	CHAPTER V: PORTAGE'S RETAIL AND COMMERCIAL ECONOMY�PRIVATE ��





	Introduction: The Divisions of Nineteenth Century Economy



In nineteenth century America, the commerce, or more correctly the economy, of a community such as Portage divided into as many as four different areas: retail business or goods and services, commerce or wholesale business, crafts, and industry.  In reality, these divisions are constructs which simplify a mass of data and allow the historian to generalize about the development of a community's economy.  And, they are certainly not mutually exclusive.



The goods and services or retail businesses of a community include stores where goods are sold in small volume, some later repair or service businesses, and professions such as lawyers.  Although physicians are professionals, they are discussed under Formal Social Organizations in Chapter XI.  Commercial businesses or commercial trades in a community such as Portage are primarily wholesale dealers buying specific commodities in large quantities such as grain or livestock and shipping it to larger commercial centers for processing.  Or, they may warehouse a variety of related goods in bulk and sell them to retail stores within their region.  During the early settlement of Portage, several of these commercial houses existed to serve the fur trade and probably the lumber industry.  These two divisions of the economy are presented below in Chapter V.



The primary retail enterprise for early trade centers such as Portage remained the mercantile store, later identified as the general store.  Not only did it offer a wide variety of goods, but it often fulfilled other functions which were later absorbed by more specialized retail and commercial businesses.  For example, the mercantilist frequently offered retailing, some banking functions, packing, sorting, insurance, purchasing of local commodities, storage, and forwarding or shipping.  The mercantilist received his stock only a few times per year from eastern wholesalers in, for example, New York and Buffalo and thus stored a large inventory.  Local farmers exchanged their products for store credit or loan payment.  The merchant stored their products on the upper floors and basements and/or in small warehouses, processed some of them, and shipped them to distant markets.  Merchants often purchased some of their products in bulk and resold stock to smaller establishments in adjacent communities.  They also served as local agents for insurance companies which sold primarily property insurance and might invest their income in real estate (McKay 1985: 209, 345; Independent 1856 [4/17: 2/4]; Nesbit 1985: 45; Merrell 1908 [1876]: 368-71).



The industrial base of many communities settled in the mid-nineteenth century was often difficult to distinguish from its craft enterprises.  During early settlement and frequently lasting well into the late nineteenth century, the number of craft enterprises in a community usually exceeded the number of industries.  Some of the enterprises normally associated with industries in fact developed from a craft setting.



A craft usually depended on a small number of skilled artisans, for example the blacksmith, cooper, gunsmith, cabinetmaker, cobbler, or wagonmaker shops known to locate in Portage.  The craftsman himself usually completed much of the object with relatively uncomplicated tools and machinery in comparatively small quarters.  The craftsman, perhaps with one or two others, often worked in a shed or part of a building.  He made the whole product with few unskilled operators to assist him.  Most of his raw materials were often, but not always, secured locally. The simple machinery and hand tools were used by each craftsman in the shop.  The trade of his product was localized either directly from his shop or from a local retailer.  But, they usually did not supply purchasing agents distributing products beyond the immediate area.  Such craft shops remained common through the 1850s and 1860s.  However, those enterprises "...housed in factory structures where raw materials were transformed into bulk-finished or semi-finished goods..." constituted manufacturing establishments (Gorman 1982: 63).  Examples include textile manufacturing, foundries, and brickyards.  This distinction not only involved the form and size of the building but the manner of operation in which no one individual completed the product; the skill of the personnel with reliance on a high percentage of unskilled labor; the manner of sale and distribution in which products were not usually sold directly to retail operations but to wholesalers who achieved a distribution radius beyond the local area; and the acquisition of raw materials from a radius larger than the local area.  Complex machinery and clearly segregated operations were evident in the industrial setting.  Thus, the distinction between a craft and industry is one of scale and complexity of operation (Gorman 1982: 63-65; Nesbit 1985: 219; Taylor 1951: 208-209; Atherton 1954: 41).



As isolation declined with rising settlement, the craftsmen entered a transitional phase.  Rather than producing custom-made goods, the larger craftsmen removed himself from the retail business and sold a growing volume of fewer, more standardized products to a middleman such as the local general merchant.  To compete successfully with establishments in growing urban areas, these craftsmen enlarged their shops and reduced wages by hiring cheaper laborers to perform unskilled tasks.  The ability to move from the craft setting toward a manufacturing enterprise depended on the density of settlement, transportation facilities, availability of natural resources, and the state of the economy (Taylor 1951: 250; Fehrenbacker 1969: 72-73; Bogue 1963: 93, 95, 131; Nesbit 1985: 219, 231).  Several of Portage crafts survived and expanded in part because they had access to bulk shipping along the canal and most importantly the railroad.  These crafts and industries serving early Wisconsin communities including Portage relied on the processing of local raw materials, especially wood and agricultural products.  Flour, lumber, furniture, other wood products, tanned goods, implements, wool, and other food products are typical early outputs.  Almost 40% of Wisconsin's industry in 1870 processed agricultural products.  Those craftsmen who did not survive later turned to operating related industries or to repairing and/or retailing what they had once created (Nesbit 1985: 152-53, 177, 200-202; 1973: 84-85; Current 1976: 479; Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, industry]: 1).



The scarcity of capitol on the frontier proved to be one of the most limiting factors for retail and industrial development.  During settlement, credit, if available, was short term and derived primarily from local merchants.  They, not the craftsmen, often became the owners of local industries.  As late as 1890, Wisconsin lacked adequate investment capital and sufficiently developed legal avenues to finance large enterprises.  Few corporations created to finance industrial establishments developed prior to the turn of the century.  Larger industries were financed through partnerships.  Industrial growth also suffered from the lack of transportation facilities, sufficiently large markets to absorb production, and labor shortages.  The existence of an early, well-developed transportation system facilitated the development of Portage's large crafts and small industries (Nesbit 1973: 277, 322-23; 1985: 154-55).



An understanding of the divisions within Portage's economy provides insight into its economic development and the ways in which Portage enterprises interacted with other communities.  This network of other communities surrounding Portage included, for example, the rural communities or agricultural hinterlands, smaller surrounding hamlets such as Pacific, those competing communities of a comparative size such as Baraboo, and larger commercial centers such as Milwaukee.  The rural communities provided agricultural goods and raw materials needed for Portage's commerce and industry.  The radius served by Portage varied in time, direction, and the kinds of commodities being sold or purchased.  The farmers of these rural areas utilized Portage's retail businesses and craft shops.  In the early years of development, Portage provided many but certainly not all of its own economic needs and the needs of those within a radius of twenty miles to the south to fifty or more miles to the north.  As the transportation network became more complex through railroad connections, Portage's network of local, weekly rural retail trade probably shrank.  But, it gained a broader network for its industrial goods.  At the same time, Portage likely maintained a wide radius for occasional purchases since it received more ready-made goods and supplies from eastern markets.  These goods replaced those made by the craftsmen and small industries, and many of its small industries and crafts gradually disappeared.  Several succeeded and began to serve an increasingly large area outside the county and often the state.  And, as the transportation network grew, many agricultural products were shipped to larger centers and were no longer processed locally.  Since Portage sat at the crossroads of a number of transportation systems, it developed its wholesale businesses early to move the agricultural goods from the interior to eastern markets.  Commerce grew at the cost of small industries.  Thus, communities such as Portage usually shifted from a low investment, more sheltered, small enterprise economy with generalized businesses; a large craft base; small industries; and a rapidly developing commerce in its early years of settlement to a large number of increasingly specialized, retail businesses; few crafts functioning mostly as repair shops; several large, long-established industries and a number of smaller, ephemeral industries; and a strong commercial or wholesale trade (Nesbit 1973: 84-85, 342; 1985: 127, 148-49, 154-56, 165, 175; Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, industry]: 1; WPA 1938: 7; Butterfield 1880: 593).



Substantial economic growth was confined to the periods between the depressions and recessions of the second half of the nineteenth century and heavily affected by the development of transportation.  The community of Portage began with a mixed, poorly developed retail, craft, commercial, and industrial area adjacent to the Fort Winnebago.  In the late 1830s and 1840s, its retail center and craft businesses shifted away from the fort area toward E. Wisconsin south of the canal and then to Main and Cook by the late 1840s.  By this period, its industrial or large craft and commercial trade developed along the canal on either side of E. Wisconsin.  By the early 1850s, the canal allowed the movement of bulk goods to Green Bay and to a lesser extent to the Mississippi.  The retail and some craft enterprises slowly shifted to the expanding area along Cook and adjacent streets between 1849 and the mid-1850s.  The development of the lumber trade to the north stimulated this growth.  Thus, two distinct areas developed: retail and craft enterprises north of the canal and the small, local industrial or large crafts and commercial enterprises south of the canal.  These industries included small sawmills and gristmills, foundries, a tannery, and breweries which developed on the outskirts of the retail area.  These two areas were never exclusively retail or industrial.  Thus, with its access to lake and river ports provided by several local shipping companies as well as overland freighting to Milwaukee, Portage began to establish itself as a regional retail and commercial center and local small craft/industrial point during the prosperous era of the 1850s prior to the depression of 1857 (Butterfield 1880: 588-89, 593; Jones 1914 [1]: 650; WPA 1938: 43-44; Wisconsin State Register 6/13/1874; Register-Democrat 12/19/1923; Democrat 2/30/1897: 1; Schaffer 1922: 130-32; Merrell 1908 [1876]: 368-71; Libby 1895: 310).  By 1853, Portage enterprises included (Hart 1853: 177-78):



	... 12 stores, 7 hotels, 1 steam saw mill, 2 harness makers, 4 wagon makers, 6 blacksmiths, 3 cabinet, 3 paint, 8 shoe, 3 tin and sheet iron, 3 butchers, 6 millinery and 4 tailor shops, 2 breweries, 2 livery stables, 2 jewelry stores, 2 drug stores, 1 brickyard, 1 iron foundry, 1 blind and sash factory, 1 chair factory, and 1 tannery; 12 lawyers and 5 doctors.... 





Like many communities in Wisconsin, growth halted in Portage during the late 1850s and early 1860s.  Its economy lacked sufficient time to respond to the presence of the railroad which arrived in December, 1856.  Its retail center with craft shops and its commercial trade began rapid expansion again in the second half of the 1860s prior to the 1873 depression as the agricultural lands became completely occupied.  Commercial activity also began north of W. Oneida and west of DeWitt by the 1860s as the railroad became the second means of moving bulk products.  Portage's retail and commercial businesses as well as its large crafts and manufacturing enterprises entered a significant period of development from the mid-1860s into the early 1890s.  At the end of this period, the Cook Street retail area and the commercial and industrial center along the canal were well-developed.  The depression of the early 1890s, closed smaller industries and crafts and some of Portage's businesses.  The late 1890s and the early twentieth century saw the disappearance of some long-established concerns and gradual restructuring of its retail economy.  Department stores and later chain stores offering a general stock of goods threatened long established mercantile stores in the retail center.  The continued expansion of several of the city's industries and the development of new ones, the growth of its commercial enterprises along the railroad tracks, and the disappearance of most of its crafts also occurred.  By the 1890s, a small retail area serving adjacent dwellings and the railroad trade emerged at W. Oneida and Dunn.  And, in the early twentieth century, some of Portage's new industries and commercial businesses expanded east of DeWitt along the railroad tracks.  The first decades of the next century witnessed the growth of small, often ephemeral, specialized services.  These trends continued into the 1930s (Nesbit 1973: 84-85; 1985: 165, 178, 267, 573-74; Current 1976: 96, 374-75; WPA 1938: 45; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1894; 1901; 1910; 1918).



In the 1990s, Portage's retail center along Cook remains.  A portion of its commercial and industrial building survive south of the canal and east of Wisconsin.  Some of the buildings although not the enterprises associated with the commercial and industrial and the retail areas along the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul also survive.  (See front cover for images of Cook Street).





	Goods and Services: The Portage Retail Center





Hotels�



As the commercial and political center of the county and broad region to the north, Portage supported numerous hotels.  Constructed beginning in the late 1830s, Portage's early hotels served business travelers supplying the fur trade and fort, the laborers working along the canal, and the growing lumber trade developing north of Portage along the Wisconsin River.  As the 1850 census suggests, some of the early hotels functioned more like boarding houses than hotels (U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1850: population schedule]).  The spacious second floor of the Merrell House which stood across the Fox from Fort Winnebago by the mid-1830s (505 E. Cook, 29/29) and Gideon Low's Franklin Hotel erected in 1838 near 1316 Wauona Trail provided the only identified public lodging prior to 1840.  The Franklin House occasionally served as an early meeting place for county officials.  The two and a half story, three bay, frame building with side addition was demolished ca. 1895.  As Portage grew as a commercial and retail center in the 1840s, hotels also clustered along E. Wisconsin south of the canal.  They primarily served raftsmen and lumbermen operating along the Wisconsin River.  Erected in the 1840s at the west end of Wauona Trail by Henry Carpenter, the United States Hotel housed many of the community's social functions.  The hotel burned in 1852.  The construction of the plank road along E. Wisconsin beginning in 1851, kept those already built in this section of Portage in operation and attracted additional hotels.  Built by M. VanWinter 1851, the Wisconsin House stood just south of the United States Hotel.  An unidentified hotel stood south of the canal, east of E. Wisconsin and north of Mullett in 1885 and was removed by 1901.  It stood adjacent to Meyer's Hotel which was known as the Farmers' Hotel by 1910 and finally as the Shamrock.  Additional hotels along E. Wisconsin included the Washington House constructed by Edwin Slyvester in 1850 and the Lee House, both adjacent to Riverside Park; the Slyvester House; and the McTigh House extant after 1863 (Merrell 1908 [1876]; Register-Democrat 12/11/23, 12/18/1923; Wisconsin State Register 6/13/1874; 1863 [4/25: 3/1]; 1897 [7/30: 1]; Portage Daily Register 1/3/1959, 11/13/71; Portage Public Library n.d. [Mrs. Arthur Swanson, 1952]; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; 1889; 1901; 1910; Jones 1914 [1]: 185; Ogle, Geo. A. & Co. 1901: 738; Butterfield 1880: 429, 642; Clark 1908 [1879]: 320; Turner, A.J. 1890: 79; River Times 1851 [1/23: 4/1).



As the retail center at the intersection of Cook and Main expanded, hotels also located here to serve not only those trading at the adjacent businesses but also visiting salesmen and in its early years lumbermen and arriving settlers.  Although some of the hotels also functioned like boarding houses with taverns, several of those in the main retail center were built as elegant establishments.  These hotels not only maintained rooms but also restaurants and/or taverns, meeting rooms, and sample rooms and often maintained adjacent stables.



Among the first hotels built in Portage's retail center, Richard Veeder's hotel and tavern was constructed about 1850 and replaced by moving a hotel from the northwest corner of Adams and E. Cook following a fire in 1862.  Open until 1870, it stood at the south end of Main along Edgewater.  It was dismantled after the turn of the century (Wisconsin State Register 6/13/1874; 1862 [7/5: 3/1]; 1863 [1/24: 3/1]; Sanborn-Perris Map 1894; Butterfield 1880: 642).  Converted from the Arnold Block in February, 1862, the City Hotel, also known as the Eastern House, stood at the northwest corner of Adams and Cook.  Its owner, Stephen Gage who purchased the building in 1864, probably constructed a second hotel adjacent to it in 1873.  It was burned and rebuilt about 1895.  The second hotel was later known as the Columbia by 1901 and then the Tremont by 1929.  Preceded by the Farmer's Hotel which was built in the 1860s, the Planters' Hotel was constructed along the canal at 200 W. Edgewater in 1897.  In 1914, it became the Portage Hotel which burned in 1978.  An additional Farmer's Hotel, also later known as the Planter's Hotel, stood at the site of the creamery by 1889 (Butterfield 1880: 899; Portage Public Library [Mrs. Arthur Swanson, 1952]; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; 1889; 1894; 1901; 1929 Harrison and Warner 1873; Ogle, Geo. A. & Co. 1901: 431; Murtagh 1985; Wisconsin State Register 1861 [2/22]; 1862 [6/21: 3/1]; 1864 [1/23: 3/1]; Wisconsin Visual and Sound Archives n.d.).



Several businesses operated hotels, or more appropriately rented rooms, in connection with their businesses.  Michael Huber ran the European Hotel above his bakery at 113 E. Cook (56/7) as early as 1884-1885 to 1903-1904.  After this date, he operated a bowling alley instead of or in conjunction with his bakery.  The building itself was erected in 1879 (date stone; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; 1889; 1894; 1901; 1910; 1918; 1929; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1878-1930]).  In 1885, F.W. Schulz, then owner of the Haertel Brewery buildings, maintained a hotel in the upper floors of 137-139 W. Cook (56/26) which appears to have been built in 1866-1867 (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1885-90, 1866-67]).



Constructed in 1855 as the Ellsworth House, W.W. Corning probably added a three story, frame building to the existing hotel about 1865.  The Corning House became one of the more elegant hotels in Portage.  Noted citizens of Portage such as W.D. Fox operated the hotel from 1876 to 1880 when he sold it to A.E. Smith.  Between 1884 and 1896, Edgar C. Fosgate ran the Corning House, and Russell C. Fosgate followed him as proprietor.  After burning in 1901, it was rebuilt and used for retail businesses.  After the Corning House was razed in 1926, the Raulf Realty Company, a construction company in Milwaukee, built the Raulf or Ram Hotel following the design by C.J. Keller and Son, Architects in 1928 (207 W. Cook, 31/22).  The Raulf originally offered locations for eight retail businesses and additional office space on its first floor and a banquet room, meeting rooms, tavern, dining room, and bowling alley in the basement.  The remaining four stories contained one hundred hotel rooms and seven apartments and offices (Butterfield 1880: 589, 898, 928; Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889, 7/1/1950; 7/2/1952: 27; Portage Public Library [Mrs. Arthur Swanson, 1952]; Democrat 7/30/97; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; 1889; 1894; 1901; 1910; 1918; 1929; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1926-30].



From 1859 to 1870, Henry Emder operated the National Hotel south of the canal along E. Wisconsin.  In 1870, he may have moved this frame building to the site of the Emder House at 228-230 W. Wisconsin (24/31).  He either enclosed the frame building or constructed a new three story, cream brick building.  The hotel included sleeping rooms on the second and third floors and a saloon, offices, a dining room and kitchen, game rooms, and sample rooms on the first floor.  By 1885, Emder later expanded his hotel rooms into the second floor of the adjacent Vandercook Building (238 W. Wisconsin, 24/32) which was constructed about 1855.  A balcony or walkway connected the two buildings at the second floor level.  In 1891, Emder sold the hotel to J.H. Wells, T.J. Wells, and R.N. McCullough.  Jabez H. Wells managed the hotel until 1917 when James Fleming oversaw its operation.  The hotel served as the bus station prior to 1929 when it closed (Butterfield 1880: 896; Wisconsin State Register 1862 [11/8: 3/1]; Democrat, 7/30/97; Register-Democrat 1/23/28; 10/14/1929; 10/17/1929; Jones 1914 [2]: 593; Turner, A.J. 1903: 15; Harrison and Warner 1873; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; 1889; 1894; 1901; 1910; 1918; 1929; Columbia County Treasurer 1863- [1870-1930]; Rugen 1868; Hawes 1865; Chapin 1870).



Two hotels served the area adjacent to the railroad beginning by the 1860s.  In 1864, the railroad replaced the earlier frame depot with the two and a half story, cream brick Fox House which stood adjacent to the tracks at the north end of Dunn Street.  It included a hotel, dining room, and depot.  W.D. Fox operated the hotel and dining room from 1864 to perhaps ca. 1868 when Farnham and Vivian became its managers.  At that time, it was also known as the Portage Eating House.  The hotel's register for the years 1868 and 1869 is preserved at the State Historical Society of Wisconsin (Farnham and Vivian 1868-69).  When Portage became the railroad division headquarters in 1916, railroad offices replaced the hotel.  In 1943-44, the railroad removed the top two floors to create the existing depot (400 W. Oneida, 47/10) (Wisconsin State Register 1864 [2/20: 3/1]).  The Bartosz Inn or Landmark Inn at Cass and Oneida (1016 Cass, 46/15) was built as a frame building between about 1857 and 1859 under the ownership of Stanislaus Bartosz.  In the early twentieth century, it received a brick veneer.  The building functioned as a hotel and tavern into the 1890s.  By 1901, the building served primarily as a tavern.  Bartosz's son John Bartosz, Sr. and later his son John Bartosz, Jr. operated the business until 1973 (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1901; Portage Daily Register 7/2/52; 2/26/1982; 11/7/91; Portage Public Library [Mrs. Arthur Swanson, 1952]).  Constructed between 1890 and 1893 at 1213 DeWitt (46/35), the American Hotel, known as the Park Hotel by 1903-1904, served the rapidly expanding railroad trade (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1894; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1903-04; 1893-94; Wright 1890).  Constructed prior to 1894, the building at 1205 Dunn (47/8) served at that date as a tavern and probably a boarding house for railroad workers (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1894; Wisconsin HPD n.d.,[DOE 11/28/86]).  Also built in the cluster of buildings associated with the railroad, John Raup, Sr. completed the Globe Hotel (1207 Dunn, 47/9) in 1895.  It contained a tavern and restaurant on the first floor and rooms above (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1901; Portage Public Library [Mrs. Arthur Swanson, 1952]).  After the division headquarters occupied the Fox House, Charles Sroka opened the Oneida Hotel (302 W. Oneida, 46/21) at the corner of Dunn and Oneida in 1916 and 1917 to accommodate this trade (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1918; Portage Public Library n.d. [Mrs. Arthur Swanson, 1952]).



An early transportation, commercial, and retail center which served the pineries to the north as well as the adjacent region, Portage attracted a large transient population.  The city's numerous hotels constructed between 1838 and 1928 reflect this important role.





Restaurants



Many of the more prosperous hotel managers in Portage operated dining rooms in their establishments.  For example, the Raulf (207 W. Cook, 31/22) and the earlier Corning House, the Emder House (228-230 W. Wisconsin, 24/31), the Fox House, and the Globe Hotel (1207 Dunn, 47/9) all operated restaurants.  Therefore, few businesses functioned solely as a restaurants prior to the 1890s.  They proliferated during the second decade of the twentieth century, and often operated in conjunction with bakeries and ice cream parlors and later with saloons.



Michael Huber opened a bakery, hotel, and restaurant at 113 E. Cook (56/7) about 1885 (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; R.L. Polk & Co. 1885).  Buglass & Co. Bakery (224 W. Wisconsin, 24/28) similarly ran a restaurant with its bakery business between at least 1921 and 1928 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1921; 1927-28).  Dell Barret's restaurant at 217 W Oneida (47/53) served travelers and employees associated with the railroad by 1910.  Curtis York ran a confectionery in the building by 1917 (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1910; Voshardt 1910; Farrell 1917-18).  P.W. McDermott ran a restaurant in conjunction with his saloon about 1910 at 305 DeWitt (25/7).  Also, in the same period, William H. Fuller operated a restaurant for a brief period along with his saloon at 218 W. Cook (57/5) (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1910; 1918; Voshardt 1910).  C.E. Peterson maintained a restaurant probably in conjunction with his saloon at 107 E. Cook (57/0) between at least 1928 and 1937 (Polk, R.L. & Co. 1927-28; Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929; Commonwealth Telephone Co. 1937).  Kerr's Restaurant, now T.J.'s Restaurant, occupied 100 E. Cook (25/20) from at least 1937 through 1955 (Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Commonwealth Telephone Co. 1937; 1948; Johnson Printing Co. 1955).  The Modern Restaurant operated next door at 102 E. Cook (57/24) during about the same period, between at least 1937 and 1948 (Commonwealth Telephone Co. 1937; 1948).  Eugene Jadna opened the Pig'N Whistle, a candy, ice cream, and light lunch establishment with marble soda fountain in the Porter Building at 313 DeWitt in 1917 through 1929.  The restaurant changed ownership in 1929, and burned in the Porter Building fire of 1950 (Portage Daily Register 2/28/1917; 10/9/1929; Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863-).  After 1929, Whalen's Restaurant occupied the block at 320 DeWitt (25/12) (Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929).





Saloons and Taverns



From the 1840s, the communities at Portage have always supported a substantial number of saloons or taverns.  As the lumber industry expanded along the Wisconsin River, the number of saloons along E. Wisconsin grew in the 1840s to accommodate the growing trade.  The hotels in this area as well as those located along the Cook Street business district after 1850 often included taverns in their establishments.  A tavern was operated in the Agency House by 1836, and a Grog Shop was established by 1839 along the Wisconsin River near the south boundary of the later city (Butterfield 1880: 427; Webster 1839).  Taverns have been identified in the Veeder House (Butterfield 1880: 593) which once stood at the corner of Main and E. Edgewater, the Corning House and later the Raulf Hotel (207 W. Cook, 31/22), and the Emder House (228-230 W. Wisconsin, 24/31).  Near the railroad tracks at Oneida and Dunn, the Bartosz Inn (1016 Cass, 46/15), the Fox House, the Globe Hotel (1207 Dunn, 47/9), the Oneida or Eldorado (302 W. Oneida, 46/21) (Portage Daily Register 5/18/1975), and the boarding house at 1205 Dunn (47/8) in existence by 1894 (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1894) also housed saloons.  The saloon at 221 Oneida (47/7) adjacent to the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul depot stood by 1901 and was operated in 1918 by James H. Donahue (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1901; 1918; Farrell 1917-18).



Since beer did not travel well, the breweries themselves sold their products locally. The Haertel or Eulberg Brewery and the Fort Winnebago or Epstein Brewery both included beer halls in their complexes (Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; Butterfield 1880: 664).  John Hettinger, the proprietor of the Fort Winnebago Brewery, later the Epstein Brewery, established a beer hall on Cook Street adjacent to his brewery buildings (401-403 E. Edgewater, 22/22) in 1867 (Wisconsin State Register 1867 [5/18: 1/3]).  A saloon manager operated the tavern at 139 W. Cook (56/26) for the Eulberg Brewing Company between at least 1885 and 1955.  The company also placed its office in this building from at least 1885 through 1901 (Sanborn-Perris Map Co 1885; 1889; 1894; 1901; Commonwealth Telephone Co. 1947; Farrell 1917-18; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1911-12; Voshardt 1910).



These breweries also owned several other taverns in the business district and presumably supplied their operators with their product.  Constructed in 1878 at 115-117 E. Cook (56/5), the Dullaghan, Portage or Eulberg Opera Hall enclosed a double store on the first floor.  One or both sides of this building served as a saloon for much of the period between 1885 and 1929.  Between about 1912 and 1929, the Eulberg Brewing Company owned the building (Mohr 1952; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; 1889; 1901; 1910; 1918; 1929; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863 [1912-30]).  The Eulberg Brewing Company also owned the double store building at 131 W. Cook (56/24) between at least 1876 and about 1915.  Between 1895 and perhaps as late as 1917, Henry Windus operated a saloon in the east side of the building.  Similarly, the Epstein Brewing Company owned the saloon at 117 W. Cook (56/17) between about 1890 when it was constructed and about 1918 (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1894; 1918; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1890-1905]).  Additionally, Henry Epstein owned 218 W. Cook (57/5) when it was constructed in 1880.  Peter Bartosz became owner of the building between 1885 and 1890.  Since his name is included in the date block, he probably operated the saloon and associated billiard hall from 1880 through 1903.  Mrs. Peter Bartosz in turn owned the business and ran it between 1903 and 1906 and perhaps as late as 1913 to 1917.  Between these dates, managers such as Fink and Connor and William H. Fuller who also ran a restaurant operated the business under her ownership.  Paul Luek purchased the building between 1920 and 1925.  Through 1929, Herbert Witt later joined by Luek ostensibly maintained a billiard hall during prohibition which lasted between 1919 and 1933.  Witt operated a saloon in the building after prohibition (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; 1910; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1880-1930]; Wright 1890; Eulberg 1993).  In the nineteenth and well into the twentieth century, some of the taverns and especially the beer halls also became the centers of informal social gatherings for the different segments of the predominately German ethnic community.



Although others likely existed, the following establishments represent the identified saloons which operated prior to 1940 in the retail district of Portage.  Patrick Lennon established a mercantile store in 1864.  He and, after his death in 1895 his son Patrick J. Lennon, operated a saloon in combination with the general store at 125 W. Cook (56/21) between 1885 and 1928.  Patrick J. Lennon specialized in meats and continued to run the saloon (Jones 1914 [2]: 594; Turner, A.J. 1903: 23; Portage Daily Register 1/17/72; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; 1918; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1885-1925]; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1893-94; 1927-28).  Constructed in 1899 or 1900, the building at 220 W. Wisconsin (24/27) was owned by Ludwig Baerwolf and operated by himself with George Helmann as a saloon from at least 1901 through 1906.  Baerwolf continued to own the building until at least 1930 but hired different managers to run his saloon.  During prohibition, the business was no longer advertised as a saloon, and finally appears as a soft drink establishment operated by Fred S. Koroch in 1929 (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1901; 1918; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1898-1930]; Smith Baumann Directory Co. 1929; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1901-02; 1905-06).  Peter McDermott operated a saloon known by 1908 as The Club at 305 DeWitt (25/7) from 1900 through at least 1918 and probably 1920 (Jones 1914 [2]: 729; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1901; 1918; Farrell 1917-18; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1901-02).  Additional saloons included the businesses run by William Helmann at 218 W. Wisconsin (24/25) about 1917 and at 214 W. Wisconsin (24/24) between 1937 and 1955.  The tavern at 218 W. Wisconsin remained in operation between 1894 and 1918.  George Helmann operated the saloon at 220 W. Cook (57/4) between 1908 and 1955.  D.M. Griffey and Julius Schwantz separately managed the saloon at 126 Cook (57/16) between 1910 and 1918.  The managers of the saloons at 314 DeWitt (25/13) in business in 1889 and at 136 W. Cook (57/11) extant between 1885 and 1910 were not identified.





Transportation Related Facilities



Prior to the use of the automobile at the turn of the century, a few small cities moved on electric street cars during the last two decades of the century, but most relied on their own horse drawn vehicles or those operated by and rented from liveries.  Although only several identified liveries remain in Portage, they were once quite numerous.  Many of the larger hotels such as the Emder House (228-230 W. Wisconsin, 24/31), the Corning House, and Bartosz Inn (1016 Cass, 46/15) maintained liveries to serve their customers (Democrat 7/30/97).  Removed within the last few years, the site of the livery or stable to the southwest of Bartosz Inn remains visible.  The most commonly identified liveries in the historical literature include the Stephen Gates and the Hyland Livery.  Owner of the City Hotel, Gates operated his livery primarily between the railroad depot and the Cook St. retail district, a distance of one mile.  It stood at the southwest corner of E. Cook and Main by 1885 until ca. 1917 (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; Democrat 4/1/1922).  The Hyland Livery, serving the Corning House, stood at the northeast corner of W. Wisconsin and W. Conant near the site of the current post office.  A livery was established at this site by 1889 and remained through 1918 (Democrat 7/30/97; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1889; 1918).  Samuel Strain also operated a livery at the site of 242 W. Cook.  Established by 1889, the livery added auto storage in 1918 and was converted to the garage of Studebaker Sales and Service by 1929 (Portage Daily Register 1952 [7/2/: 13/7-8]; 7/17/71; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1889; 1918; 1929).  An unidentified, one story brick livery with loft has stood at the northwest corner of W. Wisconsin and W. Conant behind 235 W. Conant (31/25) since 1894 (Meindl 1991 [Leo Frederick 1990]; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1894; 1929).



These liveries either operated horse-drawn buses to and from the depot and other locations or provided facilities to maintain the necessary animals for small operators.  Horse-drawn delivery services hauling groceries and other goods within the city also operated from liveries or from their own private barns.  Conducted by Chris and Albert Johnson between 1915 and 1930, the Cooperative Delivery Service maintained its horses in the livery of Samuel Strain and later at 610 W Edgewater and 204 W. Pleasant.  Motor buses began to replace the horse-drawn counterpart in 1917 (Portage Daily Register 7/17/71).  The first automobile appeared on the streets of Portage at the turn of the century.  By the late 1920s, most families in Portage owned an automobile (Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Portage Daily Register 5/22/71).  Liveries either closed their doors or converted to automobile repair as did the Strain Livery once loated at 240 W. Cook between 1918 and 1929.  Since replaced by the expansion of the post office, an gas station replaced the Hyland Livery Stable at the northeast corner of W. Wisconsin and W. Conant in 1935 (Portage Daily Register 1/9/35).



As the automobile increased in use during the 1930s, the city council passed a large number of ordinances allowing the construction of gas stations within the city limits (e.g. Portage, City of 1930-41 [1930-31: 118, 120, 122; 1932-33: 106-07, 109, 111; 1937-38: 65]).  The Washburn Fuel Company located at 208 and 210 W. Wisconsin (24/20, 24/21), the former location of blacksmith Jacob Rupp, between 1921 and 1925, probably in 1921.  Walter and Bertha Washburn leased the building to Art Williams, tire vulcanizer in 1918 and the station area to the Walker-Wolfram Garage by 1929.  This garage both sold gas and serviced automobiles.  The Washburn Fuel Company owned this location through 1937.  Art Williams relocated his tire vulcanizing business to 218 W. Wisconsin after 1929 (Commonwealth Telephone Co. 1937; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1911-12; 1919-21; 1924-25; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1920-30]; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1910; 1918; 1929).



Additional automobile supply and repair businesses appearing in the 1920s included the Portage Boat and Engine Company which began at 109 W. Mullett by 1908 and moved to its new garage at 126 E. Cook (57/27) in about 1917.  The company remained there through 1937.  By 1948, Marachowsky's Portage Store replaced it.  The Portage Engine and Boat Company repaired automobiles since their shop at 126 W. Cook possessed a capacity of 35 cars, and at least early in its history, built boats (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1910; 1918; 1929; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1915-30]; Commonwealth Telephone Co. 1938; Polk & Co., R.L. 1908-09; Voshardt 1910).  The first floor of 214 W. Wisconsin (24/24) served a number of automobile-related functions.  It became the Portage Hotel Garage by 1917 and perhaps as early as 1910.  The Portage Hotel once stood at 200 W. Edgewater.  By 1919 and probably as early as 1915, Wright and Robbins operated a garage at this location before moving to 205 DeWitt (25/2) in 1917.  Wright continued to own the building until after 1925.  Between 1926 and 1929, John Helmann purchased the building and operated Helmann's Garage for a short period before it became a tavern (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1901; 1910; 1918; 1929; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1920-30]; Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1917-18; 1919-20; 1927-28; Farrell 1917-18; Voshardt 1910).



Three automobile dealerships located in Portage's central retail and industrial districts.  The dealer at E. Wisconsin and E. Mullett developed from the Slinger Foundry, Machine, and Auto Company which had begun to shift its operations to the more lucrative car repair and sales in the second decade of the nineteenth century.  The company with Andrew Slinger as president of the company constructed what later became the Hyland Garage in 1920 (Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1919-30]; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1921).  This two story, brick and wood truss building included a automobile showroom and garage (201-211 E. Wisconsin, 48/25) (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1929).  In 1930, it established an oil filling station at the corner of E. Wisconsin and E. Mullett in or adjacent to their dealership (Portage, City of 1930-41 [1930-31: 123]).  The city council permitted the City Bank to raze the Hyland Livery and erect the gas station at the corner of W. Wisconsin and W. Conant in 1934 (Wisconsin State Register 12/1/34; Portage, City of 1930-1941 [1934-35: 51, 55]).  In January, 1935, the Hyland Garage Company relocated its quarters to the Slinger dealership and became Portage's Chevrolet dealer (Portage Daily Register 1/2/35; 1952 [7/2: 2/9-10, 11]).



Hill Ford Mercury Company at the intersection of W. Wisconsin and W. Edgewater began as the Loomis and Weinke Motor Sales Company garage in 1917 or 1918.  Rodney C. Loomis, president, and Ernest A. Weinke ran the operation.  The company first replaced the furniture store of Schultz and Company with a garage constructed of tile supported with iron columns about 1917 or 1918.  This building composed the north portion of the current dealership.  After Nash dealer E. A. Weinke bought out his partner, he opened a new automobile showroom and service department in 1924.  The two story, tile and steel truss addition sits at the intersection of W. Wisconsin and W. Edgewater in front of the earlier garage (109 W. Edgewater, 24/19).  This garage was razed in 1930.  A brick warehouse constructed between 1901 and 1910 continues to stand at the rear of these attached buildings.  The E.A. Weinke dealership became the Whitney Motor Company Ford-Mercury dealership by 1937 (Register Democrat 2/19/24; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1901; 1910; 1918; 1929; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1918-30]; Farrell 1917; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1924-25; 1927-28; Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952).



The Wright and Robbins Garage opened at 205 DeWitt in 1917-1918.  Edward T. Wright and Jacob E. Robbins replaced this building with a new garage (25/2) in 1919.  Wright and Robbins continued their auto service and repair operation from 1919 through 1924 or 1925.  The Wright Motor Company, a Ford Sales and Service operation, was formed by 1927.  The company remained in these quarters through 1937.  By 1948, the A & P occupied the building, now Roger's Gift and Gallery (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1910; 1918; 1929; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1919]; Eulberg 1993; Commonwealth Telephone Co. 1948; Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929; Farrell 1917-18; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1919-20; 1924-25; 1927-28).





�The Mercantile Store



Mercantile stores were among the first businesses established in most early trade centers.  Later also described as general stores, these businesses sold a broad range of goods from groceries, clothing, dry goods and notions, to hardware, agricultural implements, some furniture, and stationery in addition to performing other services as noted in the introduction.  In the late nineteenth century, more specialized stores began to appear carrying part of the stock of the general store.  As profits gained from local general merchandising declined, these stores slowly gave way to or evolved into the department store and chain store which carried a more restricted line of goods.  By the 1890s, several of the large mercantile stores established by local business men in Portage began to refer to their stores as department stores.  The national chains entered Portage and replaced the mercantile or general store by the 1920s.  They followed a new approach to merchandising.  The national company served as a middleman distributing its stock to its local stores.  These stores competed with resident stores by selling a large volume of goods quickly at a low price (Glad 1990: 196-97).



The early Fort Winnebago sutler carried a general line of goods adjacent to the fort by the 1830s.  For example, Henry Merrell began as fort sutler in 1834 in a building at the fort and in 1837 or 1838 moved across the Fox and erected a store adjacent to or as part of his dwelling (now at 505 E. Cook, 29/29).  Between 1840 and 1846 or 1848, his brother Gordon Merrell joined him in business.  Merrell received his goods from New York through Buffalo, Detroit and Green Bay and up the Fox River on Durham boats (Butterfield 1880: 588, 915; Merrell 1908 [1876]: 367-73; Turner, A.J. 1903: 27).  Gideon Low kept a small stock of goods in the Franklin House near 1316 Wauona Trail by 1838 (Ogle, Geo. A. & Co. 1901: 738).  Keegan and Moore on the Fox River in the fort's commissary between 1849 and 1850, Berry at the fort, T. Dean & Co. of Madison, John B. Strong, and C.H. Smith all carried a general line of goods before 1851 (River Times 1850 [8/26: 4/3, 9/9: 4/1]; 1851 [1/23: 1/4, 2/4]; Butterfield 1880: 593; Democrat 3/1/1915).  Vandercook and Helmes carried a supply of dry goods, groceries, clothing, boots and shoes, hats, and medicine for cash by 1851 (River Times 1851 [1/23: 1/4]).



Several large mercantile companies which located at Portage after 1850 remained during much of the nineteenth century.  N.H. Wood first operated an auction house in a small building on Portage's Main Street in 1850.  Between 1851 and 1853, he established a store in a frame building erected in Pacific.  Rodney O. Loomis worked for Wood as a clerk between 1853 and 1857.  In January, 1864, Wood moved the building to a location along W. Wisconsin in Portage.  He moved into the store building erected by Michael Van Winter at 206-208 W. Cook in 1856.  This building later burned.  In 1868-1869 (Farnham and Vivian 1868-69), N.H. Wood & Co. advertised as



	Importers and Dealers in General Merchandise, Dry Goods, Groceries, Hats, Caps, Boots, and Shores.  Manufacturers of Clothing.....Agents for Fairbanks' Scales and Singer's Sewing Machine.



After 1857, Wood formed a series of partnerships.  In that year, the business was known as Wood, Loomis & Osborn; in 1858, he became Wood & Loomis.  In 1859, N.H. Wood & Co. included N.H. Wood, R.O. Loomis, George H. Osborn, and Frank E. Wood.  The name altered again in 1861 to Wood, Loomis, and Osborn, and between 1863 and 1865 it became Wood, Loomis & Co. then including the partner C.R. Gallett.  Osborn had then retired from the business.  In 1865-67, it again became N.H. Wood & Co.  The name remained the same with the addition of L.H. Breese to the partnership in 1867.



Wood retired from the mercantile business in 1869, and the name of the firm became Loomis, Gallett, & Breese, Wholesale and Retail Merchants.  In 1883 to 1889, the business operated as Breese, Loomis & Co. with Ll. Breese, C.J. Loomis, and Wm. Ll. Breese as members of the firm.  R.O. Loomis had died in 1883.  The firm established a branch in Augusta, Wisconsin in the early 1880s.  The partners discontinued the business in 1914.  N.H. Wood's firms did not occupy the building which he erected at 210 W. Cook (55/7) in 1876 which he remained active in the business.  In its name block, he established his dislike for dishonest politicians and applauded those who supported lower taxes.  However, probably as early as 1877 to 1915, the firm of Loomis, Gallett, and Breese did expand west into the building from the original store (Butterfield 1880: 527, 663, 911; Wisconsin State Register 1863 [3/14: 3/1]; 6/13/1874; 1864 [12/3: 3/1]; 1865 [1/30: 3/1]; Register-Democrat 3/2/1915; 9/5/38; Portage Daily Register 12/23/89; Gregory 1870: 249; Wisconsin Necrology vol. 26: 52; Jones 1914 [2]: 644; Turner, A.J. 1903: 23-24, 36-37, 43; Merrill, Woodard & Co. 1877).



C.H. Pettibone arrived with his clerk Edward L. Jaeger in 1850 and established a mercantile store first at the corner of Edgewater and Main in a building associated with the Veeder House.  E.L. Jaeger had worked with him several years before in Ohio.  Pettibone erected a Greek Revival, general mercantile store in 1852 which may have been the Pettibone Block at the southwest corner of DeWitt and Cook, and located his mercantile store at this corner.  W.W. and Alexander Forbes also opened a mercantile business in this block between 1856 and 1870 (Butterfield 1880: 599, 897).  The building burned in 1880 and was replaced by the Phoenix Block (102 W. Cook, 25/21).  When Pettibone established a branch at Oxford in 1856, he formed a partnership with Jaeger and sent the later to the Oxford store.  In 1862, the two stores were consolidated at Portage.  In 1868 and 1869, Pettibone and Jaeger advertised as dry goods merchants, "Wholesale and Retail Dealers in Dry Goods, Notions, Groceries, Ready Made Clothing, Boots and Shoes, Hats and Caps, Carpets, Oil Cloths &c. DeWitt Street" (Farnham and Vivian 1868-69).  The partnership dissolved in 1869 when Pettibone left Portage, and Jaeger maintained his own mercantile business which he called The Fair between 1870 and 1892.  He reputedly operated part of this period at 121 W. Cook (56/19), but there is no clear evidence to support this attribution.  Jaeger retired in 1892 and probably sold his stock to William Roehm (Portage Daily Register 8/19/72; Wisconsin Visual and Sound Archives n.d.; Butterfield 1880: 590, 593, 663; River Times 1852 [6/22: 3/3-5]; Wisconsin State Register 6/13/1974; Turner, A.J. 1903: 29; Merrill, Woodard & Co. 1877; City Bank of Portage 1914: 10; Register-Democrat 2/2/1924; Democrat 7/30/1897; Jones 1914 [2]: 560-61, 615).



Otto Meyer operated a business also known as the Fair at 121 W. Cook (56/19).  Jaeger sold his mercantile business to William Roehm when he retired from the general store business about 1892.  William Roehm then appears to have sold the business to Otto Meyer by about 1904.  By 1905, Otto Meyer operated a grocery which he called the Fair.  He occupied 121 W. Cook by 1908.  Meyer again expanded this business to a general merchandise store by 1909.  He continued to operate the Fair in the building through 1930.  By 1937, the Badger Paint Company occupied the building (City Bank of Portage 1914: 10; Register-Democrat 2/2/1924; Democrat 7/30/1897; Jones 1914 [2]: 560-61, 615; Portage Daily Register 9/25/71).



The firm of Bebb & Parry established their business in 1856 as dealers in staple and fancy dry goods, notion, boots and shoes, and hats and caps.  They advertised low prices for their "cash store."  In 1865, the business became Parry, Bebb & Muir and W.T. Parry, and David G. Muir continued this mercantile store after 1869 through 1889.  Bebb and Muir first occupied the Pettibone Block at the southwest corner of Cook and DeWitt.  In 1869, Conrad Collipp supported the construction of a two story, 22 by 115 feet, brick store at 124 W. Cook (57/17).  Collipp rented the building to Parry and Muir sometime before 1880, perhaps between 1869 and 1889 (Butterfield 1880: 891; Merrill, Woodard & Co. 1877; Butterfield 1880: 663, 916, 918; Portage Daily Register 12/23/89; Register-Democrat 3/15/1940).



Fredrick W. Schulze and Gerhard Schumacher operated as the firm of Schumacher & Schulze, Wholesale and Retail Dealers of General Merchandise from 1867 to 1869.  In 1869, Ferdinand Schulze joined the firm which then became known as Schumacher & Schulze Bro.  When Fredrick Schulze left in 1873, the business returned to Schumacher & Schulze.  Between 1886 and 1890, it became known as Schulze & Co.  By 1873, the company operated as a wholesale and retail cash department store or mercantile store.  Its stock included dry goods, notions, clothing, carpets, boots and shoes, and hats.  Moving from a location on W. Cook, the store probably occupied the west portion of the Phoenix Block after it was built in 1880.  This block replaced the Pettibone Block which burned in 1880 (east portion of 108 W. Cook, 57/34).  In 1893, Schulze & Co. re-organized and incorporated as the Bee Hive with Ferdinand Schulze as the senior member of the firm.  The store offered its customers twenty-six departments of general merchandise.  After Schulze died in 1907, Alvin C. Taylor became president of the Bee Hive Company and remained so through 1914 (Portage Daily Register 12/23/89; 12/13/1917;  Butterfield 1880: 663, 926; Democrat 7/30/1897: 5; Jones 1914 [2]: 627; Merrill, Woodard & Co. 1877).



James A. Carroll and Charles A. Klug established their clothing and dry goods store by 1889.  It occupied the building to the west of Schulze & Co. (west half of 108, 57/34).  The Voertman Block replaced the existing building at 108 W. Cook in 1897-98.  August Voertman sold the block to Carroll and Klug Department Store in 1908, and they then extensively remodeled the store including its front.  Carroll and Klug arranged their store so that the entrances into the men's and women's clothing departments were completely separate.  In 1908, the store advertised as "...dry goods, clothiers, men's furnishings, merchant tailors" (Moore, S.H. 1908-09).  Carroll and Klug purchased the building to the east previously occupied by the Bee Hive in 1918 and remodeled that portion of the Phoenix Block.  They placed their men's and boys' clothing in the new store and the women's clothing remained in the west portion of the store.  Carroll and Klug closed their business in 1937.  F.W. Woolworth occupied the west portion of 108 E. Cook and J.C. Penney was located in the east side after 1948 through 1955 (Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889; 11/29/1918; 1/25/1937; Jones 1914 [2]: 622; Register-Democrat 3/2/1915; 1908 [2/8: 1/3, 3/2: 3/1]).



In 1883, L.W. Bardin sold to Charles and William Mohr the building at 119 W. Cook.  Mohr Brothers replaced the building standing at that site in 1883 or 1884 (56/18).  Charles Mohr & Bro. with Charles and Christian had established their dry goods business by 1873.  By 1886, Charles Mohr may have operated alone.  With his sons Charles Jr. and August, he operated as Charles Mohr & Co. by 1890.  The two sons probably maintained the business as Charles Mohr & Bro. from 1893 through 1910.  Although Charles, Jr. died between 1910 and 1915, the company operated under the same name in the same building until at least 1920.  By 1929, J.C. Penney occupied the building and remained there through 1937.  Gambles replaced J.C. Penney by 1948 through 1955 (Butterfield 1880: 663; Murtagh 1987).



A series of short term mercantile companies also located in the main retail district.  Frank B. Ernsperger established a mercantile store known as Ernsperger & Co. in the Opera House at 115-117 E. Cook (56/5) in 1879 for one year before moving to Cambria (Butterfield 1880: 663, 896; Democrat 7/30/97).  Michael J. Howard and Charles Sharkey, general merchants, founded their business in 1895 and operated as late as 1909.  However, in 1905 to 1906, D.J. Leary appears to have replaced Sharkey as a partner.  Carrying dry goods and men's clothing and furnishings, they located at 126 W. Cook (57/16) in 1908 and 1909.  Prior to 1908 and as early as 1897, Howard and Sharkey probably operated in the building owned by M.J. Howard at 214 W. Cook (57/7) (Democrat 7/30/1897).  In 1897, Moran and Arthur or the Cash Store represented a dry goods firm operated by Edward C. Moran with partner Miss Grace E. Arthur.  The store occupied part of newly erected Register Building at 309 DeWitt (25/8) by 1908.  It included dry goods, dress goods, underwear, hosiery, tin and granite ware, china, groceries, and sheet music (Democrat 7/30/97: 4; Voshardt 1910: 25; Moore, S.H. 1908-09; Portage Daily Register 1908 [8/4: 3/1]).  Finally, Emile E. Lieder opened a dry goods and men's furnishings store for a short period in part of the double store at 131 W. Cook (56/24).  He probably remained at that location until the 1920s and then moved to the Corning Block.



Several of Portage's general merchants established branch stores, for example Loomis, Gallett, and Breese opened one at Augusta in the early 1880s, and C.J. Pettibone sent E.L. Jaeger to Oxford between 1856 and 1862.  Carroll and Klug and Schulze's Bee Hive grew from a mercantile business, advertising themselves as department stores in the 1890s and later.  But, the department store chains were established at Portage by the 1920s.  Marachowsky, Inc., a Portage store, opened between 1921 and 1924 at 136 E. Cook (57/11).  It also operated stores in other small cities such as Richland Center by 1931 (192 East Court, RI15/21).  After fire completely destroyed the store in Portage in November, 1937, the building was replaced at 140 E. Cook in that year (Republican Observer 2/26/1931; Portage Daily Register 11/15/1937).  Carey's Variety Store opened in the remodeled Moran Grocery at 130-132 W. Cook (57/13) in 1929 (Register-Democrat 11/15/1929).  Loid Atkinson's Federated Store was established as a local department store at 117 W. Cook (56/17) in 1937.  The store underwent expansion and remodeling in 1946 when a second floor and balcony were placed in the building (Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952: 22; 4/19/75).  J.C. Penney opened a store in Portage in 1923.  The store occupied quarters at 119 W. Cook (56/18) between about 1924-1929 and 1937.  It located at 108 E. Cook (57/34) between 1948 and 1955.  Robert Lohr, local manager of the chain, purchased the Home Theater in the 1960s (Eulberg 1993), and the new J.C. Penney store was built at 112 E. Cook (57/31) (Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Portage Public Library n.d.).  Gambles followed Penneys at 119 W. Cook (56/18) by 1948 (Murtagh 1987).  Montgomery Ward extensively remodeled and occupied the Dullaghan or Eulberg Opera House (115-117 E. Cook, 56/5) in 1930 remaining through 1955 (Register-Democrat 9/11/1930). Spurgeons was established as a nation-wide chain in 1907 and located a store Portage in 1927.  By 1929, it occupied 206 W. Cook prior to Kroger's location in the building.  The Kroger Store burned in 1947.  Spurgeons moved to the center of the Phoenix Block at 102 W. Cook (25/21) by 1954 when the chain remodeled the store front and the interior of the building (Register Democrat 6/15/1954; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952).  The First National Bank later expanded into this location.  F.W. Woolworth occupied 118-122 W. Cook (57/18) by 1917 through 1937.  It then moved to 108 E. Cook (57/32) in 1937.





Clothing Retail



In most communities, clothing shops usually separated from the mercantile store at the turn of the century.  However, because Portage possessed extensive tailoring firms, clothing retail stores appeared early.  In addition to the tailor operations, some of the large mercantile stores at Portage including Loomis, Gallett and Breese maintained a tailoring department.  Because tailors generally made all or most of each piece of clothing, the clothing industry at Portage should be viewed as a large craft operation rather than a manufacturing establishment.  This generalization does not include the hosiery or underwear industry at Portage.



Cornelius Buckley and Jacob C. Leisch operated as merchant tailors at the turn of the century until 1906.  By 1908, they had established a men's clothiers and furnishings store at 131 W. Cook (56/24).  By 1910, although the name of the firm at least for a time remained the same, the partnership included J.C. Leisch and Otto Kirsch who advertised as tailors and clothiers.  They remained at 131 W. Cook through 1917 and probably until 1921 when the firm, recently named Leisch and Kirsch, moved to 128 W. Cook (57/15).  J.C. Leisch as sole owner sold the store to William J. or Dietz Eulberg and D.W. O'Leary in 1929.  The business remained Eulberg and O'Leary until 1939 when Eulberg bought the business and altered the name to Eulberg's Men's Store.  The building was remodeled in 1948 and 1957.  By 1952, Dietz Eulberg added a boy's department and completed interior alterations in the store.  The business incorporated in 1960 under the name of Eulberg's Men's and Boys' Shop, Ltd.  David Eulberg joined the business in 1962.  In 1980, he expanded the store to the east into the Towne Shop (Register-Democrat 9/3/1909; 7/29/1954; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Eulberg 1993).



Adam Jacob Rebholz founded the A.J. Rebholz Co. in 1895 to sell men's clothing and furnishings.  He located his business by 1908 at 114-116 W. Cook (57/33) where it remained until about 1916 when he moved his store to 210 W. Cook (55/7).  The business was later continued at 210 W. Cook by Edward Adam Rebholz until 1944 (Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Register-Democrat 3/2/1915; 3/1/23; Portage Daily Register 1908 [5/19: 2/2-3]; 4/22/1952).



In 1916, Otto Isberner purchased the building 111-115 W. Cook (56/14) and opened the Fashion Store as the first specialty, ready-to-wear clothing store for ladies in Portage.  Probably in 1920 when he purchased the building at 126 W. Cook (57/16), Isberner moved his business there.  He sold the store to G.A. Pearson, in 1950 (Register-Democrat 4/1/1948; 5/13/1950).

�Retail Shoes



During the first years of settlement, cobblers made and sold shoes to order and general merchants carried a small stock of ready-made shoes in their stores.  Retail shoe stores did not generally appear until the turn of the century.  A number of short-lived boots and shoe retail establishments did exist in Portage in the second half of the nineteenth and early twentieth century.  Although the owners of these stores prior to the 1890s were not determined, they probably also made custom order shoes (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; 1929).



William Ketchum opened his boot and shoe business as a salesman of shoes, hats, and handbags at 134 W. Cook (57/12) in 1895.  He may have also served as the boot shop for Breese, Loomis and Co.  By 1900 through 1910, he operated under the name of Ketchum and Parry.  His daughter, Rhea Ketchum, continued his business until 1976 at the same location.  In that year, she sold the store to Barbara Kaiser.  The business became Barbara's Inc. of Portage in 1981 (Portage Centennial Committee 1952; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Portage Daily Register 10/8/1970; Democrat 1900 [7/13: 8/6]).



Anton Lohr, Jr. worked as a shoemaker who also repaired and sold shoes by 1895.  He located at 222 W. Cook (57/3) by 1908 and remained there through 1917.  In 1920, he purchased 214 W. Cook (57/6) and probably located his business in that building through 1948.  By 1955, the business operated under the name of Mattke Shoe Shop.  Mattke's Shoes was founded by Paul Mattke and later continued by his son Lawrence (Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Portage Centennial Committee 1952).  Otto Schwantz located his boot and shoe retail business at 111 E. Cook (56/8) about 1917 (Farrell 1917-18).





Groceries



Although the mercantile store carried groceries as a primary line of goods, grocery stores generally began operation as a separate retail business in Wisconsin in the 1870s (Nesbit 1985: 485).  However, with its early, transient population, Portage included a grocery as early as the late 1830s.  Silas Walworth located a small grocery at E. Wisconsin and Wauona Trail near the U.S. Hotel in 1837.  By 1880, nineteen grocers served Portage.  These small groceries not only retailed their goods but delivered them.  Private individuals within the city did not always possess the means to transport their goods.  Some of the larger grocers also wholesaled goods in other communities (Butterfield 1880: 588, 663; Jones 1914 [1]: 185; Portage Daily Register 9/25/71).



An early groceryman in Portage, August Voertman ran his business from 1853 to 1878.  Between 1853 and 1858, the business included a partner, Mr. Weiskirch.  He located his store at the site of the Carroll and Klug Department Store at the west side of 108 W. Cook (57/34).  This building was replaced in 1897.  Voertman also sold his groceries wholesale to lumbermen (Turner, A.J. 1903: 38; Jones 1914 [2]: 611).



William Neimeyer engaged in the grocery and fruit business from 1861 through 1890.  He owned 130-132 W. Cook (57/13) between 1867 when the building was constructed and about 1895 and probably occupied the building between 1867 and at least 1890 (Butterfield 1880: 918; Portage Public Library n.d. [photo, 1880s]).



Thomas Drew entered the grocery business in 1859.  Except for the years 1861 through 1865, he operated as an individual proprietor until 1879.  In that year, he added T.D.Pugh as a partner.  He then also dealt in farmers' produce.  By 1890, Drew was located at the northwest corner of Edgewater and DeWitt in a building which no longer remains.  Sometime prior to 1908 probably by 1894, he moved to 314 DeWitt (25/13) and probably remained there until the store became F. Cushing Grocery about 1917.  F. Cushing occupied the building through 1929 after which he located at 316 DeWitt (25/13) through 1937 (Butterfield 1880: 663, 895).



Henry Bolting moved his stock into his new store on W. Cook in October, 1863.  From at least 1870 to 1876, Bolting owned the building at 127 W. Cook (56/22), perhaps the location of his store.  He operated as a wholesale and retail dealer in groceries, wines, liquors, and cigars (Wisconsin State Register 1863 [10/17: 3/1]).

 

In 1871-1872, William Fulton in partnership with Alexander Thompson purchased the grocery business of his uncle John Fulton who had been established since 1853.  In 1879, he acquired his partner's interest and operated to about 1900.  He dealt in staple and fancy groceries.  Fulton occupied 118-122 W. Cook (57/18) between about 1885 and about 1905.  By 1910 through 1917 and perhaps to 1920, Fulton located at 124 W. Cook (57/17) (Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889; Democrat 7/30/97: 5; Jones 1914 [2]: 592; Butterfield 1880: 898).



Edward W. Moran and Martin Moran began a grocery in Portage as Moran Bros. by the 1873.  In 1880, Edward Moran continued the business as sole proprietor through 1917.  By 1890, Moran carried crockery and glassware as well as groceries.  The store may have occupied 128 W. Cook (57/15) by 1890 and was at that location between 1908 and 1910.  Sometime after 1910 through 1918, Moran relocated his store at 130-132 W. Cook (57/13) (Democrat 7/30/97; Butterfield 1880: 663).



Selling staple and fancy goods, Porter H. Shaver ran a grocery known as the High Priced Grocery in the Hillyer Block at 320 DeWitt and Conant (25/12) by 1890.  He remained in business occasionally with partners such as Charles C. Jaeger between 1887 and about 1901 when he sold the grocery to Herb Slowey, his former clerk.  The business then operated either under the name of the High Price Grocery or P.H. Shaver and Co.  By 1917, it became the White Market Grocery with Slowey remaining in the business until 1920.  He sold the grocery to M.C. Hettinger and Thomas Mulcahy.  By 1929, Whalen's Cafe occupied the whole building (Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Register-Democrat 12/4/1920; Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889).



Additional, more short-term groceries located in the main retail district at and after the turn of the century.  Frank L. Kiefer ran his grocery and crockery store known as F.L. Kiefer & Co. between at least 1893 and 1896 with several different partners.  He may have operated at 134 W. Cook (57/12), a building then owned by Andrew Kiefer who operated a real estate and insurance business.  William R. Deakin located his grocery store between 1910 and about 1920 in the west portion of 122 E. Cook (57/25) (Farrell 1917; Voshardt 1910; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1910).  Between 1910 and 1917, Otto C. Kopplin ran the grocery in the Eulberg Building at 137 W. Cook (56/26).  An unrelated establishment, the Universal Grocery Company occupied the adjacent space in this block at 139 W. Cook in the late 1920s.  John Welsh purchased the grocery of John O'Keefe located near 301 W. Wisconsin in 1915.  He and Ray Welsh relocated their grocery several times including to 111-115 W. Cook (56/14) by 1929 (Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929; Portage Daily Register 9/25/71).



W.L. Schultz and Julius F. Mittelstadt, both grocers located at 219 W. Oneida (47/6) in 1908-1910 and 1917 respectively, served the small retail area east of the depot at W. Oneida and Dunn.  The grocery was established in 1901.  Mrs. Winnefred Schultz continued this grocery in 1929 (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1910; Farrell 1917; Voshardt 1910; Moore, S.H. 1908-1909; Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929).  In addition to the Cook Street retail center and the small retail area near the railroad depot, groceries appeared in the residential sections of Portage as they did in most larger cities.  One such grocery was established at 503 E. Conant (29/34), the former Darius Goodyear House, in 1934 (Portage, City of 1930-41 [1933-34: 93]; Portage Daily Register 1992 [10/22: 6).  Established by 1948 through 1955 at 205 DeWitt (25/2), the A & P, represented a chain grocery emphasizing self-service and lower prices.





Meat Markets



Like the grocery, retail stores specializing in meats also separated from the general mercantile store at an early date.  Anton Klenert first came to Portage in 1849 and settled in the city in 1857 when he opened his meat market at 109 Edgewater, the site of Hill Ford.  In 1864, Klenert's Meat Market occupied a new two story, cream brick, 30 by 60 foot building at 123 W. Cook (56/20).  The meat market continued to occupy the same building until 1950.  Anton Klenert remained in business with a number of different partners from the mid-1880s onward.  Between 1884 and 1885, his brothers Alois and perhaps Charles took over the business for a brief period.  Anton returned in 1886 and Louis Klenert, his son, worked with his father as a partner beginning in 1888.  In 1889, H.S. Richmond joined the firm forming Richmond and Klenert until 1898.  Anton J. Klenert replaced Louis in the partnership in 1892.  Frank Klenert entered the business at Anton's retirement in 1892.  Anton Klenert died in 1897.  By 1901, the brothers had formed Klenert Brothers.  After A.J. Klenert's death in 1923, Frank Klenert continued the business as a sole proprietor until at his death in 1947.  His son, Sidney Klenert operated the business until its sale to Gordon Mitchell in 1950.  By 1955, Sears Roebuck occupied the building (Portage Daily Register 12/23/89; 8/18/1950; Democrat 7/30/97; Wisconsin State Register 1864 [7/30: 3/1; 4/2: 3/1; 10/15: 3/1; 11/26: 3/1]; Register-Democrat 2/2/1924; Portage Centennial Committee 1952; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Turner, A.J. 1903: 22).



The building at 109 E. Cook (56/9) remained the site of a meat market from 1873 through 1920.  George Krech established his meat market in 1861.  In 1873, Krech was located in a building at 109 E. Cook.  This building was probably replaced about 1881.  Krech continued his meat market in the building until its purchase by John A. Bryan about 1908.  Bryan occupied the building through about 1911.  Neil Brown who also operated a meat market purchased the building but not Bryan's business in about 1913.  He remained in business to about 1920.  Matt Wipperfurth, butcher, occupied this location prior to 1928 when Leeg and Thuss Electric Company, the current owners, purchased the building (Portage Public Library n.d. [Catherine Krech, 1953]; Columbia County Historical Society 1982).



Joseph H. Bryan ran a meat market by 1908 until 1909 adjacent to the harness shop of William Bunker in 121-123 E. Cook (56/3).  He had been in business at a different address on the north side of Cook since at least 1884 (Wright 1890).  By 1910, the business was operated by Joseph H. and Harry Bryan, as Bryan and Son, at 119 E. Cook (56/4).  Joseph H. Bryan remained in business until at least 1917 and owned 119 E. Cook through 1930.



John A. Bryan also operated a butcher shop by 1870 (Chapin 1870).  He owned the property at 119 E. Cook from 1868 through 1904 and presumably ran his business in the building on the property which was replaced between 1882 and 1885.  By 1908 through 1910, John A. Bryan had moved to 109 E Cook (56/9) and briefly purchased that building during that period.  By 1911-1912, John A. Bryan had moved into his new building at 111 E. Cook (56/8).  He remained in business through 1914.

 

Established about 1886, A.L. McDonald & Co. dealt in fresh and salted meats and game.  By 1892 when the building at 212 W. Wisconsin (24/23) was constructed, McDonald additionally or exclusively dealt in flour and feeds.  David Shanks operated a meat market and grocery at 212 W. Wisconsin by 1905.  His brother, A.V. Shanks, joined him in the partnership of Shanks Bros., Grocers in 1914.  The business remained in operation through 1921 in the same building (Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889).  Additionally, Fred Denninger ran a meat market at 137 W. Cook (56/26) in the Eulberg building for a brief period about 1929 (Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929).





Bakeries



Portage supported several long-established baking companies.  Portage bakers sent bread and other baked goods to smaller communities along the Old Line of the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul when several daily trains ran along the track.  Some of the smaller bakeries supported additional services.  Edward Fink arrived in Portage in 1859 and established a bakery, restaurant, and confectionery in that year.  From at least 1885 and probably well before that date, he operated his business in the building which preceded the current Register Building built in 1909 (309 DeWitt, 25/8).  His bakery business closed by 1905-06 (Butterfield 1880: 897; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1907-10]; Polk & Co., R.L. 1905-06).  William Bauer operated a confectionery at 111-115 W. Cook by 1908 through 1930 (Moore, S.H. 1908; Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929; Kleist 1993).



David Buglass, Sr. who arrived in Portage in 1882 conducted a bakery and boarding house until 1887.  At least part of that time, he operated the business with his son on Cook Street.  Although he departed in 1887, David Buglass, Jr. and his brother Robert G. Buglass continued the bakery and confectionery business of their father as D.& R. Buglass between 1887 and 1894.  At that time, it was known as the Scotch Bakery.  By 1892, they purchased 224 W. Wisconsin (24/28) which had been erected between 1886 and 1889.  In July, 1894, Robert purchased the business from his brother and in December of 1894 sold the business back to his brother, David.  After the brothers dissolved the partnership, David Buglass carried on the business as David Buglass & Co. with Peter Cockroft as baker.  In 1908, Robert re-established himself in the bakery business incorporating it as R.G. Buglass Baking Company in 1909.  He located at 314 E. Pleasant (36/29).  By 1910, David Buglass also operated a lunch room in conjunction with his bakery.  The two brothers maintained separate businesses at the same locations through 1917.  The Robert G. Buglass Baking Company ceased operations shortly after 1921.  David Buglass continued his bakery and restaurant at 224 W. Wisconsin through 1930 (Portage Public Schools 1948-51; Jones 1914 [2]: 620-21; Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889).



M. Huber arrived in Portage in 1854 and engaged in the bakery trade in that year at the site of 113 E. Cook (56/7).  In 1879-1880, a building housing his hotel, eating house, and bakery was erected on this property. Huber operated the European Hotel on the second floor above his bakery between at least 1884 and 1903-1904.  Between 1908 and at least 1912, he ran a bowling alley with or instead of the bakery.  By 1917, the building appears to be vacant, but between 1929 and 1937, R.P. Peschl opened a bakery in the Huber Building.  By 1948, it had become the Quality Bakery which occupied the building through 1955 (Butterfield 1880: 906).





Hardware and Implement Retail



The mercantile store carried a limited supply of agricultural implements.  As agricultural settlement became established adjacent to Portage in the 1850s, farmers supported a more specialized hardware retail store which offered a large inventory and wider range of tools and hardware.  Hardware companies often employed a tinsmith within their shop who produced and repaired tin, iron, and copper housewares.  Although hardware stores frequently sold larger agricultural implements, agricultural implement dealers also specialized in this equipment.  Portage's hinterlands supported three agricultural implement dealers by 1880 (Butterfield 1880: 662).



W.W. Corning operated a general hardware store at the corner of W. Cook and W. Wisconsin by 1859 through 1880.  He advertised as a "...Wholesale and Retail Dealer in Heavy and Shelf Hardware, Stoves, Tin and Sheet Iron Ware, Agricultural Goods, &c, &c." (Farnham and Vivian 1868-69; see also Butterfield 1880: 663, 892).



In 1863, Joseph E. Wells entered the hardware business as a clerk for I.W. Bacon who began his hardware in 1856.  Bacon appeared in the 1860 census as a manufacturer of tin and sheet iron ware.  In 1874, Wells purchased the inventory of the Bacon estate, and with partners P.J. Barkman and H.W. Williams he began his own hardware business.  Prior to 1880, Wells and perhaps Bacon located in the Pettibone Block between 1856 and 1880 at the southwest corner of Cook and DeWitt.  J.E. Wells & Co. operated in 1877 as "Wholesale and Retail dealers in General Hardware, Stoves, Farming Implements, and Manufacturers of Tin, Copper, and Sheet Iron Ware"  (Merrill, Woodard & Co. 1877).  In 1880, Wells opened his store in the west side of the new Phoenix Block at 102 W. Cook (25/21).  By 1885, the hardware company placed its show room on the first floor and its stoves and tinware and tin shop on the second floor.  By 1880, Wells had established a branch firm in Waupaca.  After 1903, Thomas Wells possessed an interest in the hardware company, and P.J. Barkman became its owner in 1912.  About 1917, Charles Kutzke of the Kutzke-Senger Hardware Store founded in 1908 purchased the stock and building of J.E. Wells & Co. at 102 W. Cook.  The Kutzke-Meyer business remained at that location through 1929 (Butterfield 1880: 933; Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889; 2/7/1922; Democrat 7/30/1897; Jones 1914 [2]: 622, 638-39; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1860; Portage Public Schools 1948-51; Register-Democrat 3/15/1940).



Between 1870 and 1892, E.H. Warner operated a hardware business at 122 W. Cook (57/18) which was probably constructed in 1867.  By 1885, the hardware included a tin shop on the second floor.  Frank and Louis Schulze purchased and ran the store between 1892 and 1909.  In 1909, Louis Schulze sold his interest to Herman Schulze.  After his brother's departure, Frank Schulze operated the store as a sole proprietor between 1914 and 1917.  In 1917, Herman Senger of the Senger-Kutzke Hardware and Martin Heller purchased the business and established the Senger & Heller Hardware.  After acquiring Heller's interest in 1927, Senger operated the store until his death in 1948.  His son Jack Senger ran the business in 1949 and sold it to Don Lee who continued the business as Senger Hardware through 1955.  In 1955, the building underwent remodeling (Register-Democrat 4/27/55; Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889).



H.G. Lewis operated a hardware business at 210 DeWitt (24/33) from the date of his building's construction in 1895 through 1910.  H.G. Lewis remained in business after 1913 as Lewis and Theil, dealer in farm implements and hardware.  By 1917, J.E. Wells & Co. located in the building at 208 DeWitt although Lewis continued to own it until after 1920.  By 1921, the Portage Printing Company replaced the hardware business.



Several implement dealers served Portage's agricultural hinterlands for brief periods.  George Port may have conducted his implement business at 214 W. Wisconsin (24/24) immediately after its construction in 1869-1870 until about 1875.  George Jackson sold agricultural implements at 141 E. Cook (56/1) immediately after the building's completion in 1900-1901 until 1907.  After construction between 1915 and 1918, the building at 124 E. Cook (57/26) contained the farm implement dealership of Henry A. Schultz until approximately 1925.  By 1929, the Schaefer and Meyer Hardware had replaced the implement dealer.





Retail Furniture



During much of the nineteenth century, cabinetmakers or general merchants rather than furniture dealers often retailed furniture.  Earl & Lathrope, furniture dealers at the corner of DeWitt and Cook, proved the exception in Portage.  They probably occupied the Pettibone Block by 1868-1869 and carried parlor and bedroom suits, tables, bureaus, bedsteads, spring beds, lounges, and looking glasses (Farnham and Vivian 1868-1869).  As improving railroad transportation provided access to ready-made goods late in the century, local furniture manufacturers turned to selling furniture and at least initially retained their former function as funeral directors.



George and Alexander Murison, Scottish cabinetmakers, opened their shop in Portage in 1853.  George Murison continued the shop as sole owner after 1857-1858.  In 1880, Murison moved from the Emporium Block which once stood at the northeast corner of DeWitt and Conant to a new building at 310 DeWitt (25/18), then the southwest portion of the current building.  In 1892, Murison added the northwest wing, replacing a frame grocery.  Portage contractor Alexander Carnegie completed the wing.  At the turn of the century, Murison purchased furniture from wholesalers and closed his craft shop.  His undertaking business had also grown from fabricating occasional coffins for home funerals to managing the funeral itself.  Wallace Murison joined him as Murison and Son Company in 1893.  In 1914, the partnership incorporated as George Murison and Sons' Company with George Murison, Sr. and his two sons Wallace and George A. Murison.  After George Murison's death in the same year, the firm included Wallace Murison as president and director of the funeral parlor and ambulance service, and George A. Murison as its secretary and treasurer and director of the furniture portion of the business.  In 1917, the company remodeled the Murison's Furniture Emporium, adding the two story glass front and the third floor across the east facade.  George Murison, Jr. sold the business to Jack Weiss and Saul Black in December, 1950.  Otto Pflanz became employed with the Murison Funeral Service in 1944.   In 1946 at Wallace Murison's retirement, Pflanz purchased this portion of the business which became known as the Murison-Pflanz Funeral Service.  One year after Weiss and Black purchased the store, Pflanz moved the funeral service to the former J.B. Wells home at 430 W. Wisconsin (35/1).  By 1955, Black and Wells ran Black's Furniture Mart.  Black's Furniture closed in 1983 (Portage Daily Register 12/13/1917; 1943 [9/15: 1/3-4]; 1944 [9/15: 1/5-6]; 1/12/83; 8/8/1950; Democrat 9/14/1928; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Milwaukee Journal 1951 [4/1: 4/1-3, 6/1-2]; Columbia Co. Historical Society 1982).



Murrills and Taylor, furniture dealers, located their business at both sides of 114-116 W. Cook (57/33) in 1914 after remodeling their building.  Arthur E. Murrills had purchased the furniture department of the Bee Hive and formed the firm of A.E. Murrills & Co. between 1910 and 1914.  In 1914, Alvin C. Taylor entered the business as partner, and it became known as Murrills and Taylor.  The store with its plate glass front included two floors and a basement of furniture.  The stock also included victrolas, pianos, china, carpeting, rugs, tapestry, and linoleum.  They remained in the building through 1929 (Register-Democrat 11/4/1915; Smith Baumann Directory Co. 1929).  J.J. Eickner placed his Portage Furniture Company at 212 DeWitt (24/34) between 1924, when he had the building constructed, through 1930.  He undertook furniture repair and upholstery.



In the 1930s, several funeral parlors unrelated to furniture manufacture or retail became established.  One example was established for a short period at 729 Prospect (40/10) in 1936 (Portage Daily Register 8/17/1936).  Established by 1915, the Ingle Funeral Home located at 238 W Cook, now gone, by 1929.  The business placed its green houses which are no longer extant at 807 W. Conant in the same period.  By 1938, the funeral parlor located in the Raulf Hotel (207 W. Cook, 31/22).  In 1940, Frederick Port established his funeral parlor known as the Port-Axtell Funeral Home at 302 E. Conant (30/34).  The house was originally built as the Baptist parsonage in 1904.  It received the first of the three additions which now surround the building in 1957.  David Axtell became a partner in the business in 1973 and purchased Ports' interests in 1978 (Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Register-Democrat 10/5/40; Portage Daily Register 8/8/1904).

Drugstores



In the 1850s into the 1880s, the larger drugstores at Portage sold not only drugs but a wealth of other miscellany to ensure the success of their enterprise.  When operated by physicians such as Dr. Best whose drugstore stood at the south corner of Conant and Main in the early 1850s, the store likely included simply drugs (Butterfield 1880: 593).  However, in 1867-1868, John Graham advertised as a (Farnham and Vivian 1867-68):



	...Wholesale and Retail Druggist and Grocer.  Dealer in Stationery, Yankee Notions, Fine Liquors, Cutlery, Wall Paper and Crockery, Paints, Oils, Varnishes, Water Lime, Land Plaster, Builders' and Painter's Materials.  Garden and Field Seed, Window Glass and Glassware.  Agents for Mail, Steamship and Sail Vessels to all parts of the world.





In 1853, John A. Graham and William K. Miles clerked at the drug and grocery store of Samuel Edwards who established his business in that year in the Pettibone block.  After Edward's retirement from the business in 1856, Miles and Graham continued the drug company under the name of Miles & Company.  The drug company occupied the Vandercook Block at 238 W. Wisconsin (24/32) by at least 1865 to 1867 (Portage Public Library n.d. [photo]; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1863-73]).  At the death of Miles in 1867, John Graham acquired the company and maintained the business at 238 W. Wisconsin.  In 1873, Graham completed his two story and basement, wood post and beam, brick block at 301 DeWitt (25/17) (Harrison and Warner 1873 [date block]).  Serving as apothecary and druggist, Graham manufactured his own medicines.  He served as the agent for the Anchor, Cunard, White Star, Inman, and State Line steam ship companies, maintained a Minnesota Paint dealership, and continued his broad line of goods such as wall paper, stationery, books, varnishes, tar, picture frames, glassware, shades, and engravings through the nineteenth century.  Graham also printed a small tabloid known as the Graham Quarterly Review between 1861 to 1872.  John A. Graham, Jr. joined his father in 1895.  John Graham, Sr. incorporated the business as the John Graham Drug Company to conduct a mercantile business and manufacture and sell medicines before his death in 1916.  After his death, his son operated the store under a lease from the drug company.  J.C. Stegeman and Bryon Taylor purchased the company and building from John Graham, Jr. in 1926.  Clinton Daugherty and B.Y. Taylor acquired the drugstore in 1962.  Daugherty bought Taylor's interest in the store in 1969 and the building from Mrs. Norman Stegeman Brenner in 1981.



By 1885, the Graham Block also included the offices of physicians William Meacher who began practice in 1870 and William and Stewart Taylor on the second floor until about 1952.  Graham also rented space to the Portage Mortgage, Loan and Trust Company prior to 1908 and the Singer Sewing Machine Company in 1908.  The basement provided storage space for the large stock carried by early merchants ordering their goods only several times a year.  A barber shop with entrance on Cook Street also occupied a small room in the basement about 1908 to 1918.  William Windus opened his barber shop at this location in 1908-09.  The Graham Block received a new front which included the entrance along the DeWitt Street elevation in 1953.  The interior remodeling of the store in 1965 involved the removal of the soda fountain from the northwest corner of the building.  The carbonator remained in the basement at the sale of the building in 1992 (River Times 1853 [8/15: 2/3]; Wisconsin State Register 6/13/74; Farnham and Vivian 1867-68; Jones 1914 [2]: 631-32; Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889; 1908 [2/8: 3/6]; 7/21/73; 8/23/1969; Register-Democrat 10/27/1953; Democrat 7/30/97; Hotchkiss 1913; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Graham 1875; Daugherty 1898-1992).



Waterhouse and Davis established their drug company on the south side of W. Cook near W. Wisconsin in 1867-1868.  A clerk with the drug company since 1867, Edmund S. Purdy purchased the company in 1871.  With partner Henry Merrell, he formed the drug company of Purdy and Merrell.  At the death of Merrell in 1876, he maintained the business as sole proprietor of the Purdy Drug Company.  The Purdy Drugstore located at the east side of 102 W. Cook (25/21) after the burning of the Pettibone Block in 1880.  It remained there until 1907 when replaced by the First National Bank.  While at that corner, it occupied both floors and the basement of the 20 by 100 foot business space.  In 1877, Purdy advertised his business as "...Wholesale and Retail Dealers in Drugs, Medicines and Chemicals, Books and Stationery, Paints, Oils and Dye Stuffs" (Merrell, Woodard & Co. 1877).  By 1889, the drugstore also manufactured and sold soft drinks including Purdy's Carbonized Root Beer, Ginger Ale, and Kahla Cream.  They were advertised as temperance drinks.  Ben D. Merrell joined the Purdy Drug Company by 1890.  The company moved to the 132 W. Cook (57/13) in 1907.  In 1909, Oscar A. Klenert succeeded the Purdy Drug Company.  With nine other buildings in the block between W. Wisconsin and DeWitt along the south side of W. Cook, the front of the Klenert Pharmacy underwent a remodeling program by Mittelstaedt Brothers and Carl Kutzke in 1923.  While the building fronted on  W. Cook, the prescription window was located at the rear W. Wisconsin.  By 1929, the Johnson Drugstore and by 1948 the Service Drug Company located at 130-132 W. Cook (57/13) (Butterfield 1880: 663, 920-21; Portage Public Schools 1948-51; Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889; Register-Democrat 2/2/1924; 4/27/1923; Democrat 7/30/1897: 7; Portage Public Library n.d. [photo]).



Frank A. Rhyme purchased the drug company and store of Clifford Arnold in 1886.  Arnold remained in Portage with Rhyme for a brief period following the purchase.  Perhaps as early as 1890 (Wright 1890) and by 1908, the business had located at 114-116 W. Cook (57/33).  Frank A. Rhyme bought the building constructed in 1893 at 101 W. Cook (25/23) in 1914 from the John A. Johnson Estate and established his drug company at that location.  Rhyme soon added a stucco and glass block exterior and included a fountain.  William Rhyme took over the Rhyme Drug Company at the death of Frank Rhyme in 1919.  By the mid-1920s, the drugstore also included a lunch counter.  Frank Rhyme took over the drug company from his father in 1950 and maintained the Rhyme Supply Company at 101 W. Cook Street.  Rhyme Drugstore occupied 117 E. Cook (56/5) after 1955 (Portage Public Schools 1948-51 [1950]; Mohr 1952; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; 2/24/73; Register-Democrat 7/21/1951; 1/19/1919; 1/21/1919).





Barber Shops



Although there were certainly earlier ones, most of the identified barbers worked in the 1890s or later.  They required limited physical space and like William Windus many perhaps worked in places poorly recorded by the written record.  For example, Andrew Kiefer maintained a barber shop in Portage by 1856 until 1886.  Kiefer was a well known citizen of Portage, but the location of his shop remains vague.  Until 1861, it was located in the basement of the city bank block at 202 W. Cook (57/8) which was replaced in 1929-1930.  In 1861, he moved to the south side of Cook, perhaps to 118-122 (57/18) and later, after 1880, he may have moved to 126 W. Cook (57/16).  Andrew Kiefer advertised: "Shaving and Hair-Dressing done in the latest style.  Has constantly on hand a large assortment of Gent's Furnishing Goods, Perfumeries, &c...." (Farnham and Vivian 1868-1869; also Merrill and Woodard & Co. 1877; Butterfield 1880: 663, 909; Jones 1914 [2]: 623; Wisconsin State Register 1861 [8/24: 3/1]).  A barber occupied the location at 226 W. Wisconsin (24/29) from 1889 through 1929.  This building was replaced in 1923-1924.  Thomas Baird probably worked there in 1927-1928, and Charles Baird located in the building in 1929.  Additionally, a barber was located at 107-109 W. Cook (56/13) between at least 1910 and 1955.  In 1910 through 1920, Edgar J. Carnegie and by 1925 through 1930 John Helmann worked as barbers at this address.  It became Doc's Barber Shop by 1955 (Eulberg 1993).



A barber in Portage since 1892, William Windus operated in a basement room of the Graham Block in 1908-1909.  A barber shop remained at this location until at least 1918.  Windus continued in business through 1955 during which time he was located at 112 E. Cook (57/31) (Daugherty 1898-1992; Portage Centennial Committee 1952).  Fred Denizen located his barber shop at 111 E. Cook (56/8) in 1910 and at 107 E. Cook (57/0) in 1927-1928.  Ray Thalacker opened his shop in the Raulf Hotel (207 W. Cook, 31/22) in 1927 and remained there until 1959 when he moved to 218 W. Cook (57/5) (Columbia County Historical Society 1982).





Jewelry Stores



Like other retail businesses of the 1850s through the 1870s, jewelers did more than retail jewelry.  For example, Louis Eltermann who located in Portage by 1868 advertised as a dealer in watches, clocks, jewelry, silver and plated ware, and spectacles.  He also completed engravings and repairs.  Some jewelers also produced watches and clocks (Farnham and Vivian 1868-69).  Portage supported several jewelers who remained in operation for a relatively long period.



J.C. Forbes was established at Portage as a jeweler and watchmaker in 1867.  By 1883 until 1890, he was located at 316 DeWitt (25/13).  In 1890, he moved to the east side of the street (Portage Public Library n.d. [photo]; Butterfield 1880: 597, 663; Wright 1890).



William Bard & Co., manufacturer of jewelry and watches, located in Portage in 1869.  By 1889, Chester M. and William Bard ran the firm which then carried both jewelry and musical instruments.  The business remained under the ownership of William Bard until 1901-02.  This business probably occupied 136 W. Cook (57/11) which was constructed in 1869 or 1870.  Carl R. Michel placed his jewelry business in this building by 1908.  Under the operation of George C. Michel by 1927, the business occupied the same building through 1929.  Between 1948 and 1955, Quinn's Jewelry located at 136 W. Cook (Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889).



Later and short-term businesses included A.D. Knippel who operated a jewelry store at 107-109 W. Cook (56/13) between 1924 and at least 1948.  By 1955, Porter's Jewelry Store appeared at that location (Murtagh 1989).  Established in the jewelry business by 1919, Edward A. Jones located at 127 W. Cook (56/22) between at least 1929 and 1937.  By 1948 through 1955, Maloney's Jewelry Store occupied the same location.  Present by 1903, Thomas H. Gadsen and L. Earle Grant, jewelers, occupied 118 W. Cook (57/18) in 1908 and 1909.  Operating by the same year, Charles Roskie located in the east side of 124 W. Cook (57/17).  By 1917-1918, he relocated to 128 W. Cook (57/15).





Photographers



Leaving a valuable historical record of Portage, Ira A. Ridgeway, photographer, arrived in the city shortly after 1870.  He then associated with Frank Treadway at the Jolly Gallery.  He sold his photography business to Plumb and Loomis by 1873 but remained associated with the business until about 1875.  Plumb and Loomis made "...all kinds of Pictures known to the Art.  A good assortment of Frames and Albums constantly on hand" (Farnham and Vivian 1867-69).  Ridgeway then purchased his own gallery and remained in business until 1898.  He probably maintained his studio on the second floor of 132 W. Cook (57/13) between 1885 and 1910.  Edward L. Memhard who maintained his studio in this building in 1908-09 purchased his business.  By 1910, Memhard moved to 136 W. Cook (57/11) (Democrat 7/30/1897; Portage Daily Register 4/22/1972).  The August F. Kleist Studio located at 107 W. Cook (56/13) about 1908 through 1925.  The L.F. Downie Art Studio replaced A.F. Kleist about 1927 and remained at that location through 1930.  Photographer John Jolley who owned the building between 1867 and the early 1880s may have located his studio in the building during the 1870s (Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1867-1880]; Chapin 1870; Platt 1873).





Banks



The presence of banks within the community provided a means for its citizens to make long-term investments in large enterprises.  Their presence thus suggests an expanding or strong economic outlook.  While mercantile stores might offer limited amounts of short-term credit, they lacked the resources to support major growth.  Marshall and Ilsley of Milwaukee formed Portage's first bank, the Columbia County Bank, in 1853 and incorporated it in 1854.  They located the bank in a frame building at the corner of W. Wisconsin and W. Cook, probably the site of the Corning Block and the Raulf Hotel (207 W. Cook, 31/22) and in 1855 moved into the Columbia County Bank Building at the site of the 1929-1930 City Bank Building (202 W. Cook, 57/8).  The bank failed during the panic of 1873.  Decatur Vandercook established the city's second bank, the Bank of Portage, in 1857 locating it in the 1855 Vandercook Block at 238 W. Wisconsin (24/32).  It also closed during the panic of the 1873 (Butterfield 1880: 585; Register-Democrat 7/13/1923; River Times 1853 [8/27: 6/4]; City Bank of Portage 1949; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1863-1866]).  Charles Haertel and F.W. Schulze organized the German Exchange Bank in 1874 as a private bank.  Schulze replaced Haertel as president after Haertel's death.  The bank occupied 129 W. Cook (56/23) which was replaced after 1945-1946.  It provided several other services including a general insurance and ticket agency.  The bank failed during the depression of 1893 (Stone 1882; WPA 1938: after 8; Butterfield 1880: 644, 663; Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889; 1966 [5/9: 10-11]; Jones 1914 [1]: 201-202).



Established with a capital of 75,000 dollars, the First National Bank received its charter from the United States Treasury in 1890.  It served as a depository of Columbia County and the City of Portage.  When first formed, the bank occupied the building replaced by the west portion of 108 W. Cook (57/34).  Thomas Armstrong, Jr. served as its first president until 1892 when J.E. Wells replaced him and remained in that office until 1906.  In 1893, the bank moved to 101 W. Cook (25/23) which was erected in that year.  The First National Bank relocated to its current address at 102 W. Cook in the west third of the Phoenix Block (25/21) in 1907 (Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1907]).  In that year, the bank added the savings deposit to its services.  In 1914, it joined the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago.  The First National Bank received a permanent charter in 1922 when the federal government extended national bank charters from every several years to 99 years.  To survive the depression of the early 1930s, the bank sold a majority of its stock to the Wisconsin Banking Shares Corporation in 1930.  Like other national banks, the First National Bank of Portage became a member of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation in 1935.  Major remodeling of the interior of the bank building at 102 W. Cook occurred in 1933, 1945, and 1954.  Brick and concrete replaced the wood coping in 1934 (Portage Daily Register 9/26/1936).  In 1963, the bank expanded west into 104 W. Cook, purchasing the former hardware store from the Wright estate.  Remodeling of the building continued into 1965 (Portage Public Schools 1948-51 [1950]; Portage Daily Register 1966 [5/9: 10-11]; First National Bank of Portage 1966; Jones 1914 [1]: 202).



The City Bank received its charter from the state in 1874.  Llywelyn Breese, Robert B. Wentworth, E.L. Jaeger, Rodney Loomis, W.D. Fox, and Andrew Weir organized the City Bank of Portage.  Ll. Breese served as its first president until 1914.  By that year, the bank offered checking accounts, a savings account, loans, money orders, and safety deposit vaults.  The bank was re-organized in 1909 and in 1929.  William Breese served as its new president after 1914, and Harlan B. Rogers became its vice president in 1929.  In 1931, the City Bank applied for a received fiduciary powers from the state which allowed it to form a trust department.  In 1969, the bank became known as the City Bank and Trust Company.  It is currently known as the First Star Bank.  After the Columbia County Bank failed in 1873, the City Bank moved into its quarters at 202 W. Cook.  The bank replaced its building in 1929-1930 (57/8).  The new, two story building was constructed of Bedford limestone veneer placed on a St. Cloud, granite veneer base.  The St. Louis Bank Building and Equipment Company designed and constructed the building.  Its classical design included full length pilasters which rose to its cornice, copper spandrels between the vertically aligned windows, and an entrance gained through copper, double doors.  Later detailing replaced the spandrels.  Also undergoing alteration, the interior was originally finished with black walnut, Italian Botticino marble, and bronze fixtures (Wisconsin State Register 11/8/1929 [by Zona Gale]; Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889; Register-Democrat 4/30/1930; 5/1/1930; Jones 1914 [2]: 448; Ogle, Geo. A. & Co. 1901: 229; City Bank of Portage 1914; 1949; Columbia County Historical Society 1982).



The Portage Mortgage, Loan and Trust Company formed in 1905.  It offered loans using real estate as its major collateral.  Between ca. 1905 and 1908, it rented space in Graham's Drugstore (301 DeWitt, 25/6).  By 1908 through 1917 and perhaps as late as 1925, the company was located at 135 W. Cook (56/25) (Jones 1914 [1]: 202; Daugherty 1898-1992).





Attorneys



Portage, particularly through the 1860s, supported a large number of attorneys like many communities of the period.  The considerable litigation over the land contracts during the transfer of the public domain into private ownership often engaged their services.  In 1880, nine lawyers continued to serve the city (Smith 1973: 401-03; Butterfield 1880: 662).  Because of Richard Veeder's extensive claims in the city, the lands of private property owners in part of the city remained in dispute until the 1860s.  This settlement in addition to the numerous property disputes common to the period occupied the city's legal profession.



Baron Steuben Doty, brother of Governor James Duane Doty, settled at Portage in 1855 and practiced in the city until his death in 1871.  During this period, he formed partnerships first with David J. Puttling and then with Alva Stewart (Turner, A.J. 1903: 13-14).



Joshua Guppey settled in Portage in 1851. While living at Columbus, he was elected county judge of probate and became county judge in 1847 and 1854.  He again served as county judge between 1865 and 1881 (Turner, A.J. 1903: 17-18; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952: 15).  Built in several stages in the 1850s and 1860s, his dwelling continues to stand at 647 Silver Lake Drive (47/32).



Josiah H. Rogers opened his law practice at Portage in 1871.  Between 1871 and 1879, he formed a partnership with G.J. Cox which later included his son Harlan B. Rogers.  Rogers was elected to the position of district attorney between 1874 and 1880 and served as the city attorney in the 1880s and as mayor in 1887.  Associated with the Republican Party, he served at several state conventions.  From 1873 through 1917, the law offices of the firm were located at 139 W. Cook (56/26).  By 1929, they occupied 135 W. Cook (56/25).  By 1937, H.B. Rogers moved to offices above the City Bank Building at 202 W. Cook (57/8) and in 1948 through 1955 over 238 W. Wisconsin (24/32).  His law firm continues to the present under the name of Miller, Rogers, and Owens located in offices recently constructed at 311 DeWitt (25/9) (Butterfield 1880: 923; Ogle, Geo. A. & Co. 1901: 722-24; Jones 1914 [2]: 536-37; Portage Centennial Committee 1952).



Edmund S. Baker practiced law in Portage between 1870 and 1927.  In 1927, Ross Bennett continued Baker's legal practice which had been located over 134 W. Cook (57/12) between 1890 and 1918.  Bennett served as county district attorney between 1929 and 1933.  He formed a partnership with John Taras between 1931 and 1934.  In 1956, he established the firm of Bennett and Bennett when David Bennett joined his law firm.  By 1929, Bennett's offices occupied part of the Register Building (309 DeWitt, 25/2).  The Bennett law firm moved to 136 W.Cook (57/11) by 1948 and remained there through 1955.  It is now located at 139 W. Cook (56/26).  The law offices of David Bogue and Sanderson  remained at 309 Dewitt between 1917 and 1929 (Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Smith-Baumann Directory Company 1929; Commonwealth Telephone Co. 1937; 1948; Johnson Printing Co. 1955).



Established in 1878, the firm of Smith and Dering, including Silas S. Smith and Charles L. Dering, purchased the abstract company of Alverson and Yule and sold insurance.  Purchasing abstracts of titles to the lands in Columbia County, Miles Alverson and Yule had established their abstract business in 1872.  In 1879, Charles Dering had also established his legal practice in Portage.  The office of Smith and Dering occupied 318 DeWitt (25/13) between 1883 when the building was constructed and about 1910.  After that date, the two partners probably separated with Charles Dering, lawyer at the site of 110 E. Cook in 1910 and 316 DeWitt (25/15) between 1917-1920 and the abstract company at 318 DeWitt (25/16) from 1910 until 1955.  Between 1910 and 1916, Smith operated the company, and it became the Smith-Andrews Abstract Company in 1917, the Smith-Rogers Abstract Company by 1921 through 1929, and the Columbia County Abstract Company by 1937 (Butterfield 1880: 875, 894, 928).



W.S. Stroud became a member of the firm of Armstrong and Stroud of Portage by 1882.  In 1898 and 1910, he served as judge of Columbia County and retired from the law practice in 1920.  W.S. Stroud maintained his offices at the site of the City Bank Building at 202 W. Cook (57/8) by 1890 through 1918 (Democrat 7/30/1897; Register-Democrat 8/11/1936).



Alonzo F. Kellogg practiced law in Portage by 1903 and was also the city attorney prior to 1910.  Between 1908 and 1910, he located his offices over 114-116 W. Cook (57/33).  From that date to 1939, he served as county judge (Register-Democrat 12/10/1939).





	Wholesale or Commercial Enterprises





Introduction



Portage achieved limited commercial importance by the early nineteenth century when it served as a supply point for the fur trade.  By the mid-nineteenth century, it gained its major importance not only as a retail but as a commercial center serving Columbia County and the area to the north while the pineries along the Wisconsin remained a significance source of lumber.  In this discussion, commercial enterprises refer to those businesses involved in the wholesaling of goods produced externally to the community and their resale to retailers locally and regionally, the purchasing of local goods and their shipment to extra-local markets, and the storage of these products.  Large retailers, primarily general merchants and millers, often also engaged in commerce prior to the 1880s.  They purchased local products, stored them, and sold them outside the local area or bought goods in bulk and supplied local retailers.  Milling enterprises are discussed under industry in Chapter VI and the mercantile businesses were discussed under the Good and Services topic above (Chapter V).



Because farmers engaged in commercial agricultural production almost immediately after settlement, they required outlets and sources of goods not produced on the farm.  Thus, commercial establishments to purchase and ship agricultural products as well as other raw materials out of the area developed as transportation permitted.  Wisconsin's small urban places created a limited demand in the 1850s.  The pineries absorbed a large quantity of the products, and a growing amount was shipped out of Wisconsin.  Without access to a railroad prior to 1856, products to and from Portage went overland or by the Fox-Wisconsin Waterway toward cities along Lake Michigan.  After the arrival of rail service in December, 1856, goods continued to flow east for several decades along the waterway and increasingly by rail to Milwaukee.  By the 1860s, Chicago and the Twin cities expanded their wholesaling networks at Milwaukee's expense.  Retailers and wholesalers dealt directly with the firms or traveling salesmen from these locations and no longer received goods directly from the east (Nesbit 1973: 196-97; Current 1976: 14, 107, 188, 384).





Grain and Flour Dealers



Although flour milling remained a relatively minor part of Portage's industry, grain dealers and later feed dealers who bought, stored, and shipped the grain brought to Portage from its agricultural hinterlands and sold it to milling centers such as Milwaukee attained considerable importance by the 1860s.  Multiple flour and feed dealers existed in Portage after the mid-1850s, but most of their warehouses, feed mills, and offices no longer exist.  In 1880, at least eight such dealers served Portage and its hinterlands.  Andrew Weir operated as a grain dealer after 1855 (Butterfield 1880: 932).  Wells and Craig, who ran the Portage City Mill at the east end of the canal, remained dealers in flour and feed as late as  1869 (Farnham and Vivian 1868-1869).  Flour and feed dealer Daniel Wells operated in Portage during the 1870s (Butterfield 1880: 934), and William Dates engaged in the business after 1877 (Butterfield 1880: 893).  J.C. McKenzie became a wholesale and retail dealer in flour and feed by 1889.  His enterprise included a warehouse and salesroom (Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889).  George Craig's feed mill occupied a two story building southwest corner of Dodge and E. Wisconsin by 1889 (Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1889).  H.A. Cuff purchased the McDonald and Tibbits steam powered feed mill in 1893.  It once stood in the first ward at 214 E. Wisconsin.  His sons inherited the mill in 1932 and formed H.A. Cuff and Sons.  The mill building was replaced in 1945 and no longer stands (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1894; 1901; 1910; 1918; 1929; Portage Public Schools 1948-1951; Jones 1914 [2]: 568; Butterfield 1880: 634).



Robert B. Wentworth, a grain dealer, constructed a 40 by 60 foot and 50 foot high, timber frame grain elevator in 1862.  It remains located southeast of the canal at 131 E. Mullett (48/20) (Wisconsin State Register 1862 [9/20: 3/1]).  It possessed a storage capacity of 4000 bushels.  By the 1870s, he operated the elevator as Wentworth, McGregor and Company.  In addition, he maintained a shipping company, the Portage and Green Bay Transportation Company, to move grain and freight by steamboats between Portage and Watertown, Berlin, and Green Bay between 1864 and 1873.  A railroad side track also extended to his elevator in 1871.  His adjacent warehouses stored coal, seed, and lumber.  In 1889, W.G. Gault and Sons owned the feed mill.  Irving W. York purchased the elevator about 1890.  With his brother George E. York, he ran the Portage Roller Mills: "...Grain Elevator and Grain Dealers, manufacturers of and dealer in high grades of wheat.  Also proprietors of the Portage Electric Light and Power Company" (Polk. R.L. & Co. 1890).  York maintained his mill store which carried flour, feed, and grain at 117 W. Cook (56/17) from shortly prior to 1901 through 1937.  By 1905, Robert E. York joined the firm, and by 1919, George E. and Robert E. York ran the company.  Robert E. York continued to operate the feed and grain enterprise under the name of I.W. York Company.  Sometime between 1918 and 1929, the company added the adjacent, one story, frame feed warehouse now attached to the elevator at 131 E. Mullett.  Robert York sold the company in 1946 to Sunnyside Hatcheries.  The elevator is currently owned by Vita-Plus Corporation of Madison.  The I.W. York Company also maintained a flour mill and warehouse at Jefferson and Emmett along the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul tracks (Butterfield 1880: 635, 934; Register-Democrat 9/3/1908; 12/11-18/1923; Democrat 7/30/1897; Portage Daily Register 12/23/89; 9/3/09; 5/14/1914; 8/10/1914; Rugen 1868; Hoffman and Hyer 1899; Portage Area Chamber of Commerce n.d.; Wisconsin Necrology, vol. 14: 90).



Several additional feed stores were located in the retail district.  In addition to his mill along E. Wisconsin, J.E. McDonald operated a flour and feed business at 212 W. Wisconsin (24/23) immediately after the building's construction in 1892.  He remained at that location until about 1901-04.  G.D. Wood and J.W. Smith, flour and feed dealers, operated from 211 DeWitt (25/3) which was erected while Grove D. Wood owned the property in 1898-1899.  They remained at that location through 1905.



Flour and feed warehouses once stood along the former Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad tracks.  S.S. Case erected a warehouse and grain elevator, now demolished, near the depot in 1862.  After a fire burned these buildings near the railroad depot, Case rebuilt the elevator in 1863 and sold it to the railroad (Register-Democrat 9/3/1900; Butterfield 1880: 634).  Fox and Company rented the commercial space in that year.  By 1894 and probably considerably earlier, the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul operated a timber frame grain elevator and warehouse, coal sheds, sand sheds, ice houses, a blacksmith shop, and small machine shop between the roundhouse and freight depot.  By 1901, stockyards were also located in this area.  The Washburn Fuel Company demolished the grain elevator in 1950 (Wisconsin State Register 1861 [2/15: 3/1]; Scribbins 1987a: 21-28; 1987b: 16-19; Portage Daily Register 3/25/1950; 7/18/50, 2/13/71; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1894; 1910).  I.W. York also maintained warehouses adjacent to his flour mill which once stood along the tracks by 1889.  Fire destroyed the mill in 1932 (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1889; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952) (see Industry, Chapter VI).





Additional Wholesale Dealers



Like the feed mills and grain and flour warehouses, only a small number of Portage's warehouses storing dry goods, provisions, groceries, hardware, fruits, produce, and other commodities continue to stand.  Since Portage served as a supply point for the pineries and agricultural trade centers to the north from the 1840s through the 1870s and the fur trade from the beginning of the century, it supported a sizeable wholesale trade (Nesbit 1973: 296-304).  As the transport of lead across the Portage increased during the 1820s, Daniel Whitney established two warehouses by the early 1830s, one at either end of the Portage (Libby 1895: 338).  By 1850, C.W. Mappa operated a warehouse along the Fox near the mouth of the canal (Wisconsin State Register 6/13/1874; Butterfield 1880: 534).  By 1851, M.R. Keegan wholesaled dry goods, groceries, hardware, liquor, provisions, and clothing (River Times 1851 [1/3: 3/4]).  John Reid established a stock and produce business after 1865.  Operating as Reid and Foster, he became a dealer in wool by 1880 (Butterfield 1880: 923).



Although several of the general merchants, grocers, and large retailers who located their stores along Cook and adjacent streets primarily sold goods retail, they also wholesaled a small number of commodities.  An early groceryman in Portage, August Voertman wholesaled groceries to lumbermen from 1853 to 1878.  He located his store at the site of the west side of Carroll and Klug Department Store at 108 W. Cook (57/34).  Voertman sold his groceries wholesale to lumbermen (Turner, A.J. 1903: 38; Jones 1914 [2]: 611).  Henry Bolting operated as a wholesale and retail dealer in groceries, wines, liquors, and cigars.  From at least 1863 to 1876, Bolting owned the building at 127 W. Cook (56/22), probably the location of his store (Wisconsin State Register 1863 [10/17: 3/1]).  W.W. Corning operated a general hardware store at the corner of W. Cook and W. Wisconsin by 1859 through 1880.  He advertised as a  wholesale and retail dealer in hardware (Farnham and Vivian 1868-69; Butterfield 1880: 663, 892).  J.E. Wells & Co. was established as a wholesale and retail dealer in general hardware by the 1870s (Merrill, Woodard & Co. 1877).  In 1880, he opened his store in the center of the new Phoenix Block (102 W. Cook, 25/21).   By 1867, John Graham operated as a wholesale and retail druggist and grocer.  John Graham then maintained the business at 238 W. Wisconsin (24/32).  In 1873, Graham completed his brick block at 301 DeWitt (25/7) (Harrison and Warner 1873 [date block]; Farnham and Vivian 1867-68).  The Purdy Drug Company operated as a wholesale and retail dealer in drugs, medicines, and other goods.  It occupied the east side of 102 W. Cook (25/21) after the burning of the Pettibone Block in 1880 and remained there until 1907 (Merrell, Woodard & Co. 1877; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885).



C.F. Mohr operated a general store by 1869.  He located at 119 W. Cook (56/18) by 1883-1884.  The Mohr Produce Company grew from this business.  The company maintained a coal shed, coal bin, lumber and lime house, and implement warehouse along the southeast side of the canal and northeast of Adams after 1910 and before 1918 (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1910; 1918; 1929; Portage Centennial Committee 1952).  Although some portion of these buildings, most likely the coal shed at 211 E. Mullett (49/0), as well as some foundations remain, the determination of their date of construction and precise function was not possible during the survey.  In 1934, C.H. Mohr and Son constructed a warehouse along W. Mullett near its intersection with E. Wisconsin, but it no longer remains (Portage Daily Register 11/19/1934).  Probably because of the number of grocers in Portage and the city's role as a provisions center, the larger grocers tended to sell both retail and wholesale.  Established in 1883, William Grossman Company primarily operated as a wholesale operation.  The commercial business occupied a three story building in the retail section of Portage as well as warehouses in the first ward southeast of the canal.  Their locations were not identified (Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889).  



Robert Cochrane established his business as a produce and commission merchant in 1877.  He also maintained substantial interests in milling and lumber.  At Robert Cochrane's death in 1910, Thomas H. Cochrane maintained the business and incorporated it as T.H. Cochrane and Co by 1914.  The company maintained its main office in Portage and ran 23 branch offices in Wisconsin and Minnesota.  With Leonard Hettinger, Cochrane also formed the Portage Wholesale Grocery Company which stored the company's products at 141 E. Cook (56/1) between approximately 1924 and 1929.  Cochrane established a warehouse along W. Edgewater and his office in the former State Register Building at the northwest corner of DeWitt and Canal by 1910.  Neither of these locations appear to remain.  The company's seed and grain, wood frame, concrete block warehouse at 114 Dodge (48/27) was erected between 1916 and 1918 (Jones 1914 [2]: 588-89; Sanborn-Perris Map Company 1918; Jones 1914 [2]: 768).



Established by about 1922, the Frank Fruit Company maintained several warehouses in Portage.  Erected by 1929, the steel truss fruit warehouse continues to stand along the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul tracks at 1001 Jefferson (45/24).  The company remained there through 1955.  The company also occupied a building complex used as a warehouse, auto storage, and carpenter's shop at 112-120 E. Mullett (48/22).  The Portage Iron Works operated by the Slinger Foundry, Machine, and Auto Company constructed the building in 1918, and the Frank Fruit Company occupied the space from sometime between 1918 and 1929.  For a brief period prior to and in 1929, the Wisconsin Rabbit Fur and Products Company located in part of the building at 120 E. Mullett (48/22).  The Nold Wholesale Company leased the adjacent section of the building to the southwest at 112 E. Mullett during the same period.  This portion is now removed.  The company also occupied the building at 106 E. Mullett (48/23) from sometime ca. 1928 through 1937.  The east portion of the building was constructed by the Portage Iron Works about 1891 while the west section was erected between 1905 and 1910 (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1918; 1929; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952: 27; Johnson Printing Company 1955; Commonwealth Telephone Company 1937; 1948; Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929).



In 1922, Consumers Lumber and Coal company erected five concrete coal bins, an adjacent office, and two 29,000 gallon oil tanks which continue to stand along the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul tracks at 229 E. Emmett (45/27) (Register-Democrat 9/22/1922; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1929).  Frank Day also dealt in coal by 1905 (Jones 1914 [2]: 727).





	Information Services



Newspaper publishers began printing newspapers and other materials at Portage by 1850.  At that time, only forty-six newspapers and periodicals were printed in the state.  By the 1860s, Portage publishers printed one of the leading newspapers in the State of Wisconsin.  A.J. Turner and Robert Wentworth assisted in the founding of the Wisconsin Press Association which first met in the Pettibone Block at Portage in 1857 and organized in that year.  The group then established guidelines for publishing and printing newspapers in Wisconsin (Register-Democrat 8/10/1914; Butterfield 1880: 645; Smith 1973: 569).



Owned and edited by James and John Delaney, Portage's first paper, the Fox and Wisconsin River Times, began publication on July 4, 1850 in an office at the site of 113 E. Cook (56/7) and then moved to a location along Edgewater.  The publication of the paper was continued in August and September, 1853 by John A. Brown and Joseph Delaney.  During this interval, the office stood in what was referred to as the Gorman Building near the Pettibone Block at Cook and DeWitt.  After September, 1853 editor John A. Brown published the paper as the Badger State.  C.C. Britt and later Joseph Doty acquired partial interests for short periods between 1855 and 1859.  In 1855, the office was located in the Corning House Block, the site of the Raulf Hotel (207 W. Cook, 31/22).  Both the River Times and the Badger State were published from a democratic perspective.  The Badger State suspended business in December, 1859.  Beginning publication in February, 1855 under editor Julius Chandler who worked briefly with John Chandler, the Independent presented the view point of the newly formed Republican Party.  A.J. Turner worked as compositor for this paper sometime after his arrival in 1855.  Robert B. Wentworth purchased the Independent in 1857 and began publication of the Portage City Record between April, 1857 and March, 1861 with M.M. Davis and A.J. Turner as editors.  The paper then probably occupied offices in the Register Building which once stood near the northwest corner of Canal and DeWitt.  Both Davis and Turner left the paper in 1857.  Turner returned in 1859 (Register-Democrat 8/10/1914; Wentworth 1959; Butterfield 1880: 531-535; Wisconsin Visual and Sound Archives n.d.).



In April, 1861, A.J. Turner purchased the Portage City Record and the Register Building from Robert Wentworth and merged the paper with the Wisconsin State Register established by S.S. Brannan in March, 1861.  Published by Brannan and Turner and edited locally by Turner and Israel Holmes, the Register presented its editorials from a Republican perspective.  Holmes sold his interest in the paper in 1864.  From about 1861 until 1880, the Wisconsin State Register was published on the second floor of the Pettibone Block at the northwest corner of DeWitt and Cook (Wisconsin State Register 1861 [11/2: 1]; Hawes 1865).  In 1878, Brannan and Turner sold the Wisconsin State Register to John T. Clark and Benjamin F. Goodell who served as editor.  In 1880, the Wisconsin State Register was published in the City Bank Block which was replaced in 1929-1930 (202 W. Cook, 57/8).  S.S. Rockwood purchased Clark's interest in the paper in 1885.  B.F. Goodell remained as editor.



In addition to the weekly Register, Rockwood and Goodell began printing the Portage Daily Register on the second floor and in the basement of 210 W. Cook (55/7) in 1885.  The newspaper remained there through 1889 (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1889).  In 1887, Rockwood incorporated the Register Printing Company and considerably enlarged the operation.  To print the two newspapers and operate the new blank book and binding factory, the company added presses and type, equipment for folding, printing, and stamping, and other equipment.  The company then employed 22 operators.  In 1891, Maurice Goodman purchased an interest in the Register Printing Company.  J.H. Waggoner purchased the two newspapers in 1892 and edited them until 1894 when he sold it to Maurice Goodman.  By 1894, the paper's offices occupied the second floor of 101 W. Cook (25/23).  The Wisconsin State Register and Portage Daily Register remained under Goodman's management until Arthur A. Porter purchased them in 1908 and served as their editor.  In February, 1908, he moved the offices of the paper to 309 DeWitt and completed a new, two story brick building (25/8) in August, 1908 (Portage Daily Register 1908 [2/20: 3/5]; 8/4: 3/1]).  Offices then occupied the second floor and other businesses leased one side of the ground floor.  The paper later expanded to occupy about three-quarters of the ground floor.



In 1877, Henry D. and W.E. Bath began the Portage Democrat, the only English paper written from a democratic perspective since the Badger State ceased publication in 1859.  After Irving Bath operated the paper from 1878 to 1881, J.E. Jones took over its ownership and operation in 1881.  He guided the newspaper until 1919 when it was consolidated with the Portage Daily Register.  Between at least 1908 and 1917, Jones located the paper on both floors of 214 W. Cook (56/6).  Printing rooms occupied the first and composing rooms occurred on the second.  A.A. Porter had sold the Wisconsin State Register to P.E. Pinkerton in 1918, and he in turned sold it to John G. Cary in 1919.  Cary purchased the weeklies and dailies of the Democrat from Jones.  He combined the two dailies into the Register-Democrat and continued separate publication of the two weeklies as the Wisconsin State Register and the Portage Weekly Democrat.



A.A. Porter again purchased the papers in 1920.  In 1942, he sold them to the Comstock Publishing Company, and in July, 1954, Gladys Porter sold the building to the same company.  Dropping the Democrat portion of the title, W.T. Comstock edited the Portage Daily Register after 1942.  He ceased publication of the weekly Wisconsin State Register in 1944.  The building underwent major renovation in 1955 to 1956 when the plate glass front was filled with stone veneer and glass block windows, and the company completed interior alterations to accommodate new equipment.  In 1957, Max Lavine purchased the paper from the Comstock Publishing Company, and John Lavine became publisher of the paper after his father's death in 1964 (Register-Democrat 4/3/1919; 3/1/1923; 3/15/1940; 10/4/1956; Portage Daily Register 12/23/89; 1942 [10/3: 1]; 7/2/1954; 11/9/1968;  Jones 1914: [1] 133-37, 143; Portage Public Library n.d. [after 1964]; Wisconsin State Register 6/13/1874; 8/10/1914).



In the early 1890s, B.F. Goodell located the Goodell Printing Company at Superior and later moved it to Appleton.  By 1913, Goodell re-established the Goodell Printing Company in Portage.  He served as president and Maurice Goodman was secretary and manager.  They advertised: "Up-to-Date Quality Printers, Fine Catalogues, Calendars, Designed Work, Commercial and Railroad Printing" (Polk, R.L. & Co. 1917-1918).  By 1918, the company had located at 1 Main Street, now replaced, and remained there through 1955.  Between 1923 and 1930 or later, the printing company use spaced at 141 E. Cook (56/1) as a stock room.   Goodman purchased the company in 1923.  It primarily printed materials for the railroad and other outside companies.  When business declined during the depression, the printing company closed in September, 1934.  Incorporating as the Goodman Printing, Inc., it reopened in January, 1935 and continued to produce commercial printing.  Maurice Goodman, Jr. joined the firm in 1939 and oversaw the company's operation (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1918; 1929; Register-Democrat 9/10/1934; 1/18/1935).



Serving the large number of German immigrants who settled in Portage by the late 1850s, the Columbia County Wecker was established by Gustavus A. Selback in 1874 (Butterfield 1880: 927; Jones 1914 [1]: 143).  Prior to 1909, perhaps as early as 1901, Frank Heidt published the Wecker and a second German newspaper, the Rundschau, at 114-116 W. Cook (57/33).  Heidt moved his offices to 233 W. Cook (49/24) about 1910.  Julius Schnell took over the publication by 1913 and remained at 233 W. Cook through 1918 and perhaps as late as 1920.



Additional printing companies operated in Portage.  Hand printing occurred on the second floor of 216 W. Wisconsin (24/25) about 1894 and at 218 W. Cook (57/5) in 1918.  Robert F. Pfeil and Luman Sharp operated as book and job printers by 1910 at 123 E. Cook (57/3).  By 1913, S.B. Ernsperger had replaced Sharp, and in 1914 Pfeil probably possessed sole ownership of the company which was known as Pfeil's Practical Printing by 1917.  He remained at 123 E. Cook until about 1920 and moved the Portage Printing Company to 208 DeWitt (24/33) between about 1921 and 1930.  Later run by Orel J. Pfeil, the company remained there until the 1970s when it moved to E. Albert.  It continues in operation in 1993.  In 1908-1909, Frank Voshardt, printer and binder, located at 122 E. Cook (57/25).  Voshardt produced the 1910 Portage directory.  The Neimeyer Printery occupied the second floor of 238 W. Wisconsin (24/32) in 1929.



In 1883, Portage residents formed a private telephone company with William Roehm serving as its president.  The telephone company became part of the General Telephone Company of Wisconsin in 1896.  By 1901, the company occupied quarters in a building which once stood at the southwest corner of Conant and W. Wisconsin.  By 1905, the company located adjacent to 308 W. Conant.  In that year, the number of subscribers in Portage had grown from the 50 of 1896 to 558.  The company erected a new building at 308 W. Conant (31/19) in 1914.  In about 1937, the company reorganized as the Commonwealth Telephone Company (Portage Public Schools 1948-51; Portage Daily Register 2/7/1952; Murtagh 1986; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1901; 1910; 1929; Commonwealth Telephone Company 1937).





	List of Surveyed and National Register Properties Noted in the Text�





Address				Map Code		Notations



1016 Cass 				46/15			Bartosz Inn



302 E. Conant 			30/34			Baptist Parsonage

503 E. Conant 			29/34			Darius Goodyear House



235 W. Conant 			31/25			livery

308 W. Conant 			31/19			Commonwealth Telephone Co.



100 E. Cook 			25/20			

102 E. Cook 			57/24			

107 E. Cook 			57/0			

109 E. Cook 			56/9			meat market

111 E. Cook				56/8

112 E. Cook				57/31

113 E. Cook				56/7			Huber Building

115-117 E. Cook 			56/5 			Dullaghan or Eulberg Opera Hall

119 E. Cook 			56/4

121-123 E. Cook 			56/3			Bryan & Son, meats

122 E. Cook 			57/25

123 E. Cook				57/3

124 E. Cook 			57/26

126 E. Cook 			57/27			Portage Boat and Engine Co.

141 E. Cook 			56/1			Portage Rug Company

505 E. Cook 			29/29			Merrell House

�Address				Map Code		Notations



101 W. Cook				25/23			Johnson Block

102 W. Cook 			25/21			Phoenix Block

107-109 W. Cook			56/13			barber shop

108 W. Cook 			57/34			Bee Hive, Carroll and Klug

111-115 W. Cook 			56/14

114-116 W. Cook			57/33			Office of the Rundschau

117 W. Cook 			56/17			York's Mill Store

118 W. Cook 			57/18

119 W. Cook				56/18			Mohr Produce Co.121 W. Cook 	121 W. Cook				56/19

122 W. Cook				57/18			Schulze Hardware

123 W. Cook				56/20			Klenert Meat Market

124 W. Cook 			57/17

125 W. Cook 			56/21

126 W. Cook 			57/16

127 W. Cook 			56/22

128 W. Cook 			57/15

127 W. Cook 			56/22

129 W. Cook 			56/23

130-132 W. Cook 			57/13

131 W. Cook 			56/24

132 W. Cook				57/13

134 W. Cook				57/12

135 W. Cook				56/25

136 W. Cook 			57/11			Michel Block

137-139 W. Cook 			56/26			Heartel/Eulberg Saloon/Office 

202 W. Cook 			57/8			City Bank Building

207 W. Cook 			31/22			Raulf Hotel

210 W. Cook 			55/7			Loomis, Gallett and Breese

214 W. Cook 			57/7			Democrat newspaper office

218 W. Cook 			57/5			Bartosz Saloon

220 W. Cook 			57/4

222 W. Cook 			57/3

233 W. Cook 			49/24			Office of the Rundschau



205 DeWitt 				25/2			Wright and Robbins

208 DeWitt 				24/33			Lewis Hardware

211 DeWitt 				25/3

212 DeWitt				24/34			J.J. Eickner

301 DeWitt				25/17			Graham's Drugstore

305 DeWitt 				25/7			Beattie Building

309 DeWitt 				25/8			Register Building

310 DeWitt 				25/18			Murison Building

311 DeWitt 				25/9			Miller, Rogers, and Owens

314 DeWitt 				25/13

316 DeWitt 				25/13

318 DeWitt 				25/13			Smith and Dering

320 DeWitt 				25/12			Hillyer Block

1213 DeWitt 			46/35 		American Hotel

�Address				Map Code		Notations



114 Dodge 				48/27			T.H. Cochrane Warehouse



1205 Dunn 				47/8			tavern

1207 Dunn				47/9			Globe Hotel



401-403 E. Edgewater 		22/22			Epstein Brewery



109 W. Edgewater			24/19			E.A. Weinke Dealorship



229 E. Emmett			45/27			Consumers Lumber and Coal Co.



1001 Jefferson 			45/24			Frank Fruit Company



106 E. Mullett 			48/23			Portage Iron Works, Nold 								  Wholesale

112-120 E. Mullett 		48/22			Portage Iron Works, Frank Fruit 								  Co.

131 E. Mullett 			48/20			Wentworth grain elevator

211 E. Mullett 			49/0			Mohr Produce Company



221 W. Oneida			47/7			saloon

302 W. Oneida 			46/21			Oneida Hotel

217 W. Oneida 			47/5 			restaurant

219 W. Oneida 			47/6			grocery

400 W. Oneida			47/10			Railroad Depot



314 E. Pleasant 			36/29			R.G. Buglass Baking Company



729 Prospect 			40/10			funeral parlor



647 Silver Lake Drive 		47/32			Joshua J. Guppey



201-211 E. Wisconsin 		48/25			Hyland Garage



208 W. Wisconsin			24/20

210 W. Wisconsin 			24/21

212 W. Wisconsin			24/23

214 W. Wisconsin 			24/24

216 W. Wisconsin 			24/25			

218 W. Wisconsin 			24/25			tire vulcanizing, saloon

220 W. Wisconsin 			24/27			Baerwolf Saloon

224 W. Wisconsin 			24/28			Burglass & Co. Bakery

226 W. Wisconsin 			24/29			Baird Barber Shop

228-230 W. Wisconsin 		24/31			Emder House

238 W. Wisconsin 			24/32 		Vandercook Building

430 W. Wisconsin 			35/1			J.B. Wells House





�	CHAPTER VI: PORTAGE CRAFTS AND INDUSTRY�





	Portage's Crafts



The industrial base of many communities settled in the mid-nineteenth century was often difficult to distinguish from its craft enterprises.  During the early settlement period, the number of craft enterprises often far exceeded the manufacturers in a single community.  And, some of the enterprises which were normally associated with industries in fact developed from a craft setting (see chapter V for definition).  Crafts which produced custom-made goods usually served a local market.  Portage's crafts were short-lived in comparison to less accessible Wisconsin communities.  Its location along two transportation systems which reached the city before or coincident with the development of industry in Milwaukee quickly competed with Portage's weakly developed crafts.  Also, the Great Lakes trade brought goods to the Portage by the 1850s which in price and variety successfully competed with the locally made products.  Therefore, Its craft enterprises either turned to the retail and repair of the mass-produced goods they once made, or the craft shop expanded into industrial enterprises.  Often, businessmen finanaced the industry while the former craftsmen managed the enterprise (Smith 1973: 132).





Wood and Metal Products



Although Portage lacked a large wood milling industry, it did have access to an abundant supply of hardwoods to the north.  It therefore developed several crafts such as cabinetmakers and wagonmakers which manufactured wood products.  Blacksmiths frequently operated in conjunction with wagonmakers to produce the needed metal parts.



Operating at a craft level, most of Portage's wood products industries supplied a local trade.  As the furniture industry expanded in larger cities such as Sheboygan, Milwaukee, and Oshkosh which served not only Wisconsin but frontier areas to the west, these products were shipped to Portage via the railroad established by 1857.  The growth of large furniture industries which eventually ended the production of hand-crafted furniture commenced by the 1860s.  The small shops disappeared from Wisconsin cities between 1870 and 1910.  By the 1890s, the cabinetmaker and undertaker became the furniture retailer and funeral parlor (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, industry]: 7).



George Murison became the primary craftsman of furniture in Portage.  In 1853, George and Alexander Murison opened their cabinetmaking shop at the site of the west side of 108 W. Cook (57/34).  They hand-crafted household furniture and caskets (Portage Register-Democrat 9/14/1928).  Alexander Murison left Portage in 1857.  In 1858, George Murison moved his shop to the Emporium Block at the southeast corner of DeWitt and Conant.  The Emporium Block burned in ca. 1918.  In 1880, Murison expanded his craft enterprise a second time and moved to his newly constructed shop at 310 DeWitt, now the southwest section of the current building (25/28).  Until the 1890s, Murison hand-crafted most of his household furniture and caskets to order.  He did purchase very common pieces such as kitchen chairs, beds, and small bureaus which were mass-produced after the Civil War at Baraboo.  He used hand-operated machinery to complete each piece from available woods.  To operate his shop, Murison employed two additional workers.  His operation served a local clientele.  By the time of his second building expansion to the northwest in 1892, Murison had begun retailing mass-produced furniture.  In 1893, George Murison included his son Wallace in the business which then became Murison and Son Company.  The business incorporated in 1914.  In 1917, the building attained its final form with the third story and plate glass store front under the name of George Murison Sons' Company and funeral parlor.  The business continued until 1950 (Portage Daily Register 12/13/1917; Democrat 9/14/1928; 12/30/1922; Register-Democrat 9/14/1953; Jones 1914 [2]: 565-66; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1860; 1880: industrial schedule]).



Philetus S. Hollenbeck as Ryan and Hollenbeck crafted furniture by 1860.  He employed two workers in his hand-craft enterprise by 1870.  In that year, his shop produced chairs, tables, bureaus, stands, lounges, and coffins and included some upholstered furniture.  However, Hollenbeck did not advertise his trade until 1873 and had retired by 1886.  About 1881, Hollenbeck placed his shop in his newly constructed building at 122 E. Cook (57/25).  Charles Schenk also maintained a cabinet maker's shop by 1870 which produced bureaus, tables, chairs, coffins, and some upholstered furniture.  He employed only one additional individual.  The location of his shop was not identified (Butterfield 1880: 663, 912; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1860; 1870; 1880: Industrial Schedule]).



Most early communities supported craftsmen who manufactured carriages and wagons on a small scale from the locally available hardwoods.  They served their community and adjacent rural areas from the settlement of these hinterlands until the 1890s.  The operation often occupied small, one and a half to two story buildings with an adjacent blacksmithing area or shop.  Occasionally, one craft shop did both blacksmithing and carriage making or carriage makers operated in an adjacent shop to the blacksmith who supplied him with the necessary iron parts (Smith 1983: 532; Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, industry]: 13; Nesbit 1973: 180-81, 275).  While three wagonmakers operated in 1860, the number grew to only four by 1880.  After this decade, wagons and carriages massed produced outside of Portage and available through hardware stores and implements dealers probably replaced this craft.



George Jackson advertised as a producer of carriages and wagons and also did blacksmithing and painting and repairing of wagons (Farnham and Vivian 1868-69).  Jackson primarily manufactured carriages and buggies and some wagons using oak, iron, and paints and varnishes with the assistance of six occasional hands by 1880.  He remained in business between at least 1860 through 1880.  In 1900, Jackson occupied the recently constructed west half of 141 E. Cook (56/1).  By this date until 1907, he no longer crafted carriages and wagons but sold agricultural implements.  James Collins also advertised as a blacksmith and wagonmaker in 1860 and 1870.  A wagon shop was located at 210 W. Wisconsin (24/21) by 1885.  It was replaced in 1905-1906.  Between 1905-1906 about 1921, blacksmith Jacob Rupp who owned the building and carriage maker and wagonmaker N.J. Behnkie occupied the first floor and probably a building to the southwest which is now replaced by a gas station (U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1860; 1870; 1880: industrial schedules]; Butterfield 1880: 664).



Until the turn of the century, blacksmiths crafted custom-made agricultural implements and other housewares, they repaired iron materials, and they corroborated with other craftsmen such as wagon and carriage makers to produce additional custom-made wares.  Portage supported surprisingly few blacksmiths in the 1850s and 1860s perhaps because the city was also served by several foundries.  The industrial schedules listed two blacksmiths in 1860 and 1870.  There were likely others who maintained small businesses.  By 1880, Portage supported about four blacksmiths.  By the 1890s and 1900, blacksmiths primarily repaired metal parts and, becoming mechanics, often converted their shops to automobile repair.



In operation by 1860, James Collins maintained a shop with five employees and manufactured carriages and wagons as well as maintaining a blacksmith section by 1870.  In 1877, he also served as agent for McCormick reapers and mowers and manufactured iron fences (Merrill and Woodard & Co. 1877).  As noted, George Jackson engaged both in blacksmithing and carriage making between 1860 and 1880.  In addition to Jackson and Collins, H.O. Lewis advertised as a blacksmith by 1873.  By 1880, Lewis operated a shop with four employees.  He continued as a blacksmith until 1898 by which time he worked with Louis Prehn and also produced agricultural implements.  By 1897, his son, Hugh G. Lewis, operated a hardware store near the site of his father's forge at 208 DeWitt (24/33).  Jacob Rupp worked as a blacksmith between about 1895 and 1921.  He occupied 210 W. Wisconsin (24/21) and the adjacent building with carriage maker N.J. Behnkie after 1905.  Established in 1893 and operating into the 1920s, the William Sarbecker blacksmith shop stood at the southwest corner of Conant and Wisconsin at the site of 304 W. Conant, near the Wisconsin Power and Light building (U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1860; 1870; 1880: industrial schedules]; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Portage Public School 1948-1951).  Thus, although blacksmiths were usually the most common craftsmen present in a community, the number of blacksmiths in Portage during any given period appears relatively low.



The manufacture of tin, copper, and sheet iron wares remained at the craft level in Portage.  The industry grew from a single operator, Alexander Whirst and his single hand in 1850, to four private shops employing one to three hands in the 1870s.  Four shops also existed in 1880.  However, while the two private shops employed only one individual, the two shops associated with hardware stores of J.E. Wells and Schulz Brothers employed two or three hands.  With an assured outlet, the later two craftsmen operated a slightly larger shop (U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1850; 1860; 1870; 1880: industrial schedules]).  Schultz Brothers, a mercantile store at the east side of 108 W. Cook (57/34), employed a tinsmith in 1880.  The Warner Hardware which later became the Schulze Hardware Company at 118-122 W. Cook (57/18) also employed a tinsmith from at least 1885 through 1901.  I.W. Bacon began his career in Portage as a manufacturer of tin and sheet iron wares, and he operated a hardware by 1856.  J.E. Wells purchased his business in 1874.  By 1877, J.E. Wells & Co. operated as manufacturers of tin, sheet iron, and copper ware.  By 1880, the store occupied the middle of the Phoenix Block, 102 W. Cook (25/21).  The store contained a tin shop on the second floor by 1885 through 1901 (Merrell, Wood & Co. 1877; Butterfield 1880: 933; Jones 1914 [2]: 622, 638-39).  H.G. Lewis who maintained a hardware at 208 DeWitt (24/33) from 1895 to 1910, also employed a tinsmith on the second floor.  J.E. Wells continued to employ a tinsmith when he took over the shop by 1917 and operated it until about 1920.  After ca. 1920, furnace and plumbers took over much of the tin product preparation.





Merchant Tailors



Most communities supported small custom tailor shops of one tailor and an apprentice or workman.  Larger operations generally manufactured a mix of ready-made and custom clothing (Smith 1973: 531).  Beginning after the Civil War, reaching its peak production in the late 1870s and 1880s, and disappearing in the early twentieth century, a substantial number of merchant tailor shops located in Portage.  Most of these tailors emigrated from the German states.  The craft also employed migrant German seamstresses and apprentices.  The shops employed more than a few skilled craftsmen who completed a large portion but not all of each custom-made piece of clothing, primarily wool suits and coats.  Although the larger shops might utilize an entire building, the shop frequently occupied the upper stories of the retail stores along Cook and adjacent streets.  Additionally, several of the larger clothing merchants such as Carroll and Klug and Breese, Loomis and Gallett supported a tailor section in their stores.  About 125 tailors worked in Portage by 1880.  Their products served a comparatively wide radius in south central Wisconsin.  Merchant tailoring perhaps achieved its importance in Portage because of its location at the juncture of several rail lines and its function as a relatively isolated trade center serving a large radius, particularly to the north.  This location and the high quality of workmanship exhibited by the Portage tailors allowed the craft shops to compete with the large tailor industry in Milwaukee and at the turn of the century with ready-made clothing.  By the late nineteenth century, the shops sent salesmen to take orders for custom clothing in central and northern Wisconsin cities such as Phillips, Hayward, Wausau, Superior, and Merrill. 



Portage tailors belonged to Local No. 55 of the Journeymen's Tailors' of America established in 1890.  It was affiliated with the American Federation of Labor.  Functions of the group included death benefits for burials and support of the family; social activities such as an annual ball, parades, picnics, and dances; and the maintenance of a camp at Swan Lake.  Regular dues supported the activities.  Although they were among one of the highest wage earners of the city, 45 tailors in Portage struck for increased wages in 1894 without success.  Because the shops remained unable to fill orders for a considerable period, their business declined at the turn of the century and never recovered.  Tailors left the city, and shops gradually closed (Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; 3/7/1961; 2/28/1970).



Philip H. Goodman, born in Bavaria, entered the shop of L. Funkenstein, merchant tailor, in 1867.  Funkenstein had begun operation in Portage by 1860 employing seven workers.  At the retirement of his employer, Goodman established his own shop.  In the 1870s, he employed 24 workers in the second floor of the Pettibone Block.  He then dealt both in ready-made and custom-made men's, women's, boys' and children's clothing.  He claimed that (Graham 1875):



	It is not flattery to state that for variety of patterns, quality of goods, style of making and cheapness of price, he can suit any one in want of good cloths.  Also a fine stock of GENT'S FURNISHING GOODS, Hats, Caps, Valises, Trunks & Traveling Bags, &c.  Has also added to his stock BUCKSKIN UNDERCLOTHING, a necessity, and is beginning to be appreciated by those exposed to the weather or of delicate health.



By 1884 through 1894, the company had located at 135 W. Cook (57/12).  After Goodman's death in 1886, the craft shop was continued by the estate.  In 1887, Maurice Goodman with J.A. Carroll and C.C. Buckley established Ph. Goodman Company.  C.C. Buckley began employment as a traveling salesman for the Goodman shop in 1875.  The company then employed about fifty tailors.  Buckley and Leisch formed from this company in 1895.  J.C. Leisch worked in the Goodman shop as a cutter from 1885.  The company then employed sixteen tailors at the site of Wood's Barber shop.  In the late 1890s, Buckley and Leisch became the largest merchant tailors in Portage and much of Wisconsin outside Milwaukee.  They served customers in Wisconsin, Michigan, and Minnesota.  By 1908, Buckley and Leisch formed a men's clothiers and furnishings store at 131 W. Cook (56/24).  By 1910, Leisch with Otto Kirsch maintained the store under the same name operating as a merchant tailor shop as well as a retailing clothing store.  The firm remained at 131 W. Cook through 1921 (Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889; 9/3/1909; Democrat 7/30/1897; Butterfield 1880: 900; Turner, A.J. 1903: 17; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1880: industrial schedules]).



Men's clothiers also employed merchant tailors to supplement their ready-made clothing.  James Carroll of the firm of Carroll and Klug worked as a salesman for Ph. Goodman in 1881 and began his own merchant tailor business in 1889.  Formed by 1889, Carroll and Klug employed five coat makers, three pants makers, and two vest makers (Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889; Democrat 7/30/1897).  The business continued to employ merchant tailors through 1908.  The department store occupied 108 W. Cook (57/34) from 1908 through 1937.  Loomis, Gallett, and Breese also included a merchant tailor department by 1870 which then employed five male and 25 female workers.  As early as 1877 until 1915, part of the department store was located in 210 W. Cook (55/7) (Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1870; 1880: industrial schedules]).  Migrating from Germany, Jacob Rebholz arrived in Portage in the 1850s.  He worked as a merchant tailor in Portage.  His son, A.J. Rebholz founded A.J. Rebholz Co. clothing in 1895 to sell men's clothing.  As late as 1915, Charles Vesly worked as a merchant tailor in the A.J. Rebholz Co. clothing store.  Prior to 1915, it occupied 114-116Cook (57/33) and replaced Loomis, Gallett, and Breese at 210 W. Cook (55/7) in 1915 (Register-Democrat 3/2/1915; Columbia County Historical Society 1982).



In addition to the large shops, several small tailoring firms employing one or several workers operated in Portage in the second half of the nineteenth century and the early twentieth centuries.  For example, A. Koenig, a Prussian, opened a merchant tailor shop about 1864.  By 1880, he employed one other operator (Butterfield 1880: 909; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1880: industrial census]).  Evan H. Hughes who immigrated from Wales in 1838, opened his own shop in Portage in 1864.  Between 1908 and 1915, he occupied a location in the 1852 Emporium Block which burned in 1915 (Butterfield 1880: 907; Portage Daily Register 4/17/1950; Portage Daily Register 1908 [5/18: 3/1]).  August Mathiesson began as a tailor working for Loomis, Gallett, and Breese in 1868.  He established his own shop in 1892 in the Emporium Block.  After it burned, he moved to 134 W. Cook (57/12) between about 1915 through 1929 (Register-Democrat 11/17/1923).  In 1908-1910, August Rampson operated as a merchant tailor at the site of 238 W. Cook, now replaced.  Between 1908 and 1929, A. and Charles Wilkie located at 117 W. Cook (56/17).  Tailoring operations also occurred in the west side of 121-123 E. Cook (56/3) in about 1885, at 111-115 W. Cook (56/14) about 1889, and at 222 W. Cook (57/3) about 1894.





Cobblers and Harness Makers



Shortly after settlement in Portage, tanneries located along the Portage Canal.  The cobbler's craft or the shoe and boot maker as well as harness maker were often the largest, local consumers of this material.



In Portage as in other early communities, master cobblers, many of whom were German, made custom-order shoes by hand in small shops.  These shops which might employ up to four to eight skilled craftsmen usually occupied small frame buildings or the upper stories of more substantial commercial buildings.  By 1850, 76 such shops existed across the state.  During the Civil War and in the 1870s, large factories began to serve the growing Wisconsin population.  In this decade, hand craft operations became unable to supply the demand.  In the last quarter of the century, while large shops expanded and began to acquire newly patented shoe manufacturing devices, smaller shops closed.  Thus, as the size of shops expanded, the number declined.  The counties of Fond du Lac, Dane, Milwaukee, and Racine became centers of the shoe industry (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, industry]: 12; Smith 1873: 531).  Numerous small cobbler shops served Portage from the 1850s through the 1880s.  In 1860, two cobblers operated in Portage, and by 1870 five served the city.  By 1880, the census recorded eleven cobblers (U.S. Bureau of the Census 1860; 1870; 1880 [industrial schedules]).  Serving north central Wisconsin, Portage sustained a comparatively large number of cobblers until later in the century.  Some of the shops obtained considerable size.



In 1870, partners Beattie and Brodie produced boots and shoes with six employees.  In operation between 1875 and 1898 as proprietor of his own shop, William Beattie crafted and dealt in custom-made shoes and boots and carried leather findings.  Beattie employed four male workers in 1880.  Before he occupied his commercial building erected at 305 DeWitt (25/7) in 1891, Beattie occupied an earlier building at that site by 1875.  He remained in the building until 1900 (Merrill and Woodard & Co. 1877; date block; Daugherty 1898-1992; Graham 1875; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1880: industrial schedule]).  Beginning his operation in 1866, James R. Brodie, who combined with Beattie between about 1870 and 1875, retailed and crafted boots and mens' and ladies' shoes.  Serving the northern part of the state, he was also a jobber and dealer in leather findings, mittens, gloves, and notions.  Brodie employed four individuals two of whom were skilled craftsmen or cobblers in 1880. He occupied a two story brick building with display room on the first floor and storage and shoe manufacturing on the second.  This building at 213 DeWitt (25/4) was erected in 1885 while Brodie owned the property.  He continued his craft in the building until about 1907 (Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889; Butterfield 1880: 880; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1880: industrial schedule]).



In 1858, Joseph Ludwig operated a tannery in Portage and a shoe shop at the site of the C.F. Mohr lumber office at 201 DeWitt (25/0).  While at this location in 1868-1869, he advertised as (Farnham and Vivian 1868-69):



	Tanner, Currier, and Manufacturer of Boots and Shoes, Gloves and Mittens.  Dealer in Sole Leather, Findings, Upper Leather, French and American Calf Skins, Hides, Furs, &c., &c.  The highest price paid in cash for Hides, Furs and Sheep Skins, and Wool  DeWitt Street.



In 1870 and 1880, Ludwig employed six to eight workers in his operation.  According to the number of employees and value of products sold, Ludwig ran a large craft operation in comparison to the other ten boot and shoe makers in Portage (Portage Daily Register 9/3/1909; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1870; 1880: industrial schedule]).



In 1908, John Dalton established a cobbler shop at 101 W. Cook (25/23) in conjunction with the Ole Johnson Shoe Company (Jones 1914 [2]: 631).  Gus Salem arrived in Portage in 1911, opening his shoe shop at the same location.  After a brief interval, he moved adjacent to the harness shop of Peter Cockroft at 108 E. Cook (57/32).  He remained in business until he transferred his craft to the Richard Salem shop in 1926.  In 1948, William Hoffman acquired the business and continued it to 1957 when the Taylor Clinic replaced the frame building moved from Oxford about 1875 (Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Register-Democrat 6/19/1957).



Anton Lohr worked as a shoemaker who also repaired and retailed ready-made shoes by 1895.   He located at 222 W. Cook (57/3) by 1908 and remained there through 1918.  In 1920, he purchased 214 W. Cook (57/6) and probably located his shop in that building through 1948.  Between at least 1889 and 1894, William Bunker, harness maker, shared 121-123 E. Cook (56/3) with an unidentified cobbler (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1889; 1894).  Edward Klug worked as a cobbler at 124 W. Cook (57/17) perhaps as early as 1904 through about 1921.  Originally a harness maker, James Williams also produced shoes by 1918 at 122 E. Cook (57/25).  By 1927, Vern T. Yonkey replaced Williams with his shoe repair business.  He remained there through 1929.



The early harness shops also utilized products from the local tannery.  During the 1850s into the 1870s, small shops crafted harnesses and other custom-order leather goods by hand.  Like the shoe craft, this enterprise also moved to larger shops beginning in the 1870s (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, industry]: 12).  The number of harness shops in Portage grew from two in 1860 to three in 1880 (U.S. Department of the Interior 1850-1910 [1860; 1870; 1880: industrial schedules]).



William Bunker established his harness shop in 1866 and occupied his new brick building at 121-123 E. Cook (56/3) in 1885 until about 1905.  By 1877, he carried stable goods, horse clothing, robes, saddles, harness oil, and carriage umbrellas and whips as well as harnesses.  By 1880, he employed one other worker (Democrat 7/30/97; Butterfield 1880: 881; Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889; Register-Democrat 5/31/1919; Merrill and Woodard & Co. 1877; U.S. Department of the Interior 1850-1910 [1880: industrial schedules]).





	Portage as a Small Industrial Center





Introduction



Prior to the 1880s, industries in most of Wisconsin's trade centers were difficult to distinguish from large craft shops.  Since local capital supported the development of most of its crafts/industries, a city's industries remained small in size and value of production prior to the 1880s.  Local financiers invested small amounts in several or more concerns.  They often associated with a different group of partners to support each enterprise.  If one failed, the interest in the others ensured their survival.  Corporate enterprises then required a special act of state legislation.  As a consequence, businesses were family owned or operated under partnerships.  The early industries employed a modest work force; occupied relatively small quarters, often the second floor of a retail building or shed-like building; and served a local area which consumed a limited amount of each product.  The industries produced a variety of goods rather than a specialized line to serve a broader local market.  Often utilizing materials readily available in the area, they processed materials such as wheat, lumber, hides, barley, and wool.  Processing industries composed 64% of Wisconsin's industry by 1850 (WPA 1938: 50; Nesbit 1985: 149-59, 224; Smith 1973: 527-30, 534-36).



Prior to the 1880s, Portage developed as a major regional retail and commercial center serving Columbia County and the region to the north.  Portage did not itself become a lumbering center but served as a supply and service point for the lumber industry operating along the Wisconsin to its north.  Its commercial connections and small industries filled these and the needs of the city and its rural hinterlands.  Because the rivers flowing adjacent to Portage did not provide sufficient water power and because it was located at the center of a major transportation network, the city also did not become a major flour milling center but developed the commercial connections to transport the wheat and flour to milling centers along the lake.  Much of the power which ran Portage industries utilized steam rather than water power.  Portage's early industries located along the canal and with the significant exception of one brewery over retail buildings along the Cook Street retail center.  As the development of the transportation network brought Portage's industries into competition with those in other larger cities along the lakes and the Fox River Waterway, many but not all of these pioneer industries closed by the 1880s.  



Beginning in the 1880s, Wisconsin industry slowly specialized as growing urban populations created rising demands for goods.  An industrial setting then replaced the early make-shift workshops.  Now more standardized and used for long-range transportation, the railroad brought these cities in contact with sources of raw materials and markets far beyond their immediate hinterlands.  Thus, the city which served a broad agricultural region was no longer forced to provide a wide range of local crafts; some standardized products could be acquired through wholesalers in other urban areas.  Portage developed an identification with a small number of major industries as did other mid-size Wisconsin cities.  And, with rail access to a large market, several industries acquired the market to specialize and expand production.  Still based on the manufacture of major local resources, several of Portage's concerns such as the breweries, hosiery, and stone monument companies remained and expanded.  And, as investment capital became more available toward the end of the century, small, often short-lived companies opened in the retail area.  They continued to come and go well into the twentieth century.  Portage's main industries remained in the same locations as before at the edge of the retail area and along the canal (Nesbit 1973: 331, 335, 342; 1985: 302-05, 212-14).  Since the 1860s, the railroad had become the dominant Portage commercial enterprise by the end of the nineteenth century (see Chapter 3).  Portage served as a major railroad transportation center in the state until 1930.  This activity stimulated industrial growth along the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul railroad tracks east of DeWitt.



From just after the turn of the century into the 1930s, Portage's city fathers periodically attempted to bolster the city's economy by attracting new industries.  The Kiwanis Club, Chamber of Commerce, and Portage Advancement Association launched these promotional efforts.  They offered free factory sites, raised bond issues to support industry, and widely promoted the project in Portage's newspapers.  This campaign directly resulted in the founding of only a few industries: the foundry of Thomas Swanson, the United Cigar Company warehouse (1903), and the H%inz Pickle Company (1904) at the turn of the century.  Similar efforts attracted the Weyenberg Shoe factory in 1920.  This boosterism often also served to unite the disparate elements of the community behind a single goal.  The tobacco warehouse and the creameries continued the processing of local agricultural goods.  Their production rose substantially at the turn of the century.  Established by the 1880s, the brewing, hosiery, and monument industries continued to expand in the early twentieth century.  The Freeland Steel Tank Company and the Weyenberg Shoe Factory did not rely on Portage's hinterlands for its materials but on its central location in the railroad system.  Although Portage retained its primary importance as a regional retail and commercial center, it never developed a large scale industrial base (WPA 1938: 50-53; Portage, City of 1930-41 [1032-33: 57]).  (See rear cover.)





The Early Lumber Milling and Wood Products Industries



During the settlement period of the 1830s through the 1850s, community founders usually platted their communities adjacent to a river to ensure a source of water power.  Along with wheat milling, lumber milling was a primary, although small industry in these early communities.  Without developed transportation systems, lumber for building, an essential commodity, had to be produced locally.  Hence, many small mills dotted the Wisconsin rivers.  Portage participated in lumber milling at this early stage, but because of its limited water power did not later develop large mills.  By the 1850s, the mills associated with the lumberyards primarily finished the pine floated down the Wisconsin and later the Fox.  The lumber industry which served more than local needs first developed along the Wisconsin River between Wisconsin Rapids and Wausau in the late 1830s.  By the 1840s, lumber production surpassed fur trading in importance.  The industry grew steadily through the 1850s, and by the 1860s it began to tap the lands immediately adjacent to most navigable rivers in northern Wisconsin.  Serving yards on the Mississippi as well as those along the Wisconsin, Wisconsin lumber mills produced one-quarter of the state's industrial output by 1860.  Products included lumber, sash, door, and blinds, cooperage, and furniture.  But, lumber milling did not become Wisconsin's major industry until the 1870s and 1880s as the prairie and plain states to the west were settled.  By 1880, Wisconsin became the fourth largest producer of lumber in the nation.  Lumber and lumber products exceeded all other industrial output between 1890 and 1910 with peak years of production falling between 1888 and 1893 (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, industry]: 1, 5; Current 1876: 95, 464; Nesbit 1973: 276; 1985: 47, 308; Schaffer 1922: 67-72).



Pine timber native to the northern two-thirds of Wisconsin north of Portage supplied a large majority of this output.  Until the 1870s when the railroad reached into northern Wisconsin, timber operations divided into multiple phases.  Land speculators acquired large tracts in northern Wisconsin.  The logging contractors purchased the stumpage rights, cut the timber off the land, and prepared it for shipment.  Driving companies prepared the streams for moving the timber and took it to the mills located along major rivers including the Wisconsin between Wisconsin Rapids and Wausau.  Located at Wisconsin River milling centers such as Wisconsin Rapids, Merrell, and Wausau, the sawmill owners purchased the timber and cut it into rough lumber, shingles, and lath.  Large raft operations brought the rough-cut lumber down river from the Wisconsin mills to finishing yards primarily located along the Mississippi River.  During the final phase, wholesalers transported these products from the yards to retailers.  As the railroad reached into northern Wisconsin facilitating the transportation of the finished product, the large lumber mills located closer to the source of lumber adding planing mills, kilns, and storage yards.  In addition to rough cutting the lumber, they entered the wood products industry finishing lumber and manufacturing lathe, sash, doors, and blinds.  As lumber milling attracted more capital by the 1890s, the operations associated with lumbering became combined under a single corporation.  However, wood finishing and wood products industries also developed in those areas which did not participate in this lumber milling process.  Thus, while Portage did support several early small sawmills, most of its wood-related industries focused on finishing and the production of wood products, for example the crafting of furniture.  Although few traces of these small industries remain, they did compose a significant part of Portage's early craft and industrial complex.  Products of these wood-related industries rarely reached more than a local market (Wyatt 1986 [vol 2, industry]: 5; Current 1975: 100-101, 476-70; Nesbit 1973: 299, 302-04; 1985: 53-55, 60, 62, 70-73, 82-83, 159, 180, 189, 305, 309; Smith 1973: 527; Register-Democrat 1935 [8/31: 1/4-6]).



In the 1840s through the 1870s, Portage did participate in the northern lumber milling industry as a supply center.  Its large groceries and mercantile stores wholesaled goods to lumber operators in the pineries (Jones 1914 [2]: 610).  Particularly in the 1850s and 1860s, Portage procured its reputation as an overnight stopping place for lumber rafting operations.  These companies brought fleets of about twenty lumber rafts each downstream in the spring.  After leaving Wisconsin Rapids, each raft grew to two long strings of six to seven timber cribs tied side-by-side.  Rough cut lumber piled to a height of one to two feet composed each sixteen foot square crib.  The fleet of raft strings were tied together when they entered the Mississippi.  As many as twenty fleets of rafts strings were tied along the north bank of the Wisconsin between the end of Prospect or Prospect Hill Point to Riverside Park in the First Ward.  At this season, as many as 500 raftsmen might be associated with the rafts during any one evening.  Although many ate and slept on the rafts, Portage's services including its taverns, hotels, and groceries were patronized as well.  These facilities also served the raft operators as they traveled upstream to their work in March.  Raftsmen also maintained their permanent residences in Portage by 1850 into 1880s (Register-Democrat 11/18/1923; 1935 [7/20: 1/4-6; 8/31: 1/4-6]; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; Smith 1973: 529; Nesbit 1973: 361-62; 1985: 80-81; Rugen 1868; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1850; 1860 1870; 1880: population schedule]; Ellis 1904: 437-39; Democrat 11/28/1905; Clark 1908 [1879]).



Early lumber pioneer Daniel Whitney who had maintained supply warehouses in Portage for the fur trading era in the 1820s shifted to investments in lead mining and logging operations by 1828.  He erected one of the first mills south of Wisconsin Rapids in 1831 to 1832.  Whitney became a primary mover in the development of the Fox-Wisconsin Waterway to ship his products to the Great Lakes.  Early lumber interests were the major catalyst motivating the government's acquisition of the Menominee lands along the Wisconsin River in 1836.  The six mile wide strip straddled either side of the river from a point south of Wisconsin Rapids to Wausau.  Resident at Fort Winnebago beginning in 1834, Henry Merrill financed the descent of the second raft on the Wisconsin which stopped at Portage and finally reached St. Louis in 1839 (Merrell 1908 [1876]: 396-97).  Lumbering proliferated along the Wisconsin between Wisconsin Rapids and Wausau in the late 1830s.  By 1847, 24 lumber mills with 45 saws occupied most available waterpower sites between Portage and Wausau.  By 1852, the number expanded to 48 mills and by 1857 to 107 mills.  The lumber industry continued its rapid growth in the Wisconsin River district into the 1870s.  After the Civil War, other milling districts heavily competed with the Wisconsin River mills.  Because navigation over the many rapids of the Wisconsin hampered rafting and supply, major logging operations eventually shifted to northeast and northwest Wisconsin.  The last lumber raft ran the Wisconsin in 1883 (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, industry]: 5; Nesbit 1973: 298, 302; 1985: 78; Current 1976: 46; Raney 1940: 202-03; Smith 1973: 511-12; Butterfield 1880: 400-403; Childs 1906 [1859]: 176; De La Ronde 1908 [1876]: 358-59; Ellis 1904: 438-39; River Times 1852 [2/9: 1/5-6]).



Several of Portage's wealthy citizens invested heavily in the lumber industry, primarily first as land speculators and then as investors in large mill operations.  However, their mills were not located in Portage.  For example, Samuel Merrell with Amable Grignon erected a mill along the Wisconsin at Port Edwards in 1836 (Merrell 1908 [1876]: 396-97; Ellis 1904: 438).  One of the city's proprietors, Andrew Dunn, erected four sawmills in northern Wisconsin in the 1840s (Butterfield 1880: 521).  Darius Goodyear with C.C. Waterhouse speculated in central Wisconsin pine lands after 1848.  He established a lumber yard in Portage in 1858 along the north side of the canal and west of Wisconsin Street.  He later maintained three additional yards in Columbia County.  After selling his Portage retail business by 1878, Goodyear engaged in the wholesale lumber trade and milling locating his main offices in Tomah (Portage Daily Register 9/19/1970; Butterfield 1880: 900; Ogle, George & Co. 1901).



In the 1840s and 1850s, Portage's first mills operated along the Wisconsin and Fox.  Power produced by water wheel or more likely turbine, ran the small mills.  When steam engines were commercially available in the 1860s, the city's wood industry quickly adopted them ending their dependence on rivers ill-suited to the development of water power.  Steam power freed the mill's location from water sources, allowed year-round operation, consumed milling waste as fuel, and ran more powerful machinery (Nesbit 1973: 298).  Except those in several eastern counties, the sash, door, and blind industries of the 1850s and 1860s were small and served local needs.  Even after the general expansion of the industry in the late 1860s, Portage's operations remained relatively small.  The Wisconsin River lumber industry had moved well to the north.  Although the city's sash and blind factories received their raw materials from this source, most of the rafts headed to large finishing yards on the Mississippi or locked through the canal to Fond du Lac or Oshkosh (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, industry]: 7; Hunt 1853: 178).



In 1843, Solomon Leach constructed one of the first sawmills in Portage on an island in the Wisconsin River near the Wisconsin River Bridge.  The mill burned in 1845 (Butterfield 1880: 633).  In 1853, Campbell & Scott rebuilt their 1850 steam saw-mill which had recently burned (River Times 1853 [5/2: 2/3]; Butterfield 1880: 633).  Between 1860 and 1879, Josiah Arnold maintained a small sash and blind factory and planing mill with one and three employees respectively (U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1860: industrial schedule]; Butterfield 1880: 876).  Franklin H. Lewis operated as a dealer in lumber and sashes, doors, and blinds, salt, and cement by 1876 and owned timber lands along the Yellow River (Butterfield 1880: 910; Merrill, Woodard & Co. 1877).  The location of these later two mills was not identified.



In 1850, Carnegie and Learmonth operated a horse-powered planing mill in the area between Cook, Canal, Jefferson, and Monroe.  In 1851, they moved south to the north bank of the canal and added a steam engine in 1854.  Carnegie may have also operated a sawmill along the Wisconsin River opposite Wauona Trail between 1855 and 1860 when the course of the river altered.  Carnegie relocated the mill in 1857 to what later became the Goodyear lumberyard west of Wisconsin Street and north of the canal.  He erected a steam and planing mill by 1860 near the site of the original mill between Jefferson and Monroe along the canal.  It burned in 1875 and was rebuilt.  In 1876, Carnegie formed a partnership with James O. Prescott, a builder, which continued until about 1891.  In 1876, they established a sash, door, and blind factory, at the recently rebuilt one story, brick mill.  They dealt in lumber, lath, shingles, doors, sash, blinds, and glazed windows.  Still operating in 1885, closed by 1889, owned by W.H. Gray in 1901, and in ruins by 1910, the planing mill building was probably located near the southeast corner of Jefferson and W. Edgewater.  Perhaps as early as 1860 but by 1876, Carnegie also located his warehouses in the block 163 between Cook and Canal and Main and Adams, now Market Square.  This yard remained through 1889.  Except for one building in the northeast corner which was used for the retail of sash, doors, and blinds through 1901, the buildings were removed from the block by 1894.  Carnegie and Prescott employed five hands in 1870 and ten in 1880.  The company sold their products in the Wisconsin market.  Carnegie and Prescott also operated as a building contracting company which completed many of the major retail, public, educational, and religious buildings in Portage (Wisconsin Visual and Sound Archives n.d.; WPA 1938: 37; Butterfield 1880: 694, 876, 920; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1870; 1880: industrial schedules]; Sanborn-Perris Map Company 1885; 1889; 1894; 1901; 1910; 1918; Merrill, Woodard & Co. 1877; Democrat 12/15/1893; 9/3/1909; Wright 1890).



Between 1863 or 1864 and 1882, Robert Wentworth established a lumberyard north of the canal, east of Wisconsin Street, and south of E. Edgewater.  In 1875, Wentworth carried (Graham 1875):



	In Stock: Lumber, Shingles, Pickets, Lath, Fence, Posts, Sash Doors, Blinds, Moldings, Glazed Sash, Brackets, Door and Window Frames, Dressed Lumber, Salt, Land Plaster, Water Lime.  1000 doors, all sizes, and sash for 2000 windows, which I will sell at hard times' prices.  Cash customers can buy all kinds of Lumber at my yard cheaper than any where else in Columbia County, including a large lot of Square Timber.  R.B. Wentworth



Wentworth purchased from the James Fife & Co. foundry a planing mill in 1879.  He processed his lumber products in the same building with his feed mill near his elevator at 131 E. Mullett (48/20).  Wentworth sold his yard by 1884, probably to Oscar Van Dusen (Portage Daily Register 9/3/1909; Democrat 7/30/1897: 1; Butterfield 1880: 634).



By 1884, Oscar P. Van Dusen with Gallett and Breese ran the Wentworth lumberyard east of Wisconsin along the north bank of the canal.  In 1888, Prentice and Mohr began operation of the west portion of the former Van Dusen lumberyard.  Christian F. Mohr began dealing in lumber as well as hops by 1869.  Prentice and Mohr dealt in lumber, sash, blinds, doors, building paper, salt, cement, coal, and lime.  C.F. Mohr reorganized his company with Samuel Stotzer in 1901 and again in 1913.  At that time, the company also maintained its mills at Holt, Wisconsin and its main office at Wausau.  The Mohr-Stotzer Lumber Company advertised as manufacturers of pine, hemlock, and hardwood lumber.  The C.F. Mohr Lumber Company erected the lumberyard office in 1899-1910 at 201 DeWitt (25/0), and continued to operate the lumberyard east of Wisconsin through 1930.  C.F. Mohr also owned the coal, wood, and lime storage buildings at 211 E. Mullett (49/0) just east of Adams by 1918.  By 1937 through 1948, the company and office were owned by the Barker Lumber and Fuel Company.  By 1951 through 1955, it had become the York-Barker Lumber Company.  A.J. Weir owned the east portion of the former Van Dusen lumberyard along the canal from 1887 through 1910.  He dealt in lumber, lath, shingles, moldings, coal, and wood.  In 1917, Consumer's Lumber and Coal Company purchased this yard.  They also operated the coal bins along the railroad tracks at 229 E. Emmett (45/27) by 1922.  Consumer's Lumber Company sold their lumberyard to Brittingham and Hixon in 1936.  Sometime after 1955, this company purchased the York-Barker yards just to the west (122 E. Edgewater, 24/13).  None of the original buildings appear to stand (Portage Public Schools 1948-51; Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889; 5/12/1936; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; 1889; 1894; 1901; 1910; 1918; 1929; Register-Democrat 9/22/1922; Butterfield 1880: 916; Jones 1914 [2]: 563, 639).





Brickyards and Ice Harvesting



During the settlement period, brickyards served most communities where deposits of clay soils were abundant and when the citizens began to erect permanent buildings.  The brick industry also boomed after communities began rapid expansion.  This cycle occurred in the brick industry until after World War I.  The large brickyards in Milwaukee developed not only in an area of extensive clay deposits but also in one with concentrated population requiring a large number of fireproof buildings.  In 1850, only 39 brickyards supplied the state.  However, after the Civil War as communities became more established, the industry grew rapidly particularly in the Fox and Rock river valleys and along Lake Michigan.  A total of 79 brickyards operated by 1870.  Brickyards might include the area from which the clay was excavated as well as the drying yards where the brick was stacked on pallets under open, temporary sheds or canvass after being molded; simple, frame sheds protecting necessary materials such as the sand and clay and providing a location for brick molding; and the kilns which fired the dried clay.  Brickyards also often included railroad sidings, office buildings, pug mills to prepare the clay, and additional storage areas.  Machine-made, pressed brick was introduced in the late 1880s (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, industry]: 2).  In Portage, the brickyards also engaged in commercial ice harvesting.  Small ice harvesting businesses existed in Wisconsin by the 1850s.  By 1860, only two concerns in Wisconsin harvested ice as their primary business.  The harvesting of ice gained importance with the growth of the brewing and meat packing industries by 1880.  While ice harvesting in Portage generally remained a local concern, it must have acquired some importance in the 1850s to supply the brewing industry.  This industry required large amounts of ice to process, store, and distribute the product.  Most of the ice harvesting in Portage occurred on Silver Lake probably from the 1850s through at least 1938 (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, industry]: 17; Portage Daily Register 10/30/1938).



Four main brickyards at least two of which harvested ice served Portage during the second half of the nineteenth century.  Portage's yellow clays produced the cream-colored brick visible in most of its nineteenth century, brick retail and public buildings and dwellings.



Conrad Collipp purchased 160 acres of land north of Silver Lake when it became available for sale from the government in 1852.  In 1854, Collipp rented his lands north of Silver Lake and east of Silver Lake Drive to Jurgens and Dreyer who first established a brickyard at this location.  They operated the brickyard between 1855 and 1865.  Collipp and St. John ran the brickyard between 1865 and 1875.  By 1868, Collipp had also added ice harvesting to his enterprise.  His yard employed eight individuals and produced 500,000 brick annually in 1870.  In 1858, Collipp built his Italianate house at 647 Silver Lake Road (47/30) approximately northwest of his brickyard.  First constructed in 1851-1852, the causeway which linked the Collipp property to Portage markets was improved with a bridge in 1859.  In 1875, the city reconstructed the causeway, now the location of Silver Lake Drive.  In 1878, Affeldt and Gonten purchased the business (Portage Area Chamber of Commerce n.d.; Wisconsin State Register 1864 [12/31: 3/1]; Portage Public Library n.d. [Portage Daily Register 1959]; Harrison and Warner 1873; Collipp 1865, 1868; Butterfield 1880: 889-891).



Herman Affeldt, originally a foreman working for Conrad Collipp since 1860, purchased the Collipp yard in 1878 and initially operated it with John V. Gonten, brickmaker (Rockwood and Goodell 1886).  By 1880, the brickyard employed five workers.  By 1890, he located his brickyard west of Silver Lake Drive and north of Silver Lake.  The Affeldt yard continued to mix their clay in a pug mill and molded the brick by hand by 1906.  The bricks were then dried in the yard and burned in scove kilns, the most common type in small yards.  The brickmaker formed the scove kiln on a level ground surface for each firing.  After stacking, the dried brick were surrounded by freshly molded brick, older brick, and mud.  Within the stacks were left arched openings in which fires were burned continually for seven to ten days.  At completion, removal of the brick required dismantling the kiln.  Affeldt's brickyard closed between 1907 and 1908.  The Affeldt dwelling stands along the east side of Silver Lake Drive at 621 Silver Lake Drive (47/29).  Although Portage's brick primarily served a local need, brick from Affeldt's brickyard may have reached the St. Paul market (Portage Daily Register 9/21/1974; Collipp 1865, 1868; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1880: industrial census]; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1905-1906; Moore, S.H. 1908-09; Ries 1906: 76-77).



William Armstrong established his brickyard as the firm of Armstrong, Pixley and Reeder at the site of Pauquette Park (32/26) at the west end of W. Cook beginning in 1847.  In 1828, this same location produced the brick for Fort Winnebago.  The site included both Armstrong's source of clay and his kiln.  By 1860, Armstrong employed five workers in his yard, and by 1870 and 1880, his business had grown to employ nine individuals.  In 1870, the yard produced 600,000 brick.  The brickyard closed between 1886 and 1890.  In the early 1850s, Armstrong built his dwelling north of the yard at 805 W. Conant (32/22).  The city later filled the clay pits and established Pauquette Park at this site (Portage Public Library n.d. [Portage Daily Register 1959]; Butterfield 1880: 663, 876; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1860; 1880: industrial census]; Wright 1890; Rockwood and Goodell 1886).



James A. Sanborn opened his brickyard, first as Sanborn and Maloy and later as the Sanborn Brick and Ice Company, in 1873.  Located southwest of the intersection of Sanborn and River streets, the yard included both the clay pits in deposits thirty to forty feet deep and the kiln.  It produced common brick.  By 1880, the yard employed about sixteen workers and produced 2,000,000 brick.  Frank Sanborn joined his brother in the business in 1877 and worked at the yard sporadically through 1895 when the business closed.  By 1879, the company also harvested 10,000 tons of ice from Silver Lake.  The site later served as the fifth ward dump (Wright 1890; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1893-94; 1895-96; Chapin 1870; Platt 1873; Butterfield 1880: 663, 924; Portage Area Chamber of Commerce n.d.; Portage Public Library n.d. [Portage Daily Register 1959]; Butterfield 1880: 636; Harrison and Warner 1873; Democrat 7/30/1897: 4; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1880: industrial schedules]; Ries 1906: 76-77).



The Portage yards closed in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries as the clay supply dwindled.  They also became unable to compete with extensive yards in Milwaukee and other large eastern Wisconsin cities which produced more brick at a considerably lower cost.  As business dwindled at Portage in the late nineteenth century, the brick companies expanded their operations to ice harvesting and fuel distribution (Portage Public Library n.d. [Portage Daily Register 1959]).









The Stone Monument Companies



Because of Portage's access to railroad connections and in part because of the city's location near major granite quarries at Montello and Berlin, Portage supported several stone monument companies.  Fine grained to crystalline in texture and red to gray in color, the granite was primarily quarried in the north central portion of the state.  The Montello Granite Company operating quarries at both Montello and Berlin along the Fox River and the E.J. Nelson Company of Berlin were established by the 1880s.  Monument and building companies used only small quantities of granite until concrete curbing and paving replaced the granite counterparts at the turn of the century.  The industry expanded rapidly in Wisconsin by the 1920s.  The Stotzer Granite and Marble Works in Portage and Anderson Brothers of Wausau became the two leading monument companies in Wisconsin (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, industry]: 2-4).  Portage's marble and granite monument works were not established immediately at settlement and with the except of Groth and Stotzer were small concerns.



E.D. Dudley established his marble works with two employees by 1860 (U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1860: industrial schedules]).  In 1865, Bernard and Hugh Doherty established a marble monument works at Portage which produced headstones, mantles, and table tops.  In 1878, Hugh Doherty purchased his brother's interest in the company.  In 1870, the Dohertys ran a very small operation with two workers annually producing ten monuments and 100 headstones as well as some marble furniture.  Employing three individuals, the shop expanded modestly by 1880.  On Cook in 1865, by 1885 their offices were at the northeast corner of W. Edgewater and W. Wisconsin, the site of Hill Ford (109 W. Edgewater, 24/19).  Hugh Doherty remained in business until 1910 (Portage Daily Register 9/3/1909; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1870; 1880: population and industrial schedules]; Hawes 1865).



Samuel Stotzer founded the Stotzer Granite and Marble Works in Portage in 1876.  Stotzer acquired his skill in the stone cutting in Chicago and sculpturing in Europe.  Prior to 1876, Stotzer worked primarily on architectural stone carving in Chicago and Europe.  Moving to Portage in 1876, he established the firm of Groth and Stotzer which first operated under the name of the Columbia County Marble Works.  It produced granite and marble monuments.  Stotzer first located his shop at the site of the Buglass Bakery (224 W. Wisconsin, 24/28) built in 1886-1889.  In 1880, the company ran a small shop employing four workmen.  By 1885 through 1889, the shop stood at the site of the Portage Theater at 314-322 W. Wisconsin (31/20).  By 1894, the company had erected a building at the southeast corner of Conant and Wisconsin, now the location of Don Lee Realty, Inc. at 333 W. Wisconsin.  Adam Groth retired from the firm in 1881.  In the 1880, Stotzer and Richter opened the Berlin-Montello Granite Quarry, known as the Montello Granite Company after 1898.  These quarries produced red granite suitable for monuments and building monumental buildings.  The company distributed its materials in Wisconsin and adjacent states.  About 1880, Groth and Stotzer also opened granite quarries at Granite Heights in Wausau.  Stotzer utilized this granite, Scotch granite, and American and Italian marble.



After Stotzer's death in 1904, Oscar and Rudolph Stotzer operated the industry.  Soon afterward, the brothers rapidly expanded the monument company, opening a new plant at the southwest corner of E. Wisconsin and Dodge and adding a large wing in 1915.  The company possessed a broad patronage in Wisconsin (Stotzer Granite Co. n.d.).  By 1925, the Stotzer Granite Company employed 37 workers.  By this period, the company additionally maintained offices and display rooms in Milwaukee and Chicago and a plant and display room in Chicago.  The Stotzer family also erected the rubble stone apartment building at 224 E. Howard (37/32) by 1929.  Portage's three cemeteries, Silver Lake Cemetery (Cemetery Road, 44/23) and Oak Grove Cemetery (Cemetery Road, 44/40) and St. Mary's Catholic Cemetery at the end of Collins Road (48/1), all display examples of his work.  Owned by Carroll Bremner, the Bremner Granite Company purchased the business in 1964 and moved it to N6823 STH 51 (Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Butterfield 1880: 636, 640; Wisconsin Power and Light 1925; Portage Public Library n.d. [Portage Daily Register n.d.]; Portage Centennial Committee 1952; Buckley 1898: 90-93; Democrat 1/26/1905; Register-Democrat 2/24/1915; 3/10/1938; Portage Daily Register 9/3/1909; Taylor 1993; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; 1889; 1894; 1901; 1910; 1929; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1880: industrial schedules]).



Founded between 1906 and 1908, Mueller Brothers, producers of marble and granite monuments, constructed their plant and display room in 1908 at the corner of Lock and Howard.  The one story, brick commercial building at 236 Howard is no longer extant.  They remained in operation through 1912 (Portage Daily Register 1908 [6/29: 3/1]; Portage Public Schools 1948-51 [1950]; Moore, S.H. 1908-09; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1911-12).



Robert C. MacCullough also produced granite monuments by 1924.  Erected between 1918 and 1929 perhaps when he established his business, his false front, one story, frame shop is located at 201 Adams (22/33) next to his dwelling at 205 Adams (24/9).  Anacker Refrigeration has occupied the shop since 1978 (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1918; 1929; Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929; Farrell 1917-18; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1924-25).





Foundries and Implement Manufacture



Beginning in the 1840s and escalating in the 1850s, the rapid agricultural settlement based on commercial wheat farming resulted in a growing demand for agricultural implements in southern Wisconsin.  This demand accelerated as the Civil War produced labor shortages and increased demands for food stuffs.  Farmers required machinery to cope with expanding production.  In the early 1840s, the local blacksmiths, wagonmakers, and carpenters generally repaired implements manufactured in eastern cities.  But, to fill the rising demand, the eight firms, primarily wagonmaking enterprises, increased to 31 agricultural implement concerns employing an average of five workers between 1840 and 1850.  Shops engaged in this production concentrated around Racine and expanded along the Rock River Valley.  In this area, the farms developing on the prairies provided markets and the river and adjacent woodlands furnished power and the necessary materials.  By the 1850s, the firms hired skilled blacksmiths, millwrights, carpenters, and other mechanics to put together and repair components produced in eastern factories.  Many of the early concerns produced seeders, fanning mills, ploughs, and wagons.  After the mid-1850s, larger firms went beyond the assemblage of parts, designing new components and adding their own foundries and machine shops to manufacture the parts.  In the mid-1860s, the number of shops reached 81, peaked by 1880 to 108 firms, and declined to 51 in 1890.  While the average shop in this period employed seven to ten skilled individuals, a small number of factories expanded to seventy.  This industry required railroad transportation giving access to the widely distributed raw materials including wood, charcoal, and iron and connecting the industry to the widely dispersed markets.  The decline in number represents the consolidation of the industry in a small number of locations including Racine, Beloit, and Janesville along the Rock River Valley, Madison, La Crosse, and Whitewater.  Ultimately, Milwaukee, a major transportation hub in Wisconsin, and Racine became the centers of the industry.  Such shops not only produced implements but machinery for processing industries such as mills, breweries, and tanneries (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, industry]: 14; Smith 1973: 532-33; Nesbit 1973: 275-78; 1985: 163-65, 180-82).



Within this picture, Portage's foundry and implement industry represents small to medium shops serving a local to regional demand (Nesbit 1973: 331).  Several small implement dealers such as James Gowran between at least 1875 and 1897 and George Port who carried threshing machines, reapers, movers, and drills in his warehouses in 1868-1869 and 1870 served Portage but did not themselves produce implements.



In 1860, three firms employing two to four hands advertised as fanning mill manufacturers, plow and wagonmakers or founders.  In 1870, this number reduced to two, the foundry and Machine Shop of Fife & Co. and Davis and Vaughan, manufacturers of fanning mills.  These operations employed two to six individuals (Democrat 7/30/1897; Farnham and Vivian 1868-1869; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1860; 1870: population and industrial schedules]).  Thus, Portage and its hinterlands supported short-lived foundries and related manufacturers until the 1880s when one company dominated the industry.  For example, Smith and Blair established a foundry 1853 along Dodge.  This company employed 20 individuals and served a regional market in 1856 (Portage Daily Register 9/3/1909; Butterfield 1880: 633).  Perhaps developing from the latter company, Dean and Smith, iron founders and manufacturers of threshing machines, produced  200 plows, 15 threshing machines, and 2000 pounds of castings and employed fifteen individuals in 1860 (U.S. Bureau of the Census 1860 [industrial schedule]).  In 1864, Cromwell Brothers founded a short-lived foundry operation known as the Portage Foundry (Butterfield 1880: 633).  Samuel Vaughan manufactured fanning mills between 1868 and 1872.  In 1870, he produced 225 fanning mills and 100 milk safes with six employees (Butterfield 1880: 528, 589; Turner, A.J. 1903: 38; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1870: population and industrial schedules]).



M.R. Keegan as Keegan, Smith and Irwin founded a small-scale foundry which operated between 1862 and 1865.  He transported a warehouse from the bank of the Wisconsin River to the canal and converted it to his shop.  Keegan sold this business to James Fyfe in 1865.  James Fyfe and Company relocated the business in a building on the site of the Cuff feed mill at Dodge and E. Wisconsin.  He ran a general jobbing and repair shop, a small establishment assembling parts both purchased and produced in house in a manner typical of the times.  By 1867, Fife had added hop presses to his inventory of goods.  In 1868-1869, he advertised his foundry and machine shop (Farnham and Vivian 1868-1869):



	Portage Foundry and Machine Shop,...Manufacturers of Hop Stoves and Presses.  Orders taken for the manufacture and repair of all Kinds of Machinery.  Threshing Machines and Plow Castings, &c, constantly on hand.



When hop production failed, Fyfe sold the firm in 1872 to the Portage Manufacturing Company (Platt 1873).  In 1873, the business was re-organized as the Portage Iron Works with James Fyfe as manager.  Fyfe became sole proprietor once again in 1878 when the industry began to manufacture chilled iron plows.  About 1879, Fyfe sold a partial interest to partner John Anderson and the company became James Fyfe & Co.  Shortly thereafter, a fire destroyed the operation and the partners may have sold the company to R.B. Wentworth, but Wentworth retained the name James Fyfe and Company (Polk, R.L. & Co. 1884-85).  When Wentworth resold the company remains unclear.  In the 1880s, Fyfe appears to have operated the foundry and perhaps Wentworth's planing mill.  James Fyfe and Company grew from a company employing two hands to produce castings and complete repairs in 1870 to a firm employing an average of eight hands which produced 800 chilled iron plows in 1880 (U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1870; 1880: industrial schedules]; Butterfield 1880: 633, 663, 898; Portage Daily Register 9/3/1909; Wisconsin State Register 1862 [11/1: 3/1]).



By 1893, Fife was no longer involved with the Portage Iron Works.  Between 1893 and 1904, James Baird & Co. advertised as proprietors of the Portage Iron Works which manufactured brass and iron castings and completed engine and machinery repair (Polk, R.L. & Co. 1893-94; 1903-04).  In addition to agricultural equipment, the Portage Iron Works produced architectural cast iron ornament.  Later examples dating to 1900 appear on commercial buildings at 201 (25/0) and 211 (25/3) DeWitt.  By about 1905, James Baird sold a partial interest in the Portage Iron Works.  It then also became known Baird and Slinger (Polk, R.L. & Co. 1905-06; 1909-10).  The company remained at the corner of E. Wisconsin and Dodge (Moore, S.H. & Co. 1908).  By 1913, Baird and Slinger operated primarily as machinists entering the automobile repair business and dropping the iron foundry portion of their concern.  Between 1920 and 1921, Baird left the Portage Iron Works, and it became known as Slinger Foundry, Machine, and Auto Co. with Slinger and son as proprietors (Polk, R.L. & Co. 1919-1920; 1921).  Slinger Foundry and Machine Shop employed ten individuals who produced castings in 1925 (Wisconsin Power and Light ca. 1925: 6; Portage Daily Register 9/3/1909).  In 1920, the Slinger Foundry, Machine and Auto Company had entered the more profitable automobile retail business and constructed an automobile dealership in 1920 at 201-211 E. Wisconsin (48/25).  In 1935, the Hyland Garage relocated at this building and became Portage's Chevrolet dealer (Portage Daily Register 1/2/1935; 1952 [7/2: 2/9-11]).



The extant foundry buildings are located immediately to the northeast of the Hyland Garage building.  The auto display room and garage appears to represent an addition to rather than a replacement of the earlier factory buildings.  The oldest remaining portion of the foundry probably erected about 1891 is the east, one story, brick portion of 106 E. Mullett (48/23).  The west, concrete end of the building was erected between 1905 and 1910.  Ca. 1928 through 1937, the Nold Wholesale Company leased these quarters.  The building complex represented by 120 E. Mullett (48/22) was erected by Slinger about 1918 and occupied by the Frank Fruit Company just prior to 1929.  A section to the southwest of the current building has been removed.  The original buildings associated with the foundry dating prior to the 1890s no longer remain, and the Slinger Foundry, Machine, and Auto Company expanded northeast and southeast from the 1891 building.





Tanneries



Because tanning barks dominated its southern forest, Wisconsin became the leading producer of tanned hides in the Midwest.  Its German population often provided the skilled craftsmanship necessary to operate these tanneries.  During early settlement from the 1840s into the early 1860s, tanneries were frequently established in south central communities possessing a source of hides, usually cattle, and lying adjacent to an abundant water supply and hemlock or oak forests.  The water was necessary for disposition of the industrial effluent while the bark provided a natural tannin which was later replaced by chemical tanning agents.  The small shops operated on a custom basis processing hides obtained from local farmers and butchers.  Their markets were also local or perhaps regional and disappeared by the last quarter of the nineteenth century as larger firms at major transportation centers met rising demands from growing urban areas.  Local operators exhausted their tannin supply while the large firms produced large quantities at less expense using newly introduced machinery and chemical tanning agents.  In the 1880s, the industry concentrated along the lake port cities of Kenosha, Racine, Fond du Lac, Manitowoc/Two Rivers, and Milwaukee.  By 1890, Milwaukee became the leading producer (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, industry]: 12; Nesbit 1973: 277, 332; 1985: 161-62).



Adjacent to oak and hemlock forests and an abundant water source, Portage supported early tanners who sold their products as hides and leather findings and crafted shoes in the Cook Street retail district.  Evan Arthur and Samuel Brown opened a tannery and dealt in hides beginning in 1854.  Although Arthur owned buildings along Cook Street, it is not clear whether he utilized any of them for storage or the retailing of hides (Butterfield 1880: 876; Turner, A.J. 14-15).  Carl Sternberg also operated a tannery along the canal which burned about 1870.  In that year, he conducted a small operation with one hand (Butterfield 1880: 643; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1870: industrial schedule]).  Joseph Ludwig erected a small tannery adjacent to the west end of the canal in 1851.  In 1852, he constructed a large frame building at that site in which to house his growing enterprise.  Ludwig established his boot and shoe shop in 1857 which he located at the site of 201 DeWitt (25/0) in 1859.  He also produced boot packs, shoe packs, and sheepskin leggings.  His products were sold in Wisconsin, Illinois, and Minnesota.  In 1860, he employed four hands in his tannery.  By 1880, his operation utilized three hands to treat 1600 pieces or sides of leather and 300 skins (Portage Daily Register 9/3/1909; Butterfield 1880: 635, 911; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1860; 1870; 1880: industrial schedule]).  As late as 1881, William Roehm in partnership with John Beckfelt established a tannery and produced boot and shoe packs.  Prior to the plant's destruction in 1884, Roehm employed about twenty workers (Jones 1914 [2]: 616).



Thus, Portage supported the tanning industry from its settlement in the early 1850s into the mid-1880s.  Several of those engaged in tanning also crafted leather goods to supply their shops.  Erected in 1869 or 1870, 214 W. Wisconsin (24/24) was used by Ferdinand Schulz of the mercantile company of Schulz & Co. to either sell or store hides and wool between at least 1885 and 1894.  Constructed about 1881, the west section of 122 E. Cook (57/25) carried hides and leather furnishings and probably briefly served as an outlet for local hides.  It became the City Harness Shop by 1908.  The west wall of the building continued to advertise this early function in 1993.



Shoe Manufacturing



In 1920, the Weyenberg Shoe Manufacturing Company located in Portage at 923 Adams (45/26).  This factory was completely unrelated to Portage's early tanneries, boot and shoe makers, and hide dealers.  The demands of the Civil War created by government contracts and the growth of markets as the railroad system developed in Wisconsin initiated the growth of central shops.  After the war, shoe establishments operating under a craft system were unable to meet the growing demands of the expanding urban population.  Mechanical devices such as the McKay pegging machine introduced in the 1860s and later decades allowed larger factories to rapidly produce a large output.  The use of machinery allowed the company to replaced skilled workers with unskilled or semi-skilled operators.  In the 1870s, the number of firms declined as the competition with larger factories closed the small hand operations common to most communities.  These cobblers turned to the repair and retail of footwear.  Shoe factories concentrated in Dane, Fond du Lac, Racine, and Milwaukee counties.  By 1920, Wisconsin's shoe production ranked among the ten top states in the nation, and it was valued at 16.6 million dollars.  To achieve this position, many of the Wisconsin concerns employed unskilled labor in an increasingly mechanized setting and engaged in the manufacture of specialty footwear.  The  depression of the 1930s significantly reduced this production (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, industry]: 12; Nesbit 1973: 277-78).



The Weyenberg Shoe Manufacturing Company was founded in 1896 to manufacture men's fine dress shoes, work shoes, and juvenile shoes.  The company incorporated in 1906.  By 1920 through 1952, F.L. Weyenberg was president of the company.  As the company expanded operations, it eventually manufactured the men's dress shoes in Portage and at the Lakeside Plant in Beaver Dam which was open by 1920, work shoes and loafers at the Spring Street Plant in Beaver Dam, and juvenile shoes in the Hartford plant open by about 1932.  The Milwaukee factory handled the sales, credit, purchasing, design, and warehousing of materials necessary for their manufacture and the storage of finished shoes shipped there from the four plants.  Established by 1920, the Milwaukee plant also produced the outsoles, insoles, midsoles, counters, and heels which each plant then assembled into the various types of shoes.  Extant in 1920, the Fond du Lac plant closed by 1930.  By 1920, Weyenberg shoes attained a distribution nation-wide and to several foreign countries.



To attract additional industry to the city, Portage raised about one-third of the capital necessary to establish the Weyenberg Shoe Manufacturing Company in the city.  Like Portage, the City of Hartford attracted this company's manufacturing plant in 1932 by payment of a $40,000 incentive.  The company constructed its five story, brick Portage plant in 1920.  When first open, it manufactured girls', boys', and youth shoes at the Portage plant.  The plant operated for one year directly under Weyenberg Shoe Manufacturing Company before depressed business conditions closed the plant.  In 1921, it was incorporated as the Portage Shoe Manufacturing Company, but remained under the controlling interest of the Weyenberg Shoe Company.  The operation closed for one year in 1929 and 1930.  The city appropriated $2,000 to assist the reopening of the plant.  When production began in February, 1930, the company manufactured a new line of men's dress shoes called the "Fargo Four" which was sold under a division of the Milwaukee merchandising operation called the Great Western Shoe Company.  This line included twenty different styles of dress shoes.  The new production required the renovation of the building to install new machinery.  The Portage factory employed 125 workers in 1920 and 500 in 1925 when it produced 4,000 pairs of shoes.  By 1952, the number of employees had declined to 300.  The Weyenberg Shoe Company closed in 1977.  It was one of the county's largest employers (Glad 1990: 372; Church 1976: 18; WPA 1938: 52; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Register-Democrat 5/12/1920; 9/17/1921; 3/2/1924; 2/13/1930; Murtagh 1987).





Grain and Feed Milling



Rather than subsistence agriculture, most Wisconsin farmers entered commercial wheat production shortly after their initial settlement.  Wheat produced well in the recently broken prairie soils.  By the 1840s, farmers engaged in wheat farming in portions of Columbia County, and hauled their crop to lake shore markets such as Milwaukee.  However, to profitably market their crops, farmers required local gristmills to process their wheat.  These local mills became one of the first industries to develop in communities adjacent to rivers which provided sufficient water power to run the small mills.  In the 1850s and 1860s, these mills operated on a custom basis grinding each farmer's wheat, returning their wheat as flour, and retaining a portion as payment for their services.  The miller sold his portion within the community and in a regional market.  These mills typically processed the soft, winter wheat of the region in one or two runs of closely spaced mill stones operated by a vertical waterwheel.  Grain milling remained a leading Wisconsin industry in 1860 when it composed forty percent of the total value of the state's manufacturing output.   As the railroad transportation network developed in the late 1850s, a growing amount of this wheat was shipped to large mercantile mills in cities along the Fox River and in Milwaukee.  The importance of milling as a local industry declined in the 1870s not only because wheat rather than flour was shipped out of the community but because the production of wheat declined rapidly in that decade and the 1880s.  Depleted soils and disease reduced the crops, and wheat grown west of the Mississippi glutted the market precipitating a rapid fall in grain prices.  As wheat production declined and milling technology altered, local mills began to close in the 1870s.  Their profit did not warrant the adoption of the new technology to produce the refined flour then in high demand.  Some local mills survived for a brief period by shifting to specialty grinding such as rye.  Those which remained open into the 1890s also processed feeds (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, industry]: 5, 8; Nesbit 1973: 272-75, 327, 333-34; 1985: 7, 129-32, 153-54, 803; Current 1976: 96, 454, 478; Smith 1973: 521, 528; Schaffer 1922: 78-92).



Except for the York Mills, Portage's mills ground wheat and other grains on a custom basis and closed by the 1880s.  They served a local radius.  Rivers adjacent to Portage failed to provide a reliable waterpower source to run large milling operations.  Steam fueled the one which did survive beyond the 1880s because it ground specialty grains and utilized the new technology including roller mills which produced finer and whiter flour in demand by the last quarter of the century.  Although evidence of one may survive in the archaeological record, no standing mills remain.



The earliest identified mill began operation under millwright William Stewart by 1850 (U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1850: population schedule]).  Located on the south side of the intersection of the Portage Canal and the Fox River east of the Winnebago Lock, the four story, forty by fifty foot, stone Winnebago mill was erected about 1854 by Nelson McNeal.  McNeal leased the waterpower from the state.  The Winnebago Mill or the Portage City Mills drew its power from the canal above the locks to operate its six runs of stone.  This number of stones constituted a comparatively large operation for the period.  In 1860, the mill employed eight hands to process 100,000 bushels spring wheat for that year as well as rye and corn.  From its construction in 1854 to 1857, McNeal and Burgher ran the mill followed by Reynolds and Craig in 1857 and later by Wells, Craig, and Bennett.  The mill burned in 1870.  Depending on how extensive the canal excavations were in the 1870s, remains of this mill may exist as an historical archaeological site (Butterfield 1880: 643; Haslam and Abbott 1855; Rugen 1868; Klug 1946: 83, 142, 215, 225, 233; Democrat 7/30/1897; Butterfield 1880: 493, 589, 599; Merrell 1908 [1876]: 400-40; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1860: industrial schedule]).



When the Winnebago Mill burned in 1870, Fred Sieverkrop and Brother erected a mill with one run of stones at the corner of Brady and E. Wisconsin.  Owned by Otto Krisch and M. DeWitt Older in 1880, it was the only or one of limited number of small grist mills serving Portage at the time.  Fire later destroyed the mill.  Neither this mill nor any others were listed in the 1870 and 1880 industrial schedules of the federal census (Butterfield 1880: 633, 663; Portage Daily Register 9/3/1909; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1870; 1880: industrial schedule]).



I.W. York erected the Portage Mills adjacent to the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul tracks near the intersection of Jefferson and Emmett in 1888.  The three story, roller mill produced such flour brands as Patent, Snow Flake, and York's Cameo for a local market.  York's specialized rye and buckwheat flours reached markets throughout the Midwest.  The power for the steam mill also ran Portage's electric light plant by 1901.  Replacing this function in 1909, the Wisconsin Electric Light Company, forerunner of Wisconsin Power and Light, erected a substation near the tracks.  By 1918, the company was known as the Badger State Milling Company.  The company maintained a store for the local trade of flour and feed at 117 W. Cook (56/17) by 1889.  In January, 1932, a fire destroyed the York flour mill which stood near the site of the Frank Fruit Company (1001 Jefferson, 45/24) (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1889; 1901; 1910; 1918; 1929; Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889; 7/2/1952: 27; Democrat 7/30/1897; Jones 1914 [1]: 192; [2]: 627-28).





The Brewing Industry



The Wisconsin brewing industry first centered in the Milwaukee area.  It was and continued to be associated with German settlements which not only brewed the beer but consumed the German lager beer.  Small breweries were founded in many communities as German settlement pushed west in the 1840s and 1850s through the 1880s.  Because beer did not transport well, each concern served only its local community and those adjacent to it.  In addition to the presence of a large German population, factors favoring the location of the early brewing establishments in any one area included availability of barley to produce the malt and hops, a fresh water supply, and access to a large and dependable supply of natural ice.  Like Milwaukee, early Portage had access to these requirements.  Much of Portage's barley came from the Town of Caledonia as well as the towns of Pacific and Fort Winnebago.  Farmers in Wisconsin cultivated hops in the 1860s and continued its production to a smaller degree after the crop's devastation by the hop louse.  Several commercial enterprises in Portage dealt in the purchase of the crop to sell in Portage and to other markets.  Portage's rail transportation which accessed regional markets became important after the development of bottled beer.  Ice primarily from Silver Lake and the large German population provided Portage with the additional necessary elements to support the brewing industry.  Columbia, Sauk, and Marquette counties alone supported at least twenty breweries between 1850 and 1900 (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, industry]: 9; Nesbit 1973: 274-75; 1985: 169; Portage Daily Register 1989 [11/13: supplement]; Smith 1973: 530).



These small breweries occupied simple, two to three story, frame or brick, gable roof buildings.  Because brewing depended on a gravity process, the buildings of small concerns tended to appear tall and narrow.  The main building contained the brewing kettles and malting facilities.  Several sheds stored the needed supplies and transportation facilities necessary to deliver beer stored in barrels.  Until the introduction of refrigeration in the 1890s, these breweries required cooling caves in the sides of hills or in deep cellars for the fermentation process.  As breweries expanded their operation, they added to their existing plant large and heavy pieces of equipment such as vats, tanks, boilers, and elevators and housed them in new iron and steel reinforced, brick buildings.  Separate functions acquired a separate building: the brew house, malting house, the malting kiln, bottling plant, offices, storage elevators and other storage sheds, the fermenting cellars or caves, stables, repair shops, power houses, and shipping areas.  Early brewers used locally produced malt and maintained their own malting houses.  In these buildings, the barley was soaked in heated vats and spread over the stone or cement floor of the malt house to germinate.  This process was completed mechanically at the end of the nineteenth century.  Then, the green malt was dried in a malt kiln, usually a smoke drying kiln and later a hot air drying kiln.  The brewery thus became a series of connected buildings overshadowed by the brew house whose height was frequently increased by a tower.  The larger operations became architecturally elaborate.  The brewery buildings lent themselves to Gothic turrets similar to the ones once carried by the brew house of the Haertel or Eulberg Brewery (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, industry]: 9).



By 1889, brewing became the third largest industry in the state.  When the state in the 1850s and the federal government in the 1860s placed a heavy tax on distilled liquors, beer became a popular alternative.  In addition to the German population, other groups quickly developed a preference for it rather than the heavy English ales by the mid-1860s.  German breweries introduced their products in beer gardens and halls adjacent to their buildings, and they owned taverns at other nearby locations.  The pasteurization of beer prolonged the storage life of bottled beer from two to three days to an indefinite period.  This process boosted the bottling of beer by Milwaukee and by other breweries beginning in the 1870s and 1880s and permitted the shipping of their product beyond the local area to not only Wisconsin and national but occasionally European markets.  Breweries with rail access to markets then expanded their operations.  The development of superior yeasts permitting a better product by larger companies enlarged their markets.  Finally, the 1871 Chicago fire destroyed many of that city's breweries and added to the market opportunities of Wisconsin establishments.  Wisconsin breweries grew not only because of Wisconsin's cold climate, excellent barley, and available water but because its eastern cities, particularly Milwaukee, were located adjacent to large urban markets along the Great Lakes such as Chicago (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, industry]: 9; Nesbit 1973: 333).



Beginning in the 1880s and 1890s, this rapid expansion in the industry especially by the larger companies led to the closing of smaller companies lacking the ability to produce and ship a superior product at a competitive price.  Large companies also purchased some of these small, local concerns.  Although the number of concerns fell, production levels continued to rise rapidly through the first several decades of the twentieth century prior to the Prohibition Amendment of 1919.  After January, 1920, the amendment prohibited the manufacture, sale, and transportation of intoxicating liquors.  However, a state law of 1921 permitted the brewing of beer in private homes.  Many brewing concerns simply failed in the 1920s.  Others adapted their plants to produce goods such as malt, near-beer, candy, soft drinks, cheese, and cereal products.  By these means, many of the large brewing firms survived until the close of Prohibition.  By 1929, the violation of prohibition laws was rampant, and the amendment was finally repealed in 1933 (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, industry]: 9; Glad 1990: 97-100).



Portage's sizeable German population supported two lager beer breweries beginning in the 1850s.  Born in the province of Hesse-Darnstadt, Germany, Carl Haertel established his City Brewery at the northeast corner of W. Cook and Clark in 1851-1852.  By 1860, Haertel employed five individuals to produce 2,000 barrels of lager beer annually.  He expanded his operations to about ten employees and 3,000 barrels by 1870.  Jacob Best, Jr., the son of the Jacob Best who established his Empire Brewery concern in Milwaukee in 1844 (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, industry]: 9), came to Portage in 1876.  He married Elizabeth Haertel and managed the Haertel Brewery after Haertel's death in 1876 until 1884.  He added the bottling works in 1877.  By 1880, the brewery manufactured 3,000 barrels of beer per year, a modest production in comparison to the larger Milwaukee breweries of the period.  The Blatz Brewery manufactured 6,000 barrels per year in 1875 while Miller and Schlitz produced 30,000 and 200,000 barrels respectively in 1880.



Natives of the province of Nassau, Germany, Peter and Adam Eulberg purchased the Haertel Brewery in 1884.  They leased the buildings for ten years buying the brewery complex in 1894.  Although the buildings remained locally identified as the City Brewery, the company became the Eulberg Brothers Brewery.  Peter Eulberg had received training in the brewing industry and reached the position of brewmaster at breweries in Mineral Point and Dubuque.  After Peter's death in 1895, Adam leased his brother's portion of the business from the heirs until his death in 1901.  The Adam Eulberg estate continued the business until 1907.  In that year, Adam Eulberg's sons purchased the property from the heirs of Peter Eulberg and operated and incorporated the concern as the Eulberg Brewing Company.  At this time, they updated the operation adding a new bottling house and equipment.  The company expanded its annual capacity to 15,000 barrels, now producing its Crown Select in addition to its other varieties.  The expansion ended abruptly in 1919.  The Eulberg Brewery adapted to Prohibition by employing eight men to produce malt.  Jacob, Julius, and Joseph Eulberg probably also illegally manufactured beer while fronting as the malting operation, a practice not uncommon during Prohibition.  The federal government ended this production in 1930.  At the close of Prohibition in 1933, William Eulberg reorganized the company and reopened the brewery.  He operated the brewery until 1944 when the company and buildings were sold to Alvin and Lawrence Bardin.  They suspended operations in 1958. 



Outgrowing his original quarters, Carl Haertel began construction of his brewery in 1855 and occasionally expanded his plant after 1857 until about 1880.  The three story, red brick brew house facing Clark and immediately behind the Cook Street block was probably erected in 1855 as the first building constructed in the complex.  It measured 78 by 48 feet.  Additions were made to its south, north, and east beginning in 1857.  To the south, an entrance into the brewery with a wing used for barley storage above permitted access into the center of the complex.  The north end of the building included a similar entrance and wing which with the adjacent two story and cellar ice house provided a cool location in which to ferment the beer.  Along the W. Cook Street frontage, the three story Haertel or Eulberg block was constructed at two different periods eventually attaining five retail stores facing Cook  (137-139 W. Cook, 56/26; 135 W. Cook, 56/25).  The Haertel and later the Eulberg beer hall and brewery offices occupied 135-137 W. Cook.  This building was constructed about 1866.  Haertel probably constructed 135 W. Cook as an addition to 137-139 W. Cook about 1866-1867.  Additional improvements at the brewery in the 1880s included a malt kiln, malt mill, second ice house, and frame warehouse.



The brewery also owned five acres north of Silver Lake and just east of the causeway which included three approximately 200 foot long, brick-lined, fermenting cellars or caves completed between 1858 and 1861 (Wisconsin State Journal 1861 [6/29: 3/2]; Portage Daily Register 4/1/1972; Stoner 1882; Harrison and Warner 1873; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1918).  The company also operated 25 acres of cultivated fields and pasture lands, two horse barns, and wagon sheds where the company presumably maintained its horses.  Haertel and the Eulbergs also owned and presumably supplied beer to saloons in the city other than the one in the Haertel or Eulberg block at 137-139 W. Cook (56/26).  The Eulberg Brewing Company purchased the Dullaghan or Eulberg Opera House (115-117 E. Cook, 56/5) with saloon on the first floor managed it between about 1915 and 1929.  The company also owned 127 W. Cook (56/22) between about 1905 and 1910.  After the brewery finally closed in 1958, all but the Eulberg block was demolished in the same year and replaced by the Chamber of Commerce mall, parking lots, and the Columbia County Agricultural Building (Butterfield 1880: 515, 590, 878; Democrat 1900 [7/13: 8/6]; Portage Daily Register 1989 [11/13: supplement]; Wisconsin Power and Light ca. 1925: 6; Jones 1914 [2]: 697-98; Butterfield 1880: 635; Democrat 1958 [11/14: 1/1-3; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1860; 1870: industrial schedules]; Hawes 1865; Chapin 1870; Democrat 1900 [7/13: 8/6]; 1897 [7/30: 4]).



Emigrating from Hesse-Darmstadt, Michael Hettinger founded the Winnebago or Old Red Brewery at 401-403 E. Edgewater and Jefferson in 1851.  At that time, a one and a half story, red frame building with monitor roof facing Jefferson contained most of the brewing operations.  It then produced a very modest 1000 barrels per year.  Hettinger's sons operated the brewery after Hettinger's death in 1862.  In 1867, John Hettinger moved a building to Cook Street north of the brewery which then served as the brewery's beer hall or saloon (Wisconsin State Register 1867 [5/18: 1/3]).  In 1870, the brewery's production had declined.  It had four employees to produce only 500 barrels.



Born in the province of Nassau, Germany, Henry Epstein, then managing a brewery in Baraboo, purchased the Hettinger brewery in 1875 and also served as its brew master.  Between 1875 and 1879, he added three brick buildings.  A portion of the two and a half story brick brew house was built north of the frame building.  This building later received an addition or was replaced between 1889 and 1894.  It contained the malt house with a large 50 bushel capacity soaking vat and sprouting cellar.  Erected in 1881 to the south of the frame building, the two story, stone and brick malt kiln was topped with a large central stack once containing a copper lined floor (Portage Daily Register 9/3/1909).  The later building continues to stand (401 E. Edgewater, 22/22).  Finally, the brick ice house along the hillside north of the alley included a brick-lined fermenting cellar.  A house constructed in 1955 now utilizes the cellar as a basement and garage.  After 1880, the capacity grew rapidly and eventually reached a much larger but still comparatively modest 5,000 barrels.  Without a bottling house, Henry Epstein produced keg beer.



At Henry Epstein's death in 1901, Anna Epstein and his sons Henry and William C. continued the business under the name of Epstein Brothers, Brewers and Bottlers.  Shortly after 1901, the Epstein brothers added three concrete block buildings which probably continue to stand: the saloon at the corner of Jefferson and Edgewater; the bottling works, a separate building to the rear of the saloon along 403 E. Edgewater; and a concrete block barn along the alley leading from Jefferson.  Epstein Brothers first began their bottling operation at this time.  The company then manufactured Portage Brew and in 1911 Wauona Brew.  The company's trademark illustrated an Indian portaging his canoe.  When the brewery reached its peak production after the turn of the century, it not only sold beer in Portage but shipped beer by rail to communities within a 100 mile radius.  At the death of Henry Epstein, Jr. prior to 1914, other members of the family operated the business under the guidance of the family firm comprised of Mrs. Henry Epstein and William and Phillip Epstein.  Perhaps already failing as larger companies competed more successfully for the local and regional market, the Epstein Brewery closed in 1918 just prior to the beginning of Prohibition in 1919.  The Epsteins sold the complex including the house at 404 E. Cook (27/28) in 1918.  The standing brewery buildings currently include the former malt kiln, the concrete block tavern, bottling works, barn, and the 1883 Henry Epstein dwelling at 404 E. Cook, now an apartment complex (Portage Centennial Committee 1952).



The Hettinger estate and Henry Epstein and later the Epstein family also owned several business buildings which contained saloons presumably supplied by the beer company.  Sophia Hettinger owned the building erected in 1867 at 220 W. Cook (57/4) until sometime between 1880 and 1885.  A saloon probably operated in this building from at least 1885 if not before and continued to function in these quarters until the 1950s.  Henry Epstein had the building at 117 W. Cook (56/17) erected about 1890, and the Henry Epstein family sold the building between 1915 and 1920.  During this period, the building contained a saloon in one side.  Epstein also built the retail building at 218 W. Cook (57/5) in 1880.  It operated as a saloon when he sold it to Peter Bartosz between 1885 and 1890.



The brewery gained a number of different functions after 1919.  Phillip H. Kantro of the Kantro Film Processing firm which reclaimed film and plates purchased the concrete block barn and added to it by 1925.  In June, 1934, a fire, fed by the inflammable materials stored at the plant, damaged the building.  The building was later rebuilt and is now used for storage.  Operated first by the Purdy Root Beer Company and sometime after 1929 by Isadore Sweet, the Sweet Bottling Company bought the malt house and saloon/bottling house complex.  The company added to the rear of the saloon and probably connected it to the bottling works.  This soda pop manufacturing and bottling plant operated until 1959.  Owned by Lawrence Johnson, the Double Cola Company continued the operation after 1959.  Recently, some of these building functioned as warehouses for St. Vincent De Paul.  The remaining buildings between the malt house and the concrete block garage were torn down between 1918 and 1929 (Butterfield 1880: 905; Portage Area Chamber of Commerce n.d.; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952: 10, 27; 3/4/1972; 1989 [11/13: supplement]; Wisconsin Power and Light ca. 1925: 6; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Jones 1914 [2]: 559; Ogle, Geo. A. & Co. 1901: 696-97; Sanborn-Perris Map Company 1885; 1889; 1894; 1901; 1910; 1918; 1929; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1870: industrial schedules]; Chapin 1870).



Breweries utilized the services of several craftsmen and industries.  Brewing also required barrels crafted by coopers and large amounts of ice harvested by ice companies.  No resources appear to remain identifying the industry with specific coopers in Portage.  Since Haertel maintained his fermenting caves near Silver Lake, he may have also harvested his own ice.  The brick companies also harvested and distributed ice.  By 1868, Collipp added ice harvesting to his enterprise.  By 1879, the Sanborn Brick and Ice Company also harvested 10,000 tons of ice from Silver Lake (see brick and ice industries).  Although the Milwaukee breweries contracted with independent companies to bottle their product, the Portage companies bottled their own beer (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, industry]: 9; Nesbit 1973: 241).





The Soda Pop Factories



Although the production of soda pop or soda water had begun in eighteenth century England, it attained its considerable popularity in the United States at the start of prohibition in 1919.  The sale of soda water in America first occurred in pharmacies who carried it as a medicinal drink in the early nineteenth century.  As such, soda water first lacked flavoring, and a sweetening agent was added in the second decade of the nineteenth century.  Soda pop eventually came in root beer, lemon, lime, orange, grape, strawberry, and cherry.  Manufacture and sale of the beverage did not become commonplace in American until the 1860s and 1870s.  This production occurred after improvement in the apparatus to manufacture the drink in the 1830s and in the bottling process to retain the carbonation in the 1860s and 1870s (Paul and Parmalee 1973: 4-7).



By the 1880s, soda pop was manufactured by the drugstore companies and independent manufacturing companies in Portage and distributed locally in Columbia County to groceries, ice cream parlors, and taverns (Portage Daily Register 3/11/1972).  A portable soda fountain was located in the basement of Graham's Drugstore until at least 1992 (301 DeWitt, 25/6).  Edmund S. Purdy purchased the drug company of Purdy and Merrell in 1876, forming the Purdy Drug Company.  The Purdy Drugstore located at 102 W. Cook (25/21) after the burning of the Pettibone Block in 1880.  It remained there until 1907 when replaced by the First National Bank.  By 1889, the drugstore manufactured and sold soft drinks including Purdy's Carbonized Root Beer, Ginger Ale, and Kahla Cream.  The company advertised soda pop as a temperance drink.  The company manufactured the soda pop which it sold at its fountain in the basement of the building.  When the Purdy Drug Company moved to 132 W. Cook (57/13) in 1907, Henry Purdy operated the soda pop company at 213 DeWitt (25/4) until 1919.  Sometime before 1930, perhaps as early as 1919, the bottling works occupied the former saloon and bottling house of the Epstein Brewery (401-403 E. Edgewater, 22/22) (Butterfield 1880: 663, 920-21; Portage Public Schools 1948-51; Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889; Register-Democrat 2/2/1924; 4/27/1923; Democrat 7/30/1897: 7; Sanborn-Perris Map Company 1910; 1929).



August Haker and Arthur Cavanaugh operated the Crystal Bottling Company by 1906 at 417 W. Pleasant.  Still standing, this frame building was later remodelled into a dwelling.  Haker sold the company to William Raimer who operated the bottling works at the same location until his death in 1918.  Sometime between 1910 and 1918 and in 1918, the bottling works was also located at 213 DeWitt (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1918; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1918]).  In 1918, the Eulberg Brewery purchased the company and made soda pop under the name of Eulberg Products Company along with its malt during Prohibition (Portage Daily Register 3/11/1972; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1910; 1918).



Isadore Sweet founded the Sweet Bottling Company in the Epstein brewery buildings at 401-403 E. Edgewater (22/22) about 1930.  He both manufactured and bottled soda pop.  Between 1937 and 1941, he enlarged the plant by connecting the saloon and bottling works with a concrete block building and remodeled it in 1948 (Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952: 4).  The plant operated until 1959 when Lawrence Johnson continued the operation as the Double Cola Company (Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952: 10, 27; 3/4/1972; Portage Daily Register 1989 [11/13: supplement]).





The Canning Industry: H.J. Heinz Pickle Company



Beginning in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, Wisconsin became a leading state in fruit and vegetable processing.  The small-scale industry which principally involved canning was linked directly to Wisconsin's agricultural production.  The state's earliest cannery became established in 1887 in Manitowoc to process peas.  Because farmers first failed to recognize the commercial value of the crop, canners raised their own vegetables on company-owned lands.  The companies depended on and located in areas offering a supply of part-time labor.  Later, as the success of the enterprise became apparent, private suppliers replaced company production.  After the turn of the century when 49 plants operated in Wisconsin, Columbia County became a leading county in the industry Most of these canneries occupied simple, frame, narrow one to two story plants with ventilators along their gable roofs.  These buildings enclosed little equipment, providing floor space for the series of manual operations involved in preparing and canning the vegetables (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, industry]: 11).



In 1903, the City of Portage offered a free building site to the H.J. Heinz Pickle Company.  The company located their salting station at the corner of Brady and Colt in 1904, and offices at 135 W. Cook (56/25) in 1917 and the Register Building (309 DeWitt, 25/8) in 1929.  H.J. Heinz Company originally raised the cucumbers on its own acreage located near Pardeeville and Plainfield.  After 1944, the company no longer owned the farmlands but did provide labor camps for the laborers working for local farmers.  One such camp existed on CTH EE near Portage.  In 1925, there were seventeen salting stations in Wisconsin.  The first had been established in Sparta in 1898.  Producers trucked the cucumbers to more numerous receiving stations such as those at Rio and Briggsville, and then they were transferred to the salting stations.  After roads improved, the intermediary receiving stations closed.  At the salting station, employees sorted the cucumbers by size, cured them in the salt brine, and shipped them by rail to pickle factories in, for example, Muscatine, Iowa and Holland, Michigan.  By 1923 when the plant seasonally employed 125 individuals, Portage became the main branch office in the state.  Heinz operated the plant until 1971.  Sometime after that date the plant was demolished (Church 1970: 18; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Sanborn-Perris Map Company 1910; 1918; 1929; WPA 1938: 52; Portage Daily Register 6/10/1972).





Tobacco Processing and Cigar Manufacturing



As wheat production declined, tobacco, often in combination with dairying, became one alterative selected by Wisconsin farmers when the southern states seceded from the Union.  Unlike some of the other crops gaining temporary popularity in the 1860s, tobacco remained an important cash crop in the two tobacco districts of Wisconsin.  Wisconsin farmers raised cigar binders.  Extensive cultivation of the crops occurred in southern Dane and adjacent Rock and Jefferson counties of the southern district by the 1880s and Vernon and adjacent Monroe, LaCrosse, and Crawford counties or the northern district by the 1890s.  Both areas were heavily settled by Norwegians, although the Coon Valley area of Vernon County also attracted many German immigrants who raised the crop.  Ohio tobacco farmers originally introduced tobacco production to the Norwegians in the southern district in the 1840s and 1850s.  After intensive cultivation and drying or curing of the tobacco, the farmer sold his crop to local buyers who represented large manufacturing firms.  Through the nineteenth century, production levels fluctuated considerably, rapidly responding to price levels until about 1900.  Prior to 1900, tobacco farmers independently sold their crops to the tobacco buyers.  Created after the turn of the century, the tobacco pool was a centralized buying cooperative representing the farmer to the dealer.  More uniform buying practices stabilized tobacco prices.  The firms and later the cooperatives constructed warehouses in trade centers across the two districts in which temporary laborers sorted the tobacco by grade and crated it for shipment.  For example, warehouses of the northern district were located in Westby, Viroqua, Prairie du Chien, Richland Center, and Blue River.  Cigar factories in these communities also utilized the cigar binders (Wyatt 1986 [vol.2, agriculture]: 7; McKay 1984; Nesbit 1985: 39).



As tobacco production rose and stabilized after the turn of the century, farmers in Columbia County also raised the crop.  The crop processed at Portage had been previously raised in Dane County as well as southern Columbia County and was then shipped out of the state from warehouses in the northern district.  The City of Portage offered a free building site to attract the United Cigar Company to the city.  In 1902-1903, the company erected its 84 by 150 foot warehouse and sorting plant at 110 E. Oneida (45/29).  In 1925, the company hired 100 workers during the packing season.  From Portage, the tobacco went to the Prairie du Chien plant for further processing and was then shipped to the General Cigar Company in Pennsylvania.  In 1915, the company moved its offices from Edgerton to Portage.  With the decline of tobacco production by 1953, the United Cigar Company sold the warehouse to the Great Northern Cold Storage Company which stores and packages Wisconsin cheese (Church 1976: 18; Jones 1914 [1]: 125; [2]: 719; WPA 1938: 52; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1910; 1929; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; Register-Democrat 3/2/1954; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Wisconsin Power and Light ca. 1925).



Although the two tobacco districts produced a ready supply of cigar binders and might attract a high number of cigar manufacturers, they located as much in response to a potential market as to a major source of raw material.  Located outside the two tobacco districts, Milwaukee had 152 cigar manufacturers in 1880 (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, agriculture]: 7).  These operations required a small amount of transportatable equipment, often occupied the second floor of a retail building, and were frequently short term businesses.  John M. Sanderson engaged in cigar manufacturing in Portage as early as 1866.  He employed a single worker in 1870 with whom he produced 52,000 cigars.  By 1880, he operated with two individuals.  Frank Scherburt established a cigar manufacturing enterprise in about 1872.  He ran a relatively large operation employing five individuals by 1880 (Butterfield 1880: 663; 924-25; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1870; 1880: industrial schedule]).  Operating as early as 1896, Charles Gieseler opened a cigar factory at 203 DeWitt (25/1) by 1901 to about 1910.  In 1910, he moved to 211 DeWitt (25/3) and remained there through 1918 and probably into the early 1920s.  A cigar factory also occupied 114-116 W. Cook (57/33) for a short period about 1889.





The Textile Industry: Woolen Mills, Clothing Factories, and Rug Companies



By the mid-1840s, sheep production began to climb in southeast Wisconsin.  The dramatic rise in wool production came during the Civil War with steeply increasing demands created by the shortages of southern cotton and the demand for wool used in uniforms.  At this time, wheat crops had also diminished, and farmers used this opportunity to begin the long shift from their reliance on this cash crop.  They became particularly attracted to sheep raising since it required considerably less capital to establish than dairying.  In response to temporarily high prices by the end of the 1860s, sheep production expanded three times beyond the 1860 production level.  Much of that increase occurred in the southeast wool district.  During the 1870s, businessmen in southern Wisconsin established mills to process the fiber in Wisconsin rather than shipping it east.  Although the demand for wool declined considerably after the Civil War, Rock, Columbia, and Grant counties continued to raise a substantial number of sheep (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, agricultural]: 8; Nesbit 1973: 274).



Portage businessmen established two woolen mills one of which became one of the city's major industries.  Robert B. Wentworth, W.S. Wentworth, and Loomis, Gallett, and Breese first promoted and organized the Portage Hosiery Company under a partnership in 1878.  The company located in the Pettibone Block at the southwest corner of DeWitt and Cook until the 1880 fire.  While the company moved to temporary quarters, construction of the mill began at 107 E. Mullett (48/19).  The hosiery company occupied the 50 by 80 foot, two and a half story brick building in 1881-1882 (Columbia County Treasurer 1863- [1880-82]).  By 1889, the complex also included a separate engine room, a warehouse and office, and a dye house which no longer stand.  Manufacturing its own yarns, the mill first produced heavy wool socks for lumbermen as well as leggings and mittens.



The business partners incorporated the Portage Hosiery Company in 1893.  R.B. Wentworth remained president of the company from its incorporation until Llewellyn Breese, who acted as its previous manager, replaced him in 1913.  Succeeded by his son William L. Breese, Ll. Breese retired in 1931.  By 1897, the company employed 110 workers.  The Portage Hosiery Company also operated several branch factories.  In 1910, it established one branch in Madison which operated at least into the 1930s.  Opened at an unknown date, the Mauston branch probably closed in 1931.  By 1933, the Portage plant employed 222 workers, double the number working in 1897.  Despite previous attempts to organize a labor union, employees were not permitted to join the American Federation of Hosiery Workers until 1941 (Zunker 1951).



The mill's physical plant gradually expanded in the 1890s and twentieth century as its volume of production steadily rose (see rear cover).  The company added the office building (48/15) in 1891.  In 1903-1904, the factory building was extended to the east by a three story, brick addition which was originally devoted to spinning (48/18).  The current one story powerhouse (48/17) at the east end of the complex was completed about 1903.  The company erected the warehouse in 1918 (48/13), and placed a wash house at the rear of the complex in 1924 (see 48/19).  It stood east of the dye house constructed in 1903-04 and the concrete, steam-dry house erected in ca. 1918 (see 48/19).  In 1936, the company placed a new, two story and basement, 118 foot by 60 foot, tile building (48/14) between the office building and mill.  A stair tower connected the wing to the office building, and the wing provided a new entrance into the factory complex.  Livermore and Samuelson served as the architects while C.H. Findorff of Madison became the contractor (Register-Democrat 1936 [7/25: 1/4).  The building housed the knitting machines.  Finally, in 1952, the company added a two story and basement, 40 by 83.7 foot addition (48/11) at the southwest end of the complex.  The concrete block building with flat roof was opened by steel frame windows (Sanborn-Perris Map Company 1885; 1889; 1894; 1901; 1910; 1918; 1929; Columbia County Treasurer 1863- [1890-1930]; Register-Democrat 10/24/1938; 2/16/1952).



By 1952, the mill manufactured men's and boys' mittens, boot socks, athletic socks, fine hosiery, and slipper socks.  Until 1952, the company sold its wares to jobbers who then distributed them to retail outlets.  The Breese family eventually owned the company until it was sold to the Ripon Knitting Works in the mid-1940s and later to Medalist Industries.  The Portage Woolen Mills, Inc. continues to operate in the building complex with other businesses (Necrology, vol. 14: 90-94; Ogle, Geo. A. & Co. 1901: 229; Columbia County Historical Society 1952; Jones 1914 [1]: 205; Democrat 7/30/1897; Register-Democrat 10/24/1938; 2/16/1952; 11/1/1947; Zunker 1951; Portage Public Library n.d. [Register Democrat 1931]; Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889).



Although the manner of accomplishing each step of the manufacturing process altered through the years, the type of tasks completed have not.  The mill originally used local wools but increasingly substituted wool from South American and Australia in the twentieth century.  At the beginning of the process, pickers remove foreign materials from the wool and additional materials are then added.  The teeth of the carding machines lay the fabric in one direction.  Then, the fine strands of wool are twisted together in a spinner which creates either single or double strand yarn.  After this process, the yarn is ready to be knitted into the hosiery.  The knitters were generally placed in rows along long, open rooms which occupied the factory building until the addition of the 1936 wing.  In the nineteenth century, the company imported the machines from England.  They became automated in 1902.  The open toes and fingers of mittens are closed in the looping room.  Standard machines close the toes, and the fingers are finished on sewing machines.  Although the product is complete, each piece is inspected and minor flaws repaired.  Then, the socks and mittens are washed in large laundry machines and steam-dried.  The socks are finally inspected, paired, labeled, packaged, and shipped (Portage Daily Register 7/12/1952; WPA 1938: 52).



Fred F. Goss established the Portage Woolen Mills in 1906.  The company began in a building at the rear of the Goss residence on Prospect.  In 1907, Goss erected a new factory building at 117 W. Mullett (48/8).  Using the waste wool from the Portage Hosiery Company, he manufactured wool batting and also carded wool for use in knitting factories.  In 1914, Charles Van Aernam and George Rumpf purchased the mill.  The mill remained in operation through 1929 (Register-Democrat 5/15/1914; 8/10/1914; 6/28/1982; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1910; 1918; 1929; Jones 1914 [2]: 613).



Founded in 1888 and operated through at least 1910, Falconer Bros. and Boynton Manufacturing Company produced shirts, jeans, overalls, and jackets.  R. C. Falconer, E.G. Boynton, and H.V. Falconer founded the company.  It occupied a building which once stood at the intersection of DeWitt, Edgewater, and W. Wisconsin, now a parking lot.  The company served at least a regional market within the state (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1894; 1901; 1910; Jones 1914 [2]: 646; Portage Daily Register 12/13/1889).



The Portage Underwear Company was established in 1891 and manufactured Vivette Brand underwear for national wholesalers.  L.L. Breese served as the company's first president.  In 1925, the company employed fifteen individuals.  The factory occupied several existing retail buildings in the city.  Between 1891 and about 1897, it was located in part of the building replaced by the west side of the Beehive at 108 W. Cook (57/34) in 1897-1898.  About 1897, the company moved to 214 W. Wisconsin (24/24) and remained there until about 1910.  It also utilized the second floor of 216 W. Wisconsin (24/25), the city police station, about 1901.  By 1910, the company located somewhere on W. Conant and by 1918, it moved to 312 W. Conant where it remained until about 1941 when the factory closed.  This small factory building was also demolished (Portage Public Library n.d. [trade catalogue dated 1929]; Portage, City of 1930-41 [1934-35: 78]; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1929; Register-Democrat 6/6/1924; 5/5/1941; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Wisconsin Power and Light ca. 1925: 6; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1894).



Frederick H. De La Ronde established the Portage Rug Company at 141 E. Cook (56/1) in 1905.  Employed by W.G. Weldon since 1903, De La Ronde purchased Weldon's interest in the business in that year.  He added dry cleaning to his business in 1910 and later included dyeing and pressing.  In 1913, he placed the east wing on the building.  De La Ronde then employed twenty operators and six salesmen in Wisconsin and adjacent states.  In addition to his operation in Portage, he also maintained salesrooms in Madison and LaCrosse.  He ran advertisements in the state business directories published between 1909 and 1913 (Polk, R.L. & Co. 1912-13: 909):



	F.H. De La Ronde, pres., manufacturer of beautiful Hand-Made Fluff Rugs from discarded Ingrain, Brussels, Stair Carpets, and Chenille Curtains, any size desired; French dry cleaning, dyeing, and pressing of all kinds of wearing apparel.  Write for particulars, Office and Factory, Cor. Cook and Main Sts.



De La Ronde operated the company until his death in 1919 (Jones 1914 [2]: 641-42).





Steel Products



The City of Portage provided funding to the Freeland Steel Tank Company to buy its building site and to erect its building at 1203 Adams (53/25).  The company originally leased the building from the city beginning in 1909 and later purchased it.  The Lloyd Freeland family founded the Pioneer Tank Company in Middlebury, Indiana in 1893 and sometime later established the Freeland Steel Tank Company in Sturgis, Michigan.  In 1909, Lloyd Freeland and Frank Van Epps founded a branch of the company in Portage.  The partners were attracted by Portage's railroad connections.  The company produced galvanized barnyard equipment.  Van Epps purchased Freeland's share in the partnership in 1912 and ran the business until his death in 1930.  By 1925, the company employed ten individuals.  Freeland Van Epps and Frank L. Van Epps, Jr. continued the business and expanded its operations to include wholesale hardware.  Now known as Freeland Industries, Inc., the business remains in considerably expanded quarters at its original address (Sanborn-Perris Map Company 1910; 1918; 1929; Murtagh 1986; Wisconsin Power and Light ca. 1925; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Portage Daily Register 1959 [7/6: 5/1-3]).



Founded by J.K. Koepp and Herman Zastrow in 1906, the Portage Boat and Engine Company began operation by repairing boats which ran along the Portage Canal.  By 1909, the company also manufactured boats, and by 1911, it built steel boats for the army.  The company probably constructed the building at 109 W. Mullett in 1906 and continued to occupy the building until 1917.  The Portage Novelty Boat and Storage Company which appears to have stored and repaired boats and their engines then occupied the building through 1929.  The building is now considerably altered.  The Portage Boat and Engine Company constructed 126 E. Cook (57/27) in 1917 and remained there through 1937.  By 1929, the company had expanded its business to include the repair of automobiles.  By 1948, Marachowksy's Department Store occupied the building (Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1910; 1918; 1929; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863 [1915-30]).  Nehls Boat and Furnace Works probably occupied a building at 220 W. Edgewater by 1924.  They advertised boat building, furnace manufacturing, and automobile top and upholstery work.  In 1925, the company employed ten individuals.  The property erected by 1924 received an addition or was replaced by the current building (24/18) sometime after 1929.  They remained in operation through 1955 (Polk, R.L. & Co. 1924-25: 1125; Johnson Printing Co. 1955; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1929; Wisconsin Power and Light ca. 1925: 6).





	List of Surveyed and National Register Properties Noted in the Text





Address				Map Code		Notations



201 Adams 				22/33			MacCullough, granite monuments

205 Adams 				24/9			Robert MacCullough House

923 Adams 				45/26			Weyenberg Shoe Manufacturing Co.

1203 Adams 				53/25			Freeland Steel Tank Co.



Cemetery Road, south side	44/23			Silver Lake Cemetery

Cemetery Road, north side	44/40			Oak Grove Cemetery



Collins Road, end of		48/1			St. Mary's Cemetery



805 W. Conant 			32/22			William Armstrong House



108 E. Cook 			57/32			Cockroft, harness

115-117 E. Cook			56/5			Dullaghan/Eulberg Opera House

121-123 E. Cook 			56/3			Bunker, harness; cobbler

122 E. Cook 			57/25			Hollenbeck Block, City Harness

								  Shop

126 E. Cook 			57/27			Portage Boat and Engine Co.

141 E. Cook 			56/1			Jackson, implement dealer;

								  Portage Rug Co.

404 E. Cook 			27/28			Henry Epstein House



101 W. Cook 			25/23			Ole Johnson Shoe Co.

102 W. Cook 			25/21			J.E. Wells & Co., Purdy Drugstore

108 W. Cook 			57/34			Carroll and Klug

111-115 W. Cook 			56/14			tailor shop

114-116 W. Cook 			57/33			A.J. Reholz & Co.; cigar factory

117 W. Cook 			56/17			Wilkie, tailor; York Feed Store;

								  saloon owned by Epstein family

118-122 W. Cook 			57/18			Warner Hardware, tinsmith

121-123 E. Cook 			56/3			tailor shop

124 W. Cook 			57/17			Klug, cobbler

127 W. Cook 			56/22			saloon owned by Eulberg Brewery

131 W. Cook 			56/24			Buckley and Leisch, tailors

132 W. Cook				57/13			Purdy Drugstore

�Address				Map Code		Notations



135 W. Cook 			57/12			Ph. Goodman, merchant tailor

								  (part of brewery block)

137-139 W. Cook			56/26			Haertel/Eulberg Brewery Office

								  and Saloon

134 W. Cook 			57/12			Mathiesson, tailor

210 W. Cook 			55/7			Loomis, Gallett, and Breese

								A.J. Reholz & Co.

214 W. Cook 			57/6			Lohr, cobbler

218 W. Cook 			57/5			Bartosz Saloon

220 W. Cook 			57/4			Saloon owned by Hettinger Brewery

222 W. Cook 			57/3			tailor shop; Lohr, cobbler

W. Cook, end of			32/26			Pauquette Park (former brick yd.)

201 DeWitt 				25/0			C.F. Mohr Lumber Co. office

								  (locally made cast iron front)

203 DeWitt 				25/1			Gieseler cigar manufacturer

211 DeWitt				25/3			Geisler, cigar manufacturer

								  (locally made cast iron front)

213 DeWitt 				25/4			Brodie, cobbler; Purdy soda pop

301 DeWitt				25/6			Graham's Drugstore

305 DeWitt 				25/7			Beattie Building (cobbler)

208 DeWitt 				24/33			Lewis Hardware

310 DeWitt 				25/18			Murison Furniture



122 E. Edgewater			24/13			York-Barker Lumberyard

401-403 E. Edgewater		22/22			Epstein Brewery: malt kiln,

              						  saloon, and bottling works

								  Sweet Bottling Co.    

220 W. Edgewater			24/18			Nehls Boat and Furnace Works



229 E. Emmett 			45/27			Consumer Lumber Company coal



224 E. Howard 			37/32			Stotzer Apartments



1001 Jefferson			45/24			Frank Fruit Company



106 E. Mullett 			48/23			Portage Iron Works, Nold 								  Wholesale

107 E. Mullett 			48/11			Portage Hosiery Co.

112-120 E. Mullett 		48/22			Portage Iron Works, Frank Fruit 								  Company

131 E. Mullett 			48/20			Wentworth elevator

211 E. Mullett			49/0			C.F. Mohr warehouses



117 W. Mullett 			48/8			Portage Woolen Mills



110 E. Oneida 			45/29			United Cigar Co. warehouse



621 Silver Lake Drive 		47/29			Herman Affeldt House

647 Silver Lake Road 		47/30			Conrad Collipp House

�Address				Map Code		Notations



201-211 E. Wisconsin 		48/25			Slinger Foundry, Machine and Auto

								  Company



210 W. Wisconsin			24/21			Rupp, blacksmith

								Behnkie, carriage maker

214 W. Wisconsin 			24/24			Schulz & Co., hide storage

								Portage Underwear Co.

216 W. Wisconsin 			24/25			Portage Underwear Co.

�	CHAPTER VII: AGRICULTURE: DAIRY-RELATED INDUSTRIES AND COUNTY FAIRS





	Introduction: Dairy Farming



Almost immediately after settlement by the 1840s in southern Columbia County and in the 1850s in northern Columbia County, farmers raised wheat for sale.  But by the 1860s, the amount of wheat produced per acre began to decline in southeast Wisconsin.  This trend accelerated in the 1870s as soil fertility fell and the cinch bug and disease destroyed the crop.  Additionally, because wheat farms along the plains produced a large crop at lower cost, prices remained generally low.  Beginning in the 1860s, southeast Wisconsin farmers experimented with other products such as hops, sheep, and dairy cattle and diversified their production in southeast and south central Wisconsin by the 1870s.  Farmers began to shift to the raising and sale of livestock by gradually expanding their feed crops including oats, hay, and corn in preference to wheat to feed a mixed livestock including hogs, some beef cattle, dairy cattle, and sheep.  This livestock provided a cash income.  In the 1880s, Columbia County farmers slowly adjusted their cropping regime in this direction.  The shift to a livestock and feed crop economy was complete in Wisconsin by 1890.  By this year, about 90% of Wisconsin's crop lands produced feed.  Although other livestock gained importance to the agricultural economy, dairying became the agricultural mainstay in Columbia County  (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, agriculture]: 2, 8; Nesbit 1973: 181-83, 273, 280-81; 1985: 12-16, 36; Current 1973: 91-93, 241, 376-77, 454-57; Jones 1914 [1]: 124; Butterfield 1880: 586-87; Schaffer 1922: 99).



Prior to the 1870s, dairying provided products for family use and occasional surpluses for sale at the mercantile store of local trade centers.  An incidental part of the income, milk surpluses were traded for credit at the local mercantile store in the form of less perishable butter or occasionally cheese.  The local merchant often blended this farm butter of inconsistent quality and sold it at a loss to traveling agents or out-of-state dealers based primarily in Chicago.  Such tactics did little for the reputation of Wisconsin's dairy products.  However, farmers generally did not view milk as a cash product in southeast Wisconsin until this date.  New York settlers first introduced the concept of dairying as an alterative to wheat farming in southeast Wisconsin by the 1850s.  By this decade, this region of the state began to gradually develop urban markets to absorb the diary products.  However, despite the early introduction to dairying and vigorous promotion of the concept by leading dairy farmers, it did not become a viable alternative until three decades later.  By 1870, only 25 individuals were identified as dairy farms in the state while 159,687 farmers produced butter and cheese primarily for personal consumption (Nesbit 1973: 283-85; Current 1976: 462; Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, agriculture]: 9; Schaffer 1922: 154).



This resistance to the change from extensive wheat cropping to intensive dairy farming required significant adjustments in the farmer's approach to agriculture.  Prior to the 1870s, cattle were not bred specifically for beef or dairying.  And, those identified as dairy cattle by the farmer often foraged for themselves and lacked adequate shelter.  Dependence on dairying as the major cash product required a long-term investment which would allow the development of a herd bred specifically for milk production, the construction of adequate shelter, the raising of feed, the establishment of a dairy cattle feeding regimen, and upgrading the quality and dependability of the milk and milk products being marketed.  Rather than producing butter and cheese himself, the farmer needed to sell his milk to a factory established for bulk production.  These factories required milk whose quality met set standards and was delivered at regular, specified intervals to the factory.  This expensive upgrading of the farm facilities and herd, the regularity of dairying, and the involvement of additional middlemen slowed the farmer's adjustment.  Thus, dairying required a shift from low investment wheat farming requiring attention on an irregular basis to farming with high initial cost demanding daily maintenance of the herd.  The success of extensive cheese or butter manufacturing also required an adequate railroad system to quickly move the product to market.  Unlike other areas in northern Wisconsin, such a system was available in central Wisconsin before its farmers began to switch to dairy farming (Nesbit 1973: 16-18, 285; 1985: 10; Current 1976: 91; Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, agriculture]: 9).



Rising prices of dairy products during the 1860s and encouragement from a strong contingent of transplanted New York dairy farmers slowly moved Wisconsin dairy farmers to invest time and money in the improvement of their dairy production.  William Hoard began to promote improved dairy farming methods by 1870.  Attacking the problem of low milk quality which in part produced poor markets, he encouraged breeding cattle for dairying, improved feeding programs, and acceptance of regular delivery schedules necessary to produce a high quality product.  Prior to the 1880s, most farmers milked only four to five months of the year, the period during which they could provide adequate feed.  The development of silage in the 1880s and its slow adoption in the 1890s and in the first decade of the next century allowed year-round milking and provided a steady supply of milk needed for factory production.  Hoard also assisted the formation of the Wisconsin Dairymen's Association in 1872.  In addition to proselytizing improved dairy farming, the association sought outlets for the state's dairy products.  As early as the 1872, most Chicago, Philadelphia, and New York markets had become glutted.  The association enabled the rapid transportation of Wisconsin dairy products by railroad and opened major markets for cheese in England.  The College of Agriculture at the University of Wisconsin also began to lead the movement toward improved production by the 1880s.  It created the short courses and by 1886 the farmers' institutes.  Farmers gathered at county meetings to discuss current problems in area agriculture.  County fairs also educated through displays.  These developments eventually took the processing of cheese and butter from the farm to the factory, allowing a more consistent, higher quality product (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, agriculture]: 5, 10; Nesbit 1973: 285, 289-91; 1985: 17-18; Current 1986: 462-63; Schaffer 1922: 149-53; 156-61).





	Cheese Factory Production



Because it proved the least perishable of the two common dairy products, many areas of the state first participated in cheese production prior to butter making.  However, cheese was more difficult to produce.  Cheese of marketable quality required professional production in a factory setting.  Because such factories relied on the delivery of fresh milk on a regular basis over poor dirt roads, cheese factories only served a three to four mile radius.  To collect sufficient milk to economically produce cheese, the factory required the milk of about 200 cows.  Most farms within the radius would need to participate regularly to produce sufficient milk for such a cooperative enterprise.  Early factories often operated on a seasonal basis, reflecting the reduction of milk production during winter months.  Despite low level cooperation in the early years of production, the consistently higher prices gained from the sale of milk to cheese factories eventually justified alteration in the farmer's practices.



Wisconsin's early cheese factories were established in the southeastern part of the state, the area which first suffered from soil depletion and whose farmers searched for agricultural alternatives.  The first factory was erected at Fond du Lac in about 1863.  By 1865, thirty cheese factories appeared in Wisconsin, and by 1870, the number had grown to forty or fifty.  In the 1880s, cheese manufacturing concentrated in Sheboygan, Green, and Jefferson counties, and Columbia also possessed several cheese factories by that year.  The founding of cheese factories moved progressively north and west through time.  By the mid-1880s, Wisconsin had become heavily committed to cheese production.  It was second only to New York by this period.  The Wisconsin Dairymen's Association had created a reliable British market based on the development of a consistent, high quality product.  However, during the mid-1880s, Wisconsin farmers began to replace the butter fat in their milk with lard and other fats resulting in more perishable skim milk cheeses.  This practice ruined Wisconsin's market abroad by the late 1880s (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, agriculture]: 9, 10; Current 1976: 462; Nesbit 1973: 285-87, 292; 1985: 19-21, 30-31; Schaffer 1922: 156; Butterfield 1880: 586-87).



In 1874, Nathan H. Wood established a small cheese factory in Ward I.  The factory employed three individuals who operated from the end of April to the end of November.  It relied on 80 cows to produce 45,000 pounds of cheese in 1880.  Wood's factory produced cream cheese.  Owning fifty of his own cows, Charles Baker established a short-lived cheese factory on his farm in 1873.  His lands included the lands of the Agency House.  After cheese regained its market in the early twentieth century, Columbia County had fourteen cheese factories in 1914.  However, none of these factories were not identified in Portage (U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1880: industrial schedule]; Butterfield 1880: 636, 663; Ogle, Geo. A. & Co. 1901: 634; Jones 1914 [1]: 126).





	The Co-Operative Creamery



Following the drop in cheese production in the late 1880s, Wisconsin manufacturers shifted to butter.  The Wisconsin Dairymen's Association formulated standards for production to ensure uniform quality products and protect this market.  Prior to the late 1880s, creameries separated the farmer's milk in large, gravity separators located at satellite skimming stations.  The advent of the cream separator usable on individual farms in 1885 eventually closed these operations.  During the 1890s, large butter manufacturers established central locations to which farmers could easily deliver their cream.  The collected cream was then transported to a central plant (Nesbit 1973: 29-30, 291-92; Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, agriculture]: 10).  The manufacturing of dairy products dominated Wisconsin's industry between 1900 and 1920.  Butter became the predominate dairy product through the first decade of the twentieth century.  However, as oleomargarine overshadowed the butter market, this growth was stunted.  By 1912, Wisconsin regained its cheese market.  During the second decade of the twentieth century, fluid milk sales became a significant segment of the dairy economy.  As improved production techniques permitted and production standards required greater sanitation in milk processing which thus eliminated animal odors and the threat of disease, consumption gradually rose between 1890 and 1910.  About one-half of Wisconsin's fluid milk market became condensed milk.  By 1920, Wisconsin had gained one-quarter of the condensed milk market in the nation.  Although first developed in 1856, consumer acceptance of condensed milk had been slow.  Established by Borden, the first condensed milk plant in Wisconsin appeared in Monroe, Green County in 1889.  By 1905, the seventeen plants in the state concentrated in southeast Wisconsin.  By 1920, the number across Wisconsin grew to 67 (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, agriculture]: 11).



Before the turn of the century, cream stations dotted the towns adjacent to Portage.  From here, the milk was hauled to the creamery in Portage.  A creamery occupied the southeast corner of W. Edgewater and Lock by 1894.  By 1910, it was known as the William Fulton Creamery, became the Knack Brothers Creamery by 1910, and was identified as the W.C. Cutting's Creamery by 1918.  Processing the milk of 1260 cows, the creamery produced 201,688 pounds of butter in 1914.  Local farmers formed and incorporated the Co-operative Creamery and Warehouse association in 1919.  They used the facility of the private plant at Lock and W. Edgewater.  Cooperative creameries in which area farmers jointly owned the establishment became one means of eliminating the middleman and raising the real price received for milk.  In 1919, the company received milk from 150 farmers and manufactured 183,502 pounds of butter in that year.  By 1923, the creamery had rapidly expanded production to 610,634 pounds of butter from milk gathered from 498 patrons.  A.C. Hillstad served as the buttermaker and as manager of the plant from 1919 until 1930.



The Portage Cooperative Creamery Association completed a new plant at 233 W. Edgewater (23/2) in 1925.  The City of Portage provided the company with a title to the land.  C.W. Kanpfer of Kanpfer-Beutow, engineers and architects of St. Paul, designed the plans for the building (Portage Public Library n.d. [Register-Democrat 8/1924]).  The new creamery was open for public inspection in May, 1925.  It pasteurized and bottled fluid milk for home and store delivery, manufactured butter and cottage cheese, and furnished sweet and sour cream.  During World War I when the butter market declined, the company added a powdered milk operation and maintained its fluid milk operation.  Placing the addition on the west side of the plant, it doubled the size of the plant to accommodate the new operation.  In 1950, a warehouse was also added to the building.  In 1954, the Portage Co-Operative Creamery modernized its plant adding new butter making machines and bottling equipment and remodeling offices.  In 1963, Ray-O-Vac purchased the plant to make batteries and dry cells.  After the company moved to Portage's industrial park in 1976, the building stood vacant and was razed in 1994 (Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; Jones 1914 [1]: 126-27; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1894; 1901; 1910; 1918; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Portage Daily Register 12/30/1954; Register-Democrat 1/25/1919; 2/5/1924; 1/8/1925; 2/13/1930; 5/12/1954).





	Ice Cream Manufacturing



Lee Manley began his ice cream company as a small concern on his farm just south of Portage in 1917.  As his local market expanded, Manley formed a partnership with Thomas McNaughton and established the M & M Dairy in 1921.  In that year, the partners purchased the Purity Ice Cream plant then located in the former Stotzer building at the southeast corner of W. Wisconsin and W. Conant.  By the time it relocated its quarters to 212 W. Wisconsin (24/23) in 1922, the company shipped its product to communities in south central Wisconsin.  By 1923, the firm converted its operations to complete mechanical refrigeration.  During the 1920s, the M & M Dairy adopted the trade name Red Circle Ice Cream for its product.  In 1935, Everett Bidwell purchased the company, maintaining its trade name until 1950 when the product became Bidwell Ice Cream.  He erected a new concrete and red face brick plant at the southwest corner of W. Wisconsin and W. Edgewater, the current location of the First Star Bank Drive-in, in 1950.  Bidewell operated the company until 1977 (Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; Register-Democrat 6/3/1921; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1918).





	The Columbia County Fairgrounds



The county agricultural society became a primary means through which to disseminate new information about agricultural equipment, the breeding of livestock, the propagation of new plant types, and the demonstration of agricultural techniques.  To this end, the fairs included exhibits, livestock judging, field trials, machinery displays, and competitions.  It also became a major social event of the year.  The Wisconsin State Agricultural Society formed in 1851 to achieve similar goals and assist the organization of county fairs (Nesbit 1985: 24-25).



The Columbia County Agricultural Society was established and prepared its constitution in 1851 at Portage.  The primary function of the society appears to have been the sponsorship of the county fair.  Emphasizing the exhibition of livestock, implements, agricultural products such as butter, cheese, vegetables, floral displays, and domestic manufacturing and crafts, the county's first fair occurred in 1852 at Wyocena.  Through the years, additional activities included horse racing, theatrical performances, a circus, side shows, lectures, and by the 1920s baseball.  County farmers also bought and sold a considerable amount of livestock at this event.  In following years, different communities including Wyocena, Columbus, Lodi, Cambria, and Portage held the county fair.  Portage first sponsored the event in 1855 and hosted it with some frequency until 1874.  Then, the city purchased a 40 acres tract in Ward 1 of Portage between Thompson and Griffith and Wauona Trail and Superior and presented the lands to the society or its successor under an indefinite lease.  In 1877, the county agricultural society constructed Floral Hall, and it erected a wooden grandstand in 1887 and replaced it in 1898-1899.  By 1901, the original Columbia County Agricultural Society had become less active.  The group reorganized as the Columbia County Fair Association in the same year.  Retaining ownership of the land, the group constructed new buildings at the grounds.  After the turn of the century, the fair grounds included a number of wooden buildings, a wood grandstand, one large exhibit hall, and barns, most of if not all of the original buildings were replaced in the 1930s.  The Columbia County Fair Association also maintained offices in the main retail district of Portage located at 101 W. Cook (25/23) about 1917-1918 and at 208 DeWitt (24/33) about 1929 (Snyder 1878; Jones 1914 [1]: 128-31; Butterfield 1880: 458-59; WPA 1938: 45; Portage Daily Register 7/31/1971; Register-Democrat 1935 [11/2: 4/1-8]; Farrell 1917-18; Smith-Baumann Directory Company 1929: 29; Murtagh 1987).



The City of Portage received funding from the Works Projects Administration (WPA) to replace the major buildings at the fairground in 1935.  Beginning in 1933, the Franklin Roosevelt administration developed a series of programs to combat the effects of the Great Depression.  On March 5, 1933, Congress was called into session to act on emergency legislation.  The following one hundred days of the Roosevelt administration produced a model for much of the legislation which followed and remained in effect during the 1930s.  Later acts refined and supplemented this legislation, but they did not alter its substance (Schlesinger 1940: 1; Cohen 1980).  In this legislation, Roosevelt attempted to effect recovery for a major portion of the economy including agriculture, industry, and banking as well as the assistance of unemployed and disadvantaged citizens (Otis 1986: 5�6).  Because of the variations in the types of individuals who required relief and the causes which gave rise to their needs as well as fluctuations in the public attitude concerning how those needs should be met, the solution for welfare was complex.  In the early 1930s, the federal government began to create an elaborate series of programs to assist the different classes of people (Howard 1943: 25).  The programs associated with the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), Works Progress Administration (WPA), and the National Youth Administration (NYA), and early programs directly funded by the Federal Emergency Relief Administration all sponsored relief work in the states.



The Federal Emergency Relief Act of 1933 produced for the first time a system of federal relief.  Initially, federal monies were distributed among the states which then supervised relief measures.  The Wisconsin agency which distributed these monies was known as the Wisconsin Emergency Relief Administration.  Under the Emergency Relief Appropriations Act of 1935, a series of federal agencies such as the Works Progress Administration (WPA) of 1935 were created to tackle the problem of unemployment assistance.  Rather than making doles to the unemployed, the program's funds supported projects to employ those needing work and removed them from the relief rolls.  It lifted the morale and sustained the skills of many American workers who had lost their jobs because of the economy rather than their negligence.  The WPA financed light public works defined as socially useful projects including the development of public parks; the building of roads, airports, schools and other public buildings; the improvement of waterways; and completion of other public service projects.  In comparison to the WPA, the Public Works Administration (PWA) focused on heavy and durable projects such as dams and bridges.  However, each of these federal agencies occasionally supported the same types of projects.  Federal government grants to state and local agencies provided part of the funding to which local governments also contributed part of the cost.  The funding of federal relief projects ended in 1941-1942 with the beginning of World War II (Isakoff 1938: 19�22; Blum et al. 1963: 656�57; Owens 1983: 84; Howard 1973 [1943]: 29, 105).



Although the City of Portage tabled a resolution to buy the grandstand and educational building at the county fairgrounds in May 3, 1934, it did approve a federally supported, Depression Era project to improve the adjacent twenty acre athletic field on May 8, 1934.  Work did not begin until the spring of 1935.  Prior to commencement of the WPA project in the fall of 1935, sixty workmen funded by the Wisconsin Emergency Relief Administration (WERA) completed improvement at the athletic field beginning in April, 1935.  Part of the federal recovery program during the depression, the Federal Economic Relief Administration (FERA), extant in 1934 and 1935, provided monies to a state administering agency, the WERA, to employ relief workers in public works projects.  The workers earned subsistence wages.  The existing field was already utilized for 4-H activities, school athletics, band concerts, holiday celebrations, and annual agricultural exhibits.  These workmen constructed a fence at the fairgrounds in April, 1935.  The remaining improvements awaited further federal support which arrived in September, 1935.  Although the city considered improvements at the county fair grounds and playing field early in 1935, it did not finally seek further federal support until September 9, 1935 as city council resolution number 594 (Portage, City of 1930-41 [1935-35: 40]).  The city had originally donated the lands for use as a county fairground to the Columbia County Fair Association under a 99 year lease.  Since the association owned the buildings which it had erected, it offered to sell these buildings to the city for $3,000 in February, 1935 to permit their replacement.  The city purchased the buildings in April, 1935.



In the fall of 1935, Works Progress Administration (WPA) supplied the City of Portage with 70% of the funding to complete projects at the fair ground.  Project 6.31 involved remodeling the county fair buildings and improving the grounds in the athletic field.  John Allmendinger was selected as the superintendent in charge of the WPA projects at the fairgrounds.  He was responsible to a committee chaired by Alderman Van Epps who in turn was responsible to a WPA district director in Madison.  The city acquired this funding to pay wages to workers completing the project and to buy necessary materials.  The project costs totaled $30,000.  In September, 1935, work on the fair grounds employed 32 men.  Eventually, the project employed 390 men over a period of four months.  Prior to construction, WPA laborers demolished the former wood grandstand and Floral Hall.  New construction included a poured concrete, Art Deco grandstand (Superior, northeast corner of Townsend, 49/8), additional frame buildings, a new lighting system, and landscaping.  The grandstand accommodated 1,500 spectators.  Underneath and at the west elevation of the structure were housed the concession stands.  New construction also included two locker buildings and completion of the board fence along Wauona Trail.  These projects concluded in March, 1936.  Improvement of the athletic field in 1936 involved landscaping and grading for the three tennis courts, three softball diamonds, a baseball diamond, a football field, and a track.  This portion of the project reached completion in August, 1936 (Portage Daily Register 1935 [8/30: 1/1-3; 9/10: 1/7-8]; 2/4/1935; 4/30/1935; 9/13/1935; 9/18/1935; 3/5/1936; 8/21/1936; Register-Democrat 1935 [11/2: 4/1-8]);  WPA 1936-42 [1936]; Portage, City of 1930-41 [1934-35: 6, 78; 1935-36: 38-40, 46]).



	

	List of Surveyed and National Register Properties Noted in the Text





Address				Map Code		Notations



101 W. Cook 			25/23			Columbia Co. Fair Assoc. office



208 DeWitt 				24/33			Columbia Co. Fair Assoc. office

�Address				Map Code		Notations



Superior, northeast corner 

  of Townsend			49/8			Columbia Co. Fair Assoc. Grand-

								  stand



212 W. Wisconsin 			24/23			M & M Dairy

�	CHAPTER VIII: PORTAGE'S RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS





	Introduction



Organized religion played a central role in the organization of the newly-formed community.  It became a major vehicle through which early settlers attempted to maintain old values and personal identity.  In the absence of other formal institutions in the loosely-knit, frontier community, religious institutions became its focal point and often played a large role in the maintenance of social order.  By crosscutting other differences, they fostered cohesion in the community.  However, because ethnic groups such as the German often strongly aligned with one or several faiths in one community, religious institutions could also divide a community.  In the early Midwest composed of widely dispersed, loosely organized settlements, one community often included peoples of many denominations, not one or several.  Rather than stressing doctrinal orthodoxy, denominations tended to emphasize the individual and stressed personal piety and conformity to a prescribed code of behavior.  The religious groups functioned as a social regulating mechanism in new communities which often lacked a well-developed authority.  Acting according to a specific set of rules and hierarchy of authority, the church sanctioned members on matters of personal conduct by reproof, community censure or church dismissal and mediated disputes.  It was through these social and fellowship roles that the church attained such importance in early community life (Hine 1973: 228; Rohrbough 1978: 60-61, 145-46, 187-89, 342; Doyle 1978: 28, 57-58, 65, 169; Nesbit 1973: 174; Smith 1973: 598).



Religious institutions in American society underwent gradual theological changes in the late eighteenth and first half of the nineteenth century.  Conflict within the denomination about the role of the church often splintered the religious group.  This conflict was in part caused by a tendency to drift from a rigorous interpretation of the original doctrine common in the early 1800s to appeal to a more secularly-oriented society.  Thus, one of the most pronounced divisions occurred between the pietistical and conservative liturgical groups.  The latter advocated a strict adherence to theological teachings as part of a fundamentalist movement resisting change.  The pietists de-emphasized theology in favor of enforcing a strict moral and social code.  The pietistical denominations often participated rather heavily in the social reform movements of the nineteenth century.  These divisions characterized many denominations, but one group frequently dominated in each.  Although each community often included persons from many backgrounds and therefore many denominations, the pietistical groups such as the Methodists, Baptists, United Brethren, Episcopalian, and Presbyterian tended to cooperate in reform movements and some common church organizations.  Liturgical groups often included the Catholic and Lutherans (Berthoff 1971: 235-40, 245-56; Doyle 1978: 47-50, 61, 169; Roberts 1970: 274, 283; Smith 1973: 598-600).



Revivalism common to pietistical groups became a popular and successful method by which to keep and attract adherents.  This technique was used on a national scale between 1830 and 1860.  The dislocation of social life during the westward movement also stimulated revivals.  Experiencing unfamiliar surroundings, the settlers sought communal experiences such as those at protracted camp meetings.  As communities became more tightly knit by the 1870s, the pietistical denominations placed less emphasis on the emotional revival meetings.  However, these meetings did continue with reduced frequency and became more protracted stressing the teachings of the gospel in part as a model for social behavior.  Sunday schools and Bible study organizations were an outgrowth of this movement (Berthoff 1971: 242-43, 293-94; Mead 1958: 164; Hine 1973: 222-26; Doyle 1978: 162-65).



Thus, traditionally, the midwestern churches symbolized morality and social order to their adherents (Rohrbough 1978: 187-88).  Following the Civil War, the way in which religious institutions should become involved in the interpretation and teaching of moral behavior also sparked considerable dispute.  The pietists aimed at reformation of society by enacting laws at all levels of government.  They created cross-denominational voluntary organizations to disseminate their message.  Believing an individual's morality to be subjected to the sanction of the church only, liturgical groups vigorously opposed such reform movements as prohibition.



The church not only administered to the soul but provided other social programs such as recreation and purely social activities, education, assistance to the poor and to orphans, and social counseling.  Auxiliary organizations such as Ladies' Aids, Young Peoples Societies, missionary societies, the Epworth League, Bible schools, and Christian Endeavor as well as church social events such as the countless suppers, ice cream socials, picnics, bazaars, and lyceums increased through the end of the century.  Their activities united individuals within the church (Roberts 1970: 279; Berthoff 1971: 245-46; Current 1976: 541-42).



Like many midwestern communities forming in the mid-nineteenth century, Portage supported numerous pietistical and liturgical denominations including the Catholic, Lutheran, Evangelical United Brethren, German Evangelical, Baptist, Assembly of God, Presbyterian, Episcopal, Methodist, Christian Scientist, and Gospel Tabernacle churches.  The religious community at Portage began to form by 1833 when Protestant missionary Reverend Kent of Galena held services at Fort Winnebago (Kinzie 1948 [1856]: 387).  Catholic missionaries including Father Mazzuchelli visited the Portage area by 1831 and perhaps as early as 1825 (Jones 1914 [1]: 211).





	The First Baptist Church of Portage



The nineteenth century Baptist Church was a descendent of the seventeenth century separatist movement from the Puritan Church led by Roger Williams.  Gaining adherents in the years following the Revolution, Baptist missionaries brought their denomination into Wisconsin.  At least four Baptist groups became established during southern Wisconsin's settlement period.  The Northern Baptist Convention dominated these groups.  For all Baptist groups, the local church maintained control over its congregation with little inference from the church hierarchy.  Although they initially refused to be bound by groups beyond the local congregation, the Baptists did form cooperative agencies.  Under them, the churches united voluntarily for counsel and for work requiring a united effort.  The church lacked a defined creed and stressed personal conversion.  Since there is no human religious authority, each member of the congregation possessed the right and was encouraged to interpret the Bible according to his own conscience.  Because the pastor is equal in position to his congregation, the substance of the worship was defined by the congregation as well as the pastor.  The pastor himself was rarely paid, supporting himself by additional occupations, and he was not necessarily well-educated.  Although evangelism was an important aspect of the church, the lack of central organization hindered the missionary efforts often evident in other pietistical denominations.



An initial concentration of adherents located in southwest Wisconsin as it settled in the 1830s.  The first prayer meeting occurred at Cassville in 1828.  Missionary efforts in southeast Wisconsin began in 1834 among the Brothertown who had settled along the east shore of Lake Winnebago.  Organized in New York in 1832, the American Baptist Home Missionary Society supported these efforts and those of other missionaries ministering in the 1830s to the Euro-American settlements between Sheboygan and Kenosha.  By the late 1830s and early 1840s, the Baptist Church split into the Northern and Southern Baptist Convention over the issue of slavery and the degree of central organization.  In 1838, the Northern Baptist Convention established the Wisconsin Association of the Northwestern Convention at Milwaukee which gained the responsibility of overseeing the new Baptist congregations.  However, the church affiliated with the Northern Baptist Convention did not maintain a strong, central organization.  Instead, various church organizations formed in association with it to accomplish specific tasks.  By 1843, the convention counted twenty Wisconsin churches and a single church building.  Established in Wisconsin in 1846, the Baptist General Tract Society established the colporteur system which supervised the circuit riding missionaries.  They administered to isolated locations and assisted in the organization of churches and Sunday schools.  Even at this early date, the Sunday school was a central part of the congregation's services (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 3, religion]: 2; Smith 1973: 604-05).



A Baptist congregation of twenty members organized under itinerant minister D.D. Reed near Fort Winnebago in 1853.  The church conducted its services in Veranda Hall which stood at the site of Graham's Drug Store (301 DeWitt, 28/1) and at the home of its members.  The congregation gained a pastor, Elder J.H. Rogers, in 1855, and the society incorporated in 1856.  In 1856-1857, the Baptists purchased the small, frame church erected on the south side of E. Cook between Jackson and Van Buren by the Presbyterians in 1850.  They moved the church to the southeast corner of Conant and Adams and soon sold it to the Catholics.  In 1857 and 1858, the Baptist completed the basement of a church at the northeast corner of E. Cook and MacFarlane.  Unable to complete the building in 1859, they exchanged this partially completed building with the Catholics for a frame school probably erected in 1851.  Prior to its sale to the Baptists, perhaps as early as 1852, the frame school was moved across the street to a location near the northeast corner of Adams and Conant at 303 E. Conant (30/13) (Sanborn-Perris Map Co 1885; 1889; 1901; Rugen 1868; Harrison and Warner 1873; Butterfield 1880: 630; Jones 1914 [1]: 215, 218; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; Register-Democrat 7/30/1897; 3/7/1938; St. Mary's Church 1959; 1983; Ligowski 1861).



Although there were very likely others, the Baptists held an eight week revival meeting or campaign in 1895.  During the 1890s, the church considerably expanded its membership.  To obtain larger quarters, the Baptists purchased the recently burned Presbyterian Church at 301 E. Cook (28/1) in 1892.  Originally erected in 1855, the building was rebuilt and enlarged to accommodate the membership of 317.  Dedication of the Baptist Church occurred in the same year.  Fire destroyed the church's interior in 1893, and the congregation again rebuilt the interior and reopened the building in the same year.  William Gray converted their former church into a two story dwelling (303 E. Conant, 30/13).



In 1904, the Baptist constructed a two and a half story, Queen Anne parsonage at 302 East Conant (30/34).  The Baptists razed the buildings standing at the site formerly owned by St. Mary's church.  Several families associated with the congregation purchased the property and donated the building's construction costs.  While excavating the basement of the building, the contractors located part of the early Catholic Cemetery and a casket containing an 1836 burial associated with Pierre Pauquette.  In 1840, his remains were moved from their original site under the log Catholic Chapel which stood north of Conant near Adams between 1833 and 1840 (Merrell 1908 [1876]: Clark 1908 [1879]: 319-20, 390; Wisconsin State Register 6/13/1874; Anonymous 1852; Turner, A.J. 1904: 121).  This burial was transferred to St. Mary's Cemetery on  Collins Road (48/1).  In 1905, the Golden Gossip Club marked the location with a memorial tablet adjacent to the parsonage.  The parsonage stood vacant during part of the 1930s except for the period when the Columbia County Welfare Department established its food and clothing distribution in the building.  Fredrick Port purchased the dwelling in 1940 to house the Port Funeral Home.



In 1914, the Baptist Church remained active with a congregation of 190.  As the membership dwindled, the Baptists closed their church in 1937.  In 1938, they sold their building to the Assembly of God.  Although the eighteen members of the Baptist Church did not hold services between 1936 and 1942, they continued their Sunday school during that period (Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; 8/8/1904; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Jones 1914 [1]: 58, 63, 218-19; Democrat 1900 [7/20: 1/1-2]; Register-Democrat 12/15/1923; 1/2/1934; 3/7/1938; 3/12/1938; WPA 1940-41; Butterfield 1880: 626; St. Mary's Church 1959; Curtis 1994).





	St. Mary's Catholic Church



According to the doctrine of the Roman Catholic Church, Jesus Christ established this church through his apostles.  Because the Pope and bishops of the church carried on this mission of the first apostles, they possess a special position in the Catholic Church.  The highly organized hierarchial authority traditionally descends from the Pope at Rome through the bishops, priests, and deacons.  Additional offices were later added.  Roman Catholicism is a highly liturgical religion.  Possessing the authority of the apostles, the Pope together with the bishops gained the responsibility for formally defining and teaching the church's doctrine.  While the Pope expresses the faith of the entire Catholic community, each bishop also teaches, corrects, and serves his archdiocese or diocese.  The priest with the assistance of other ordained clergy, deacons, and lay persons carries out these duties at the local or parish level.



The Catholic Church also supported religious orders, a community of men or women exhibiting a Christian lifestyle committed to poverty, celibacy, and obedience to religious doctrine.  There were two general types of orders.  The contemplative group lived in a social group isolated from the larger community and engaged in prayer, silence, study, and some labor which sustained the group.  The active religious order served a specific area known as a province and pursued education, philanthropic or charitable work.  Active orders of women were sisters as opposed to the contemplative group identified as nuns.  Undergoing extensive study prior to ordination, priests did not necessarily join a religious order but served in a diocese as a secular or diocesan priest.  



In the past, the Catholic Church sustained the largest American private school system.  Although it sponsored all levels of education, the schools were primarily parish level elementary schools which were once almost entirely staffed by religious sisterhoods.  The religious orders who founded the schools usually continued to administer them.  The church also supported a number of other welfare institutions including hospitals, nursing homes, orphanages, and shelters for the indigent.  The religious orders and diocese operated these institutions.  Lay groups associated with the Catholic Church such as the St. Vincent de Paul Society and the Knights of Columbus supported shelters.



Wisconsin first became part of a Catholic Diocese in 1674 when the French extended the See of Quebec to include all French possessions in North American.  The Foreign Mission Society of Paris then received permission from the French government to establish missions along the Mississippi River.  Until suppression in 1773, the Jesuit Order composed the primary Catholic presence in America.  The French Jesuit Order began to serve Native American groups in northern Wisconsin in 1660.  Father Claude Allouez served the groups along the Fox and in the Green Bay area by 1670.  He established the first permanent mission in Wisconsin, St. Francois Xavier, on the Fox River at De Pere in 1671-1672.  Their work, primarily the conversion of Native American groups to Catholicism, ceased at Green Bay in 1728 with the dissolution of the Jesuit Order.  Between 1728 and 1823, itinerant priests from Detroit and St. Louis visited the areas adjacent to Green Bay and Prairie du Chien.  With the treaty of Paris in 1783, the Catholic Church limited its work to Canada.  The United States did not receive its first resident bishop, who was placed in Baltimore, until 1773.  The creation of additional diocese which grew successively smaller followed westward migration.  The diocese of Cincinnati was created in 1821, Detroit was established in 1833, and Dubuque existed in 1837 followed by the Milwaukee or Wisconsin Diocese in 1843 which was taken from the Detroit Diocese.  The church returned the Portage parish to the Milwaukee Archdiocese in 1905 and placed it in the Madison Diocese in 1946.



Missionaries provided occasional services to the Winnebago in the Portage area between 1825 and 1831.  Ordained in 1830, Italian Dominican Brother Samuel Mazzuchelli began his labors in Wisconsin as the first continuing pastor to serve the area since the Jesuits.  He worked in the state for thirty years establishing numerous congregations between Green Bay and Prairie du Chien.  Mazzuchelli helped found the church and school at Green Bay in 1831.  He ministered to the Winnebago at DeKaury's Village near Portage by 1831 and continued to return to Portage until 1835 (Kinzie 1948 [1856]: 276-77; Butler 1898: 155-61; Thwaites 1899: 183; Jones 1914 [1]: 159-60).  In 1833, he encouraged Pierre Pauquette to erect an early Catholic Chapel at the southeast intersection of E. Conant and Adams (Merrell 1908 [1876]: 390; Wisconsin State Register 6/13/1874).  As the Green Bay mission expanded rapidly in the early 1830s, Mazzuchelli moved his missionary efforts to southwest Wisconsin and adjacent Iowa and Illinois in 1835.  In 1847, he established the first women's order in Wisconsin, the Sinsinawa Dominican sisters, as well as eight Catholic schools.



After Mazzuchelli's work in the early 1830s, Rev. Patrick O'Kelley who became the first permanent priest in Wisconsin, founded St. Peters Church in Milwaukee in 1839.  He performed missionary work across southeast Wisconsin.  By 1842, a German priest, Father Martin Kundig, replaced O'Kelley who remained unable to contain the factional strife between the German and Irish communicants in Milwaukee by 1842.  He created different societies to serve each group and arranged for services in both German and English.  Kundig also participated in missionary work outside Milwaukee in Jefferson, Walworth, Rock, and Waukesha counties and founded 25 Catholic Churches within his first year.  By the 1850s, his work extended as far west as Columbia County.  Although served only by six priests, the number of Catholic communicants in Wisconsin had grown from about 7,000 to 25,000 between 1842 and 1845.  Eleven percent were then German.  After 1845, the church gained a rapidly growing number of German immigrants.



Between 1843 with the creation of the Wisconsin Diocese in Milwaukee and the turn of the next century, every episcopal appointment within the state came from the German Catholic.  Led by Bishop John Martin Henri between 1843 to 1881, the Wisconsin Diocese focused on its German speaking communicants.  Of Swiss birth, Henri was ordained by the church in Cincinnati in 1829 and relocated to Milwaukee in 1844.  He attracted German immigrants to Wisconsin, actively opposed nativism, encouraged the establishment of teaching orders within the state, and founded a German-Catholic newspaper in Wisconsin.  By the end of the century, 172 of the 382 parishes included primarily German parishioners.  The Wisconsin Catholic Church also served the Irish who composed about 30% of the Catholic parishes in the late nineteenth century.  Although the church attempted to place priests in association with the predominant culture of each parish, some communicants of different nationalities often dissented.  This multi-national composition served by the Catholic Church continued to cause strife into the twentieth century.  The creation of several ethnic Catholic churches within one community became commonplace.  Portage was placed in the Green Bay Diocese when split from the Milwaukee Archdiocese in 1868 (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 3, religion]: 3; Jones 1914 [1]: 210; WPA 1940-42: box 15; Portage Public Library n.d.; Smith 1973: 606-608).



As increasing number of Catholic settlers came to the Fort Winnebago area in the 1840s, itinerant Catholic priests such as Father Martin Kundig between 1845 and 1850 occasionally held services at or near the fort and reorganized the church in 1843.  Prior to the mid-1850s, a majority of its congregation were probably Irish (see Chapter III).  Between about 1843 and 1859, the church was known as St. Bartholomew's.  By 1850, Rev. Louis Godhardt began to hold services in Ward I.  This congregation erected its first, frame church near the southeast corner of E. Conant and Adams in 1851 (Merrell 1908 [1876]: 390).  Using this church as a school, the congregation constructed a second, larger frame church (303 E. Conant, 30/13) in 1854 under the guidance of Rev. James Roche.  Rev. J. Doyle became the parish's priest in 1857.  The Catholic congregation also purchased the former Presbyterian Church from the Baptists in 1857 and placed it east of the southeast corner of Adams and E. Conant.  In 1859, Rev. Doyle assisted the purchase of the current site of St. Mary's at the northeast intersection of W. Cook and MacFarlane (303 W. Cook, 28/10) from the Baptist group.  The congregation completed the center portion of the existing church over the foundation laid by the Baptists (Wisconsin Visual and Sound Archives n.d).  In 1859, Bishop Henri dedicated this church as the church of St. Mary's of the Immaculate Conception.  The congregation incorporated in 1866.  In 1869, the church added the first steeple which included a square tower and lantern but no spire (Register-Democrat 4/6/1838; Wisconsin Visual and Sound Archives n.d.).  About 1880, a tornado damaged the church's tower.  The current tower and spire may have resulted from the rebuilding effort following the tornado.  The congregation's growth in the 1870s and early 1880s necessitated the enlargement of the church by the addition of two side wings in 1886.  Contractor George Hurst probably completed much of the construction.  The church then achieved its current form which displays the Romanesque Revival style (Register-Democrat 1/20/1934).  St. Mary's served 275 families in 1897.  This number grew to 350 families by 1934.  Until after the turn of the century, the priest in Portage also ministered to congregations in Lodi, Dane, Kilbourn, and other locations.  To accommodate its ever increasing activities, The church has undergone renovation several times since that date: interior work was completed in 1899, 1904, 1923, 1951, and 1971.



Bishop Henri also directed the purchase of the cemetery property along Hamilton in 1857.  In 1858, Father Doyle purchased a ten acre plot which is now included in the current St. Mary's Cemetery along Collins Road (BC00053) (48/1).  Although the 1857 cemetery received some burials, they were reinterred prior to 1873 in the current cemetery.  This cemetery was enlarged with an addition of eight acres in 1958.  Many of the graves associated with the first Catholic Cemetery near the intersection of E. Conant and Adams were removed to these cemeteries in the late 1850s.  The grading of E. Conant disturbed additional graves at this location in 1867 (Turner, F.J. 1883).



The church established its first rectory south of the church complex at the southeast corner of E. Cook and Adams.  Its disposition remained unknown.  It constructed a new rectory in 1866 on the east side of the Catholic Church.  In 1904, the church moved the 1866 rectory to a site along E. Franklin and erected the current building on the west side of the church (307  W. Cook, 28/12).  This building underwent interior and exterior alteration in 1953.



After the building of their second frame church at the corner of Adams and E. Conant in 1854, the Catholic Church established a small school for religious instruction in their 1851 frame church.  They then moved the 1851 building to a location near the northeast corner of Conant and Adams, the location of the Baptist Church.  After the purchase and construction of the new church in 1859, the 1854 church became the school.  It was also moved to the north side of Conant and now stands as a dwelling at 303 E. Conant (30/13).  The 1854 building became the quarters of the new parochial school.  In 1866, Father Francis Pettit brought the Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa to Portage to establish St. Mary's elementary school.  Teaching eight grades, the school drew its patronage from the entire community rather than simply the Catholic Church.  Until 1957, only the Dominican Sisters served as its teachers.  The school also held religious classes for those Catholic students who attended the public schools.  A second, two story, four room brick school located south of W. Conant and directly north of the Catholic Church was constructed in 1880.  By 1897 through 1934, approximately 200 youth attended St. Mary's parochial school.  Prior to the building of the current school in 1955, the parochial school had expanded its kindergarten and first grade into the Adam Eulberg home which once sat at the site of the current school.  After renting quarters for much of their stay in Portage, the Dominican Sisters established a convent east of the church near site of the second rectory in 1883.  The convent is now replaced by the 1955 school (309 W.Cook, 28/13).  The Dominican Sisters also founded and operated Divine Savior's Nursing Home at 715 Pleasant (53/23) and Divine Savior's Hospital at 1015 W. Pleasant (see Chapter XI)  (Jones 1914 [1]: 212-14, 218-19; Wisconsin Sound and Visual Archives n.d.; WPA 1940-42: box 15; Rugen 1868; Harrison and Warner 1873; Register-Democrat 1/2/1934; 3/12/1938; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1889; Portage Daily Register 9/3/1909; 1/11/1971; St. Mary's Church 1934; Butterfield 1880: 626-27; Wisconsin Historical Records Survey 1942: 40; St. Mary's Church 1959; 1983; Ligowski 1861; Heming 1898: 717-18).



The Germans of St. Mary's Church formed a separate congregation in 1877 and incorporated their church in 1886 as St. Francis Xavier's Church.  In 1878, they erected a brick, front gabled building at the southeast corner of W. Conant and MacFarlane adjacent to St. Mary's.  In 1896-1898, the Franciscan Sisters of Alverno established a school associated with the Xavier Catholic Church in a frame building.  They taught about sixty students.  After the school closed, this building was probably moved to 327 W. Conant (31/28) and became a dwelling.  Although the congregation began with sixty-five families, that number diminished as the Germans became more thoroughly assimilated into the community after the turn of the century.  The church disbanded in 1907 and members rejoined St. Mary's.  St. Mary's used the church building as their parish hall until 1946 when it placed its seventh and eighth grades in the building.  The current school replaced the building in 1955 (Jones 1914 [1]: 214; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; 1918; Foote, C.M. & Co. 1890; Butterfield 1880: 633; St. Mary's Church 1959; 1983; Heming 1898: 716).



The church organizations included several societies which assisted the operation of the church and provided services to and social activities for the community.  The Catholic Church held a Grand Union Ball in Vandercook Hall (238 W. Wisconsin, 24/32) as early as 1862.  Such events not only raised money for the church's cause but served to unite the population in what appears to be a city-wide social event (Wisconsin State Register 1862 [6/28: 3/1]).  Particularly the fraternal organizations played an important social role among Catholics since the church forbid membership in quasi-religious fraternal organizations formed outside the church.  Founded in 1912 at Portage, the Knights of Columbus provided support for community education from their fund raising activities.  They also sponsored an insurance program.  The Knights first organized in Wisconsin at Green Bay in 1885.  They gathered for social, benevolent, and intellectual purposes.  Forming in Portage prior to 1892, the Catholic Order of Foresters was first organized in Chicago in 1881 and in Wisconsin at Milwaukee in 1887.  By 1896, it included 81 organizations and about 6,000 members in Wisconsin.  The provision of insurance benefits to Catholic lay members became the organization's primary function.  The Sacred Heart Society and the Altar Society formed as auxiliary organizations within St. Mary's prior to 1897.  Additional societies included the Catholic Women's Club, the Junior League of the Women's Club, and the Guild (Portage Daily Register 5/7/1962; Register-Democrat 1/2/1934; St. Mary's Church 1959; Wyatt 1986 [vol. 3, religion]: 3; Heming 1898: 718).





�	First Church of Christ Scientist, Portage



More commonly known as the Christian Science Church, the Church of Christ Scientist was established by Mary Baker Eddy.  After undergoing an experience of healing or spiritual discovery following an accident in 1866, Eddy underwent an intense period of study to achieve an understanding of the healing ministry of Christ.  She articulated her first communication of this newly founded faith or the science of divine healing in her work Science and Health with Key to the Scripture in 1875.  Eddy formally established the first church in Boston in 1879. The Massachusetts Metaphysical College was founded in 1881 to teach the theology of the new religion.  In 1892, she created a manual and initiated the founding of branch churches or societies in the United States and other countries.  Each society was governed independently through these bylaws within the manual.  Following the controversy which commonly emerged with the founding of a new belief system, Eddy reorganized the church just prior to 1900.



Although the Christian Scientists like other Christians affirmed the divinity of Jesus Christ, the facts which surrounded his life, and the spiritual nature of humanity which was central to their teachings, they did not believe in the deity of Christ.  After the death of Mary Baker Eddy in 1910, church unity continued to grow.  However, the church did not engage in evangelism but provided information through written literature available at public reading rooms and the Christian Science Monitor founded in 1908.  It also introduced its philosophy through lectures and other media.  After reorganization in 1892, services were led by readers who offered readings from the Bible and the denominational text.  The church lacked an ordained ministry.  Each church offered an essentially similar presentation from readings designated by the Mother Church in Boston at the Sunday service.  Mid-week meetings included healing testimonies and readings chosen by the leader.  The church presented its teachings to youths in Sunday Schools and held classes for adult members.  It supported nursing homes and sanitariums which healed through Christian Science rather than medical treatment.  However, because the church focuses on the spiritual rather than the social nature of man, it never became affiliated with men's and women's societies.



By 1890, the state included sixteen Christian Science organizations.  The Oconto group became the first society of the Christian Science society to erect a church which they completed in 1887.  Most commonly, the groups held their services in halls and auditoriums prior to the turn of the century.  Small groups were spread thinly across the state with no single county including more than .9% of the church affiliates in the Christian Science Church.  The church more than doubled its membership between 1906 and 1926, increasing from 29 groups with 1704 members to 70 groups with 4,035 members.  In the 1930s, the church gained one society but its membership rose to 5,094 in 1936 (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 3, religion]: 4).



The Christian Science Church first formed at Portage in 1899 with six members under the leadership of Anna B. Foogman and Teckla Troost.  Because of their study and recent affiliation with the Mother Church in Boston, they could serve as readers.  Others were soon trained and similarly became eligible as readers.  Meetings occurred in private homes.  The group founded a Sunday school at the turn of the century.  The church also sponsored lectures, the first occurring at the Portage Opera House in 1899 (115-117 E. Cook, 56/5).  In 1909, the church membership reached about twenty.  It had then grown sufficiently to formally organize as the Christian Science Society of Portage and establish by-laws.  In 1927, the Portage society reorganized and incorporated as the First Church of Christ Scientist, Portage.  The church now regularly presented the Christian Science lecture.  Beginning in 1909, the society rented quarters at the first Odd Fellows Hall (site of 124 E. Cook, 57/26).  Sunday services were later held in the Home Theater (site of J.C. Penney, 112 E. Cook, 57/31) and the current Odd Fellows Hall (124 E. Cook, 57/26) erected between 1916 and 1918.  The church members held services at the Odd Fellows Hall until the construction of their church for which they began a building fund in 1916.



The Christian Science Society of Portage purchased a lot east of the intersection of W. Wisconsin and W. Pleasant on which to place their church in 1922.  In 1926, the society received permission from the Mother Church to establish a reading room at the rear of the Stotzer Building which once stood at the site of 212 W. Conant.  Although architect Newman of Milwaukee designed plans for the church in 1927 and its foundations were laid in 1929, the onset of the Depression suspended further construction until 1933.  In that year, architect Charles William Valentine of Milwaukee created a second set of plans for the Neo-Classical, Lannon stone building (417 W. Wisconsin, 35/24).  A full height portico supported by Tuscan columns surrounded the entrance of the church.  Red tile originally covered the roof.  Natural oak floors and mahogany trim finished the interior.  The auditorium seated 265.  Lloyd Stensrud served as general contractor for the construction of the church.   The building was completed in 1933 and dedicated in January, 1934.  The society has now disbanded, and the building became the office of Vitas Salna, attorney (Portage Public Library n.d. [undated history]; Milwaukee Journal 1/7/1934; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; Register-Democrat 1/25/1934; WPA 1940-42: folder 7; Voshardt 1910: 22; Farrell 1917: 16; Smith-Baumann Directory Company 1929: 27).





	St. John's Episcopal Church



The American Episcopal Church derived from the English Anglican Church first established in Virginia in 1607.  About 300 Anglican Churches existed in America by the Revolution.  Because of their obvious ties to England, church members experienced considerable distrust and persecution.  Those who did not emigrate to Canada and England separated from the Anglican Church of England to form the Protestant Episcopal Church at a convention in Annapolis in 1783.  At the First General Convention at Philadelphia in 1789, the independent church accepted a revised liturgy of the Anglican Church.  Thus, much of its doctrine and ceremony paralleled the Anglican Church which derived much of its religious doctrine and ceremony from the Catholic Church from which it separated in the sixteenth century.  For example, the Episcopal Church retained the parish and diocese organization headed by the bishop and deacon.  The three groups of Episcopal Churches, the low church or Evangelical Protestant group, the high church or Anglo-Catholic, and the liberal, broad church, reflected the considerable doctrinal variation within the church.  However, unlike other denominations, all three groups associated with the same units of organization.  Unlike the Catholic Church, the Episcopal Church involved its lay members in the formation of policy at the annual conventions.  Although a generally liturgical church, it heavily emphasized its missionary and social service role.  The church sponsored educational organizations, hospitals, homes for the elderly, and youth care facilities.



The tight structure of the church inhibited the rapid spread of its mission work to early settlement situations.  Disagreement about the organization of the missions in western settlement areas frustrated the process until the creation of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society in 1820.  Jackson Kemper became the church's first missionary bishop in 1835, a position which he did not relinquish until 1854.  He assumed the responsibility for the founding of churches across a broad area, first in the Missouri and Indiana territories and in 1838 in Wisconsin, Iowa, and Kansas.



The Episcopal Church first presented a formal service at Fort Howard in 1826.  Missionary activity began at the Oneida mission of the Duck Creek Reservation near Green Bay in 1825.  Father Richard Cadle opened a mission boarding school near Green Bay in 1829.  Mission activities remained under the jurisdiction of the Diocese of Michigan until 1838 when the Territory of Wisconsin became part of Reverend Kemper's missionary responsibilities.  The Episcopal missionary activities continued to concentrate at the Oneida Reservation and in Green Bay and entered the southwest mining district where it established its headquarters at Prairie du Chien.  However, in 1841 Kemper created a missionary settlement near the site of Waukesha known as St. John's in the Wilderness.  From this center, Rev. Messrs. William Adams, John Hobart, Jr., and James Lloyd Beck engaged in missionary work across the state.  In 1842, Kemper also organized Nashotah House and the community of Nashotah, Waukesha County, now near Delafield, which became a training facility for priests and a center for missionary activity in Wisconsin.  At the creation of the Diocese of Wisconsin with its center at Milwaukee in 1847, 25 congregations totalling 969 members existed in the territory.  Rev. Kemper became the bishop of the new Wisconsin Diocese in 1848.  Although Milwaukee remained the center of religious authority for Wisconsin, it did not become a See with an Episcopal Cathedral under 1866.  Kemper divided the state into four Convocations led by rural Deans.  The church separated the Diocese of Fond du Lac, earlier the Fond du Lac Convocation, in 1875 and the Diocese of Milwaukee, earlier the Convocation of Milwaukee, in 1886.  The Diocese of Wisconsin was then discontinued.  The Diocese of Eau Claire was created from the other two in 1928 (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 3, religion]: 9; Smith 1973: 605-606).



An early missionary to the Oneida, Rev. Richard Cadle held Episcopal services at Fort Winnebago in 1836.  The same year in which Bishop Kemper added the Territory of Wisconsin to his missionary field in 1838, he offered services with Rev. Cadle at Fort Winnebago.  He visited Portage about seventeen times at irregular intervals into the early 1850s.  In 1853, Kemper organized St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church of Portage at Veranda Hall which stood at the site of Graham's Drugstore (301 DeWitt, 28/1).  The church belonged to the Milwaukee Convocation and, when formed in 1886, the Milwaukee Diocese.  In 1855, the church became known simply as St. John's Episcopal Church.  At the 1853 meeting, the church adopted the constitution established by the Wisconsin Diocese and elected its officers.  The church incorporated in 1864.  Henry Merrell served as a Warden and provided heavy financial support to the early church.  The missionary Rev. E.A. Goodenough led the church during its first several months of organization.  It received the Rev. Dr. Hugh Thompson as a permanent rector who served between 1853 and 1858 during the construction of the church.  Ordained while at Portage, he later became a Bishop of a Mississippi Diocese.  St. John's services continued in Veranda Hall until the congregation erected its church at 211 W. Pleasant in 1855.  William Thompson, the brother of Rev. Thompson, provided the design for the Gothic Revival, frame church (Independent 1855 [6/28: 2/2]).  Although the church remained unfinished on the interior, Bishop Jackson Kemper consecrated the building in 1856.  In considerable debt between 1857 and 1863, St. John's again held its services at Veranda Hall.  The church finally paid and settled the mortgages and claims against its property in 1866.  Until the turn of the century, the congregation raised much of its money by renting its pews.  The congregation completed its two story, brick rectory (203 W. Pleasant, 35/10) which stands just east of the church in 1871.



Fire destroyed the church in October, 1897.  Rev. Frederick Jewell, who supervised the construction of the new church, engaged J. Knapp, architect from Milwaukee to provide its design.  The congregation completed a second, High Victorian Gothic cream brick church at the site of the first building (211 W. Pleasant, 35/7) by September, 1898, and the church was dedicated in March, 1899.  Rev. Jewell obtained the Rose window in the southwest gable from the Chicago World Fair in 1893.  During a period of rapid growth led by Rev. H.F. Rockstroh, the congregation first constructed Rockstroh Parish Hall (209 W. Pleasant, 35/9) as a frame, 24 by 40 foot building in 1906.  In 1907, the church added a brick veneer to the building, and in 1913 it was enlarged.  By 1914, the church served 265 communicants.   The church offered its facilities to other church groups such as St. John's Lutheran Church in 1874 and Bethlehem Lutheran Church in 1939.  It also frequently rented its hall for secular activities.  Rockstroh Hall and the church underwent considerable remodeling in ca. 1947 and 1952 respectively (Portage Public Library n.d. [photograph]; Portage Centennial Committee 1952; Turner, A.J. 1903: 32; St. John's Episcopal Church 1953; Butterfield 1880: 628; Portage Daily Register 1953 [11/11: 3/1]; Register-Democrat 4/9/1938; 1943 [6/11: 3/2-5]; 12/22/1952; Jones 1914 [1]: 216-17; WPA 1940-42 [folder 12, box 15]; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1910; 1918).



The church also supported a comparatively small number of societies.  It established its vested male choir in 1894.  A church-wide organization, the Women's Auxiliary was established in 1871, and St. John's Women's Auxiliary formed shortly afterward.  Its purpose was to provide financial support to the church and its missions and serve the church.  Also common to most Episcopal Churches, the Brotherhood of St. Andrew formed in Chicago in 1833.  St. John's chapter did not organize until 1948 to support the evangelical work of the church.  A group composed of young, married couples, the Society of St. Francis, was primarily a social and study group.  The Altar Guild and Church school existed as part of the church from the nineteenth century (St. John's Episcopal Church 1953; Portage Daily Register 7/30/1952).





	St. John's Lutheran Church



The Lutheran Church eventually became the largest Protestant group in Wisconsin.  Because Lutheran immigrants were linguistically and nationally diverse including not only German but Norwegian, Swedish, Danish, Finnish, and Slovak as well as English Lutheran, a proliferation of synodical bodies serving the theological and social needs of each group emerged beginning the 1840s.  Some of these synods eventually united late in the nineteenth and in the twentieth century.



A liturgical denomination, the Lutheran Church derived its doctrine and institutional organization from those formulated during the German Reformation by Martin Luther in the sixteenth century.  German Lutherans immigrated to America in large numbers in the eighteenth century and formed concentrated settlements in Pennsylvania.  These groups were quite unrelated to the German Lutherans arriving in Wisconsin directly from the German states beginning in the 1840s.  The predominately German Missouri Synod to which St. John's Lutheran Church of Portage belongs formed in 1847.  Theologically conservative, the Missouri Synod with the Wisconsin and Old Norwegian Synod constituted the largest groups of Lutherans in Wisconsin.  However, a large number of smaller groups existed.  In the last three decades of the nineteenth century, leaders of each group strove to united these diverse groups into joint synods with limited success.  Thus, Lutherans in America are generally bound more by theology and practices than by their organization.  As reflected in the diversity of organizations, the Lutheran Church did not dictate a specific form of church organization.  The congregation was the basic unit of organization which then united to form the larger church body whether it be a conference, territorial district or synod.  Theology proclaims the universal priesthood of all believers so that the pastors filled an office of leadership rather than a position separate from the membership.



German Lutherans who immigrated directly to Wisconsin first came to Milwaukee between 1839 and 1843.  Many of them were identified as conservative or old Lutherans because they left in part to avoid participation in the United Lutheran and Reformed Church of the German states and persecution by the state.  Many of these Wisconsin Old Lutherans initially became affiliated with the Buffalo Synod founded in New York in 1845.  Disagreements concerning legalistic issues resulted in separation of the Missouri from the Buffalo Synod in 1847.  Organizational leadership of the Missouri Synod, a strict Lutheran orthodox group, was based at St. Louis.  Rev. Ernest Keyl of Milwaukee gained the leadership of this Synod in Wisconsin, and eventually many of the Milwaukee churches affiliated with it.  In 1850, Rev. Fredrick Lochner succeeded Keyl, founded a private teacher's seminary in Milwaukee, and worked in the synod until about 1875.  In Sheboygan, Rev. Ottoman Fuerbringer brought many of the Old Lutherans into the Missouri Synod.  Evangelical in their leadership, both leaders  also furthered the work of the synod by establishing missionary programs within the new state and founded new congregations to serve the rapidly increasing number of German Lutherans across southeast Wisconsin in the 1850s.



Because the Missouri Synod lacked a sufficient number of affiliated clergy, they were unable to extend their missionary work beyond southeast Wisconsin during this settlement period.  The Iowa Synod served the southwest area of the state.  Unlike the Portage congregation, many of the churches founded in Columbia County belong to this synod.  In 1873, the Missouri Synod finally created a more organized missionary effort through its domestic missions program and began to reach their outlying German communicants.  This board oversaw a network of missionaries working across southeast Wisconsin, and slightly later the missionaries followed the German Lutherans as they pushed into northern Wisconsin.  The Missouri and Wisconsin synods formed a cooperative union in 1868, and the Ohio and Norwegian synods joined them in 1872.  During the theological debate concerning the concept of predestination in the 1880s, only the Missouri and Wisconsin synods remained united.  But, by 1882 80 to 90% of the Wisconsin churches belonged to these two synods.  However, in the 1890s, these two synods split as other synods began to merge.  The Missouri Synod refocused its outreach program briefly toward Minnesota and the Dakotas and by the 1894 to institutional missions.  It extended services to soldiers' homes, asylums, and county poor houses, and created hospitals and facilities for the deaf, elderly, and disabled.  As part of a conservative liturgical denomination, the synod placed considerable emphasis on parochial education.  In 1855, the synod established the Milwaukee Teachers' College and formulated a curriculum for the training of parochial school teachers employed at other training school in the state.  By the 1970s, the Missouri Synod retained its large membership across the state and included Slovak Lutherans which had merged with the synod (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 3, religion]: 13; Smith 1973: 609-612).



As the first groups of Germans settled in Columbia County, German Lutheran missionaries served the Portage area sporadically beginning about 1850.  In 1854 and 1855, Rev. William Habel, a missionary, established a Lutheran preaching station for the small German Lutheran community who had emigrated primarily from Pomerania to the Portage area.  Also an itinerant preacher, Rev. Beckel of the Iowa Synod served the area between 1856 and 1858.  The group held its services in the Fourth Ward School which no longer stands near the corner of Prospect and W. Wisconsin.  During the second half of the 1850s, the German Lutheran population in Portage expanded considerably.  Under the guidance of missionaries Christian Braetz and George Jeugeon, Rev. A. Rohrlack organized the "Deutsche Evangelisch Lutherische St. Johannes -Gemeinde" or St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church in 1859.  The newly organized church included 28 communicants and twelve families.  St. John's was originally associated with St. Michaelis of the Town of Lewiston organized in 1856.  The Portage church absorbed many of the members of St. Michaelis when it disbanded in 1928.  At the founding of the church, Rev. Rohrlack belonged to the Iowa Synod which served much of southwest Wisconsin.  After a brief association with the Wisconsin Synod, the church probably permanently joined the Missouri Synod by 1870.  In 1878, St. John's became incorporated.



St. John's constructed its first frame church at the northeast corner of MacFarlane and W. Carroll in 1864 (Wisconsin State Register 1863 [9/12: 3/1]).  The Free Methodist purchased this church in 1874 and moved it to the northwest corner of Jefferson and E. Pleasant, 225 E. Pleasant (Foote, C.M. & Co. 1890).  This building was dismantled in 1944.  In 1874, the congregation erected a second cream brick, Romanesque Revival church (701 MacFarlane, 39/27).  Local builders including Gust. Mattke and Ferdinand Schultz as the carpenters and Mr. Brand as the mason constructed the building.  The church was extended to the northeast or rear by the addition of a basement, chancel, vestry, and instruction room in 1894-1895.  The congregation completed a new church at 850 Armstrong in 1976.  The Grace Bible Church later occupied the building through 1993.  In ca. 1884, the congregation also constructed a frame parsonage at 141 W. Franklin (39/31).  It was rebuilt in 1893 and by the 1930s had undergone several renovations including one in 1904.



Shortly after its founding, the church weathered considerable controversy primarily concerning the position of the pastor in relation to his congregation.  Theological questions concerning membership in secular voluntary fraternal organization and other concerns also emerged.  By 1862, the group had declined to seven communicants.  Affiliated with the Wisconsin Synod, Rev. R.C. Meyer rebuilt the membership sufficiently to construct the church in 1864.  Again, between 1866 and intermittently until 1871, the church experienced internal strife prompting the departure of about 25 families.  However, the influx of Pomeranians into the area by 1867 replaced these members.  By 1870, when the congregation had probably entered the Missouri Synod, it totaled about ninety families.  As additional Pomeranians settled in the Portage area, the church served 450 communicants by 1876, 712 communicants by 1914, and reached 1,067 members in 1934.  The church did not begin to hold its one English service per month until 1908.  Although the use of the German language in the church continued through 1944, English gradually replaced German during World War I.  By 1923, the congregation adopted English as its official language and drafted its constitution in English (Voshardt 1910: 22; Portage Daily Register 9/3/1909; 1944 [10/26: 3/5-6]; 11/11/1949; 7/2/1952; Jones 1914 [1]: 219; Register-Democrat 10/5/1934; 9/6/1924; Wisconsin State Register 9/14/1908; WPA 1940-42: folder 9; Butterfield 1880: 630; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church ca. 1934; 1944).



Rev. Herman Hoffman established St. John's parochial school in 1865.  The German Lutherans supported a well-developed primary school program to preserve the German language and selected cultural traditions in their adopted American community.  The first instructor of the parochial school, Rev. Hoffman initially placed the school in rented quarters.  It served both the youth of church and non-members.  Beginning with 22 students, the school rose to  66 members by 1867 and 75 by 1868.  Lay teachers offered instruction by about 1868.  By the late 1860s, Rev. Hoffman also began to teach German in the public high school.  The church erected the first St. John's Lutheran German School, a frame building, in 1868.  Without a pastor and teacher in 1880 and 1881, the congregation requested that the public school system teach German.  Obtaining a negative response in this period, the congregation hired a teacher.  It erected the first section of its one story, brick school perhaps at 520 W. Franklin (43/14) near the intersection of W. Franklin, Pierce, and W. Wisconsin in 1884.  The church continued to use the 1868 school which was moved to the rear of the lot and remained on the property until 1923.  After the mid-1880s, St. John's taught a primary school of three divisions.  In 1896, the 1884 building received a second story.



Enrollment in the parochial school peaked in 1897 at 197 students.  However, in part because the school staff altered substantially after 1897, the enrollment dropped to 106 by 1906.  The decline in enrollment may represent the non-Lutheran students who were withdrawn as voluntary organizations in the Midwest increasingly harassed the German population prior to World War I.  It may also reflect an improvement of the educational system at the Portage public schools.  Maintaining this trend, the enrollment dropped to 47 by 1918.  After World War I, school enrollment increased to 90 by 1927.  In 1937, the church placed a third addition onto the school which housed the school's sanitary facilities, and added another room in 1947.  By 1949, the school's student population rose to 119 students.  The school on W. Franklin remained in use until the current parochial school and parish hall building was erected at the southeast corner of Armstrong and Emmett in 1955.  This school received an addition containing the gymnasium and auditorium about 1964.  The former school later became the church of the Seventh Day Adventist after 1955 until 1976.  An apartment later replaced the building (WPA 1940-42: box 15; Portage Daily Register 11/11/1949; 3/31/1950; 10/8/1965; Portage Public Library n.d. [ca. 1953]; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1894; 1929; St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church 1934; 1944).



Church groups remained a vital part of the church's organizational structure and knit the congregation together.  They organized the congregation to maintain the functions of the church through voluntary labor.  As a growing number of youth associated with the church began to attend the public schools, St. John's established a Sunday school for religious instruction in 1909.  The Ladies' Aid was founded in 1900 to provide support to the activities of the church and perform charitable work.  Organized in 1929, the Women's Lutheran Guild formed primarily to assist the pastor in local missionary work.  The Luther Circle, a service organization, formed in 1917 and associated with the Junior Walther League in 1923.  These groups replaced an earlier Young People's Society established in 1904.  The church maintained numerous choirs first established about 1864.  Additional organizations associated with the church included a chapter of the Lutheran Layman's League, Lutheran Women's Missionary League, Lutheran Fellowship League, Altar Guild, and the Junior League founded in 1929 (Portage Daily Register 3/31/1950; 7/2/1952;  Register-Democrat 10/5/1934; 1/31/1940; Wisconsin State Register 9/14/1908; Columbia County Historical Society 1982).





	Bethlehem Lutheran Church



Portage's Bethlehem Lutheran Church belonged to the Northwest Synod of the United Lutheran Church.  Formed in 1918 by a union of 46 synods including the General Synod, the General Council, and the United Synod of the South, English speaking communicants primarily in Milwaukee but also in Racine, Kenosha, Winnebago, and Dane County joined the synod.  This synod united with several others to form the Lutheran Churches in America in 1962 (Wyatt 1986 [vol 3, religion]: 13).



Field missionary Rev. Dwight Shelhart founded the Bethlehem English Evangelical Lutheran Church at Portage in 1938.  The church originally included 68 members.  Arriving in 1939, Rev. Richard Roth served as its first pastor and held services in St. John's Episcopal Church's Rockstroh Hall (209 W. Pleasant, 35/9).  In 1941, the group remodeled the former Engel Funeral Home once at the corner of Clark and W. Pleasant as their church and parsonage.  The congregation purchased property at the southwest corner of DeWitt and W. Franklin in 1950.  In 1951, it began the construction of its Gothic type, stone veneer church at 102 W. Franklin designed by Donn Hougen, architect of Wisconsin Rapids.  The congregation occupied the building in 1952.  The group established its Parish Hall at 701 DeWitt in a former residence in 1957.  It moved the existing buildings in 1982 to construct the present parish hall (39/34).  The church also erected a new parsonage at 140 W. Carroll ca. 1964.  It supports affiliated organizations including the Women's Missionary Society, the Men's Brotherhood, young people's organizations, choirs, a Sunday school, and several other groups (WPA 1940-42: box 15; Columbia County Historical Society 1982;  Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; 11/2/1963).





	The First Presbyterian Church of Portage



American Presbyterianism ultimately derives from Scottish, Scotch-Irish, and English Presbyterianism, one of many products of the Protestant Reformation.  Rev. Francis Makemie, the primary advocate of the Presbyterian faith in America, established the first general presbytery in 1706.  This body became active in Presbyterian missionary work west of the Allegheny Mountains.  However, the theology of the denomination tended to inhibit its rapid spread into the frontier.  It advocated that congregations be served by stationary or resident ministry who preached in a specified setting rather than the itinerant minister or circuit rider common to the Methodists or Baptists.  Maintaining a rather rigid doctrine with less emphasis on social life and requiring an educated ministry, the Presbyterian denomination often failed to enter into those communities where Presbyterian settlers did not exist.



The Presbyterians were also beset by divisions, principally concerning questions of discipline and mission support.  One among several in the 1830s and 1840s, an 1837 split occurred between Old School Presbyterians who advocated a strict interpretation of the Calvinist theology and the New School Presbyterians who united in their mission work with the Congregationalists in 1840.  When Thomas Fraser of the Old School Presbyterian Church to which the Portage congregation eventually belonged began his missionary work in southeast Wisconsin in 1845, he noted that most of the established settlements were affiliated with the New School.  Therefore, he began his missionary work in newly established communities as far west as Portage and as far north as Green Bay.  By the summer of 1845, he had formed four scattered Old School congregations.  The church created the Old School Presbytery of Wisconsin in 1846 in association with the Synod of Illinois.  By 1851, the number of churches in Wisconsin grew from four to thirty churches and 807 members, and the new Synod of Wisconsin contained three presbyters.  Columbia County was located in the Presbytery of Dane.  In Wisconsin, missionary work focused on the creation of institutions to meet the educational needs of the constituent churches.  It assisted the founding of a number of colleges and several academies including the Classical Institute of Portage.  Although Columbia County possessed several Old School affiliates in Portage and Wyocena, especially Welsh but also New School Presbyterian churches were also founded in the county.



The northern Old and New Schools united again in 1870 eventually becoming the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. in 1920.  At the time of the merger, the Old School claimed 55 churches and 3,321 members while the New School possessed 36 church with 1,982 members.  This union resulted in the expansion of the total number of churches from 91 in 1870 to 193 by 1906.  The number peaked in 1926 with 225 congregations.  In that year, Columbia County contained the second highest membership, 11.2% of the total number of members.  In 1958, this merged church joined with the United Presbyterian Church of North America to form the United Presbyterian Church of the U.S.A.  Finally, the Southern Presbyterians and the United Presbyterian Church of the U.S.A. did not resolve the differences resulting in the split between north and south Presbyterian Church prior to the Civil War until 1983.  The united church became known as the Presbyterian Church (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 3, religion]: 16; Portage Daily Register 2/7/1952; Smith 1973: 600; Bradfield et al. 1951: 21, 27, 30, 42-44, 61, 68).



The Presbyterian Church held its first services at Fort Winnebago in 1833.  Rev. Aratus Kent responded to the request for religious services at the fort by Mrs. John Kinzie.  In 1834, Presbyterian missionary Rev. Cutting Marsh at Green Bay visited the fort.  A noted representative of the New School missionary program supported by the American Home Missionary Society, Rev. Stephen Peet included Fort Winnebago in his missionary work of 1839.  The Old School began its sustained missionary work at the community of Portage in 1849.  Sponsored by the Presbyterian Board of Home Missions, Rev. William W. McNair of the Princeton Theological Seminary led congregations at Portage, Wyocena, and Dekorra.  In 1850, a Presbyterian Church organized with fourteen charter members.  McNair remained as minister of the church until 1856.  The Presbyterian Church of Fort Winnebago incorporated in the same year.  The church reincorporated in 1892 as the First Presbyterian Church of Portage.  In addition to the minister, highly organized groups of lay persons led the Old School Presbyterian Church.  A society of church elders, an elected group of laymen, with the minister provided guidance for the spiritual welfare of the church while the church trustees oversaw the business affairs of the congregation.  The deacons oversaw the missions program of the church as well as its ritual.  The Presbyterian congregation held its services at Fort Winnebago until December, 1850.  It then moved to its new frame, vernacular Greek Revival church placed south of the county jail on E. Cook between Jackson and Van Buren.



In 1856-1857, the congregation sold its first church to the Baptists who moved it to the southeast corner of Conant and Adams.  Later purchased by the Catholics, this and adjacent buildings were replaced by the 1904 Baptist parsonage.  In 1855, the Presbyterians completed a Romanesque Revival, brick church at the northeast corner of Adams and E. Cook (301 E. Cook; 28/1) (Independent 1855 [6/28: 2/2]).  A wind storm removed the spire in the 1870s, and in May, 1892, fire destroyed the interior of the church.  In the same year, the congregation sold the damaged church to the Baptists who rebuilt it and utilized it as a place of worship until the 1930s.  The Presbyterians supported the construction of a new frame, Queen Anne church at 120 W. Pleasant (35/13).  Volk & Son of Brooklyn, New York designed the church (Ogle, Geo. A. & Co. 1901: 271; Democrat 7/16/1900) while William Prehn, a Portage builder and contractor, began the building in the fall of 1892 and completed it in the summer of 1893.  The congregation remodeled the interior of the church in 1948-1949.  Edward Tough, Madison architect, with Gunderson Construction Company and W.A. Kutzke Company completed this work.  In 1955, the congregation placed a small, one story, brick veneer educational wing at the east elevation of the church.  Erected at a cost of $30,000 in 1884 through the financial support of the Ladies' Mite Society, the first rectory associated with the Presbyterian Church stands at 128 E. Pleasant.  The church purchased the second manse at 112 W. Pleasant from the Darius Goodyear estate in 1908.  In 1940, the county purchased this dwelling for use as its Welfare Department.  The current courthouse replaces it (Portage Daily Register 1950 [7/19: 3/1-2]; Democrat 7/20/1900: 1-4; Portage Public Library n.d. [photograph 1880]; Portage Daily Register 5/1949; Jones 1914 [1]: 163, 214-15; First Presbyterian Church 1950; Portage Daily Register 8/8/1904; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Bradfield et al. 1951: 21, 30, 47, 73; Register-Democrat 6/13/1955; WPA 1940-42: folder 11; Curtis 1994).



A number of affiliated organizations supported the work of the congregation.  The Sunday school was founded in 1851, and its Junior Department was created in 1893.  Given the emphasis which the Presbyterians placed on proper education, both secular and religious, the Sunday school composed an essential organization within the church.  Rev. McNair founded the church's Portage City Classical Institute in 1851.  The institute occupied a building erected for the purpose adjacent to the 1850 church.  McNair hired a separate instructor for the academy, Rev. John Britain.  After the founding of the public high school in 1859, the Church closed the institute.  The first choir was established in 1851.  The Mite Society, by 1869 the Ladies' Aid, formed in 1856 to provide financial support to the church and later oversaw many of its social events.  They raised these monies through socials and suppers or somewhat later through musicals.  Such fund raisers became one of the many forms of informal social gatherings which knit the city together.  A women's group first organized the Missionary Society in ca. 1873 and became formally established in 1887.  In cooperation with the Women's Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions and its successors, this group primarily supported domestic and foreign missions.  The Ladies' Aid and missionary society were united in 1940 to form the Women's Association.  The Sunlight Circle formed in 1896 and the Friendly Club established in 1920 organized the hospitality efforts of the church.  The church sponsored its youth activities through the Young Peoples' Society of Christian Endeavor Society in 1886 which was affiliated with a nationally organized religious group.  It became the Westminster Fellowship in 1943.  A men's club formed in 1945 primarily to provide fellowship (Portage Daily Register 1950 [7/19: 3/1-2]; 7/2/1952; Democrat 7/16/1900; 7/20/1900: 1-4; First Presbyterian Church 1950).





	The German Evangelical or Zion Evangelical United Brethren Church



About 1803, Jacob Albright, a former Methodist, created a loosely organized group of German Methodists into a single body at Lancaster, Pennsylvania.  Refused participation in the predominately English-speaking, American Methodist Episcopal Church, this group formed a separate religious body known as the Evangelical Association or Albrights.  Elected bishop of the group, Albright wrote the organization's Book of Discipline which essentially confirmed the German Methodist theology in 1807.  



John Lutz of the Evangelical Association in Illinois first preached the German Methodist Gospel in Wisconsin among the German at Milwaukee in 1840.  In that year, a class meeting was established in Greenfield, Milwaukee County.  By 1848, association churches became established at Milwaukee, Jefferson, and Racine.  These groups attracted additional association ministers.  Through the efforts of the church's circuit riding ministry traveling across southeast Wisconsin conducting services in homes, halls, schools, and outdoors, the association gained a growing number of preaching places.  After the association formed the Milwaukee District of the Evangelical Association in 1848, it expanded comparatively rapidly, especially between 1855 and 1857.  A sufficient number of adherents warranted the creation of the Wisconsin Conference in 1858.  By 1880, the association had established congregations in most major cities and 49 counties and had attained a membership of 11,588.  The heaviest concentrations occurred in Green, Dodge, Washington, Sauk, Outagamie, Milwaukee, Marquette, and Buffalo counties.  The association split in 1894 creating the United Evangelical Church which rejoined the German Evangelical Church in 1922.  Similar to the United Brethren in Christ Church - Revised Constitution in theology and German heritage and language, the two churches finally merged in 1946 to create the Evangelical United Brethren Church.  Together they joined with the Methodist to form the United Methodist Church in 1968 (Wyatt 1986 [vol 3., religion]: 10; Butterfield 1880: 629).



The Evangelical Association or Albrights came to Columbia County by 1848.  Emigrating from Philadelphia, Samuel Slifer, who settled in 1848 near Silver Lake, invited two Evangelical Missionaries, Natzberger and Meyer, to preach at the Portage.  In 1852, the Illinois Conference of the association sent Rev. Eslinger to serve the Fox River Circuit.  He established a preaching appointment at Portage and ministered to the remainder of the thirty preaching appointments in the far-flung circuit.  Additional stations included Westfield, Brandon, Winnebago, Berlin, Marquette, and Oshkosh.  Different missionaries continued to serve the circuit.  Detached from the Fox River Circuit in 1856, the Portage mission included Portage and Lewiston.  Kilbourn and Caledonia were added to the mission in 1862.  The organization of the church with its 25 members, then known as Zions Kirche de Ev. Gemeinschaft, and the creation of the Board of Trustees probably dates to 1866.  In 1866, the mission purchased two lots which included a dwelling at the corner of MacFarlane Road and W. Franklin.  But, until 1871, the association in Portage conducted its services in members' homes and halls.  The membership then totalled 34.  At that time, a Rev. T. Umbreit served the Portage congregation and its associated preaching appointments.  The church incorporated as the Zion Church of the Evangelical Association in 1881.



In 1871, the group acquired additional property at the northeast corner of Lock and W. Howard.  They erected a Romanesque Revival, brick church (38/14) and front gabled, frame parsonage (38/13) and later a stable which no longer stands at 233 and 231 W. Howard respectively.  The congregation added a basement under the church to accommodate its activities in 1905.  The Evangelical Church erected a second American Four Square, frame parsonage at 609 Lock (38/16) in 1924.  Although the group appears to have conducted its services in German, it is not known when the group underwent a period of transition to English services.  Associated organizations included the Ladies' Aid, choirs, and Sunday School.  Established prior to 1871, the Sunday School was reorganized in 1905.  In 1925, the church membership peaked at 144.  By 1952, it had declined to 91.  In 1966, Portage's Evangelical United Brethren Church merged with the First Methodist Church to become the United Methodist Church.  Although retaining most of its exterior features, the church was adapted to a private dwelling about 1973 (Butterfield 1880: 629; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; 4/27/1974; Democrat 10/18/1946; WPA 1940-42: folder 8; church corner stone).





	Trinity German Evangelical Church



At its founding, the Trinity German Evangelical Church of Portage, now the Trinity United Church of Christ, belonged to the German Evangelical Synod of North America.  This synod represented a body derived from the Reformation as one of the reformed churches.  When transplanted to America, forty different reformed church organizations emerged.  The Reformed German Church in America was composed of both Swiss and German immigrants committed to a movement which emerged in the Palatinate District of the Rhine region of the German states.  In the early 1800s under the rule of Frederick William III of Prussia, the Lutheran and Reformed churches of that area were united into a single state church.  In American, this merged church became reorganized in 1840 at the Gravois Settlement near St. Louis as the Evangelical Synod of North America.  Numerous Swiss and German Lutheran and Reformed congregations eventually identified with the denomination.  In Wisconsin, most of the affiliates arrived in southeast Wisconsin with the post-Civil War emigration from the German states.  By 1890, the Synod included 63 organizations and 11,410 members.  Members of the synod concentrated in the counties of Sheboygan, Milwaukee, and Fond du Lac.  Wisconsin membership in the synod reached its peak at 26,136 members in 1916.  In 1934, this church merged with the Reformed Church in the United States.  In 1957, this merged church united with the Congregational churches to form the United Church of Christ (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 3, religion]: 17).



Carl Scleicher, Carl Haertel, and other German families invited the itinerant minister of the Evangelical Synod of North America located at Oshkosh, Rev. Louis Von Rague, to organize the Trinity German Evangelical Church or Deutsche Evangelische Trinitatis Gemeinde in 1865.  The group held its services in the hall above the city fire station which stood at the northeast corner of Clark and W. Pleasant between 1865 and 1871.  In that year, the congregation erected a frame church covered with board and batten siding at the corner of Dunn, Prospect, and W. Wisconsin (602 W. Wisconsin, 1/26).  In 1899, the church building was raised on a basement to provide a meeting area; the former Fourth Ward schoolhouse used by the church was demolished; and new windows were installed.  In 1906, the congregation enclosed the church in a cream brick veneer, and the interior was refurbished.  In 1956, the church building received a 30 by 60 foot Trinity Assembly hall to create space for the Sunday school, meetings, the pastor's study, and a nursery.  Carpenter Jake Anken and mason William Ringhardt completed this construction.  At least in the recent past, the congregation redecorated its interior every five years.  The church purchased its first parsonage, a two story, gabled ell, frame dwelling at 530 W. Pleasant (54/4) in 1885.  In 1924, it erected a second, American Four Square, two story frame parsonage on an adjacent lot at 528 W. Pleasant (54/3).  



The pastor offered church services in German until 1921 when one English service per month was provided.  After alternating German and English services between 1931 and 1936, the church conducted only one German service per month.  Sometime later, the church presented all services in English.  Also an attempt to perpetuate some of the German cultural traditions associated with the church, the Sunday School offered its lessons in German until 1929.  The Portage church shared its pulpit with St. Paul's Church in the Town of Scott between 1918 and 1965 (Register-Democrat 5/25/1921; 1951 [7/11: 3/6]; Trinity United Church of Christ 1965; 1985; Portage Public Library n.d. [church history, 1991]; Butterfield 1880: 633; Trinity Church 1946).



Numerous organizations maintained the functions of the church.  The choir probably formed when the church organized in 1865.  It presented a public concert in 1873 at the Columbia County Courthouse.  The congregation also formed its Sunday school in the year of its organization.  The women's Trinity League was established for social and benevolent purposes in 1918.  Affiliated groups also included four women's organizations which focused on the support of mission projects, contributions to the church's physical plant, and the organization of social and spiritual events.  The Ladies' Aid Society or Frauen Verein was created in 1872; the Women's Missions Society organized in 1916; the Women's Union formed in 1930; and, established in 1942, the Women's Guild combined the other three organizations (Trinity United Church of Christ 1985; Trinity Church 1946; Portage Public Library n.d. [church history, 1991]; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952).



The Trinity German Evangelical Church participated in the mergers of the Evangelical Synod of North America.  It merged with the German Reformed Church, U.S.A. in 1934.  The church then became known as the Trinity Evangelical and Reformed Church, a name change not legally recognized until 1955.  In 1965, the church joined the United Church of Christ.  Following the merger between the Evangelical United Brethren Church and the Methodist, a small number of the Portage United Brethren congregation joined the Trinity Church in 1968.  The church building was nominated to the National Register as part of the Society Hill District in 1992 (Trinity United Church of Christ 1965; 1985; Wisconsin Historic Preservation Division 1970-1993 [1992]).





	The United Methodist and Free Methodist Churches of Portage



Methodism emerged after 1729 in England at Oxford University under the leadership of John and Charles Wesley, George Whitefield, and other Anglican revivalists who established the theology and religious practices of the denomination.  Irish immigrants first introduced the faith in America.  The Methodist Episcopal Church was founded as an autonomous entity from its English and Irish affiliates in 1784 at Baltimore just prior to the early American westward expansion.  The highly organized structure of the Methodist Church supported its very successful missionary efforts on the midwestern frontier.  The circuit riding ministry and camp meetings proved the most effective technique for its proselytism in early settlements.  The trained circuit riders supervised the lay preachers and pastors who led the congregations within the circuit, the smallest spatial division within the denomination's organization.  This structure allowed the Methodists to maintain a presence in the rapidly emerging frontier communities.  During early settlement, the Methodist Church tended to emphasize conversion and organization of its communities of worshippers through revivals at camp meetings as well as the worship services offered at irregular intervals.  These revival meetings often occurred in private homes, community halls, barns, and open fields.



After settlement, the Methodist Episcopal Church continued its highly centralized and rather authoritarian, episcopal organization.  A bishop presided over the conference which subdivided into districts led by a superintendent.  The individual circuits led by ordained elders and deacons and lay preachers composed the districts.  The emotional missionary effort shifted to the spread of the social gospel as communities stabilized.  As a pietistical denomination, the church emphasized proper social conduct not only through church supervision and sanction but also through social reform legislation.  This emphasis on the reformation of men's souls through legislation grew from the general reform movement of the 1830s and 1840s.  Sporadically through the nineteenth century, the Methodist focused most consistently on prohibition legislation.  The Methodists also placed considerable emphasis on the founding of Sunday School organizations and the spread of denominational literature.



During the nineteenth century, the Methodist Church underwent numerous divisions creating at least eight sects in Wisconsin by 1890.  Two Methodist sects emerged in Portage: the Methodist Episcopal and Free Methodist churches which formed in Pekin, New York in 1860.  The Methodist Episcopal church directed its early missionary efforts through the Illinois Conference in the southwest Wisconsin mining district by 1828 and in southeast Wisconsin in the Green Bay area by the 1830s.  Sponsored by the New York Conference, the first permanent Methodist organization emerged at Green Bay.  John Clark served as Green Bay's first itinerant Methodist missionary and founded the class meeting in 1832.  Since the Methodists did not distinguish between Euro-American and Native American missions, Clark also established a Methodist mission among the Oneida near Kimberly where the first Methodist church was erected in 1832.  Clark ministered primarily to Native Americans at such widely separated locations as Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, the Keweenaw Peninsula, and Lac Court Oreilles in northern Wisconsin as well as Milwaukee in his Wisconsin circuit.  Wisconsin and Illinois became part of the church's Rock River Conference in 1840.  By that date, the Methodists had already established seventeen religious organizations, numerous preaching stations, and placed 22 ministers in the Wisconsin Territory.



With the creation of the Wisconsin Conference in 1848, the Methodists were the largest Protestant denomination in Wisconsin.  The denomination served a membership of 6,934 and 57 pastoral fields.  The church thus expanded through its hierarchial organization and protracted quarterly meetings which frequently extended into long revivals.  Individual churches also frequently engaged in long revival meetings.  The Methodists joined in a union ministry sponsoring cooperative revival meetings with the Congregationalists and Presbyterians.  Particularly during the 1830s, this church overwhelmingly served English-speaking congregations from New England, New York, and Ohio.  Although the phenomenal growth experienced in the early settlement period slowed as did the number of revivals, the Methodists maintained strong support in Wisconsin as elsewhere through their prolific publications program, their educational institutions, and the local Sunday schools.  This shift in emphasis began by the 1850s.  In 1850, they had founded 144 Sunday Schools with about 5,000 students.  The Wisconsin Conference supported a seminary in Evansville by 1859 as well as five secondary schools.  However, its major educational project remained the program at Lawrence Institute or University in Appleton first established in 1847.  A close tie with the university continued until 1930.



In 1939, the Methodist Episcopal Church joined with the Methodist Episcopal Church South and the Methodist Protestant Church to form the Methodist Church.  In 1968, the Methodist Church and the Evangelical United Brethren Church consolidated to form the United Methodist Church (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 3, religion]: 14; Current 1976: 138, 545; Smith 1973: 603, 617-22, 629).



In 1849, Methodists associated with the settlement of potters with the British Joint Stock Emigration Society located adjacent to the Portage in the Town of Scott.  Affiliated with this group, Rev. Isaac Smith and Rev. William Wells, both English Methodist ministers, and probably other missionaries held services at the Franklin Hotel, the Fort Winnebago Chapel, by 1846 until 1851.  Rev. William Wells was identified specifically as a Methodist circuit rider.  Rev. Mackintosh guided the founding of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Portage in 1851.  Prior to the appointment of a permanent minister in 1852, local preachers and missionaries continued to lead the group.  The society's first resident minister, Rev. John Bean, held Methodist services at the Presbyterian Church erected in 1850 south of E. Cook between Jackson and Van Buren.



In 1855, the Methodists constructed their timber frame, Greek Revival Church at 216-218 W. Howard (38/28).  Haynes served as the builder (Independent 1855 [6/28: 2/2]).  First constructed about 1857, the two story, cream brick dwelling at 212 W. Howard (38/27) became the parsonage for an unknown period.  The church initially enclosed a single room which served as the sanctuary.  The addition placed at the rear of the church created a Sunday School meeting area.  The Methodist Church began the construction of its second, Neo-Gothic style church designed by F.L. Lindsay of Watertown in 1897.  W.L. Prehn and John Diehl of Portage served as the building contractors (Portage Public Library n.d. [news article, 1898).  The congregation moved to its new quarters once located at the southeast corner of DeWitt and Pleasant in 1898.  In that year, the society sold the W. Howard property to Ralph R. Baker who converted the church to a double dwelling.  The steeple and central entrance were removed and two side entrances added.  With financial assistance from the Ladies' Aid, the congregation completed the church parsonage at 108 E. Pleasant (35/28) in 1905. The Methodists constructed a third church at 1804 New Pinery Road in 1962 and demolished the second.  



The Methodist Church belonged to the West Wisconsin Conference organized in 1856 from the former Northwest Conference and part of the Wisconsin Conference.  The society first hosted conference meetings in 1862.  In 1865, the Methodist society included 72 members.  By 1914, the congregation had achieved a membership of about 220 with a Sunday School of 245, and in 1946 the church reached 867 members.  In 1939, the Portage Methodist Episcopal Church joined the merged churches becoming the First Methodist Church.  It also participated in the 1966 union when many members of the Zion Evangelical United Brethren Church joined the United Methodist Church at Portage (Register-Democrat 1935 [2/15: 2/1-2]; 2/23/1935; 8/29/1936; 1946 [10/16: 1/4-5, 3/7]; Smith-Rogers Abstract Company 1953; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Taylor n.d. [photographs]; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; Jones 1914 [1]: 160, 213-14; [2]: 622; Murtagh 1987; First Methodist Church 1946; Turner, A.J. 1898: 93; Butterfield 1880: 627).



A central part in carrying on the work of the church, the Sunday School was formed by 1857.  By that year, the school contained sixty students.  The Young People Society formed by 1888 and in that year became one of the first Epworth Leagues in Wisconsin.  In 1941-42, the Methodist youth organization became known as the Methodist Youth Fellowship.  Begun about 1871, the Ladies' Aid provided financial support to maintain the physical needs of the church.  For example, the group supported the construction of the second church and parsonage.  Begun in the same period, the women's Missionary Society raised monies to support evangelical work outside the church's immediate area.  These two societies later merged to form the Women's Society of Christian Service (Register-Democrat 2/15/1935; 2/23/1935; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; First Methodist Church 1946; Portage Public Library n.d. [news article, 1898]).



The secession of the Free Methodist in 1860 reflected a dispute within the Methodist Church concerning discipline, theology, and secret societies.  Primarily led by Rev. Benjamin Robert, the separation of this conservative group occurred at Pekin, New York in 1860.  Although this group advocated strict adherence to the original Wesleyan doctrine, there existed little difference between them and the Methodist Episcopal in both theology and organization.  Ministers expelled from their conference and lay persons who had been "read out" from their congregations originally composed the group.  After the abrupt 1860 separation, the Free Methodist gained adherents in Wisconsin.  By 1863 or 1864, a group of Free Methodist organized at Sugar Creek in Walworth County and by 1868 in Whitewater.  The Wisconsin Conference included 27 Free Methodist groups, 722 members, and 756 Sunday school students in 1889.  By 1890, Free Methodist religious groups concentrated in Grant, Sauk, Barron, Dunn, and Columbia counties.  Three groups existed in Columbia County.  By 1916, 39 organizations in Wisconsin affiliated with the church, and by 1936 there were 29.  However, the number of members, 689 in 1916 and 663 in 1936, dropped only slightly (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 3, religion]: 14).



The Free Methodists which belonged to the Wisconsin Conference first organized six miles northeast of Portage in 1873.  Initially totaling fifteen members, the society located at Portage in the same year.  It purchased the frame, German Lutheran Church located at the northeast corner of MacFarlane and W. Carroll and moved it to the northwest corner of Jefferson and E. Pleasant at 225 E. Pleasant (Foote, C.M. & Co. 1890).  This building was not dismantled until 1944.  However, the Free Methodist congregation disbanded prior to 1929 (Butterfield 1880: 630; Portage Daily Register 9/3/1909; 1944 [10/26: 3/5-6]; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1918; 1929; Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929: 27; Jones 1914 [1]: 219).





	Assembly of God



The Assembly of God was founded as a pentecostal church, one of a group of revivalistic American sects which developed in the second half of the nineteenth century.  It based its theology closely on the Wesleyan Methodism.  Most of organizations were founded in the revivals of the nineteenth century.  The Assembly of God grew from the post-Civil War religious unrest.  The denomination became fundamentalist, mission-oriented, and congregational in organization.  The different congregations did associate in a General Council to confer on general church affairs but did not possess a hierarchial structure.  A group of revivalists received the Pentecostal spirit at Topeka, Kansas in 1901.  The evangelists brought their message to groups concentrated in Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas.  A meeting of many pentecostal churches at Hot Springs, Arkansas formally organized the Assembly of God Church in 1914.  Under the leadership of Rev. E.N. Bell, the meeting of 1914 strove to form a loosely knit General Council which simply bound the scattered churches into a common fellowship to forward the work of the church.  After the creation of a "Statement of Fundamental Truths" which set forth the spiritual basis of the  Assembly of God in 1916, the church grew from 517 to 4,159 ordained ministers between 1917 and 1940.  Reflecting its congregational organization, each local church led by its own minister remained autonomous.  The church organized the local units into districts with a corps of officers forming a district council.  The council supervised the ministers and oversaw home missions.  These districts joined in a General Council of the church which continued to define church doctrine and its home and foreign mission responsibilities, a major focus of this evangelical sect.



The first Gospel Tabernacle in Wisconsin emerged at Dallas in Barron County in 1900.  Because many early groups proved to be ephemeral, the number and locations of the early churches in Wisconsin was poorly recorded.  A second church was founded in the Town Russell, Lincoln County in 1908, and the third formed in Wausau in 1914.  The North Central District to which Wisconsin belonged required the formation of state conventions.  Organized in 1932, the Wisconsin Convention resolved to appoint a field evangelist to unite the existing congregations in fellowship and support struggling assemblies.  The Wisconsin Convention formed a separate Wisconsin District with organizational headquarters in Oshkosh in 1933.  The district agreed to foster Sunday Schools, a Youth Group known as the Christ's Ambassadors, and the promotion of Bible reading.  By 1936, the district included 36 churches of 2,464 members which grew to 101 organizations with about 6,600 members in 1957.  The Assembly of God organizations remained widely scattered across the state with some concentrations across central Wisconsin (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 3, religion]: 11).



The first tent meetings of the Assembly of God began at Portage in July, 1934 and continued until October, 1934 under the guidance of Rev. N.L. Olson.  Under  the leadership of Rev. Olson, seventeen charter members organized the church in May, 1937.  In the same year, the Portage Assembly of God purchased the former Baptist Church erected by the Presbyterians in 1855 at 301 E. Cook (28/1) (Independent 1855 [6/28: 2/2]).  The Baptist purchased and rebuilt the church in 1892.  The church acquired a parsonage at 305 W. Franklin (3/31) in 1951.  Affiliated church organizations included the Christ's Ambassadors and the Women's Missionary Council who strove to further the mission of the church.  These organizations also included three choirs and several additional youth groups.  The congregation erected a new church at 2984 Northside Drive and sold their former building to the Portage Center for the Arts, Inc. in 1987 (Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; 5/15/1962; Columbia county Historical Society 1982; WPA 1940-42: box 15).





	Seventh Day Adventist



Adventism refers to a belief in the second coming of Christ or the Millennial Kingdom.  In the United States, the Adventual Awakening of the last quarter of the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries resulted in the eventual formation of a religious group identified as the Millerites.  Although William Miller failed to predict the world's end in 1844, his lectures presented between 1831 and 1844 drew a considerable following primarily from the Methodists, Baptist, Presbyterian, and Congregational churches.  The Millerites whose faith centered around the second coming reinterpreted the predictions of Miller suggesting that Christ had returned on the predicted day to examine the world in preparation for the Day of Judgement yet to come.



However, at the failure of Miller's prophecy in 1844, the Millerites divided into a number of groups.  James White established a separate group of Millerites known as the Seventh-Day Adventist at Battle Creek, Michigan in 1863.  This group became the largest of the adventist groups.  It drew its quite literal interpretation of the second coming from the prophecies of the Book of Daniel and Revelation.  Their focus on the Old Testament is reflected in the Saturday worship.  The group focuses on a personal relationship with God, but lacks a formal creed.  The hierarchial religious administrative body is led by a General Conference which is then subdivided into three progressively smaller units, the smallest being the State or Local Conference.  Despite this hierarchy, the local church is congregational, essentially maintaining control except for selection of its pastor.



Elder H.S. Case brought the Millerite doctrine to Wisconsin from the seat of the church in Michigan in 1851 before the formal organization of the Seventh Day Adventists.  His missionary work occurred in south and west Wisconsin.  The first church organization emerged in Beloit and Hebron in Jefferson counties in 1852.  J.H. Waggoner and Waterman Phillips, originally Baptists, introduced the doctrine to numerous communities across southern Wisconsin in the early 1850s and inspired additional converts.  Working west of Lake Winnebago, Waggoner assisted fourteen groups to establish churches by 1853.  Because itinerant ministers introduced Adventism at tent meetings in the summer and in halls and schoolhouses in the winter after 1855 and because the early interpretation of doctrine varied, the quickly established congregations tended to be rather ephemeral.  Eventually, these techniques won a sizeable number of converts.  The Wisconsin Conference, became established in 1863 in the same year as the Seventh Day Adventist Church.  Perhaps because of its meeting formate, the church initially gained few converts in urban settings.  By the 1890s, the Seventh Day Adventists were located in 32 counties.  It gained its peak membership in 1906 with 105 organizations and 3,194 members.  Its heaviest representation then occurred in Wood, Milwaukee, and Vernon counties.  The conference created a permanent camp site at Silver Lake near Portage in 1927 (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 3, religion]: 12; Smith 1973: 615-16).



In 1899, the Seventh Day Adventist organized a church of 25 members in the City of Portage.  Because the churches often remained small, few supported an ordained minister.  Rather, like the Portage congregation, the congregation was placed under a district director, an ordained minister who guided several churches.  Chosen to act in the capacity of this district director, a local elder guided the congregation in most matters.  He was self-supported and unable to perform legal ceremonies such as marriage.  The group held its services in the homes of members, and by 1922 it attained sufficient size to meet at Hollenbeck Hall at 122 E. Cook (57/25) and the Odd Fellows' Hall at 124 E. Cook (57/26).  In the early 1940s, the group met in the Railroad Women's Club House which once stood at the northeast corner of W. Oneida and Dunn.  It also utilized the campground at Silver Lake.  After the group disbanded in 1932, the Seventh Day Adventist Church was reorganized in 1938.  They then met at the former Knights of Pythias Hall at Lock and Pleasant.  The former St. John's Lutheran school (520 W. Franklin 43/14) became their church after 1955.  The congregation erected its own church building at W8531 STH 33 East in 1976 (Register-Democrat 4/20/1938; 12/8/1952; WPA 1940-42: box 15; Farrell 1917: 16; Columbia County Historical Society 1982).



�	List of Surveyed and National Register Properties Noted in the Text�





Address				Map Code		Notations



Collins Rd., end of		48/1			St. Mary's Cemetery



302 East Conant 			30/34			Baptist Parsonage

303 E. Conant 			30/13			former St. Mary's Parochial 								  School; Baptist Church

327 W. Conant 			31/28			former Xavier parochial school



115-117 E. Cook 			56/5			Portage Opera House

122 E. Cook 			57/25			Hollenbeck Hall: Seventh Day

								  Adventists

124 E. Cook				57/26			Odd Fellows Hall (Seventh Day

								  Adventists)

301 E. Cook 			28/1			Presbyterian Church; Baptist

								  Church; Assembly of God; Zona

								  Gale Center for the Arts



303 W. Cook				28/10			St. Mary's Church

307 W. Cook				28/12			St. Mary's rectory

309 W.Cook 				28/13			St. Mary's parochial school

701 DeWitt				39/34			Bethlehem Lutheran Church

								  parish hall



141 W. Franklin 			39/31			St. John's Lutheran Church

								  parsonage

*305 W. Franklin 			3/31			Bethlehem Lutheran Church par-

								  sonage

520 W. Franklin			43/14			St. John's Lutheran School



212 W. Howard 			38/27			Methodist Church parsonage

216-218 W. Howard 		38/28			Methodist Church

231 W. Howard 			33/13			United Brethren Church

233 W. Howard			33/14			United Brethren Church parsonage



609 Lock 				38/16			United Brethren Church parsonage



701 MacFarlane 			39/27			St. John's Lutheran Church



108 E. Pleasant 			35/28			Methodist parsonage



120 W. Pleasant 			35/13			Presbyterian Church

203 W. Pleasant 			35/10			St. John's Episocpal rectory

209 W. Pleasant			35/9			Rockstroh Hall

211 W. Pleasant			35/7			St. John's Episcopal Church



Address				Map Code		Notations



528 W. Pleasant			54/3			Trinity United Evangelical Church

								  parsonage

530 W. Pleasant 			54/4			Trinity United Evangelical Church

								  parsonage

715 W. Pleasant			53/23			Divine Savior Nursing Home



238 W. Wisconsin 			24/32			Vandercook Hall

417 W. Wisconsin 			35/24			First Church of Christ Scientists

*602 W. Wisconsin			1/26			Trinity United Evangelical

    �  In addition to the listed citations in this chapter the following references were frequently used: Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; 1889; 1894; 1901; 1919; 1918; 1929; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863-; Johnson Printing Co. 1955; Commonwealth Telephone Co. 1937; 1948; Smith-Baumann Directory Company 1929; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1884-85 to 1927-28; Voshardt 1910; Moore, S.H. 1908-09; Wright 1890; Rockwell and Goodell 1886; Platt 1873; Farrell 1917-18; Chapin 1870; Hawes 1865.

    � National Register properties are denoted by an asterisk.

    � In addition to the listed citations in this section the following references were frequently used: Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; 1889; 1894; 1901; 1919; 1918; 1929; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863-; Johnson Printing Co. 1955; Commonwealth Telephone Co. 1937; 1948; Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1884-85 to 1927-28; Voshardt 1910; Moore, S.H. 1908-09; Wright 1890; Rockwell and Goodell 1886; Platt 1873; Farrell 1917-18; Chapin 1870; Hawes 1865.

    � * Property has been placed on the National Register.
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