	CHAPTER IX: EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN PORTAGE�PRIVATE ��





	A Summary of Educational Trends in Nineteenth Century Wisconsin



Midwesterners of the 1840s, especially those belonging to a Yankee tradition as did the inhabitants of Portage, held a high regard for educational institutions.  This attitude was not only a part of their cultural tradition but firmly supported by the 1830s and 1840s social reform movement which advocated free, public primary education for all white children.  Education provided one means of attaining pecuniary self-improvement which the nineteenth society increasingly valued.  As class stratification became more apparent, public education equalized each individual's opportunity to succeed.  This education also prepared youth for later life as responsible citizens in a democratic society.  And, public education quickened the acculturation process for the increasing numbers of immigrants entering American society.  Although free education was rare prior to the Civil War, it remained an ideal as early as the territorial period (Nesbit 1973: 229; Russo 1974: 31; Berthoff 1971: 263; Wyatt 1986 [vol. 3, education]: 2).



	By the middle of the nineteenth century, American education had become a creed, a common faith, or catechism of true belief largely because people believed it served a crucial social function.  This  reconstruction of society on the frontier exposed vital economic and political wants needed to be transformed into a sophisticated society, rough individuals into reformed citizens (Hine 1973: 238).



Through the 1860s, these local educational institutions pursued less lofty goals.  They strove to teach the basic skills necessary for students to perform an occupation.  Education prior to the Civil War was not viewed as a stepping-stone to a higher position.  In addition, public schools also functioned to reinforce proper moral values learned at home.  Schools remained a stabilizing institution, inculcating those cultural values held by earlier generations (Hine 1973: 238; Russo 1974: 217, 219; Nesbit 1973: 175).



Educational institutions acquired a considerably greater emphasis after the Civil War.  With the rising importance of financial success within an industrializing American culture grew the belief that a proper education provided an avenue toward that goal.  The prevalence of this notion grew as class lines became more clearly drawn, and education provided a means to ascend the socio-economic ladder of success.  Late in the century, schools were increasingly viewed as an institution which prepared the child to succeed in a competitive, increasingly complex society.  Americans had grown to expect great things of their schools.  But, education also remained practical; it taught skills for use later in life.  The view that adolescence was a time for study in the preparation of the youth's later independence from the family center coincided with the decreasing functions of the family.  Instruction of proper behavior became as important in the classroom as it did in the church.  By the turn of the century, the school increasingly attempted to inculcate the society's prevailing value system.  Yet, until the last quarter of the nineteenth century, financial support to achieve these goals was sparingly provided by the towns and municipalities.  Changing attitudes toward the amount of support necessary to operate a successful educational institution slowly emerged toward the end of the century and then primarily in municipalities.  Possessing a larger financial base, municipalities tended to be less conservative in their approach to education.  They became the first to grade their schools and establish high schools.



Schools also functioned to bring the community together.  After-school activities frequently involved all of the residents of the community and allowed the entire family to attend school functions.  However, the school tended to be a less important meeting center in municipalities than rural communities since the former usually supported other large meeting places such as private halls.  Both grade school and high school graduation remained a central event for the whole community (Russo 1972: 217, 222; Berthoff 1971: 440, 447; Wyatt 1986 [vol. 1, government]: 7-11; [vol. 3, education]: 2; Nesbit 1985: 313, 359).





	Primary Education in Portage: The Ward Schools



Although mid-nineteenth century Americans appreciated the importance of a primary school education, these communities could progress little further without the professional organization of their school system.  As early as 1833, the Territory of Michigan administrated education at the local, town level.  Town officials oversaw the educational system and divided their town into school districts.  It authorized the school districts to fund its schools through property taxes.  The Territory of Wisconsin adopted these vague guidelines for education in 1836.  Because of sparse population and unclear school laws, education remained haphazard and at the whim of the local community.  A growing number of communities established rudimentary subscription schools which varied tremendously in quality and consistency of attendance.  Wisconsin Territory organized its schools through the law of 1841.  The law specified the election of school commissioners at the town level.  They organized the schools and selected the teachers.  The law provided for funding through a discretionary county property tax and placed a limit on the amount of district taxes assessed to construct the school house.



The state constitution of 1848 with the 1849 amendments continued this localized school system.  It placed the responsibility for public school supervision at the level of the town government.  The highest school official below the rather powerless state superintendent was the elected town superintendent.  The school district remained most influential administrative unit in the school system until the 1960s and generally ignored the recommendations of the state school superintendent (Wyatt 1986 [vol 3, education]: 1-2]).  Educational leaders in Wisconsin continually attempted to circumvent the grasp of local government on education.  Each town gained the authority to divide the town into districts, set a school tax, expend monies, acquire property, certify and hire teachers, supervise instruction, inspect schools, and annually elect a school superintendent and school board which set the school policies.  Financial support was derived from property taxes at the town level which were set by the citizen board.  Such a means of support and lack of professional leadership provided a poor quality education which improved very gradually until the late nineteenth century.  The system often resulted in poorly attended, ungraded schools led by unprepared teachers offering instruction with little continuity through the grades.  These schools possessed no curricula or teaching materials.  In the constitution of 1848, incorporated villages and cities possessed the option of unifying the supervision of all schools in the municipality under a superintendent.  Towns received this option in 1869 but few altered their school organization.  Well into the twentieth century, the municipal schools maintained larger buildings, superior equipment, and a greater number of teachers per building than their rural counterparts because they possessed a broader funding base  (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 1, government]: 9-11; [vol. 3, education]: 1-1; 2; Current 1976: 162-63; Nesbit 1973: 229; 1985: 506, 511).



Attempting to improve the level of common school education and introduce greater professionalism, the state replaced the town with a county school supervisor in 1862.  The law also established new requirements for teacher certification.  With the intercession of the Civil War, this legislation effected little change until the 1870s.  Until this period, the number of children failing to attend remained high, school terms were short, few facilities existed for the preparation of teachers, little professional guidance occurred, and funding remained low.  Education provided nothing more than sufficient skills to read a newspaper, write a paragraph, figure, learn sufficient history to instill patriotism, and acquire the moral principles of the prevailing American society.



The status of education altered considerably between 1873 and the 1890s.  In 1869, the state mandated separate primary schools with three departments for municipalities.  It increased its level of school funding by 1885 and required that one mill levy on property taxes be set aside for education.  But, school attendance remained low and sporadic.  Compulsory school attendance laws were passed in 1879 but remained unenforced until the turn of the century.  The Bennett Law of 1889 established mandatory school attendance for twelve weeks each year for those between seven and fourteen and required reading and writing in English in all schools.  Aimed at assimilating immigrants into the prevailing American culture, this law became offensive to many of Wisconsin's foreign-born, particularly the German and Scandinavians.  The state repealed the law in 1891.  However, this law did begin a movement toward a more adequate codification of Wisconsin's public education.  By the late nineteenth century, professional educators advocated the graded school which meant the division of one room schools into separate environments, or more than one room, by age and ability.  In 1901, the state encouraged graded schools by providing state aid to schools with more than a single room.  The 1905 law required that schools provide one teacher and room per each 65 students.  Usually referring to primary and elementary groups or two to three sections within a school, graded schools were slowly introduced to municipalities but less common in rural areas.  Rural schools gradually consolidated, and many joined urban or village schools.  In the 1938-1939 school year, the number of Wisconsin school districts reached a high of 7,777 districts.  By 1952-1953, this number had declined to 4,905, and by 1962 that number reached 869.  This rapid decline in the number of districts resulted in the closing of many one room, rural schools (Smith 1973: 578; Current 1976: 349; Nesbit 1973: 480; 1985: 359-62, 506, 512-15, 600-03; Wyatt 1986 [vol. 1, government]: 9-2; [vol. 3, education]: 2).

	

Portage's first schools operated as private, subscription schools like most of Wisconsin's primary schools established at settlement.  Prior to 1845, most of the youth at the Portage were associated with the soldiers at Fort Winnebago.  In 1835, the commanding officer at the fort compensated a teacher to educate his own children who were joined by those of other officers giving an approximate enrollment of twelve.  Whether the officer maintained this school continuously until 1840 when the Rev. S.P. Keyes served as chaplain of the fort and teacher of about twenty students is unclear.  About 1843, the settlement between the fort and the Wisconsin River had grown sufficiently to warrant its own subscription school.  It began as the Sunday School and expanded into a private school held first in Hugh MacFarlane's blacksmith shop and later in its own building on Prospect in the fourth ward.  Additional private schools operated within the city during the late 1840s and early 1850s.  The towns surrounding Portage began to establish public schools in 1850.  In 1849, the Town of Fort Winnebago formed two school districts: the area adjacent to Fort Winnebago which probably included Portage constituted district number 2 and the rest of the town became district number 1.  The area within what became the city limits of Portage remained under the jurisdiction of town school districts until 1859.



In the 1859, the City of Portage established its own district as permitted by the 1848 school laws.  The city created the first school board known as the Portage Municipal School Board in that year.  Elected commissioners from each ward composed the board, and the city superintendent of schools was originally an elected position.  Like the town and other municipal boards, Portage's school board maintained considerable control over the operation of the city schools by 1868.  The board hired and examined all teachers, created and closed schools, assumed the responsibility for maintenance and additions to the physical plant, periodically observed the operation of the schools, determined school policies, and levied and collected school taxes.  It also appointed seven primary school teachers in 1859.  In 1882, women became eligible to serve on the board.  The board elected J.J. Guppey to serve as the city school superintendent between 1859 and 1861.  The school superintendent remained a school board member appointed from that body and also served as the School Board Clerk until 1904.  



In 1859, the city established graded ward schools.  Grading initially implied two divisions: the primary and intermediate sections.  The date and location of the identified schools in each ward follows.  First erected by 1862, the First Ward school sat at the southwest corner of E. Wisconsin and an extension of Pauquette (47CO273; Wisconsin Archaeological Site Files).  The Grant School replaced the First Ward School between 1894 and about 1901.  After the demolition of the school building, the site became Riverside Park in ca. 1923 (Register-Democrat 8/19/1949).  Erected in 1917 by the Northern Construction Company of Milwaukee, the two room, one story, brick veneer Cottage School (505 Thompson, 49/5) then served the First Ward (Portage Daily Register 7/26/1916).  It was moved a short distance and remodeled in 1937.  Constructed in 1874, the Second Ward or Lincoln School was located east of Monroe between E. Howard and E. Carroll, the current location of the water tower.  The school was dismantled by 1929.  Also erected in 1874 and demolished between 1918 and 1929, the Fourth Ward or Jefferson School stood near the southeast corner of Prospect and Dunn south of the Trinity United Church of Christ Church.  The Fifth Ward School occupied the northeast intersection of W. Franklin and Armstrong sometime between 1873 and 1878 and was also dismantled between 1918 and 1929.  The Third Ward students eventually shared the first floor of the Central School building erected in 1864 in the triangular block between W. Franklin, MacFarlane, and DeWitt.  A second high school constructed in 1895 replaced this high school and also contained the third ward primary grades.  With the construction the 1917 high school (904 DeWitt, 42/20) in the same triangular block, the second high school standing to its south became the Central Grade School for all wards but Ward 1.  Since this building contained the Portage primary grades until 1981 and was demolished in 1982, the former second, fourth, and fifth ward schools were no longer needed after 1917.



Beginning in 1934, some of the small school districts adjacent to Portage were added to the Portage School District.  The state mandated that each town attach itself to a high school district and maintain what the state defined as a sufficient grade school by 1962.  The Town of Pacific constructed a grade school serving the town in 1954; Lewiston erected its grade school in 1956; Caledonia followed in 1960; and Fort Winnebago completed its grade school in 1961.  Thus, by 1962, adjacent school districts were attached to the Portage district or to one of the town grade schools, ending the use of one room, rural schools in the area.  And by 1962, each of these towns had become part of the Portage High School District.  In part because of school consolidation, the grade school student body outgrew the Central Grade School by 1980.  The city constructed the new John Muir Elementary School at 2600 Woodcrest Drive east of the 1960 Frederick Jackson Turner High School in 1981 and demolished the Central Grade School in 1982.  It added the Woodridge Primary School at 333 Slifer Street in 1988 (Portage High School 1991; City, Portage of 1868: 36-38; 1901; Jones 1914 [1]: 149-51, 206-208; Butterfield 1880: 612-20; Turner, A.J. 1898: 93; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952: 5; Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 1922-55 [1952: series 693, box 3]; 1927-48 [series 691: 4/6/1937]; Portage Public Schools 1948-1951 [1949]; Snyder 1878; Rugen 1868; Stoner 1882; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1889; 1894; 1901; 1910; 1918; 1929; Harrison and Warner 1873; Brooks 1916).



Two parochial schools also served Portage.  The Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa oversaw St. Mary's elementary school established in 1866.  The school drew its patronage from the entire community rather than simply the Catholic Church.  From 1866 to 1880, the parochial school stood at 303 E. Conant (30/13).  A second, two story, four room brick school located south of W. Conant and directly north of the Catholic Church was constructed in 1880.  By 1897 through 1934, approximately 200 youth attended St. Mary's parochial school each year.



The German Lutherans originally supported a well-developed primary school program in part to preserve the German language and selected cultural traditions.  Established in 1865 and first located in rented quarters, it served both the youth of church and non-members.  In 1869, Rev. Hoffman also taught German for the public high school.  The church erected the first St. John's Lutheran German School, a frame building, in 1868.  Without a pastor and teacher in 1880 and 1881, the congregation requested that the public school system teach German.  Obtaining a negative response in this period, the congregation hired a teacher.  It erected the one story school probably located at 520 W. Franklin (43/14) at the intersection of W. Franklin, Pierce, and W. Wisconsin in 1884 and continued to use the 1868 school which was moved to the rear of the lot.  This building remained on the property until 1923.  After the mid-1880s, St. John's taught a primary school of three divisions.  In 1896, the 1884 building received a second story.  Enrollment peaked in 1897 at 197 students but dropped to 106 by 1906.  The decline in enrollment may represent the non-Lutheran students who were withdrawn as the harassment of the German population prior to World War I rose.  It may also reflect an improvement of the educational system at the Portage public schools.  Maintaining this trend, the enrollment dropped to 47 by 1918.  After World War I, school enrollment increased to 90 by 1927.  Additions were again made in 1937 and 1947.  By 1949, the school's student population rose to 119 students.  The school on W. Franklin remained in use until the church erected the current parochial school at the southeast corner of Armstrong and Emmett in 1955.





	Portage's Secondary Educational System



The state constitution clearly emphasized primary education almost to the exclusion of secondary education.  Only a small number of high schools were created before the end of the century.  Established for many different purposes, the private grammar schools and academies filled this role.  The earlier of the two forms, the grammar school, was the prevalent form of secondary education during the colonial era.  These schools added a study of the Classical languages, literature, and history to the primary curriculum.  By the settlement era in Wisconsin, this approach to secondary education had been mostly abandoned.  Portage's Classical Institute serves as a rare example of this approach.  By the 1840s, academies continued the education of primary schools.  Recognizing that all students who pursued training beyond the primary school did not attend universities, educators began to found academies by the late eighteenth century which provided a more practical education.  Academies included education in modern languages, mathematics, literature, and modern history.  They offered a broader education than the grammar schools, but they were not vocational schools.  A single individual, groups of citizens, religious denominations or a community founded the academy.  Academies emerged in Wisconsin by 1839 at Southport or Kenosha, Beloit, Prairieville, Platteville, Mineral Point, and other locations.  The community of Portage supported such as institution by 1851.



The first free public high school appeared in Wisconsin at Kenosha in 1849.  Wisconsin first recognized the need for education above the primary level in 1856 when it permitted two or more school districts to form union high schools.  In this instance, the voters of the districts elected a union high school board of education separate from the primary school board.  Property taxes from the two districts supported the school.  The board of education and the town superintendent determined student qualifications and the subjects offered.  However, because extra-local funding did not accompany the legislation and because of the fierce independence of the school districts discouraging the cooperation of several districts, communities failed to respond to this law.  But, some aspects of this approach were reflected in the creation of the high school at the municipal level.  Although few secondary schools existed in the 1850s and 1860s, an increasing number of primary schools, especially those located in municipalities, began adding advanced subjects such as algebra, geometry, philosophy, history, and botany to their curricula.  By 1860, there existed about fifty graded schools which probably offered some advanced subjects.  Often community high schools developed gradually, adding one grade at a time as the school was able to support a sufficient number of advanced subjects.  Therefore, many schools designated as high schools initially offered several secondary grades rather than a four year school.  In this instance, the municipality often combined several graded primary schools and a free public high school in a single, four to eight room building.  By 1870, at least fourteen high schools paralleled this approach.  Portage's early high school which employed a principal and assistant teacher follows this model.



By the late 1860s and early 1870s, the creation of high schools received growing support.  Well before this date educators recognized that primary schools lacked prepared teachers.  The secondary school was seen as a source of teachers for the primary schools.  The 1875 Free High School Education Law finally provided state aid for high school education.  The state supported one-half the cost up to a total of $500.  The law again advanced the idea that school districts combine to support a union high school, but it now recognized the creation of high schools in single districts.  University of Wisconsin professors provided the state superintendent with three model high school curricula for a three and four year education.  Courses such as algebra, zoology, rhetoric, literature, ancient history, political economy, and the classics provided a well-rounded education and prepared students for college.  As a result, eighteen high schools received financial assistance in 1875.  Some of these high schools already existed, thus the funding tended to improve their existing programs.  By 1900, 209 school districts, primarily in municipalities, had established high schools.  This number peaked and stabilized in 1943-1944 at 441.  High schools in Wisconsin rarely consolidated.  Instead, they existed in municipalities which later served as a core to which other outlying school districts were merged.  However, most school districts continued to offer their high school education in their primary school buildings well into the twentieth century.  By 1914, there were 219 combined primary and secondary schools and 24 separate high schools.  The number of high school buildings expanded rapidly in the 1920s when school districts enlarged the curricula of these schools and divided the junior high from the senior high school.  The junior high schools typically occupied the older high school buildings while the new buildings were reserved for the upper grades.  Reflecting new trends in education in the 1920s, the new buildings often provided gymnasiums and rooms for manual training courses.



Portage established its high school as a union high school, erected its combined high school and primary school, and completed its separate high school building at comparatively early dates.  Many municipalities operated the high school as part of the city government while town school districts operated most rural high schools.  Funded by the municipality, the Portage Municipal School Board operated both primary and secondary schools as a part of the city government beginning in 1859.  In 1860, the school district formed a union high school district with adjacent towns (Butterfield 1880: 599).  Participating towns probably paid the Portage school district a tuition to support their students.  Through time, the city schools gradually incorporated some primary but primarily secondary students from parts of adjacent towns into the district.



The growing number of the high school buildings in Wisconsin reflects their expanding role.  By offering a more uniform education to their students, it prepared a small number of students for a higher education.  The high school also became a source of teachers for rural schools.  Since most youths ended their education at this level, the high school eventually began to offer practical career training.  It increasingly emphasized the preparation of youths for success in a competitive market with less emphasis on the well-rounded intellect.  This approach reflected the philosophy of progressive education, a rather controversial issue in schools by World War I.  Prior to this period, the school was to sort out inappropriate ideas and direct young people toward a proper mode of thought.  By contrast, a progressive education acknowledged that students should be exposed to a variety of ideas through a curriculum geared toward a wide range of interests and abilities.  Offerings were not only to include the traditional subjects, but more specialized subjects as well as vocational studies.  Courses were also to teach students about appropriate behaviors in different social settings.  Students required a practical understanding of how to cope with twentieth century problems.  Thus, schools took on additional tasks once firmly held by the household and church.  The aim of the progressive school was to develop the whole child.  The approach to teaching was also to move away from rote learning and teach concepts rather than filling the students' mind with random facts.  This method required diverse teaching techniques, new courses, and extra-curricular activities.  Because of their breadth, these programs were often viewed as impractical if not corrupting and a deterrent to the student's pursuit of honest labor.  Such a multi-faceted program often remained financially beyond the grasp of the rural school.  Because of the cost and uncertainty of results, progressive education was usually restricted to village and city schools.  And, like the adoption of many of the progressive era programs, schools often adopted the progressive educational program in a piece-meal fashion rather than embracing a unified program based on its philosophy (Glad 1990: 257-60; Wyatt 1986 [vol. 3, education]: 3; Nesbit 1985: 363-65, 507; Current 1976: 169; Smith 1973: 580).



Begun in 1851, the Classical Institute, an example of the early grammar school, was a private subscription school founded by Rev. McNair of the Presbyterian Church.  The institute occupied a building erected for that purpose adjacent to the 1850 church south of E. Cook between Van Buren and Jackson.  McNair hired a separate instructor for the academy, Rev. John Britain.  It offered a primary school education but included subjects generally offered at a secondary school level.  These subjects included Greek, Latin, French, and the fine arts.  The Classical Institute closed after the founding of the public city high school in 1859.  More like an academy, the Portage City High School was founded by a group of private citizens: Hugh MacFarlane, Richard Dempsey, and C.H. Moore.  Ms. Agnes N. Butz operated the "select" school which began a winter session of 22 weeks in November, 1850 and ran until 1853.  Among its subjects, it offered the teaching of the "common English branches," more accelerated courses, French, and drawing as well as the teaching of correct moral habits.  The private school charged each family a tuition scaled on the course level taken by the student (River Times 1850 [11/4: 2/2]; 1851 [1/23: 4/5]; Butterfield 1880).  The Fort Winnebago Classical Institute was founded in the winter of 1851-1852 and housed in what is now the Kutzke Apartments at Lock and MacFarlane, 615 Lock (39/29).  Falling somewhere between the academy and the grammar school, this school offered Greek, Latin, French, music, painting, and drawing (Portage Daily Register 2/2/1960; Butterfield 1880: 624; Jones 1914 [1]: 155-56; Ogle, Geo. & Co. 1901: 356-57).



The city placed the 1859 public high school in two rooms above the Slyvester Store, probably once located at the southeast the corner of E. Cook and Adams (Register-Democrat 10/4/1923; 8/26/1924).  Because the school's space was limited, the city capped enrollment at eighty.  Students submitted written applications to attend the school.  The high school remained in this building until the construction of the first, three story, Italianate high school begun by February, 1863 and completed about January, 1864 (Wisconsin Daily Register 1863 [2/14; 7/18: 3/1]).  Alexander Carnegie, who probably constructed many of the early buildings in Portage's retail district, served as contractor for the project.  The 1864 high school became the first of four secondary schools to occupy the triangular block between W. Franklin, DeWitt, and MacFarlane.  A union school, the high school included students from surrounding rural districts who paid the City of Portage tuition covering the cost of educating their students.  By the 1890s, the 1864 building functioned beyond its designed capacity and lacked the space to establish science labs or a school library which the school system required as it sought to broaden its curriculum.  The city constructed the new Central High School, a three and a half story, Romanesque Revival building, adjacent to the 1864 building in 1895.  The first school was demolished shortly after 1895.  The Third Ward primary school occupied the first floor of both the 1864 and 1895 high school.



Reflecting trends in Wisconsin education, the high school began to broaden its curriculum by the 1890s.  Because of a high percentage of youth of German heritage in the school's population, the high school added one to two classes teaching German language and culture to its curriculum as early as 1869.  Although sponsored by the high school, the Lutheran minister at St. John's parochial school first presented the classes.  The high school continued to teach German in the 1890s.  In the early 1890s, the high school also instituted music and drawing to its curriculum.  At the turn of the century, it offered a commercial course, and the principal also presented manual training and bookkeeping between 1879 and 1906.  Moving toward a more progressive education, the school hired an instructor to teach domestic science in 1909.  As progressive education became more generally accepted in 1920s, in addition to the typical English, mathematics, social studies, and science courses, the high school offered courses in business and agriculture, enlarged its vocational and physical education programs, and expanded its manual training and domestic science education by 1928 (Smith-Baumann Directory Company 1928: 26).   Athletics remained a very minor part of the high school program until the turn of the century.  The school engaged other institutions only in baseball until 1896 when other athletics were added to this program.  It did not hire a coach until 1915.  Although the 1895 school contained a gymnasium in its basement, the construction of a large gymnasium in the 1917 high school underscored the school system's growing commitment to physical education.



In 1904, the state required that all superintendents and Wisconsin school principals graduate from a Normal School, thus forcing school systems to hire a professional school administrator.  In 1904, W.C. Clough became the first professional school administrator serving both as the school system's superintendent and its high school principle.  He remained in this office until 1915.  A graduate of the University of Wisconsin at Madison, Clough filled the position of teacher and assistant principal beginning in 1875 and became high school principal in 1877.  The positions of principal and superintendent were separated in 1921.



The city placed the third, Classical Revival high school (904 DeWitt, 42/20) north of the 1895 building in 1917 (Wisconsin Department of Instruction 1915-30 [series 653, 1916]).  Hugo Houser of the firm of A.C. Eschweiler, architects, provided the design for the new school (Portage Daily Register 7/26/1916).  Construction of the school by the Northern Construction Company of Milwaukee began in 1916.  The three story, red brick school included a wing to the north containing an assembly hall with a 600 person seating capacity and a gymnasium of 4000 square feet.  Currently the Clough Administration Building, it houses the city school district's administrative offices.  The Northern Construction Company of Milwaukee then remodeled the 1895 Central High School into the Central Grade School in 1916-1917.  All the primary ward schools except the Ward 1 school consolidated into this building, and for the first time the high school gained its own building (Portage Daily Register 7/26/1916).  Students of the first ward attended the new Cottage School at 505 Thompson (49/5).  The Central Grade School served as the main grade school until its demolition in 1982.



Planning for the fourth high school had begun as early as 1932, the date at which the existing architectural plans were drafted by Parkinson and Dockindorff of La Crosse.�  During this period, these architects also prepared plans for schools in Hannibal, Lake Mills, and Abbotsford (Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 1927-48 [series 691]).  In August, 1935, the city passed a resolution authorizing the Board of Education to apply to the Federal Emergency Administration for financial assistance with the construction of additional school buildings.  Such assistance paid for 45% of the project's cost and provided a low interest loan for the remainder.  During the depression of the 1930s, the federal government provided grants to the local governments to support public building projects which then engaged existing architects and contractors.  This approach thus stimulated the continued operation of local companies and the continued employment of their work force.  Since the city resolution requested that Parkinson and Dockindorff, architects, provide the required data for the proposal, this firm remained associated with the project (Portage, City of 1930-41 [1935-36: 41]; Portage Daily Register 1935 [8/30: 1/1-2]).  In June, 1938, this project finally came to fruition as Public Works Administration (PWA) project number 1149F and contract numbers 1-2-8-9 (Portage Daily Register 6/25/1938; 8/30/1938; Portage, City of 1930-41 [1939-40: 32, 39-40, 52, 90-91]).  Construction following the plans of Parkinson and Dockindorf began by October, 1938 (Portage Daily Register 8/30/1938).  By April, 1940, this funding also supported the alterations of an existing, unidentified school building (Portage, City of 1930-41 [1940-41: 14]).



Students first occupied the fourth high school building (117 W. Franklin, 42/30) which stood south of the then extant Central Grade School and faced W. Franklin in January, 1940.  The former high school, the Clough Administration Building which then stood north of the Central Grade School, became the junior high school.  The new Art Deco, three story, tan brick masonry high school included a large field house type gymnasium, a manual arts suite, an agricultural sciences suite, a shop, library, a domestic science room, and science labs (Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 1927-48 [series 691, 1938]).  The building of the fifth high school at 2505 New Pinery Road in 1961 placed the junior high school in the former high school at 117 W. Franklin and the administrative offices in the third high school at 904 DeWitt.  What became known as the Julia Rusch Junior High School in 1961 received a rear music room addition in 1967.  The Llewellyn Breese, Jr. pool addition was placed at the west elevation of this building in 1975.  And, the third two story, 1981 rear wing added math classrooms and a library.



By the twentieth century, the high school often became the most prestigious institution in the community.  High school athletics and graduation occurred as community events.  Although the high school occasionally engaged in baseball with other schools prior to 1895, sports probably did not acquire community-wide interest until after 1915.  By the 1870s, the Portage High school held a formal commencement each spring.  By 1878, it required each graduating student to present an original essay during the ceremony.  Graduations at both the primary and high school levels were a major annual event attended by the whole community.  The schools also served as the location for community celebrations, lectures, and other activities unrelated to school activities (Portage High School 1991; Portage Centennial Committee 1952; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; WPA 1938: 47; Register-Democrat 5/16/1931; Portage Public Library n.d.; Butterfield 1880: 621-22; Democrat 7/30/1897; Jones 1914 [1]: 207-08).



The Community of Portage also supported several vocational schools.  Atwell's Commercial College probably opened for a short period in 1867.  It taught penmanship, math, bookkeeping, and other business skills (Wisconsin State Register 1867 [5/4: 3/2]).  J.M. Aubrey and F.D. Cass, resident principals of the Portage branch of the Model Business College, offered a practical business education to youths and young men in 1868 and 1869 (Farnham and Vivian 1868-69).  Supervised by H.A. Story, the Story College of Commerce operated from 1892 until about 1920.  Enrollment included students outside of Portage from Wisconsin as well as Minnesota, Iowa, South and North Dakota, and Texas.  The college focused on business education presenting such subjects as shorthand, bookkeeping, typing, banking, business law, business arithmetic, and the operation of retail establishments.  The school occupied the Porter Block which once stood at the southeast corner of DeWitt and E. Conant and later the upper story of the Corning House, located at the site of the Raulf Hotel (207 W. Cook, 31/23) (Portage Public School 1948-15 [1949]; Columbia County Historical Society 1982).





	List of Surveyed and National Register Properties Noted in the Text





Address				Map Code		Notations



303 E. Conant			30/13			St. Mary's parochial school



904 DeWitt 				42/20			third Portage High School

								  (Clough Administration Bldg.)



117 W. Franklin			42/30			fourth Portage High School

								  (Julia Rusch Jr. High School)

520 W. Franklin			43/2?			St. John's parochial school



615 Lock 				39/29			Ft. Winnebago Classical Insti-

								  tute

�Address				Map Code		Notations



505 Thompson 			49/5			Cottage School

�	CHAPTER X: CITY, COUNTY, AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OFFICES IN PORTAGE





	The Municipal Government of Portage



Platted in 1852, Portage existed as part of the surrounding town until incorporated as a city in 1854.  Municipalities including villages and cities represent the local government of a concentrated area of population.  This concentration requires a higher level of services than the rural town.  Through incorporation as a municipality, residents gained the authority from the state to provide these services with little interference from the state.  To offer these services, Portage's charter outlined the mayor-council system of city government.  It was the most common form in Wisconsin, and one derived from colonial and ultimately from the British form of government.



The mayor-council system provided a separately elected executive or mayor and a legislative branch or common council composed of the aldermen and mayor.  In Portage, two elected aldermen represented each ward.  Originally consisting of three wards, the city expanded to five by 1868.  Reflecting the duties of city government, Portage adopted many of the officials described by state statutes.  These elected officials included the treasurer, clerk, marshall, one constable per each ward, a justice of the peace for each ward, assessor, and the board of education with its superintendent of schools who was elected from the board until 1904.  The city terminated the positions of marshall and constables after 1898.  The common council appointed all other officials except the chief of police and policemen who were appointed by the mayor after 1898.  The council appointed such officials as the attorney, comptroller, engineer or surveyor, assessor, municipal judge, health commissioner by 1868, board of public works, and street commissioners.  A city physician and the chief of the fire department were appointed by 1898.  Portage never acquired a city administrator.  In this form of city government, the mayor as the city executive ensured that the city officials execute the ordinances and state laws as defined by the city ordinances.  The mayor also recommended to the consideration of the council various measures intended to advantageously affect the operation of the city.  He presided over the city council meetings and possessed a vote as other council members until about 1898 when the mayor voted only in the event of a tie (Portage, City of 1868: 3-15; 1901: 3-18; Wyatt 1986 [vol. 1, government]: 9; Nesbit 1985: 352; Butterfield 1880: 606).



As Portage gained more population and established its central retail area along Cook, its newspapers, the city government, and its business associations began to promote the city as a place to conduct business and reside.  The city's efforts to advertise its virtues and to improve its physical and social well-being represented a booster ethic which became increasingly prevalent during the late nineteenth and the first third of the twentieth century.  During this period, urban centers struggled to gain identity as communities and ensure their economic growth.  The booster spirit was a product of the accelerated change in which late nineteenth century American society became culturally more diversified and began to divide into a more stratified if not segmented society.  This era of change initially coalesced in urban areas.  Economic instability with alternating periods of depression and expansion characterized the post-1870 society.   The mechanical innovations of the period were accompanied only belatedly by the gradual emergence of new social forms such as the formation of labor and farm organizations to cope with the growing economic inequities of big business.  The church, informal community, and family, the major institutions of traditional society, now competed with the interests of economic organizations such as corporations, formal local government, and the multitude of voluntary organizations composed of a formally organized network of individuals (Berthoff 1971).  Thus, by the 1870s, industrialization affected many areas of American culture.  These sweeping changes affecting American economic institutions well preceded parallel adjustments in other social institutions.  Americans temporarily suffered from a growing sense of social dislocation in the late nineteenth century.  These social and economic uncertainties produced the intense community booster spirit beginning in the period after the Civil War (Berthoff 1971; Wiebe 1967: 12).



The Midwest emerged rapidly from its frontier adjustments in this milieu of change.  Many midwestern communities competed to become major trade and industrial centers.  Many failed, some succeeded as smaller trade centers in the shadow of a few, major regional commercial centers (Wiebe 1967: 44; Atherton 1954: xvii, 279).  At mid-century, Portage did succeed in capturing the trade of north central Wisconsin, and, for this community as for others, boosterism accompanied this bid for commercial success.  This spirit commonly appeared when its citizens feared that change threatened its current position, usually when it began to lose commercial importance to other centers.  Its respected citizens then attempted to make the community a physically more prosperous place in relation to nearby rivals.  They strove to make the community the center of economic, political, and social activities and to involve larger areas of the community's hinterlands in this development (Doyle 1978: 62-63; Nesbit 1985: 379; Moline 1971: 7-8).



Leading or respected members of the community were often the large property owners and frequently held considerable entrepreneurial interests.  These village fathers were thus men of considerable substance espousing a high public spirit in part to protect their own and their family's interests.  Directed by this common sense of purpose, they thus sought a new importance or identity for their community at each stage of its development.  Such achievements included winning the county seat or attracting railroads, large businesses, or state institutions.  These citizens attempted to achieve their goals by some combination of lobbying, fund raising, land donation, vigorous advertising, and community beautification.  Community fathers exalted, often exaggerated, community virtues in the local newspapers and political speeches.  Their community thus possessed the highest morality; it was the most democratic, healthful community in the region; or it offered all the economic advantages for the success of an industrial or commercial center (Nesbit 1985: 195, 347-50).



Portage's growth as a municipality was also marked by boosterism.  At early settlement, communities usually busied themselves with mundane business of survival.  Initial improvements focused on the building of the retail center, a considerable investment for early communities.  Additional city improvements and municipal services came gradually.  Municipal incorporation established the formal mechanisms through which to provide physical improvements but did not in itself produce them.  A second early avenue toward the improvement of the community's well-being was the battle for the county seat.  As noted in the next section, Portage competed with several other communities of Columbia County including Columbus and Wyocena for this honor and finally achieved success.  As part of the promotional package, the city fathers provided land for county buildings.  The county jail was constructed on this land in block 189 or the 700 block of E. Cook by 1855 (Haslam and Abbott 1855; Butterfield 1880: 362-68, 378, 603-604).  The winning of the county seat not only provided employment in the county government but attracted additional services as citizens in the county completed their legal needs.



At first informal and later formally organized groups of businessmen, the village fathers, promoted and achieved numerous improvements in the name of their community.  Although seemingly trivial, some were merely simple ordinances regulating nuisances and improving the appearance and often the health of the central part of the community.  Common problems regulated within a decade after settlement including roaming animals, impassable streets, fire, waste disposal, the regulation of disturbances, and the maintenance of order (Current 1976: 102, 183; Nesbit 1985: 349).  Portage's early ordinances attempted to provide what it defined as a more healthful and visually pleasing environment.  The 1854 charter removed swine from city streets.  In 1866, ordinances provided for the restraint of other animals to prevent them from running at large in the streets.  An 1863 ordinance jailed intoxicated individuals to preserve peace.  By 1868, its ordinances ensured clean business establishments, removed slaughter houses from the center of the city, established a board of health, removed intoxicated individuals and vagrants from city streets, compelled all building owners to remove dirt, rubbish, and snow from their sidewalks and adjacent streets, regulated nuisances including gambling houses, disorderly taverns, and similar businesses, improved the city streets, and regulated the kinds of buildings erected in the city to deter fire.  From a more positive perspective, the city fathers also had the power to establish and regulate public markets, the first of which was located at the site of the Chamber of Commerce and was later moved to the current market square.  Late in the century, the amended city charter discussed in very specific terms the kinds of nuisances the city regulated.  Many of these details were intended to control health hazards to the city and establish additional city services such as a board of health, hospitals, city water, and street lighting (Portage, city of 1868: 13-15, 23, 34-35; 1901: 19-26, 33; Murtagh 1976; 1986).



Beginning in the 1860s, Portage had achieved sufficient prosperity to devote itself to social concerns and improvements.  After several destructive fires, the city council organized a fire department in 1863.  The 1868 ordinance described the department as the "hook and ladder and hose company."  Voluntary organizations first provided the man power for the fire department.  The department operated as a hand bucket brigade in its first year.  The city purchased an old hand engine from the City of Milwaukee in 1864, and the Oregon Company No. 1 organized to operate it between 1864 and 1866.  In 1871, Hook and Ladder Company No. 1 formed to replace this group.  With the purchase of additional equipment, two rival volunteer groups emerged to operate it.  In 1874, the city purchased the Champion Fire Extinguisher and Excelsior Engine Company No. 2, primarily a German group, formed to operate the equipment.  In 1877, the Silsby Steamer Company No. 3, composed primarily of Irish immigrants, was founded to run this equipment.  The city fire station probably first served as Berry's mercantile store and the Wisconsin State Register Building.  It had been located at the corner of E. Edgewater and DeWitt.  In 1867, the Liederkranz Society purchased the building and moved it to 201 W. Conant.  In 1882, the city purchased and moved it to the site of the current city hall at 115 W. Pleasant (53/30).  The city replaced this building in 1886 and in 1974 (Portage, City of 1868: 35; 1901: 66; Murtagh 1988; Wisconsin State Register 1863 [9/26: 3/1]; Butterfield 1880: 640; Portage Daily Register 9/3/1909; 7/2/1952; 7/11/1970; Jones 1914 [1]: 194; Wisconsin State Register 1867 [6/29: 3/1]).



The initial city waterworks system was purchased sometime prior to 1887.  In that year, it installed a new system or substantially added to the previous one.  The system then included a pump house located adjacent to the Wisconsin River at the west end of W. Pleasant, and six and a half miles of mains were laid.  The pump house no longer stands (Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889; Foote, C.M. & Co. 1890; Jones 1914 [1]: 192).



The city council passed an enabling ordinance in 1886 to permit a private company, Carroll E. Gray and Associates of the American Gas Company of Beloit, to provide Portage with gas lighting along its central streets and in public buildings.  The company erected a brick gas works, the lamps, the gas lines, and associated paraphernalia.  By 1908 until at least 1918, the company's offices were at 316 DeWitt (25/15) (Moore, S.H. & Co. 1908-08; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1917-18).  Wisconsin Power and Light purchased the company in 1925.  Steam power for the I.W. York mill along the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul tracks operated a 200 kilowatt AC generator which produced Portage's electric light by 1901.  Requiring additional electricity to meet local demands, York contracted with the Southern Wisconsin Power Company, forerunner of Wisconsin Power and Light.  The company erected a substation near the tracks which brought power from the Kilbourn plant at the Wisconsin Dells.  When operating as Wisconsin, Power, Light, and Heat Company, the general office was established at Portage.  Wisconsin Power and Light also maintained a warehouse and machine shop at 915 Jefferson (45/23) by 1929 (Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889; 7/2/1952: 27; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1910; 1929; Portage Public Library n.d.).



The city hall not only housed the city offices but it existed as a symbol of the city's authority.  Prior to the late nineteenth century, Portage's city offices were scattered within the retail area.  The city placed its police department in a retail building at 216 W. Wisconsin (24/25) in 1891.  It sold the building to the Veterans of Foreign Wars in 1949.  The city council chambers were located on the second floor of the fire station at the site of 115 W. Pleasant by 1882.  In 1902, the city placed the council rooms, police department, businessmen's rooms, offices for the mayor, clerk, and city treasurer on the first floor and the public library on the basement level in the new three story, brick and sandstone, monumental armory building.  Founded originally by Frederick J. Turner in 1876 and formally established by his father A.J. Turner and Joshua Guppey in 1883, the Guppey Guards or Company F of National Guard Armory occupied the upper levels.  Until 1975, this building and several other business buildings stood in block 241, the site of the Chamber of Commerce mall at 301 W. Wisconsin and the first market square.  City offices and the fire station moved into the new municipal building at 115 W. Pleasant in 1975 (53/30) (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1889; 1894; 1901; Register-Democrat 12/11/1923; 1/20/1934; Portage Daily Register 1/22/1972; 3/29/1975; 6/12/1975; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1882, 1891]; Jones 1914 [1]: 188-91; Nesbit 1985: 503).



By the late nineteenth century, women's groups began to advocate city improvements.  They derived their impetus from the women's movement which had gained momentum in Wisconsin after the Civil War.  At the suggestion of Mrs. Catherine Krech, the Do-Nothing Club, in fact a social service organization which did much for Portage, founded a free-circulating city library in 1901.  Using small donations collected from city residents, the club first placed the library above the E.W. Moran Store at 128 W. Cook (57/15).  In late 1901, it presented the library to the city.  It created a public library to maintain the 2,000 volumes collection and located it in the basement of the new city hall.  In 1925, a city museum was also begun in the quarters of the library.  The city library gained larger quarters in 1949 when it moved to the dwelling donated to the city for that purpose by William L. Breese, husband of Zona Gale.  Breese had made the original offer in 1942, but the interceding war delayed conversion of the home into a public library (804 MacFarlane Road, 7/3) (Portage Public Library n.d. [biography of Ms. Catherine Krech]; Columbia County Historical Society 1982).



Portage promoted its identity as the transportation hub and retail and commercial center of interior Wisconsin.  Although the development of industry remained a concern to the city especially after the decline of logging along the Wisconsin and the parallel shift in commercial and retail business, concerted action to promote manufacturing did not emerge until after the turn of the century.  At the close of the logging era by the 1880s, Portage citizens promoted their city as a county-wide retail center and growing industrial city.  The Wisconsin State Register published a promotional supplement in its December 12, 1889 edition which showcased the city's commercial, industrial, and residential advantages.  Of its potential, the paper wrote:



	There is scarcely any city in the United States but what has some specialty which, if developed, from a manufacturing standpoint would result in a prosperous commercial interest.  But to find a city qualified in every way for general manufacture is a different undertaking, and it is now a recognized fact that there are but few cities in the northwest that are adapted to these general purposes...The advantages of Portage as a manufacturing point cannot be over-estimated.



The article continues to list these advantages including location, presence of raw materials, the existence of shipping facilities, abundance of labor, water power, and the city's wealth.



Business associations in the city were founded to improve Portage as a retail center.  The Kiwanis Club, Chamber of Commerce, and the Portage Advancement Association launched promotional efforts.  They offered free factory sites, raised bond issues to support industry, and widely promoted the project in Portage's newspapers.  This promotion of the city as a business center continued to include its beautification.  One of the first tasks of the Portage Kiwanis which formed in 1921 became the improvement of a bathing beach at Silver Lake, the building of two campsites one of which was located at the future Riverside Park, and the setting of signs to attract the growing numbers of motorists.  The Retail Merchants Association supported the efforts of the Kiwanis (WPA 1938: 50-53; Portage, City of 1930-41 [1032-33: 57]; Register-Democrat 12/16/1922).



Just after the turn of the century, the city with the support of these organizations began to offer land and/or subsidies to companies locating in Portage.  In 1903, the City of Portage offered a free building site to the H.J. Heinz Pickle Company.  The company located their salting station at the corner of Brady and Colt in 1904.  The city also offered a free building site to the United Cigar Company.  In 1902-1903, the company erected its 84 by 150 foot warehouse and sorting plant at 110 E. Oneida (45/29).  In 1920, the city attracted the Weyenberg Shoe Manufacturing Company by offering one-third of the capital necessary to establish the factory in the city.  The company located at 923 Adams (45/26).  The operation closed for one year in 1929 and 1930.  The city appropriated $2,000 to assist the re-opening of the plant in February, 1930 (Church 1938: 18, 52; WPA 1938: 52; Register-Democrat 5/12/1920; 9/17/1921; 3/2/1924; 2/13/1930).



The 1898 city charter addressed city beautification.  The city government directed and regulated the planting and preservation of ornamental trees in public places.  Owners of property were to set out ornamental trees.  Judge Guppey and A.J. Turner had promoted and achieved these plantings prior to or during the 1870s (Gale 1929: 4-5).  City government also gained the authority to legislate with reference to city parks by 1898.  The city beautification movement gained strong momentum beginning in the 1920s under the guidance of the city's Park Board created in 1923.  By this era, the creation of parks had become more than beautification.  City planning across the nation called for the designation of recreational areas within or adjacent to the urban landscape.  It reflected a new cultural ethic acknowledging the need to escape the man-made environment of the city and seek relaxation and recreation in natural surroundings.  In the 1920s, park board members included J.C. Leisch, H.V. Tennant, Zona Gale, Ms. Herman Puffer, and Dr. C.W. Henry.  Citizens of leading organizations in conjunction with the board began to clean up undeveloped or abandoned areas in the city and create a series of small city parks.  By 1928, a special citizen's committee worked with the board to develop some of these parks and establish a permanent citizen's park commission (Register-Democrat 1/21/1928; Portage, City of 1901: 19-26, 33; Murtagh 1976; 1986; Portage Daily Register 9/29/1970; 10/12/1972).



Although numerous traditionally recognized outdoor market places existed in Wisconsin, few received official designation as such (Nesbit 1985: 257).  But, since at least 1868, the Portage City charter provided the city with the power to create, maintain, and regulate public markets (Portage, City of 1868: 14).  An 1857 ordinance established a market place for hay and wood with a stand for drays, but the location remains unidentified.  Although block 241 had gradually accumulated buildings along its edges, it served as the Market Square by 1885 through 1894.  In 1902, the city hall and armory building and other retail buildings occupied the site.  It is now the location of the Chamber of Commerce mall.  By 1910, block 163 probably became designated as Market Square (49/22).  Perhaps as early as 1860 but by 1876, Carnegie located his warehouses in block 163 between Cook and Canal and Main and Adams, now Market Square (49/22).  This lumberyard remained through 1889.  Except for one building in the northeast corner which was used for the retail of sash, doors, and blinds through 1901, the buildings were removed from the block by 1894.  By 1910, the block lacked buildings except a city wagon shed and a band stand.  In 1917, it was clearly designated as Market Square Park.  The square, frame bandstand decorated with spindle frieze remained until at least 1929.  In 1934, a work relief group probably funded by the Works Progress Administration (WPA) cleared Market Square (49/22) and erected a retaining wall along its edge.  Market Square probably continued to function as such through 1943 when the Garden Club gained permission to sell garden produce at that location.  However, by the 1930s, the block may have already also become a parking space (Sanborn-Perris Map Company 1885; 1889; 1894; 1901; 1910; 1918; Butterfield 1880: 694; Merrill, Woodard & Co. 1877; Democrat 12/15/1893; 9/3/1909; Murtagh 1986; 1987; 1976; Farrell 1917: 17).



Darius A. Goodyear donated the land for Goodyear Park located at the north end of the triangle between DeWitt, MacFarlane, and W. Franklin north of the schools in 1902.  The city acquired the park as required by a covenant to the deed.  The park may have originally included a fountain, and in 1925-1926, A.R. Barker donated a war monument dedicated to the soldiers and sailors of Columbia County.  The Portage Park Board located the monument (46/30) at the north tip of the park.  The Barre, Vermont granite stone monument is detailed with four carved wreathes, laurel branches, and two bronze eagles.  The Stotzer Granite Company produced the monument.  In 1915, The city constructed a bandstand in the park which remained through 1932 (Murtagh 1986; 1987; Register-Democrat 6/23/1915; 5/15/1925; 10/1/1925; 3/17/1926; Portage Daily Register 9/19/1970).



After the Kiwanis Club established a tourist park or campsite at the future site of Riverside Park in 1921, a group of citizens of Ward 1 under the supervision of Arthur Voertman of the Portage Park Board completed a log shelter house (E. Wisconsin, N.E. cor. of Pauquette, 48/31) in the park in August, 1924.  The city formally dedicated the park at the completion of the shelter.  The tamarack log cabin functioned as a park shelter and meeting place for city groups.  At that time, the park also included a bandstand near the Wisconsin River levee which enclosed a kitchen below, cement walks, flower beds, a parking space, and outdoor gas plates.  During the 1930s, the Portage Chamber of Commerce which had organized in 1929 used the cabin as its headquarters.  Also, the chamber maintained an information center at the park after 1935.  The city began expansion of the park to the south in 1948.  These additional lots included the site of the Washington House, a tavern and hotel erected in 1850 by Edwin Slyvester.  The First Ward School later occupied the lots.  In 1949, the park board added fill and a parking lot and landscaped the area.  In 1948, the businessmen of Portage donated the cost of new benches, a sundial, and picnic tables.  A double, open outdoor fireplace was constructed adjacent to the levee in 1948 or earlier.  At the time of the cabin's construction, log walls completely enclosed the pavilion which now stands as an open shelter with concrete floor and log-supported roof (Register-Democrat 7/12/1924; 6/13/1929; 8/16/1949; 8/19/1949; 5/11/1951; Portage Public Library n.d. [photographs, 1930s, undated article, 9/26]).



Known as the Waterworks Park until 1928, Pauquette Park (32/26) included the site of the Armstrong brickyard and extended from the west end of W. Cook west along the Wisconsin River to the site of the former waterworks at the west end of W. Pleasant.  John Nolin visited Portage in the capacity of a landscape architect during the summer of 1908 when he worked on a master plan for Madison's parks system, particularly the capitol mall.  However, his visit probably focused on the grounds of the Gale house at 506 W. Edgewater (1/21), a Georgian Revival home constructed in 1908 and 1909, rather than Pauquette Park.  The correspondence between Gale and Nolin did not specify the object of his visit (Gale 1908 [4/17/1908: 427; 4/23/1908; 5/15/1908: 7; 8/28/1908: 246, letters to John Nolen and James Olin]).  The area later designated as Pauquette Park remained undeveloped until the 1920s.  Although a 1934 news article clearly indicates that Nolen produced plans for the park in 1914, how closely the park board later followed these plans remains unclear (Register-Democrat 1934 [11/12: 1/7]).  The irregularity of form creating a rustic appearance were common landscaping objectives of that era.



Charles Hall sold the land which included the site of Pauquette Park to the city in 1923.  In 1925, the park board directed the cleaning of several of the three lagoons, the clearing away of brush, grading of the area in the west section of the park, planting lawns, creation of a wading pool for young children, construction of two rustic bridges, and landscaping the park with trees and rock gardens.  The city completed much of this work except for the area in the park adjacent to W. Cook by the fall of 1926.  In September, 1927, an accident placed an automobile in a former clay pit of the Armstrong Brickyard at the east end of the park.  This accident stimulated the completion of the park including the dredging of the pit to create a rustic lagoon.  This work was completed in 1928.  This setting provided material for Zona Gale's story "The Bridal Pond" published in 1930.  In 1929, three women's clubs, the Junior and Senior Golden Gossip Clubs and the Study Club, supported the construction of an entryway (32/26) from the west end of W. Cook into the park.  Thor Landsverk, mason from Rio, finished the random rubble stone gateway, and A.J. Dempsey erected the frame arch with gate, planters, and lamp.  The design of the gateway was intended to blend into the natural background and resemble the Rustic Architecture then used in National Parks.  The rustic bridges remained through 1937.  The original benches and bird bath were later removed.  Named in 1928 by Mary Prescott, the park lay adjacent to the location along the Wisconsin River where Pierre Pauquette maintained his ferry in the 1830s .  In 1936, the state acquired a sixty foot wide strip along the Wisconsin River bank to maintain the levee.  Pauquette Park now includes the rustic gateway, a rustic stone arch bridge, a recent wood bridge, the ponds, landscaped plantings, a 1989 park shelter, and playground equipment (Register-Democrat 1/4/1929; 1/12/1928; 6/15/1925; 10/8/1925; 10/6/1926; Portage Public Library n.d. [photograph, 1937]; Portage Daily Register, 2/25/1936; 5/4/1968; 10/12/1972; Derleth 1940: 87-90, 215).



F.L. Sanborn donated land for a park in the block between Sanborn and Sunset and W. Carroll and W. Franklin in 1930.  This land once included the Sanborn brickyards (Foote, C.M. & Co. 1890; Murtagh 1986).  In 1935 and 1934 respectively, Zona Gale Breese and Elinor Breese offered lots 1 and 2 and 15 and 16 of block 7 of McColloch's Addition to the park board for the creation of Prospect or later Sunset Park.  The park board did not accept this donation until October, 1939.  Located between W. Prospect and W. Pleasant and east of Sunset, the heavily wooded area was known as Prospect Point.  In 1940, a women's committee supported the construction of a council ring as a memorial to Zona Gale.  This structure was intended to form part of an overall landscaping plan for the park which never came to fruition.  The Park Board probably did not begin extensive development of the park including clearing brush and undergrowth, terracing the west end of the park, and building parking areas until ca. 1952.  The park now includes a park shelter and playground area (Wisconsin State Journal 3/10/1931; 11/30/1940; Portage, City of 1930-41 [1939-40: 37, 45-46]; Portage Daily Register 10/24/1970).



In 1943, the citizens of Portage supported the construction of a Roll of Honor in the triangle between MacFarlane, Wisconsin, and W. Pleasant.  Late in 1942, a committee formed to guide the project raised $1000 through private donations.  H.V. Tenant of the General Engineering Company designed and the Kutzke Construction Company erected the ashlar limestone and granite and concrete monument.  In its plate glass cabinet was placed a sign board listing the names of those serving during World War II.  Landscaping around the monument included shrubbery and a flagstone walk.  The city Park and Recreation Board maintained the structure and surrounding grounds and moved it to Veterans' Memorial Park in 1994 (Register-Democrat 5/21-22/1943; Portage Daily Register 11/10/1973).





	Portage, The County Seat of Columbia County



Portage not only served as a retail and commercial center for the county and a broader region to the north, but it also became the center of government for Columbia County in 1852.  Although the county reached its current size in 1846, Columbia like many other counties experienced the usual competition between potential sites for the county seat beginning in 1847.  No county seat was designated for Columbia county in 1846, and it was temporarily placed at Wyocena in 1847.  In 1848, the county seat was moved to Columbus.  In 1852, the Town of Portage City became the permanent county seat, two years prior to its incorporation as a city (Smith 1973: 204-206; Jones 1914 [1]: 80, 103-106; Butterfield 1880: 362-68, 381-83, 603-604; Turner, A.J. 1898; 1904: 14-37, 73, 76; Nesbit 1973: 124).



Although several southwest Wisconsin counties initially followed the commissioner form of county government common to southern states, most counties in the state organized under the county-town system.  Between 1846 and 1849, the Columbia County Commissioner's Court governed the county.  County officials probably included three county commissioners and a sheriff.  The county-town system was not introduced until 1849.  This system paralleled the model established in New York State.  Although an 1841 ruling permitted different forms of county government in Wisconsin, the state constitution of 1848 mandated and the state government finally achieved in 1861 a uniform system of county government following the New York model.  Under this system, the elected representatives from a local unit of government or assembly district formed the county board of supervisors.  This board conducted most of its business through a series of committees.  The functions of the county government were primarily accomplished through elected officials responsible to the board of supervisors including the clerk, treasurer, clerk of circuit court, registrar of deeds, district attorney, sheriff, coroner, and surveyor.  Specialized tasks such as the operation of county institutions were operated by appointed boards.



Because, unlike the relatively autonomous municipality, the county is an administrative unit of the state, county officials executed state mandated tasks.  Historically, these tasks included maintenance of the county road system, the operation of a court system and county sheriff's office and jail, the supervision of land ownership, and the oversight of such social services as the county hospital, normal schools, asylums for the mentally ill, poor farms, and numerous others.  These responsibilities expanded through the nineteenth century.  As the federal government began to penetrate into the operation of state and local governments in the 1930s, these responsibilities increased manifoldly.  Most of these tasks were overseen from the county courthouse and county jail.  But, in addition to matters of government concern, the courthouse also became the center for informal transactions of business, political rallies, other political meetings, and at an early date the meeting of voluntary organizations.  Because it served as the symbolic center for county authority, the architecture of the courthouse grew increasingly elaborate through time.  Some courthouses occupied their own square at the edge of the business center of the county seat.  The jail which was often combined with the sheriff's residence also frequently sat in the courthouse square or an adjacent side street (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 1, government]: 8; Turner, A.J. 1904: 26; Smith 1973: 388).



Partly because the permanent county seat remained undetermined until 1852, construction of the Columbia County Courthouse was delayed until 1863.  In 1852, the county offices occupied the second floor of the Berry mercantile store at E. Edgewater and DeWitt.  The city acquired this building in 1882 as its fire station.  In 1856, the county rented offices in the upper floors of the Vandercook Block (238 W. Wisconsin, 24/32).  The county did not begin the construction of its courthouse until 1863.  The building reached completion in 1865.  Carnegie and Prescott, builders and contractors of Portage, prepared the plans and constructed the building.  Rather than constructing the building on block 180 which had been donated to the county, the county located it on block 239 between W. Conant and W. Pleasant and west of Dewitt, the current site of the county courthouse.  The Carl Frederick Columbia County Administration Building (400 DeWitt, 53/29) replaced the 1864 building in 1961.  The county erected a fireproof building to contain its records adjacent to the courthouse in 1895 (Wisconsin State Register 11/8/1929; Murtagh 1988; Jones 1914 [1]: 111-14; Turner 1903: 35; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1882]).



By 1852, Webb and Bronson donated to the county block 180 near the east end of E. Cook at the northeast corner of Jackson and E. Cook for county purposes.  Because the center of Portage developed at a location well to the west of this block, the county chose to place its combination jail and sheriff's quarters there in ca. 1852.  This type became a very common form for mid-nineteenth century, midwestern county jails (McKay 1991).  After the jail burned in 1864, Carnegie and Prescott replaced the building with a similar type of jail in 1865.  A two story, brick dwelling stood in front of an attached two level, stone jail.  A third sheriff's residence and county jail was erected at this site in 1887.  The current county jail (717 E. Cook) replaced this building (Wisconsin State Register 11/6/1875; Turner, A.J. 1904: 78-79; Butterfield 1880: 454; Jones 1914 [1]: 114; River Times 1851 [5/20: 1/2]).





	Services of the Federal Government in Portage



As in most communities, few buildings directly represent the federal government in the City of Portage. However, it did eventually construct a post office and partially supported several building projects and improvements in the city during the Depression Era of the 1930s.



Until 1934, the post office was located in non-federal buildings with additional functions.  Its location then occurred at the post master's place of business.  The post office of Fort Winnebago placed at or near Fort Winnebago served the Portage between 1831 and 1853.  Since John Kinzie served as the post master from 1831 to 1834, he located the post office in the Agency House (2/15) for part of that period.  By 1836 and probably earlier, the mail came overland from Green Bay at rather irregular intervals.  Henry Merrell replaced Kinzie as the post master in 1834.  Hugh MacFarlane obtained this position in 1845 and 1846.  In the late 1840s, the post office moved to the hotel or adjacent store of Henry Carpenter along E. Wisconsin.  Established in 1850, the post office of Wauonah, soon Portage City, occupied the first floor of Berry's mercantile store.  It later became the Wisconsin State Register Building which stood at the northeast corner of DeWitt and Edgewater, the Liederkrantz Hall at 201 W. Conant, and the fire department when moved to the corner of Clark and W. Pleasant.  By 1854, the mail arrived from Madison at approximately daily intervals.  By 1880, the post office had moved to the Vandercook Block at 238 W. Wisconsin (24/32).  After moving to several other businesses, the post office finally located on the first floor of the Masonic Temple north of the northeast corner of DeWitt and E. Conant by 1902 when the armory moved to the new city hall.  It remained at that location until the construction of Portage's post office building (Register-Democrat 3/15/1940; Turner, A.J. 1904: 86-87; Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929: 26; Farrell 1917: 16; Kinzie 1948 [1856: 308]; Jones 1914 [1]: 68; Butterfield 1880: 652; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; 1910; 1918; 1929; Thwaites 1900: 454-55; Jones 1914 [1]: 220-21).



In December, 1934, the federal government began construction of the post office building at 215 W. Conant (31/17).  Louis Simon served as the supervising architect in 1933, and George O. Von Nerta became the supervising Engineer (corner stone).  Construction of the one story, red brick, Georgian Revival building reached completion in August, 1934.  The Public Works Administration (PWA) probably provided part of the funding for the building project.  The building received a stylistically compatible, one story, red brick addition along the east elevation in 1967 (Register-Democrat 2/19/1933; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Portage Daily Register 12/20/34; 8/17/1935; 1/9/1971; 1/4/1975; Portage Public Library n.d. [photograph).



Portage became the site of a number of building projects supported by the funding and work programs of the Depression Era.  Such support began to shift some of the financial burden of unemployment relief from the local and state units of government to the federal level.  Funding at the federal and state levels also quickly altered emphasis from direct relief to support of work programs intended to stimulate the economy.  The government intended these work programs to advance the development and improvement of public property or benefit the public in some way.  It attempted to fund useful, important work for the jobless to restore self-respect and train as well as provide a limited income.  This work lifted the morale and sustained the skills of many American workers who had lost their jobs because of the state of the economy rather than their negligence.  The Wisconsin Citizen's Committee on Unemployment recommended that county boards and city councils pursue federal funding for scheduled public works projects.  The State of Wisconsin itself passed an Wisconsin Emergency Relief Act in 1932 which supported such public works projects, particularly forestry in northern Wisconsin.  However, this funding was very limited.  Because of its superior ability to collect revenue, the federal government proved more capable of funding jobs than county or local governments.  Channeling the grants through state offices, the federal government and state, county, and local governments shared the cost of and cooperated in the execution of the relief programs.  Much of the funding was directed toward the construction of public works by funding the workers directly or by providing grants to local and county units of government to hire local contractors thus ensuring the continuation of existing companies and expanding their employment potential.



These public works projects became part of the New Deal emergency legislation program inaugurated in March, 1933 which assisted not only the jobless but stimulated the growth of agriculture and industry and the recovery of the banking industry as well as disadvantaged members of society.  The following one hundred days of the Roosevelt administration produced a model for much of the legislation which provided relief during the 1930s (Otis 1986: 5�6; Schlesinger 1940: 1; Cohen 1980).  This complex series of programs included those directly funded through the Federal Emergency Relief Administration, the Civil Works Administration in 1933, the Federal Emergency Relief Administration in 1934, the Civilian Conservation Corps between 1933 and 1942, and the Works Progress Administration between 1935 and 1942 (Howard 1943: 25).  The Federal Emergency Relief Act of 1933 produced for the first time a system of federal relief.  Initially, matching grants were distributed among the states by the Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA) which supervised relief measures.  Prior to 1935, the Wisconsin legislature failed to fund Wisconsin works bills.  To attract funding by the Emergency Relief Appropriations Act beginning in 1935, the State of Wisconsin developed a list of potential work relief projects and created a corporation to provide sources of matching funds (Glad 1990: 375, 449, 464, 468).  The Works Progress Administration (WPA) of 1935 became one of several programs which supported projects to employ those needing work.  The WPA financed light public works defined as socially useful projects.  These projects built roads, airports, and schools and other public buildings, improved parks and waterways, and completed other public service projects.  In comparison to the WPA, the Public Works Administration focused on heavy and durable projects such as dams and bridges.  However, these two federal administrations occasionally supported the same types of projects.  The funding of federal relief projects ended in 1941 with the beginning of World War II (Isakoff 1938: 19�22; Blum et al. 1963: 656�57; Owens 1983: 84; Howard 1973 [1943]: 29, 105).



The Civil Works Administration (CWA) provided funding although not a comprehensive work program like the WPA for public building projects early in the Depression.  Work completed under the CWA in Portage in 1934 included grading and the construction of a retaining wall at Silver Lake Beach (project #9), park construction (project #8), the draining and filling of the fifth ward marsh to create a playground (Project #18), draining tracts in the first ward (project #63), and interior painting and other repair work at public buildings (projects #58 and 80).  In 1935, the local CWA office closed as the federal government introduced parallel and new forms of relief programs (Portage, City of 1930-41 [1933-34: 32, 71-72; 1934-35: 4]).



The City of Portage approved a federally supported, Depression Era project to improve a twenty acre athletic field adjacent to the fairgrounds on May 8, 1934.  Work did not begin until the spring of 1935.  Sixty jobless workmen directly funded by the Wisconsin Emergency Relief Administration (WERA) completed improvements including a fence at the fairgrounds in April, 1935.  The remaining improvements awaited further federal support from the WPA which began in September, 1935.  As project number 6.31, the WPA project provided 70% funding and organized work for the improvement of the buildings at the county fairgrounds and the athletic field as requested by city council resolution number 594 of September 9, 1935 (Portage, City of 1930-41 [1935-35: 40]).  The city thus acquired this funding to pay wages to workers completing the project and buy necessary materials.  It removed these families from the relief rolls by creating jobs which earned subsistence wages.  Project costs totaled $30,000.  In September, work on the fairgrounds employed 32 men and eventually employed 390 men over a period of four months.  New construction included a poured concrete grandstand (Superior and Townsend, NE corner of, 49/8), additional frame buildings, a new lighting system, two locker buildings, landscaping, and a board fence along Wauona Trail.  The project reached completion in March, 1936.  Improvement of the athletic field in 1936 involved landscaping and grading for the three tennis courts, three softball diamonds, a baseball diamond, a football field, and a track.  This portion of the project reached completion in August, 1936 (Portage Daily Register 1935 [8/30: 1/1-3; 9/10: 1/7-8]; 2/4/1935; 4/30/1935; 9/13/1935; 9/18/1935; 3/5/1936; 8/21/1936; Register-Democrat 1935 [11/2: 4/1-8]; Portage, City of 1930-41 [1934-35: 6, 78; 1935-36: 38-40, 46]; WPA 1936-42 [1936, Dist. Ser. No. 6D-855, O.P. 6-53-3087]).



The federal government also provided grants to local governments to support public building projects which then engaged existing architects and contractors.  This approach thus ensured the continued operation of local companies and the employment of their work force.  In August, 1935, the city passed a resolution authorizing the Board of Education to apply to the Federal Emergency Administration for financial assistance with the construction of additional school buildings.  Such assistance paid for 45% of the project's cost and provided a low interest loan for the remainder (Portage, City of 1930-41 [1935-36: 41]; Portage Daily Register 1935 [8/30: 1/1-2]).  In June, 1938, the construction of the fourth high school building, the Julia Rusch Junior High School (117 W. Franklin, 42/30), finally came to fruition as a Public Works Administration (PWA) project number 1149F and contract numbers 1-2-8-9 (Portage Daily Register 6/25/1938; 8/30/1938; Portage, City of 1930-41 [1939-40: 32, 39-40, 52, 90-91]).  In 1932, Parkinson and Dockindorf had provided the plan for the construction which began by October, 1938 and reached completion so that students occupied the building by January, 1940 (Portage Daily Register 8/30/1938).  By April, 1940, this funding also supported the alterations of an existing, unidentified school building (Portage, City of 1930-41 [1940-41: 14]).



The federal relief agencies also supported smaller projects in Portage.  In 1934, the Wisconsin Emergency Relief Administration directly supported the landscaping of the grounds around the recently constructed sewage treatment plant on Wauona Trail (Wisconsin Emergency Relief Administration 1934-35 [series 1461, vol. 11, project B11-18]).  The WPA funded projects improving the water and sewage treatment plants and the water distribution system which involved repairing buildings, replacing mains, installing hydrants, and landscaping in 1937 (Dist. Ser. No. 6D-996, O.P.65-53-2-46).  In 1939, the city also procured Public Works Administration (PWA) funds to construct a garage and warehouse and complete other improvements for its waterworks system.  William A. Kutzke received the contracts (Portage, City of 1930-41 [1939-40: 38-39]).  A second WPA project (Dist. Ser. No. 6D-337, O.P. 65-53-2501) completed improvements in Sunset Park under the direction of the Portage Park Board.  It included landscaping and the construction of paths, seeding, and tree planting.  A flood control project resulted in the construction of levees, the straightening of the river channel, and the removal of trees, logs, and debris along the Wisconsin River in the City of Portage and the Town of Caledonia (Dist. Ser. No. 6D-192, O.P. 65-53-1254) (WPA 1936-42 [1937, n.d.]).  In 1935, additional WPA funding to the county provided monies for a health project investigating the sanitary conditions at public buildings, examining the level of water pollution, and inspecting health conditions at the public schools.  Monies also supported the collection of historical data to compile county histories and guide books (e.g. WPA 1938; Portage Daily Register 1935 [8/30: 1/3]).





	List of Surveyed and National Register Properties Noted in the Text�





Address				Map Code		Notations



923 Adams 				45/26			Weyenberg Shoe Manufacturing Co.



E. Cook, S.E. cor. of Adams   49/22			Market Square



128 W. Cook 			57/15			library, second floor

W. Cook, end of			32/26			Pauquette Park



316 DeWitt 				25/13			American Gas Co. office

Dewitt, so. cor. of MacFar-

  land				46/30			Barker monument



*506 W. Edgewater 		1/21			Zona Gale House



915 Jefferson 			45/23			Wisconsin Power and Light

								  warehouse and machine shop



*804 MacFarlane Road 		7/3			William L. Breese house; 

								  Portage Public Library



110 E. Oneida 			45/29			United Cigar Company warehouse



115 W. Pleasant 			53/30			Portage City Hall



E. Wisconsin, N.E. cor. of	48/31			Riverside Park shelter

  Pauquette



216 W. Wisconsin 			24/25			Portage police department

�	CHAPTER XI: FORMAL SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS IN PORTAGE





	Portage's Voluntary Organizations



Voluntary organizations or formally organized groups of private citizens grew increasingly prevalent after the Civil War.  As communities became more diverse in composition, this institutional form began to replace community action through common consensus.  Thus, these voluntary organizations formed to accomplish duties once done cooperatively and informally by the community.  Each organization defined a few specific shared goals, duties, values, and rules and frequently expressed them in the form of a constitution.  This formal organization allowed groups to last beyond the commitment of the individual members, and it permitted the maintenance of social order in an increasingly mobile society.  Such joint commitment also gave the individual members social identity.  The proliferating number of voluntary organizations eventually acquired and performed many community functions.  And, since these groups formed for specific purposes and joint action, they both crosscut or reinforced the lines of community divisions, particularly religious and ethnic cleavages.  The voluntary organization thus became the major means of association, joint action, and unity in the twentieth century.



Voluntary organizations accomplished a wide range of community tasks.  They entertained, provided fellowship, organized sports, took care of the ill and dead and their families, assisted the working man to improve his working conditions, protected the farmer from unfair market prices and provided him a means to buy cooperatively, reformed society, furthered civic betterment and beauty, and promoted the qualities of the community.  Such organizations included bands and singing groups; debating, literary, and dramatic societies; lyceums; professional societies; temperance organizations; fraternal lodges; basketball teams; women's groups; farm cooperatives; cooperative telephone companies; fair associations; and farmers' groups.  Organized but not formalized activities such as tent shows, musical performances, lectures, circuses, the chautauqua, concerts, and fairs multiplied providing entertainment and occasions for visiting in public buildings, private halls, the opera house and the theater, parks, and open squares.  All these activities brought together a community becoming too large and too diverse to associate informally (McKay 1985; Wyatt 1986 [vol. 3, social and political movements]: 5; Current 1976: 525-26, 535; Nesbit 1985: 484-93; Smith 1973: 391).



Portage supported a large and diverse number of voluntary organizations beginning in the 1850s.  The examples discussed below include those which had a major impact on the community and/or were associated with identified standing buildings.  These voluntary organizations included fraternal organizations, service groups, and business and trade organizations; women's organizations; and health services.



Although some groups maintained their own buildings, most met in private homes, halls above commercial buildings, the churches, and hotels.  The churches frequently sponsored lectures and singing groups.  The Portage or Eulberg Opera House provided space for concerts, lectures, locally produced plays, and commercially produced entertainment (115-117 E. Cook, 56/5).  The public hall above the fire station once at the corner of Clark and W. Pleasant, the Armory and city hall along W. Wisconsin, and in the nineteenth century the Columbia County Courthouse functioned as important gathering places for voluntary organizations.  The Corning House and its replacement the Raulf Hotel (207 W. Cook, 31/22), the Emder House (228-230 W. Wisconsin, 24/31), and Fox House (site of 400 W. Oneida, 47/10) hosted many meetings.  The Masonic Temple or the post office building, now demolished, at 405 DeWitt at the northeast corner of Conant was utilized for meetings of many voluntary organizations other than the Masons.  Early halls which no longer stand included Pettibone Hall at the southwest intersection of DeWitt and W. Cook and Veranda Hall at the northeast corner of DeWitt and W. Cook (Register-Democrat 2/2/1924).  Voluntary organizations also held meetings in the many private halls which occurred above retail buildings: the Eulberg Block (137-139 W. Cook, 56/26), the Graham Block (301 DeWitt, 25/17), the Hillyer Block (320 DeWitt, 25/12), the Odd Fellows Hall (124 E. Cook, 57/26), the Knights of Columbus Hall (228-230 W. Wisconsin, 24/31, later 238 W. Wisconsin, 24/32), Knights of Pythias Hall above the Helmann Building  (214 W. Cook, 24/24; later 131 W. Cook, 56/24), the Masonic Temple (115 W. Conant, 31/15), Modern Woodmen of America Hall (122 E. Cook, 57/25; later 210 W. Cook, 55/7), Maccabee Hall (131 W. Cook, 56/24), the Johnson Block (101 W. Cook, 25/23), Vandercook Hall (238 W. Wisconsin, 24/32), the City Bank Building (202 W. Cook, 57/8), the Grand Army of the Republic Hall (214 W. Wisconsin, 24/24), the Phoenix Block (102 W. Cook, 25/21), Beattie or McDermott Hall, used as a dance hall (305 DeWitt, 25/7), the Michel Building (136 W. Cook, 57/11), the Register Building (309 DeWitt, 25/8), and the Telephone Building (308 W. Conant, 31/19) (Farrell 1917: 19; Smith Baumann Directory Company 1929: 30; Murtagh 1989).





	Fraternal Organizations



Reaching their peak activity after the Civil War to 1910, fraternal organizations were one of the first and most popular types of voluntary organizations.  Their comparatively small size and intimacy and religious and moralistic overtones established a needed sense of order and cohesion which small midwestern communities were losing by the late nineteenth century.  Initially, fraternal organizations primarily existed to provide companionship and offer welfare services such as health and death benefits for their members and improve working conditions.  These latter responsibilities were later assumed by the government.  They provided a new mode of identity as their position in family, church, and community became threatened by the women's movement of the late nineteenth century.  The lodges occasionally organized along ethnic cleavages.  While some groups supported nativism activities in the nineteenth century, others, for example German and Irish lodges, formed in part as protective organizations and groups which eased the transition into a new culture.  Such groups in Portage included the Masons, Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias, Good Templars, and Elks.  By the 1890s, fraternal organizations also began to perform a large number of social, political, and economic functions including community reform movements, social welfare projects, and the promotion of local business.  Women's groups often initiated action in these areas.  Fraternal organizations thus became a social focal point of the male community providing another avenue through which the community could act and sustain itself as informal, joint community action declined.  These services and business organizations included the Chamber of Commerce, businessmen's associations, and other civic improvement groups such as the Kiwanis.  Because of their weak, financial positions, the voluntary organizations began to decline during the depression of the 1930s.  Fraternal organizations met in their own lodge halls and halls above commercial buildings (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 3, social and political movements]: 5; Nesbit 1985: 686; McKay 1985; Smith 1973: 572).



The Masons, one of the oldest fraternal organizations, were formed in England as the Free and Associated Masons and established in America by the 1730s and in Wisconsin in 1823.  The Grand Lodge of Wisconsin formed at Madison in 1843.  They maintained a highly-structured organization, conducting their meetings with much ceremony and ritual.  Membership in the group offered community status and prestige.  Its hierarchy and rules provided apparent order to a highly-mobile, midwestern society.  Thus, the Masons formed mainly a social organization which established strict rules of conduct for its members both within the lodge and in public.  In the late 1860s, the Masons organized the Order of the Eastern Star to open membership to wives and daughters of members (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 3, social and political movements]: 5-2-4; Smith 1973: 571).



Three masonic organizations formed in Portage.  Organized as a chapter of Royal Arch Masons, the Portage Chapter formed in 1856 and received its charter in 1857.  In 1862, the group altered its name to Fort Winnebago Lodge No. 14, R.A.M. and continued to exist in 1883.  Fort Winnebago Commandery No. 4, K.T. formed by 1861 and continued through 1883.  Fort Winnebago Lodge No. 33, was chartered in 1850.  By 1880, they occupied the hall above the Vandercook Block at 238 W. Wisconsin (24/32).  With a membership of 115, the Masonic Lodge with the Guppey Guards organized in 1876 erected a two story, brick Italianate Commercial lodge hall north of the northeast corner of DeWitt and E. Conant in 1883.  Until the completion of the city hall in 1902, the first floor served as the armory.  After the removal of the armory, it became the post office.  In 1936, the masons constructed their current lodge hall or temple at 115 W. Conant (31/15) and dedicated the building in 1937.  E.J. Potter, architect of Madison, provided the design for the Art Deco, two story concrete temple (Wisconsin State Journal 11/5/1929; 5/9/1937; Butterfield 1880: 653, 656; Portage Public Library n.d. [undated photograph]; Register-Democrat 6/9/1950; 1950 [12/14: 1/7, 2/6; 5/25/1937; 5/27/1937; Portage Public Library [Democrat, 1883]; Jones 1914 [1]: 220-221; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; Democrat 7/30/1897; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; 1901).



The Masons organized a chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star, Star of Bethlehem No. 100, in 1897.  Expanding to forty members, the organization received its charter in 1898.  The group met in 1898 above 124 W. Cook (57/17) and moved to 101 W. Cook (25/23) above the Johnson Block in 1905.  In 1906, the Masons invited the group to use their temple at the corner of DeWitt and W. Conant for their meetings.  They then moved with the Masons into the new hall in 1936 (115 W. Conant, 31/15).  The group functioned primarily as a social organization and raised funds for charitable causes (Naset 1973).



An English institution begun in 1774 to benefit laborers, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows (IOOF) was founded in the United Stats in 1819.  Membership grew rapidly in the 1830s.  The ten lodges then existing in Wisconsin created the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin at Milwaukee in 1847.  The organization originally provided its members sickness and death benefits and assisted members' families through a case-by-case decision.  Later, the society formed more for interpersonal interaction emphasizing good moral conduct among its members and engaging in considerable ritual at the meetings.  Assuming a religious character, the Odd Fellows required adherence to the tenets of the Bible.  It thus fulfilled a private need for a definition of order and place in the rapidly-changing communities of the Midwest as did the Masons (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 3, social and political movements]: 5-4; Grabner 1927: 131; Whalen 1966: 124; Smith 1973: 571).



The first Odd Fellows group, Portage Lodge No. 61, formed in 1854 and was dominated by German-speaking members.  Its English-speaking members gradually withdrew.  The English-speaking members reorganized a lodge in 1862.  Wauona Lodge No. 132 of the Odd Fellows became formally organized in 1867 with nineteen members.  In 1868, the German lodge consolidated with this group.  Wauona Lodge No. 132 eventually absorbed the Decorah Lodge of Poynette and the Dells Lodge in 1953.  By 1868, the organization included 75 members, and it hosted the state assembly meeting in 1869 and in 1898.  This group occupied the hall above the Pettibone Block at the southwest corner of DeWitt and Cook for an unknown period prior to 1880.  Following the burning of the building and its contents, the Odd Fellows received a new charter in 1881.  After locating the Temple Hall of Honor, the Odd Fellows rented the hall above the Haertel or Eulberg block (137-139 W. Cook, 56/26) in 1881.  By 1897, the organization had relocated in the hall above the First National Bank (102 W. Cook, 25/21).  The Odd Fellows purchased 124 E. Cook in 1916 and replaced and dedicated the new building (57/26) in 1916.  The second floor hall included a club room, kitchen, dining room, and main hall.  They leased the first floor retail area and rented their hall to other community voluntary groups such as the Equitable Fraternal Union.  The Odd Fellows formed its auxiliary, Rebekah Lodge No. 106, in 1893.  The Portage Odd Fellows joined a higher branch of their order known as the Excelsior Encampment about 1869 and in 1876 a small group from the Odd Fellows organized the Portage Battalion of Uniformed Patriarchs.  Primarily a social group, the lodge sponsored box socials, oyster suppers, and dances.  More recently, the lodge also contributed to the support of youth camps and other causes (Portage Daily Register 1908 [4/16: 3/1]; 7/2/1952: 8; 7/15/1967;  Register-Democrat 12/20/1916; 2/25/1948; 1/22/1954; Butterfield 1880: 659; Jones 1914 [1]: 221-22; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Farrell 1917: 17; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; 1889; 1894).



Several fraternal lodges established in Portage were related to the temperance movement.  The issue first coalesced in the 1850s, became submerged by the tumult of the Civil War, and was rejuvenated in the late 1860s.  During the nineteenth century, the temperance movement also became heavily associated with nativism.  Members of these societies frequently linked their dislike of alcoholic beverages to German and Catholic groups.  Thus, these organizations often devoted their energies to the alteration of the German lifestyle.  Because temperance was never a central concern of Portage's citizens, the Portage groups associated with temperance may have formed primarily for social purposes and perhaps to secondarily advocate the cause of temperance and support the nativism movement as a growing number of German immigrants found their way to the city (Nesbit 1985: 356).



Founded in Saratoga, New York in 1851 and organized in Wisconsin by 1854, the Good Templars advocated personal abstinence from alcohol and prohibition of the manufacture and sale of alcohol through government regulation.  Their techniques of persuasion included education and the formation of a lodge acting as a substitute meeting place for the neighborhood saloon.  By the late 1850s, the Good Templars championed prohibition at the state level.  To this end, the Good Templars placed heavy emphasis on initiation rites, social affairs, and proper forms of behavior.  The Fort Winnebago Commandery No. 4, Knights Templar formed in Portage in 1861.  They joined the state organization in 1862 and again in 1880 when the lodge contained 100 members.  In 1910, they maintained a membership of 110 and met in the Masonic Hall.  The Portage Temple of Honor No. 16 formed in 1875 and possessed a membership of 75 members by 1880.  This group did actively support temperance.  Organized in Portage in 1876 for a short period, Shu-na-ha-ha Council No. 19 of the Mendotas was also a temperance group (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 3, social and political movements]: 2-2, 5-3; Nesbit 1985: 356-57; Robhahn 1981: 18; Butterfield 1880: 658, 660-61; Wisconsin State Register 1867 [5/4: 3/1]; Voshardt 1910: 23).



Founded in 1883 and popular mainly in the Midwest with their headquarters at Fulton, Illinois until 1892 and then at Rock Island, the Modern Woodmen of America primarily formed to offer sickness and death benefits to workmen.  They also required good moral character for entrance into the organization and practiced some religious ceremony (Scott 1972: 144).  Portage Camp No. 646 organized in 1898 and by 1910 maintained their own hall (122 E. Cook, 57/25; later 210 W. Cook, 55/7).  They continued to meet through 1917 (Voshardt 1910: 24; Farrell 1917: 17).



The Knights of Pythias Lodge No. 35 formed as a secret fraternal organization at the state level in 1864.  Portage Lodge No. 35 was founded in 1882 with 22 members but ceased to meet by 1886 and lost its charter by 1888.  A second lodge, Portage McQueeney Lodge No. 104, formed in 1893 at the Masonic Temple located at the corner of northeast DeWitt and E. Conant.  In 1928, it became known as Portage Lodge No. 104.  The Pythian Sisters Lodge, E.C. Gottry Lodge No. 52, was initiated with seventy members in 1922 at the Methodist Church.  The lodge held its meetings in the Grand Army of the Republic hall above the Helmann building (214 W. Wisconsin, 24/24) from at least 1885 to about 1918 when it had moved to the Vandercook Block (238 W. Wisconsin, 24/32) and about 1929 relocated in the Eulberg Building (137-139 W. Cook, 56/26) (Scott 1972: 112, 144; Register-Democrat 4/20/1922; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; Jones 1914 [1]: 222; Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929: 28; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; 1889; 1894).



The Portage Lodge of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks No. 675 (BPOE) became established in 1901.  By 1914, it maintained a membership of 252.  The order functioned as a social fraternity dedicated to conducting their behavior by the principles of "Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love, and Fidelity" (Columbia County Historical Society 1982).  In 1901, the Elks established their club room in the Corning House, the site of the Raulf Hotel (207 W. Cook, 31/22).  By 1917, the Elks had located in the hall on the second floor of 135 W. Cook (56/25).  In 1923, they purchased the Sprecher or Gowran house at 201 W. Conant (31/16) to serve as their lodge hall.  The original house had been constructed in 1882 by Alexander Carnegie, Portage contractor.  In 1930, the Elks added a 62 by 32 foot meeting hall toward the rear of the building along the northeast side.  In addition to functioning as a social group, the Elks participate in community assistance programs and charitable projects (Register-Democrat 8/28/1930; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1923]; Jones 1914 [1]: 223; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929: 27).



The Germans of Portage formed several organizations commonly associated with this immigrant group in other Wisconsin communities.  They frequently founded musical, theatrical, gymnastic, and literary groups.  A male, choral group, the Liederkranz Society of Portage, formed in 1856.  Although composed primarily of German immigrants, the organization did not restrict itself to this ethnic group.  It founder, John Bassi, was an Italian who later operated a musical instrument and home furnishings store at 233 W. Cook (49/24).  In 1867, the society established a select German-English school which emphasized German culture and music.  To house the school, the group purchased the Berry Mercantile Store which stood at the corner of DeWitt and Edgewater and moved it to 201 W. Conant (Wisconsin State Register 1867 [6/29: 3/1]).  After the school experienced financial problems, the society sold the property to R.A. Sprecher.  Either Sprecher or the society sold the building to the city for use as a fire station perhaps by 1882 (Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1870-1882]).  The city moved the store and in 1886 replaced the it with a two story, front gabled building at 115 W. Pleasant.  Sprecher constructed his brick, Italianate dwelling (31/16) on the lot in 1882.  After 1872, the Liederkranz Society continued to practice their singing accompanied by instrumental music on the second floor of the city fire station.  The society provided concerts for special occasions and held annual balls on New Year's Eve.  By 1910, they met in the Eulberg Block (139 W. Cook, 56/26).  The society remained active through 1914 with 35 members.



A second German-American singing society, the Verband, formed in Portage in 1913 with about 100 members.  It additionally served as a German-American support group which consciously supported the retention of selected German cultural traditions.  This group formed as German-Americans in most communities experienced a growing animosity.  In 1877, the Portage Germans also founded a Turnverein, an association which advocated the proper maintenance of both mental and physical health.  Although the society is commonly viewed as a gymnastic group, its members also enjoyed music and lectures concerning the current social issues and frequently maintained a beer hall.  Portage's Turnverein included 63 members in 1880 (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 3, social and political movements]: 5-4; Portage Daily Register 7/11/1970; Butterfield 1880: 661; Jones 1914 [1]: 225; Nesbit 1985: 503).



The Catholic Knights, the Knights of Columbus, and the Foresters were tied to the Catholic Church which forbade association with secret fraternal orders outside the church structure.  In 1885, the St. Joseph branch of the Catholic Knights of Wisconsin was organized with 36 members.  It functioned as a fraternal insurance order offering stipends to the beneficiaries of deceased members.  By 1897, the organization had a membership of 57.  In 1910, it included 38 members and continued to meet through 1929.  The Portage Knights of Columbus Council No. 1637 organized with 63 members as an affiliate of St. Mary's Catholic Church in 1912.  The group functioned as a benevolent society and community service group.  The lodge with other Catholic organizations held its meeting in several halls in the retail area including 228-230 W. Wisconsin (24/31) and 238 W. Wisconsin (24/32) by 1918 until it purchased and remodeled the Underwear Factory Building at 312 W. Wisconsin in 1940.  This building no longer stands.  The Catholic Order of Foresters, Columbia Court No. 319 formed in 1892 with 67 charter members.  The Foresters also functioned as a fraternal insurance and social order.  One identified meeting place includes the hall over the first City Bank Building (site of 202 W. Cook, 57/8) (Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; Jones 1914 [1]: 224; Democrat 7/30/97; Voshardt 1910: 23; Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929: 29; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1918).



Several late nineteenth century fraternal groups formed to provide benefits to blue collar workers.  The Ancient Order of United Workmen (AOUW), the largest fraternal benefit society in the United States with 126 Wisconsin lodges by 1888, included all workmen, especially craftsmen.  Silver Lake Lodge No. 19 of Portage formed as a branch of the AOUW in 1878.  By 1897, it included a membership of 113.  The group functioned as a fraternal and beneficiary organization paying death benefits to the families of deceased members (Democrat 7/30/1897).



Particularly by the late nineteenth century, male societies began to focus their efforts on service to their community or community groups.  Some of the early service organizations such as those formed to assist veterans of war resembled the earlier fraternal groups.  Organized originally for the Union soldiers and sailors of the Civil War, the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) patterned itself after secret fraternal organizations.  It provided mutual assistance and aid for its members and participated in extensive ritual.  But its early political role on behalf of Civil War veterans and its patriotic demeanor separated it from other fraternal lodges.  The GAR formed in Springfield, Illinois in 1866, and its auxiliary, the Women's National Relief Corps, was organized in 1883 at Denver (Stevens 1972: 369).  Later, the GAR expanded its role to honor those who patriotically served in any war and made contributions to veterans hospitals and scholarships.  Portage's Rousseau Post No. 14 established its lodge hall in the Helmann Building (214 W. Wisconsin, 24/24) by 1885 and probably continued to meet there until at least 1910 and probably until 1920.  By 1929, the GAR gathered at the courthouse.  The auxiliary, the Women's Relief Corps, organized in 1884 and met at the same location.  This local chapter formed to assist disabled veterans and their dependents and promote child welfare.  The group raised money through a multitude of ice cream socials and dinners to support the Wisconsin Home for Veterans and other projects designed to provide services for disabled and elderly veterans (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; 1894; Voshardt 1910: 24; Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929: 28; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Grand Army Publishing Co. 1890: 565; Register-Democrat 7/30/1934).



The American Legion was originally formed by World War I veterans in Paris.  The Legion assisted veterans and performed additional benevolent work in the community.  The Richard Mulcahy Post #47 organized in 1919 with fifteen members.  The Legion received its charter in 1924.  In 1919, the group gathered at the Armory on W. Wisconsin and later it met in the hall over the First National Bank (102 W. Cook, 25/21).  After 1936 until 1974, the Legion held its meeting over the fire station at the corner of W. Pleasant and Clark.  The Legion Auxiliary formed in 1922 (Register-Democrat 3/7/1958; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952).  The Cleary-Krech Post of the Veterans of Foreign Wars organized in 1929.  In that year, the group met above the police station on 216 W. Wisconsin (24/25) which it purchased in 1949.  The post later erected a hall on Collins street.  The organization supports community projects and assists indigent veterans and their families (Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952: 25; Murtagh 1986).



Service organizations also maintained the cemeteries.  In 1856, Harrison S. Haskell and Jerome B. Fargo dedicated and improved forty acres of their land to create the Silver Lake Cemetery (44/23) (State Historical Society of Wisconsin, #BC00059).  The Silver Lake Cemetery Association formed in 1857 to plat the grounds, sell lots, and make interments.  The association did not purchase the land in the cemetery from the Haskell heirs until 1888.  The Young Ladies Cemetery Improvement Association raised funds to continue the improvement of the property after the receipt of the lands.  In 1898, the association purchased property north of the cemetery and Cemetery Road to construct a dwelling and adjacent stable for the sexton.  The iron fence which runs along the north property line of the cemetery was also purchased in that year.  Unlike Portage's other cemeteries, Silver Lake Cemetery is irregularly platted with curving drives along its hillsides.  Graves are arranged in family plots and some are surrounded by stone or concrete walls closed by gates.  The cemetery includes two mausoleum vaults.  The 1887 N.H. Wood stone vault sits at the base of the hill.  The German Protestant Cemetery Association organized in 1862 to provide a location for the burial of indigent Germans.  The group initially purchased 25 lots in the Silver Lake Cemetery.  In 1877, John Von Gonten representing the German Protestant Lutheran Cemetery Association purchased the location of the current Oak Grove Cemetery north of Cemetery Road, 44/20).  By 1927, the cemetery had acquired its current name (State Historical Society of Wisconsin, #BC00052) (Murtagh 1987; Foote, C.M. & Co. 1890; Democrat 7/30/1897; Independent 1856 [4/17: 2/4]; Portage Daily Register 5/25/1968; Silver Lake Cemetery Association 1857; Butterfield 1880: 662; Snyder 1878; General Engineering Company 1927; Ogle, Geo. A. & Co. 1901: 276).



Several business associations organized during the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries to promote Portage as a trade center.  Portage businessmen formed the Portage Business Men's Association in 1890 to promote the city as a center of commerce.  Composed primarily of city merchants, the Portage Kiwanis formed in 1921 as a service organization which frequently championed Portage's business interests.  It promoted the city to the growing number of tourists, established several campsites utilized primarily by tourists, improved the Silver Lake Beach area, and strategically placed signs directing tourists to locations of interest.  As a service organization, the Kiwanis provided scholarships and supported youth organizations and projects.  The organization established its office at the Raulf Hotel (207 W. Cook, 31/22).  Seventy-five businessmen of Portage formed the Chamber of Commerce in 1929.  Established at the onset of the Depression, the Chamber's main goals included the attraction of new industries to the city, the expansion of the city's retail services, and the support of civic improvements.  Except for a brief interval, the organization also located its office in the Raulf Hotel.  The Chamber of Commerce placed its information center at Riverside Park along E. Wisconsin and Pauquette (48/31) in the 1930s and may have continued the service into the early 1950s (Murtagh 1986; Register-Democrat 11/16/1922; 8/31/1923; 6/13/1929; 6/25/1929; 1/22/1940; Portage Public Schools 1948-51 [1951]; Portage, City of 1930-41 [1932-33: 37]; Columbia County Historical Society 1982).



Thus, numerous fraternal organizations appeared in Portage particularly during the second half of the nineteenth century.  They formed for specific purposes to accomplish many civic goals, to acquire companionship, to promote proper decorum within the community, and to further business interests.  These organizations accomplished what neither single individuals nor at that period the government could achieve.  They replaced action by informal association, and they offered a means by which to bring greater order to their society.  During the 1930s as the Depression made the organizations less fiscally viable, the federal government began to perform some of the service activities once accomplished by those formal voluntary organizations.





	Women's Organizations



Women's organizations or clubs flourished in midwestern communities.  Denied a voice in public, it was through this avenue that women expressed their views to win public approval for their concerns, petition government, and move male politicians to public action in their stead.  Women addressed such issues as abolition of slavery, temperance, suffrage, the protection of married womens' property, protective labor legislation, education, children's health and nutrition, and civic improvement such sanitation, libraries, and other local reforms.  Most organizations addressed multiple issues.  Through them, women thus provided the driving force for the founding of many of the community's social services.  In the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the stance of such organizations received respect.  During this period, women as the guardians of the household possessed a social image of moral purity and were therefore sensitive to social inequities.  However, although their domestic position sanctioned their position on these issues, these clubs did not encourage confinement to these household duties but drew them into public life.  Primarily white, well educated, middle class women who were frequently the wives of community leaders composed their membership.  The status of many of these women permitted them to donate unpaid labor to their causes.  These women did not merely fill idle time but became extremely committed to the issues advanced by their organizations.  Members of these women's clubs frequently became involved in multiple organizations tackling numerous issues.  These groups importantly offered social companionship.  Usually without their own meeting place, these organizations met most frequently at the private home of members and particularly for larger meetings in church halls, the library, and public halls (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 3, social and political movements]: 4-3-4, 19; Nesbit 1985: 487).



Portage also supported numerous women's organizations.  A small number of these groups included the Women's Christian Temperance Union, Golden Gossip Club, Study Club, Civic League, Wisconsin Federated Women's Club, the Daughters of the American Revolution, and the Railroad Women's Club.  None were unimportant; they all strove to improve their own lives and their community.



Women's organizations frequently addressed the temperance issue.  Formed in Ohio in 1874, the Women's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) focused primarily on temperance but also addressed suffrage and other social reform issues.  Membership grew rapidly across the Midwest and organized in Wisconsin at the state level as the Women's State Temperance Alliance.  Its approach was evangelical but not militant like the stance of the later suffragists.  It succeeded in bringing its message to the public through its well-structured organization, extensive use of the newspaper media, and public lectures aimed at many sectors of society.  The WCTU usually met as an organization in parlor meetings in members' homes and gathered for public meetings in churches and halls.  Portage maintained a chapter of the organization which met at the homes of its members from at least 1929 into the 1940s (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 3, social and political movements]: 2-4; Nesbit 1985: 413; Wisconsin State Register 1944 [9/14: 3/7]; Smith Baumann Directory Co. 1929: 27).



The forerunner of the Women's Study Club formed in 1872 as the Society of Hall in the Grove, a reading group associated with the Presbyterian Church which read popular authors of their period.  Before becoming the Study Club, the group underwent several additional transformations as: the "Anti-Cello" Club in 1881 included a male membership, a little later a Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle, a travel club in 1888, and an historical society in 1893.  These names reflected the changing interests of the group which in 1898 became the Study Club.  Then its general purpose became "...Mutual Improvement and Study as a Means to General Culture and a Higher Intellectual Standard" (Cawley ca. 1973).  Between 1899 and 1935, the club joined the State Federation of Women's Clubs.  In addition to its exploration of a diverse set of ideas, the group became involved in civic affairs.  In 1900, the Study Club with other women's groups such as the Do Nothing Club was responsible for the founding of the Portage Public Library.  Activities ranged from participation in the anti-tuberculosis program, funding such civic improvements as public drinking fountains, the creation of public playgrounds, lending support to a National Marketing Commission, providing support for a new high school in 1915 (904 DeWitt, 42/20), park improvements including the entrance to Pauquette Park (W. Cook, end of, 32/26), and fund raising for the restoration of the Agency House (Agency Road, end of, 2/15).  In 1901, the club sponsored a State Historical Society of Wisconsin convention.  The meeting hosted thirty-five early settlers of the Portage area including A.J. Turner who presented a speech concerning his impressions of early Portage.  The club held many of its meetings in the businessmen's rooms of the Portage City Hall and Armory on W. Wisconsin.  After 1929, the group began to meet in the homes of members (Cawley ca. 1973; Portage Daily Register 3/12/1974; Democrat 7/2/1897; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Voshardt 1910: 25).



The Do-Nothing Society formed in 1894 as the Second Ward Reading Society.  By 1897, the group reached a membership of forty women.  It gathered weekly at the homes of members to listen and discuss readings in American literature as the women did hand work.  The study of English and American authors remained the focus of the group.  The club initiated the movement to form a free-circulating library for the city in 1900.  In that year, the Do Nothings formed a large committee which organized and operated the library placed above the Moran Store at 128 W. Cook (57/15) for a year before offering it to the city in 1901 (Register-Democrat 4/19/1929; Democrat 7/2/1897).



The Golden Gossip Club formed with seventeen members in 1896.  The group established a Junior Club in 1921.  Meetings were held at the homes of members.  The Golden Gossip Club was founded as a study group and established for the support of charitable and civic causes.  In the past, they provided funding toward the Women's Civic League, additional community organizations, the restoration of the Indian Agency House (Agency Road, end of, 2/15), the Divine Savior Hospital at 1015 W. Pleasant and the Divine Savior Nursing Home at 715 W. Pleasant (53/23), the stone arch at the entrance to Pauquette Park (W. Cook, end of, 32/26), and the Portage Public Library (Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Voshardt 1910: 25).



The Women's Civic League formed in 1931-1932.  Zona Gale offered her home to four organizations in the city, the Study Club, Do Nothing Society, Golden Gossip Club, and the Junior Golden Gossip Club.  To maintain their anticipated club house, these groups met to establish the Civic League as an umbrella organization.  In addition to the maintenance of the house, the organization formed to promote cultural, civic, and social events and involve women in the community.  Membership was open to any woman residing in the City of Portage.  Reflecting the ideas expressed by Zona Gale in her writings and public work, its membership even at this date did not bar membership because of race, color or social standing.  In addition to furthering the edification of its members, the organization supported community projects such as scholarships and special education programs, projects for the elderly, and scouting.  Although Zona Gale provided her family home at 506 W. Edgewater (1/21) as a clubhouse for the Civic League and other women's organizations after the death of her father, Charles Gale in 1932, the title remained in her name.  In 1946, Llewellyn Breese, husband of writer Zona Gale, donated the Georgian Revival house in trust to the Civic League.  Gale had the dwelling� built for her parents in 1908-1909 and lived there until her marriage in 1928.  Gale is most frequently identified with those works which describe the quality of small town life in such communities as Portage.  By the 1920s until her death in 1938, she became increasingly involved in civic life.  Associated at the state level with the Progressive Movement and a member of the University of Wisconsin Board of Regents, Gale was locally involved with women's organizations and the Portage Park Board (Wisconsin HPD 1970-93 [1981]; Register-Democrat 10/8/1946; 8/27/1948; Portage Daily Register 12/16/1975; 3/12/1974; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Milwaukee Journal 2/14/1932).



The improvement of the physical qualities of the city remained a vital concern of these groups.  Composed of members from four women's organizations in Portage, the Study Club, the Do Nothings, Golden Gossips, and the Daughters of the American Revolution, the Town Improvement Club formed at the Armory in 1908.  Its purpose became the sponsorship of improvements to promote public health and beautification through plantings and other simple steps.  Its initial efforts focused on the improvement and beautification of private yards (Democrat 3/23/1908; 5/8/1908).



The Wau-Bun Chapter No. 439 of the Daughters of the American Revolution formed in Portage in 1898.  The chapter essentially followed the objectives of the national society which strove to perpetuate the memory of those who achieved independence for American society and foster American patriotism through the dissemination of knowledge about the American past.  The DAR accomplished this goal by conducting research and disseminating the information through publication, the acquisition and protection of historic locations and historical objects, and construction of monuments.  The Wau-Bun Chapter focused on the history of Fort Winnebago and Portage's early settlement.  Projects included placing a memorial in the Fort Winnebago Cemetery, erecting a monument at Fort Winnebago, placing a plaque at the STH 33 bridge over the Fox River and the Wisconsin River ends of Wauona Trail commemorating the 1673 voyage of Marquette and Joliet, establishing a memorial to Pierre Pauquette near the north end of the STH 33 Wisconsin River bridge, and erecting three markers along the Old Military Road.  A majority of these markers were placed by 1930.  Three additional markers placed in 1936 located sites related to Joliet, Pauquette's death, and the Catholic Chapel erected in 1833 at the corner of Adams and W. Conant.  The chapter also ensured the maintenance of the Fort Winnebago Cemetery and restoration of the Surgeon's Quarters and Garrison School (Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Jones 1914 [1]: 223-24).



Sponsored by the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul Railroad beginning in the 1920s, the Railroad Women's Club opened its membership to the families of railroad employees.  In addition to meeting for social purposes, the women provided support to needy families associated with railroad workers during the depression of the 1930s.  About 1925, the railroad brought a one story, front gabled, frame building from Watertown for use as a club house.  Now demolished, the building once sat at the northwest intersection of W. Oneida and Dunn.  Even after the Soo Line purchased the Milwaukee Road in 1986, the women continued to meet at other locations (Murtagh 1987; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1929).



Women's organizations flourished in Portage.  The above clubs merely represent examples of a much larger group.  These organizations provided an avenue for feminine expression.  Their members were the shakers and movers behind many if not most of the civic projects in the city.  These public groups associated and represented an important sector of the community whose members had traditionally occupied a position only in private life.  The organizations assisted these women during a period of rapidly changing roles in a society in which traditional informal interaction often no longer effectively operated (McKay 1985).





	Health Services in Portage



In the mid-nineteenth century, families remained responsible for the care of the sick.  The maintenance of health was one of the last welfare duties to leave the home beginning in the late nineteenth century.  Even surgical and intensive care patients were treated in the home by private physicians until this period.  Prior to the last quarter of the nineteenth century, only military hospitals or infirmaries were the exceptions.  Forts Howard, Crawford, and Winnebago included a small infirmary administered by an army surgeon.  All three infirmaries were crowded, unventilated buildings.  The government improved these facilities by 1840.  At that point, Fort Winnebago possessed a sixty-bed facility divided into three rooms and a kitchen.  The facility not only treated military personnel but settlers in the adjacent community.  Although this hospital no longer remains as a standing building at the site of Fort Winnebago, the adjacent surgeon's quarters continues to stand (W8687 STH 33 East).  Despite the fact that training was limited to apprenticeship and study under an established physician, their number was low during the territorial and early settlement period.  Medical care remained relatively primitive with little agreement concerning the meaning of symptoms or the procedures to treat any diagnosed disease.



The care of the ill, then, generally remained confined to the doctor's office or the private home until late in the nineteenth century.  Communities first established hospitals primarily for the poor and transients to isolate these patients from the rest of society.  Until the mid-1880s, hospitals were often located in large dwellings.  Established in 1848 by the Catholic Sisters of Charity, St. John's infirmary of Milwaukee became the first recognized hospital formed in the state.  The number of hospitals began to rise significantly by the late 1880s and by 1886 major health care facilities existed in Madison.  The turn of the century witnessed the growth of the public health movement which dealt initially with urban sanitation and infectious diseases.  With it came a rapid rise in the number of hospitals intended to isolate patients with contagious diseases.  Institutional forms of buildings began to emerge after the mid-1880s.  Many grew by addition of wings as the demand for institutionalized health services rose (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 3, social and political movements]: 6-1-4).



Medical treatment in Portage followed a typical development from care through general practitioners and specialists in private offices, the founding of small hospitals by the turn of the century, and finally to the establishment of a institutional hospital in 1917.  Since most communities received health care in private homes or in the office of a general practitioner in the nineteenth century, the majority of buildings representing the profession in Portage as elsewhere are dwellings and the upper floors of retail buildings.  Several of the physicians who maintained a long term practice in Portage are identified below.



Dr. William Meacher began his medical practice at Portage in 1870.   He received medical training at Rush Medical College in Chicago.  A member of the State Medical Society of Wisconsin, Dr. Meacher served as its president in 1881 and 1882.  He also became Portage's health officer.  Dr. Bryon Meacher continued William Meacher's practice after his death in 1898.  He joined his father's practice in 1883.  Bryon Meacher gained his medical degree at Rush Medical College and continued his training as an intern at Cook County Hospital.  He also specialized in surgery and was a member of the State Medical Society.  Between 1906 and 1913, he with Dr. A.M. Bellack of Columbus maintained a small hospital in Columbus.  By ca. 1914, Dr. Meacher assisted the Sisters of Divine Savior with their fund drive in support of the Divine Savior Hospital in Portage.  After the hospital opened in 1917, Dr. Meacher became its chief of staff until 1937.  In 1919, Dr. William Taylor, also a graduate of Rush Medical College, joined Dr. Bryon Meacher's practice.  They continued the practice until Meacher's death in 1938.  Taylor maintained a practice until 1976.  By 1883, the Meachers and later his nephew Dr. William Taylor, and Dr. Stewart Taylor who joined the practice in 1948 maintained offices on the second floor of Graham's Drugstore (301 DeWitt, 25/17).  The office remained at this location until the construction of the Taylor Clinic (108 E. Cook, 57/32) in 1957 (Portage Daily Register 8/23/1969; 2/8/81; Portage Public Library n.d. [photograph]; corner stone, 108 E. Cook; Turner, A.J. 1903: 26-27; Jones 1914 [2]: 736-38; American Biographical Publishing Co. 1877: 138-39; State Medical Society of Wisconsin n.d.).



Dr. Alonzo C. Kellogg began his practice in Portage under the supervision of Dr. E.C. Maine in 1870.  Kellogg obtained training at Hahnemann Medical College in Chicago and in 1887 received his medical degree from Bellevue Medical School in New York.  He maintained an office at his home at 424 W. Conant (33/3) and continued his practice into the 1920s (Jones 1914 [2]: 647-48; Democrat 7/30/1897; 10/31/1916; Wisconsin Necrology, vol. 15: 74; Curtis 1994).



Soon after the turn of the century, physicians in Portage first established extended care for the seriously ill in Portage in private hospitals.  These hospitals occupied existing dwellings.  Dr. William J. Thompson opened such a hospital in the former Reed and Alverson dwelling at 615 Lock (39/29) in 1908.  Dr. Thompson and his family occupied the first floor of the Portage Hospital as a residence.  The second floor contained six rooms for twenty patients, a sterilizing room, a diet kitchen, bathroom, and operating room.  Thompson added a large window along the second floor of the northwest corner to serve as the operating room and installed a convalescing porch across the second floor facade of the dwelling.  The hospital received patients from both Portage and the adjacent rural areas.  Dr. Thompson also opened his hospital to the care of patients attended by other community physicians.



After graduating from Rush Medical College in 1886, Dr. Frederick D. Bentley located his medical practice in Portage.  By the mid-1890s, he placed his office in the second story of the Eulberg Block (139 W. Cook, 56/26).  He became a member of both the Columbia County and Wisconsin State Medical societies.   Dr. Bentley founded a second, ten room and 20 bed hospital, the Bentley Hospital, in 1905 at 522 W. Wisconsin (6/2A).  The frame, Queen Anne dwelling erected in 1900 accommodated both the hospital and Bentley's dwelling.  With his medical facility, Bentley became the surgeon for the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul Railroad.  He also served as the city's health officer.  After the construction of the Divine Savior Hospital in 1917, the Bentley Hospital closed in 1916 at the death of Frederick Bentley and Dr. Thompson's hospital remained open through 1918 (Portage Daily Register 1908 [4/10: 3/4; 6/29: 3/1]; 5/17/1969; 5/13/1972; Register-Democrat 12/26/1916; Wisconsin HPD 1970-93 [1992]; Jones 1914 [2]: 726; Farrell 1917: 17; Voshardt 1910: 22; Democrat 7/30/1897; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1918; 1929; State Medical Society of Wisconsin n.d.).



Alois Zienert, a city mayor, donated the building site for the Divine Savior Hospital.  With funds donated by the City of Portage, city organizations, and the Sisters of the Divine Savior, construction of the hospital began in 1916.  Located at 1015 W. Pleasant, the two story, red brick, twenty bed hospital building reached completion in 1917.  Five sisters of the Divine Savior Order staffed the hospital which the state licensed for 24 patients.  Like other hospitals, Divine Savior grew incrementally as the need for additional space and equipment arose and funding became available.  The original portion of the hospital stands between an east wing finished in 1921 and a west wing completed in 1927.  The 1921 wing added twenty hospital rooms to the facility while the 1928 wing provided fifty additional rooms.  In 1945, a new convent (1011 W. Pleasant, 33/16) was erected just east of the hospital.  The vacated apartment used by the sisters in the hospital complex was then converted to additional bed space.  After receiving a federal grant, the hospital constructed a large, four story addition along its west elevation constructed between 1954 and 1957.  The 1928 wing was then remodeled.  These changes permitted the operation of a 135 bed facility (Portage Public Library n.d. [photograph, 1927]; Portage Daily Register 5/17/1917; 9/7/1954; 10/26/1967; 5/17/1969; 5/13/1972; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1918; 1929).



Prior to his death in 1922, Alois Zienert and his wife maintained an informal home for foster children in their residence.  Zienert willed his dwelling and adjacent property at the corner of Armstrong and Prospect to the sisters of the Divine Savior Catholic Order as a retirement home.  When Divine Savior's Annex opened with ten residents in 1923, the sisters also opened rooms to the elderly of Portage.  By 1926, the home had become primarily a nursing home for the elderly rather than for the retired sisters.  Between 1926 and 1965, the Divine Savior Sisters with the assistance of the community and its organizations established a funding drive to raise monies for a new building constructed to fulfill the functions of a nursing home.  In the interim, additions beginning in 1927 were placed on the Annex to update the facility with additional bed space, dietary facilities, a chapel, sun porch, and laundry.  The complex was replaced in 1965-1966 by the current facility (715 W. Pleasant, 53/23) (Portage Daily Register 10/26/1968; 5/13/1972; 2/10/1982: 7 [supplement]; Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929: 29; Columbia County Historical Society 1982).





	List of Surveyed and National Register Properties Noted in the Text�





Address				Map Code		Notations



*Agency Road, end of		2/15			Agency House



Cemetery Road, south side	44/23			Silver Lake Cemetery

Cemetery Road, north side	44/20			Oak Grove Cemetery



115 W. Conant			31/15			Masonic Temple

201 W. Conant 			31/16			Sprecher House; Elks Lodge

308 W. Conant			31/19			Telephone Building

424 W. Conant 			33/3			Dr. Alonzo Kellogg office



108 E. Cook				57/32			Taylor Clinic

115-117 E. Cook			56/5			Portage Opera House

122 E. Cook				57/25			Modern Woodmen of America Hall

124 E. Cook				57/26			Odd Fellows Hall; Order of the

								  Eastern Star



101 W. Cook				25/23			Johnson Block (hall); Order of

								  the Eastern Star

102 W. Cook				25/21			Phoenix Block; Odd Fellows;

								  American Legion

131 W. Cook				56/24			Pythias Hall; Maccabee Hall

135 W. Cook 			56/25			Elks Lodge

136 W. Cook				57/11			Michel Building

137-139 W. Cook			56/26			Eulberg Block; Odd Fellows;

								  Knights of Pythias; Liederkranz

								  Society; office of Dr. Bentley

202 W. Cook				57/8			City Bank Building (hall)

207 W. Cook				31/22			Raulf Hotel; Kiwanus

210 W. Cook				55/7			Modern Woodmen of American Hall

�Address				Map Code		Notations



214 W. Cook				24/24			Helmann Building; Knights of

								  Pythias

233 W. Cook				49/24			John Bassi, musical instruments

								  (Liederkranz Society)

W. Cook, end of 			32/26			Pauquette Park



301 DeWitt				25/17			Graham Block; Meacher and

								  Taylor, physicians' office

305 DeWitt				25/7			Beattie/McDermott Hall

309 DeWitt				25/8			Register Building

320 DeWitt				25/12			Hillyer Block

904 DeWitt				42/20			third Portage High School

								  (Clough Administration Bldg.)



*506 W. Edgewater 		1/21			Zona Gale House



615 Lock 				39/29			Portage Hospital; Dr. Thompson



715 W. Pleasant			53/23			Divine Savior Nursing Home

1011 W. Pleasant			33/16			convent, Divine Savior Hospital



E. Wisconsin and Pauquette 	48/31			Riverside Park shelter: Chamber

								  of Commerce



214 W. Wisconsin			24/24			Grand Army of the Republic Hall

216 W. Wisconsin			24/25			American Legion

228-230 W. Wisconsin		24/31			Emder House; Knights of Columbus

								  Hall

238 W. Wisconsin			24/32			Knights of Columbus Hall; Masonic

								  Hall; Knights of Pythias

*522 W. Wisconsin 		6/2A			Bentley Hospital



*W8687 STH 33 East					Surgeons Quarters

�	CHAPTER XII: RECREATION AND ENTERTAINMENT:

	PORTAGE'S CURLING RINKS, OPERA HOUSES, AND THEATERS





	Curling in Portage



The Scottish sport of curling became a noted pastime in many Scottish-American communities.  Although Portage itself did not possess a large Scottish population, the adjacent towns of DeKorra and Caledonia included a large settlement.  As at other early centers of Scottish population such as Milwaukee, once this group introduced the sport of curling, the community adopted it as its own.  Curling was played by 1850 in the towns adjacent to Portage.  The first club at least informally organized in Portage about 1850-1851.  Each club probably included multiple teams which were each composed of four individuals.  The Portage curling team known as the Crusaders won the International Curling Trophy at Winnipeg in 1879.  Eventually, clubs also organized at Arlington, Pardeeville, Lodi, and Poynette.  With numerous clubs in existence, the Portage Curling Association organized and formed a stock company in 1910.  The membership then totaled fifty.  By 1929, a similar organization called the Wisconsin State Curling Association placed its headquarters in Portage at the curling rink near the Wisconsin River locks (Wisconsin Daily Register 1910 [1/6: 3/2]; Voshardt 1910: 25; Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929: 29).



Curling was played on the Milwaukee River by the Scots as early as the 1840s, and the Milwaukee Curling Club was organized in the 1854.  Thus, Portage's club may be one of the first or second established in Wisconsin.  The curlers organized in four-man teams or rinks.  Game paraphenalia included stones, composed first of wood or iron and later of granite and surmounted by handles.  The game involved the throwing of the stone across a sheet of ice into a target or tee or house.  It consisted of three marked, concentric circles each with bulls eye or button.  The winning of points depended on the closeness of the stones to the buttons.  Brooms were used to smooth the ice surface and affect the speed and direction of the stone as it moved across the ice toward the button.  At Portage, iron replaced wood stones in about 1870, and John Graham, the druggist, purchased granite stone from Leith, Scotland about 1880 (Portage Daily Register 3/14/1960; 3/25/1972; 11/8/1975; Jones 1914 [1]: 131; Vollmert 1988).



In Portage, the curlers initially played near the bank of the Wisconsin River and on Silver Lake.  In 1879, the group erected a shed over the canal which sheltered two sheets of ice.  In 1889, J.H. Wells purchased a former roller skating rink at the northwest corner of Wisconsin and Conant and converted it to a curling rink (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; 1889).  Later, the group placed an enclosed rink on the site of the creamery (233 W. Edgewater, 23/2).  In addition, the canal was again utilized at this time.  In 1910, the association continued to use these latter two sites for a while and constructed its enclosed four rink curling rink south of the canal and adjacent to the Wisconsin River.  By 1923, the Curling Association sold their other rinks and added five sheets, a lobby, and basement locker room to the 1910 rink.  Fire destroyed this rink in 1945.  The foundation of this or a related building remains visible.  In 1949, the club erected a new, four sheet facility at 107 W. Albert (Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Milanowski 1992; Portage Daily Register 11/8/1975; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1929).

�	The Performing Arts and Motion Pictures in Portage



In addition to the voluntary associations which formally organized Portage's community activities, entertainment also occurred on a more informal basis.  Frequently, a private individual or business hosted the activity for a minor fee.  For example, Mr. Emder held his annual Fancy Dress and Masked Ball in midwinter at Pettibone Hall by 1864 (Wisconsin State Register 1864 [1/9: 3/1]).  Dances with a hired band occurred in the local halls on a frequent basis.  By the 1870s and probably before, Portage celebrated July Fourth at the courthouse square with orator, bands, and singing by the Liederkranz Society.  The Guppey Guards hosted an annual ball after 1876.  Chautauqua entertainment lasted six days at the bandstand in Goodyear Park located south of the intersection of MacFarlane and Dewitt in June, 1915.  The entertainment included instrumental performances, singing, a lecture series, addresses, dramatic performances, and recitals.  Although the meetings occurred in Portage by 1885, the Chautauqua became an annual event at Portage in the second decade of the twentieth century.  By this period, the performances were held in tents in the school yards and in the market square at the corner of E. Cook and Adams.  Professional troupes and minstrel shows presented performances as early as 1867.  Churches held ice cream socials and strawberry festivals to raise money.  The Baptist Church held its strawberry festival in 1867 at Pettibone Hall to improve their meeting house (303 E. Conant, 30/13).  Small circuses probably visited Portage on a fairly regular basis.  Howe's and De Haven's circuses performed in 1867.  The Orton Brothers Circus wintered at the site of the fairgrounds at Superior and Thompson in Portage by 1854, and they performed at Portage by 1856 and continued to winter at the city through 1880.  Ringling Brothers circus visited frequently and employed a number of citizens in Portage.  The circus grounds were located at Lennon field, later the site of the tobacco warehouse (110 E. Oneida, 45/29).  The Ringling Brothers as well as the Burr Robbins and Hall and McFlynn circuses performed at this location.  The Adam Forepaugh Circus also held its performances in that general vicinity (Independent 1856 [7/24: 2/5]; Register-Democrat 6/23/1915; 1937 [7/24: 1/6-7]; Wisconsin State Register 1867 [5/18: 2/3; 6/29: 3/1]; Nesbit 1985: 502-503; WPA 1938; Butterfield 1880: 589; Portage Public Schools 1948-51; Jones 1914 [1]: 47-48).



Both indoor and outdoor band concerts were common events in Portage, particularly on Saturday nights when surrounding farmers conducted their business in Portage or during community or private celebrations.  While voluntary organizations sponsored most of the community bands, the Schulze family led by its patriarch, Benjamin Schulze, composed its own band.  This family band formed in Saxony in 1825.  Benjamin Schulze emigrated from Saxony in 1850, settling adjacent to Silver Lake in the same year.  After 1850, Schulze with two brothers-in-law and his sons Charles, Henry, Frank, Herman, Ferdinand, and Frederick played at celebrations and gatherings in Portage through 1880.  Additional bands included a brass band established in 1867 with private subscriptions.  In 1895, the Portage Band met above the city fire station at W. Pleasant and Clark.  It included a membership of 28.  The Carnegie Music Company Band and Orchestra organized in 1896 with ten founding members.  F.W. Schulze eventually led this band.  They performed summer band concerts.  Composed of ten members, the Memorial Orchestra formed in 1902.  The city supported a municipal band which presented summer concert series by 1926 and continued to play through 1935.  In October, 1926, it played at the new waterworks park, known as Pauquette Park by 1928 (Butterfield 1880: 651-52, 55, 925-26; WPA 1938: 46; Democrat 7/30/1897; Wisconsin State Register 1867 [6/29: 3/1]; Portage, City of 1930-41 [1934-35: 80]; Voshardt 1910: 22; Register-Democrat 10/6/1926).  Band concerts occurred in the private halls or at the band stands at Goodyear Park by 1915 through 1934, Riverside Park by 1924, and Market Square between at least 1910 and 1929 (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1910; 1929; Register-Democrat 6/23/1915; 7/12/1924; Murtagh 1987).



The number of entertainment halls rose rapidly in the 1870s as Wisconsin communities expanded and provided a sufficiently large audience to support them.  Elaborately constructed opera halls placed along the main streets displayed the prosperity of the community and attract well-known performers.  The construction of railroad lines across the state by the 1870s also provided an economical means to transport the professional troupes long distances.  The kind of entertainment also shifted during last quarter of the century as the size of the middle class expanded and demanded improved performances.  Prior to 1870, stock companies with a visiting star playing the lead role characterized these performances.  They depended on the community to supply the remainder of the cast.  However, as theater productions became profitable, traveling troupes produced the entire show (Newby 1993).



Many of the concerts and other entertainments occurred at the Dullaghan, Portage or Eulberg Opera House (115-117 E Cook, 56/5).  John Dullaghan, a private businessman, erected the two story, cream brick building in 1879.  Originally, it displayed a relatively elaborate, commercial Italianate style.  Samuel Stotzer of Portage's Stotzer Granite Company carved the marble name and date stone once positioned under the center gable.  The wide, central interior stairway led to the second floor hall placed above a double retail space.  The hall seated 350 guests, the stage measured 29 by 51 feet with an orchestra pit placed before it, and it included four, rather small dressing rooms.  John Dullaghan managed and owned the Portage Opera House until 1886 when Hadfield Company purchased the building and Alexander Carnegie replaced him as the manager.  Carnegie continued to arrange programming and John Thompson maintained the Opera House until about 1920.  The Eulberg Brewing Company acquired the building about 1915 after its ownership by A.W. Stark beginning in 1901.  Following Carnegie, Julius Eulberg served as the manager and booking agent of the Eulberg Opera House or Empire Theater.



Dullaghan opened his opera house with a grand ball presented by the Guppey Guards on September 15, 1879.  Located on the main Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul Railroad line, Portage had ample access to traveling troupes and other entertainers.  Shows booked at the opera house included musical performances frequently advertised the preceding noon by parades along Cook Street.  Stock companies accompanied by their own bands remained up to a week performing a different repertoire each evening.  Professional performances included melodrama, musicals, slapstick comedy, minstrel shows, travel lectures, and fashion shows by local clothing shops.  Plays included Shakespearian tragedies and performances such as "Uncle Tom's Cabin," "The Farmer's Daughter" or "Remember the Maine," and in later years movies.  Local, amateur drama groups and organizations also presented home talent shows.  About 1913 after Zona Gale wrote "The Neighbors," a drama teacher at the high school produced the play with local talent at the Opera House.  Voluntary associations frequently presented fund raising performances.  The Liederkranz Singing Society presented benefit concerts.  High school graduation occurred in the Opera House before the construction of the 1917 high school.  An orchestra was made available for each function when not provided by the stock companies.  The Opera House closed in 1929 as movies rose in popularity.  The building was then extensively remodeled on both the exterior and interior to house Montgomery Wards which occupied the building through 1955 (Portage Daily Register 1960 [3/7: 8/4-8]; 1967 [2/18: 1/1-7, 3/4-5]; 2/7/1970; 7/10/71; Butterfield 1880: 654; Voshardt 1910: 22; Mohr 1952).



Silent motion pictures first became available in the mid-1890s when they were shown for their novelty as much as for their content.  These early movies proved to be short, poor in quality, and illustrated some scene from daily life.  Longer films illustrating a story with a central plot awaited the first years of the twentieth century.  Theaters first utilized them as fillers between the acts of Vaudeville shows.  During the first decade of the twentieth century, movies gradually became the entire show.  Retail buildings and warehouses served as the early movie theaters or nickelodeons, a name which connoted the fee charged for admission.  The seating, if any existed, and the screen, a white wall or piece of material, were primitive.  As the popularity of movies rose in the first decade and the audiences at Opera houses diminished, managers added movies to their repertoire.  Buildings intended to show only movies opened after 1905, and quickly multiplied thereafter.  Like the opera houses, these theaters stood along the main street.  By 1906, businessmen began constructing chains of nickelodeons and movie theaters in the Milwaukee area.  With the construction of more elaborate movie theaters by 1910, the comparatively meagerly furnished nickelodeons fell into disfavor.  By the mid-1920s, the movie palace began to replace the movie theater.  The movie theater retained a stage on which live entertainment supplemented the movie while the stage was absent from the movie palace.  The interiors grew more elaborate and by 1927 some known as atmospheric theaters were designed according to historical and or cultural themes.  In 1927, the first motion pictures with sound were introduced in Milwaukee.  The building of movie theaters also peaked in this year.  Attendance continued to climb rapidly even during the Depression and did not decline until after 1946.  Prior to this period, movie theaters not only entertained but informed the viewers through newsreels.  By the 1950s and 1960s entertainment and such edification became available through the television (Newby 1993).



After the turn of the century, the Portage retail district also contained several make-shift theaters.  Fred Fink and H.H. Niemeyer opened a nickelodeon or the Electric Theater in the Emporium Block at the southeast corner of DeWitt and E. Conant just after the turn of the century.  Fink and Niemeyer later moved their theater to 213 DeWitt (25/4) about 1910.  Then, it became known as the Crystal theater.  Also by 1910, John Hettinger and others ran the Majestic Theater in the Corning House Block, the current location of the Raulf Hotel at 207 W. Cook (24/33).  S.J. Huber managed the Gem Theater in the Huber Block at 113 E. Cook (56/7) in the same period.  These theaters probably operated like Nickelodeons.  The Home Theater Company owned by Walter Judson, H.M. Comstock, and F.G. Avers erected the Home Theater building at 114 E. Cook in 1910-1911 (Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1910]).  Probably the first building erected as a movie theater in Portage, it was constructed of white enamel brick.  The building contained a lobby and large auditorium with seating for 352 and a stage.  The theater was redone in 1950 and replaced by the J.C. Penney building (112 E. Cook, 57/31) in the 1960s.  These theaters also featured live entertainment between shows including Vaudeville acts (Voshardt 1910: 22; Portage Public Schools 1948-51; Portage Daily Register 4/11/1950; 4/22/1972; Columbia County Historical Society 1982).



The Fisher Paramount Theater Company erected the Portage Theater at 314-322 W. Wisconsin (31/20) in 1927.  It opened as Brin's Theater Company.  The brick veneer, tile Period Revival building included a stage, scenery, asbestos curtains, and dressing rooms.  Although this theater was more elegant than its predecessors, the Portage Theater was still a movie theater with a stage rather than a movie palace.  During the Depression, the theater closed for several years until its purchase by F.J. McWilliams of the Portage Theater Corporation.  Over the years, the theater played not only movies but sponsored Vaudeville acts and live stage performances and provided space for community activities.  In 1985, the interior was divided into three theaters and the exterior was enlarged along its northwest elevation using a similar size and color brick and similar detailing visible along original building (Murtagh 1989; Columbia County Treasurer 1863- [1927]; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1929).





	List of Surveyed and National Register Properties Noted in the Text





Address				Map Code		Notations



303 E. Conant			30/13			former Baptist Church



112 E. Cook				57/31			J.C. Penney

113 E. Cook 			56/7			Huber Block; Gem Theater

115-117 E. Cook			56/5			Portage Opera House



207 W. Cook				24/33			Raulf Hotel; Majestic Theater



213 DeWitt 				25/4			Electric Theater



314-322 W. Wisconsin 		31/20			Portage Theater

�	CHAPTER XIII: THE ARCHITECTURE OF PORTAGE





	Introduction



The primary goal of the intensive survey of the City of Portage was the identification of single properties and districts potentially eligible for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places.  A street by street and property by property survey within the corporate limits of the city isolated ten districts with 428 properties and 55 individually eligible properties.  A reconnaissance survey inventory card with photograph and the first two pages of the intensive survey form were completed for each of these properties.  An architecture/history sheet, page 3, accompanied those intensive survey forms for properties located in the two districts proposed for nomination, the Portage Retail District and the Portage Industrial Waterfront.  Using the criteria established by the National Historic Preservation Act and the Historic Preservation Division of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, each surveyed property within a district was designated as contributing or noncontributing.  Those properties eligible as individual properties whether standing within or outside a district were also distinguished.  Prior to the commencement of the 1992-1993 survey, one additional district nominated in 1992, the Society Hill District, and seven additional individual National Register properties existed within or immediately adjacent to the city.



The architectural history presented below describes the extant architecture primarily within the city limits of Portage.  Portage displays a wide range of architectural styles and forms within the city with extant buildings dating as early as the 1830s.  The descriptive summary of pre-1943 building materials and architectural styles presented in this chapter discusses those buildings which are potentially eligible for the National Register as either contributing buildings or individually eligible properties.  Although the discussion emphasizes architectural examples located in the 1992-1993 survey, properties already listed on the National Register are noted at several points to facilitate discussion.



The discussion of Portage's architecture divides into three sections.  The first discusses the known sources of materials utilized in construction.  The second section examines the development of the building styles in Portage in two sections: domestic, eclesiastical, and civic styles and commercial and industrial styles.  This division acknowledges the variation in architectural terminology between these two categories.  A brief discussion of each style is followed by several examples draw form the Portage survey.  This summary illustrates the influence of the national styles on local Portage architecture.  The local interpretation of these styles results from many influences including knowledge of the popular styles by the owners, builders, and architects; the existing materials; the available skill of the builders and architects; and personal taste.  The third section describes the architects, builders or general contractors, masons, and carpenters identified during research.  The business directories and other sources identify many additional builders, masons, and carpenters not included in section 3.  The discussion involves only those individuals tied to the design or construction of specific buildings or known to have been associated with the construction of a substantial number of buildings in Portage.





	Section 1: Building Materials





Wood



Portage's wood building stock is almost exclusively frame.  The Surgeon's Quarter remains the only identified log building in or immediately adjacent to Portage.  In 1828, the army purchased the Surgeons Quarters and the surrounding property from Francois LeRoy.  He probably erected the building between 1819 and 1824 but no later than 1828.  This one story French-type log, U-shaped building is composed of vertical timbers either set into a trench which was backfilled with earth or into a sill.  The log frame is then covered with siding (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 4-2; Wisconsin HPD 1970-93 [1970]; Curtis 1974; Register-Democrat 2/28/1939; Meindl 1991: 29).



The immediate vicinity of Portage offered few sources for lumber.  After constructing temporary quarters of local tamarack at Fort Winnebago, Jefferson Davis procured pine for the construction of the timber frame fort buildings from the Yellow River, a location fifty miles north of Portage (Clark 1908 [1879]: 310; Turner, A.J. 1898: 70-74).  During the nineteenth century, the source of lumber remained the pineries along the Wisconsin River to the north.  Portage's mills and later its sash and blind factories received their raw materials from this source.  However, Portage mills served only local needs.  Most of the lumber rafts headed to large finishing yards on the Mississippi or locked through the canal to Fond du Lac or Oshkosh (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, industry]: 7; Hunt 1853: 178).  Most of Portage's wood-related crafts and industries focused on finishing and the production of wood products, for example the crafting of furniture.  Although few traces of these crafts remain, they did compose a significant part of Portage's early economy (Smith 1973: 527; Register-Democrat 1935 [8/31: 1/4-6]).



Builders and contractors in Portage, then, did not utilize locally available woods.  Beginning operation coincident with the initial settlement of Portage, sawmills and their associated lumberyards provided roughly finished lumber from wood rafted down the Wisconsin.  As rafting first developed along the Wisconsin and then along the rivers tributary to the Fox ended in the 1880s, the local lumberyards stocked their yards with lumber brought by rail.  Through the early decades of the twentieth century, much of this lumber still came from the north Wisconsin pineries.



In 1843, Solomon Leach constructed one of the first small sawmills in Portage on an island in the Wisconsin River near the Wisconsin River Bridge.  The mill burned in 1845 (Butterfield 1880: 633).  In 1853, Campbell & Scott rebuilt their 1850 steam saw-mill which had recently burned (River Times 1853 [5/2: 2/3]; Butterfield 1880: 633).  Between 1860 and 1879, Josiah Arnold maintained a small sash and blind factory and planing mill with one and three employees respectively (U.S. Bureau of the Census 1860 [industrial schedule]; Butterfield 1880: 876).  Franklin H. Lewis operated as a dealer in lumber and sashes, doors, and blinds by 1876 and owned timber lands along the Yellow River (Butterfield 1880: 910; Merrill, Woodard & Co. 1877).



In 1850, Carnegie and Learmonth operated a horse-powered planing mill in the area between Cook, Canal, Jefferson, and Monroe.  In 1851, they moved to the north bank of the canal and added a steam engine in 1854.  Carnegie may have also operated a sawmill along the Wisconsin River opposite Wauona Trail between 1855 and 1860 when the course of the river altered in 1860.  Carnegie relocated the mill in 1857 to the Goodyear lumberyard west of Wisconsin and north of the canal.  He erected a steam and planing mill by 1860 near the site of the original 1850 mill along the canal.  In 1876, Carnegie formed a partnership with James O. Prescott, a builder, which continued until about 1891.  In 1876, they established a sash, door, and blind factory at the recently rebuilt one story, brick mill.  They dealt in lumber, lath, shingles, doors, sashes, blinds, and glazed windows.  Still operating in 1885, closed by 1889, owned by W.H. Gray in 1901, and in ruins by 1910, the planing mill building was likely located near the southeast corner of Jefferson and W. Edgewater (Wright 1890).  Perhaps as early as 1860 but by 1876, Carnegie located his warehouses in block 163 between Cook and Canal and Main and Adams, now Market Square.  This yard remained through 1889.  The company sold their products in the Wisconsin market.  Carnegie and Prescott also operated as building contractors who completed many of the major business, public, educational, and religious buildings in Portage (Wisconsin Visual and Sound Archives n.d.; WPA 1938: 37; Butterfield 1880: 694, 876, 920; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1870; 1880; Sanborn-Perris Map Company 1885; 1889; 1894; 1901; 1910; 1918; Merrill, Woodard & Co. 1877; Democrat 12/15/1893; 9/3/1909).



Between 1863 or 1864 and 1882, Robert Wentworth established a lumberyard north of the canal, east of Wisconsin Street and south of E. Edgewater.  In 1875, Wentworth carried a large stock of dressed lumber, shingles, lath, doors, blinds, moldings, glazed sashes, brackets, and door and window frames (Graham 1875).  In 1879, Wentworth purchased a planing mill from the James Fife & Co. foundry.  He processed his lumber products in the same building with his feed mill near his elevator at 131 E. Mullett (48/20).  Wentworth sold his yard by 1884, probably to Oscar Van Dusen (Portage Daily Register 9/3/1909; Democrat 7/30/1897: 1; Butterfield 1880: 634).



Christian F. Mohr began dealing in lumber in 1869.  In 1888, Prentice and Mohr began operation of the former Van Dusen lumberyard.  Oscar P. Van Dusen with Gallett and Breese ran the lumberyard by 1884.  This yard was the earlier location of the Wentworth yards described as east of Wisconsin along the north bank of the canal.  Prentice and Mohr dealt in lumber, sashes, blinds, doors, building paper, salt cement, coal, and lime.  C.F. Mohr reorganized his company with Samuel Stotzer in 1901.  The Mohr-Stotzer Lumber Company advertised as manufacturers of pine, hemlock, and hardwood lumber.  The company was again reorganized in 1913.  At that time, it also maintained its mills at Holt, Wisconsin and its main office at Wausau.  The C.F. Mohr Lumber Company erected the lumberyard office in 1901 at 201 DeWitt (25/0), and continued to operate the lumberyard east of Wisconsin through 1930.  By 1937 through 1948, the company and office were owned by the Barker Lumber and Fuel Company.  By 1951, it had become the York-Barker Lumber Company.  A.J. Weir owned the east portion of the former Van Dusen lumberyard along the canal from 1887 through 1910.  He dealt in lumber, lath, shingles, moldings, coal, and wood.  In 1917, Consumer's Lumber and Coal Company purchased the yard.  Consumer's Lumber Company sold their lumberyard to Brittingham and Hixon in 1936.  Sometime after 1955, this company purchased the York-Barker yards just to the west (122 E. Edgewater, 24/13) (Portage Public Schools 1948-51; Portage Daily Register 5/12/1936; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; 1889; 1894; 1901; 1910; 1918; 1929; Register-Democrat 9/22/1922; Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889; Butterfield 1880: 916; Jones 1914 [2]: 563, 639).



Since pine lumber remained a comparatively inexpensive material through the 1940s, wood frame construction composed much of the domestic architecture in Portage.  Because siding covers these frame buildings, the type of wood framing, timber or balloon frame, remained difficult to identify during survey.  Although timber frame construction was utilized in outbuildings through the nineteenth century, balloon frame construction gradually developed from timber frame construction by the 1870s.  The timber frame structure consisted of heavy, vertical posts which support heavy horizontal members on which the floors are placed.  The timber members were joined with wood pegs.  Diagonal cross pieces stabilized this system which was then enclosed with sheathing and wood siding.  Several timber frame buildings exist in Portage.  They include the Henry Merrell House (505 E. Cook, 29/29) which was erected between 1835 and 1839 across the Fox from Fort Winnebago and later moved (Wisconsin HPD 1970-93 [1993]), the 1855 Greek Revival Methodist Church (Independent 1855 [6/28: 2/2]) later converted to a dwelling at 216-218 W. Howard (38/28), the Wentworth Elevator at 131 E. Mullett (48/20) erected in 1862 (Wisconsin State Register 1862 [9/20: 3/1]), and the Agency House (2/15) at the end of Agency House Road which was erected in 1832 (Kinzie 1832 [letter, 10/1/32]).



The origin of balloon frame construction remains in dispute.  It existed in Chicago by the 1830s.  This method substituted the heavy timber members and wood pegs with lighter lumber and nails.  Vertical studs rising the full height of the building formed the framing for the walls to which the horizontal joists were attached.  The whole framing was then secured with nails.  The evolution of the balloon frame from the timber frame occurred gradually.  Known as the platform frame, those wood frames often extant in buildings of the 1860s through the 1880s and occasionally as late as the 1890s often possessed some supporting timber members and the studs often rose just one rather than a full two stories.  An increasing number of timber members were replaced by sawn lumber, fewer joints were pegged, and the use of cut nails grew more commonplace.  The introduction of the balloon system of framing coincided with the growth of the lumber industry in northern Wisconsin.  The industry was able to provide a significant quantity of pine lumber to the Wisconsin building trade by the 1850s.  Although the lumber industry in Wisconsin gradually declined in the first several decades of the twentieth century, balloon frame construction remained popular as an inexpensive and quick means by which to construct particularly domestic architecture (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 4-4-5; Perrin 1962: 12, 61).





Brick and Portage's Brickyards



In Portage, cream brick remained the primary material for the construction of commercial, civic, and industrial buildings and churches from the 1850s through the first two decades of the twentieth century.  The fire laws of Portage mandated fireproof materials for buildings in  the central business district of Portage by the 1860s (Portage, City of 1868).  Although frame dwellings predominated, cream brick was also utilized to construct domestic architecture during this same period.  With few exceptions, most of the brick was laid in a common bond with multiple rows of stretchers separated by a single row of headers.



Large clay deposits existed in pockets within the City of Portage.  These pockets of white clay occur no deeper than 39 inches below a red surface clay .  A heavy concentration of calcium and magnesium in these clays produces the buff or cream color of the Portage brick (Salkin 1980: 9).  The four brickyards of Portage produced sufficient quantities of brick, primarily pressed brick, to supply local builders and to export small quantities to Wisconsin and Minnesota during the nineteenth century (Butterfield 1880: 599).



In 1854, Collipp rented his lands north of Silver Lake and east of Silver Lake Drive to Jurgens and Dreyer who first established the brickyard at this location.  They operated the brickyard between 1855 and 1865.  Collipp and St. John ran the brickyard between 1865 and 1875.  This yard employed eight individuals and produced 500,000 brick annually in 1870.  Herman Affeldt, originally a foremen working for Conrad Collipp since 1860, purchased the Collipp yard in 1878.  By 1880, his brickyard employed five workers.  By 1890, the brickyard was located west of Silver Lake Drive and north of Silver Lake.  In 1906, the Affeldt yard mixed the clay in a pug mill and molded the brick by hand.  The bricks were then dried in the yard and burned in scove kilns, the most common type in small yards.  The brick maker formed the scove kiln on a level ground surface for each firing.  After stacking, the bricks were surrounded by freshly molded brick, older brick, and mud.  Within the stacks were left arched openings in which fires were burned continually for seven to ten days.  At completion, removal of the brick required dismantling the kiln.  The brickyard closed between 1907 and 1908 when operated by Henry Affeldt.  Although Portage's brick primarily served a local need, Affeldt's brick may have reached the St. Paul market (Portage Area Chamber of Commerce n.d.; Wisconsin State Register 1864 [12/31: 3/1]; Portage Public Library n.d. [Portage Daily Register 1959]; Harrison and Warner 1873; Collipp 1865, 1868; Butterfield 1880: 889-891; Portage Daily Register 9/21/1974; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1870; 1880: industrial census]; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1905-1906; Moore, S.H. 1908-09; Ries 1906: 76-77).



William Armstrong established his brickyard as the firm of Armstrong, Pixley and Reeder at the site of Pauquette Park beginning in 1847.  In 1828, this same location produced the brick for Fort Winnebago.  The site included both Armstrong's source of clay and his kiln.  By 1860, Armstrong employed five workers in his yard, and by 1870 and 1880, his business had grown to employ nine.  In 1870, the yard produced 600,000 brick.  The brickyard closed between 1886 and 1890 (Portage Public Library n.d. [Portage Daily Register 1959]; Butterfield 1880: 663, 876; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1860; 1880: industrial census]; Wright 1890; Rockwood and Goodell 1886).



In 1873, James A. Sanborn opened his brickyard, first as Sanborn and Maloy and later as the Sanborn Brick and Ice Company.  Located in the area bounded by Sanborn and River streets, the yard included both the clay pits in deposits 30 to 40 feet deep and the kiln which produced common cream brick.  By 1880, the yard employed about sixteen workers and produced 2,000,000 brick.  Frank Sanborn joined his brother in the business in 1877 and worked at the yard sporadically through 1895 when the business closed (Wright 1890; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1893-94; 1895-96; Chapin 1870; Platt 1873; Butterfield 1880: 636, 663, 924; Portage Area Chamber of Commerce n.d.; Portage Public Library n.d. [Portage Daily Register 1959]; Harrison and Warner 1873; Democrat 7/30/1897: 4; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1880: industrial schedule]; Ries 1906: 76-77).





Available Stone Materials



With large quantities of local brick available through the nineteenth century, builders erected few stone buildings.  The granite and marble industry in Portage confined itself almost exclusively to the construction of monuments and stone ornament.  Locally, their materials came from the Montello and Berlin granite quarries which opened in 1880.  First known as the Berlin-Montello Granite Company and after 1897 as the Merkle Granite Quarry, its products were primarily used for monuments and secondarily for gravel.  Difficult to cut and shape, the granite provided only limited building material for the area.  The E.J. Nelson Granite Company established by 1886 produced mainly paving stone.  The Stotzer Granite Works did erect one random rubble, field stone apartment building at 224 E. Howard (37/32) in the twentieth century.  Otherwise, builders utilized stone for foundations.



Much of the rubble foundation stone probably derived from glacial till.  The retreating ice of the Green Bay Lobe of the Wisconsin Glaciation left boulders deposited primarily as glacial moraines north of Portage.  Portage lies southwest of a terminal moraine.  Glacial lake-basin deposits covered much of the site of the City of Portage (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 4-6; Salkin 1980: 8; Martin 1965: 317).  The varied granite, ryolite, limestone, and sandstone incorporated into many of the nineteenth century random rubble foundations in Portage suggest these deposits as the source of the stone.  An 1898 study of Wisconsin stone quarries emphasized the existence of this unlimited supply of stone which was well-suited for foundation work (Buckley 1898: 353).



Quarried stone foundations generally appear under the large nineteenth century buildings.  Much of the bedrock immediately adjacent to Portage is sandstone and limestone.  Cambrian sandstones of the Dresbach group measuring 606.8 feet in width underlie much of Portage and the immediate vicinity.  Above the sandstones in some areas lie Silurian dolomite or limestone and sandstone of Ordovician age (Salkin 1980: 8; Martin 1965: 216, 319; Wisconsin Geological and Natural History Survey 1981).  Much of the stone quarried for nineteenth century building foundations came from the Potsdam sandstone outcroppings at Quarry Hill located two and a half miles northeast of Fort Winnebago at the juncture of sections 25, 26, 35, and 36 in township 13 north and range 9 east.  This same quarry provided the stone for the foundations constructed at Fort Winnebago.  Additional quarried stone may have come from quarries in the Baraboo area which produced Potsdam sandstone.  Located west of Baraboo along the Baraboo River on the Chicago and Northwest Railroad, the Abelman Quarry, produced sandstone used for heavy construction work such as bridges, arches, and building foundations (Clark 1908 [1879]: 310; Center 1839; U.S. Department of War 1835; Jones 1914 [1]: 11-12, 16; Portage Daily Register 11/9/1974; Butterfield 1880: 599; Buckley 1898: 90-105; 230; 351-52; Martin 1965: 363).

�Iron



Until the 1870s, brick load bearing walls remained the predominate structural material in the larger buildings of the retail district in Portage.  The 1885 insurance maps of Portage indicate a scattering of iron posts utilized in newly constructed retail buildings.  But, although iron post and beam construction became more frequent through the nineteenth century, load bearing brick walls often supplemented its use.  Steel truss or I beams with steel post support did not replaced load bearing brick walls until the second decade of the twentieth century in the large civic buildings such as the schools or some of the churches (Sanborn-Perris Map Company 1885; 1889; 1894; 1901; 1910; 1918; 1929).



The Portage Iron Works (106-112-120 E. Mullett, 48/23, 48/22) manufactured at least some of the cast iron ornamental work visible in the Portage retail district.  The Portage Iron Works grew from a foundry established by M.R. Keegan in 1862.  By 1893, this company probably became the Portage Iron Works.  Between 1893 and 1904, James Baird & Co. advertised as proprietors of the Portage Iron Works which manufactured brass and iron castings and completed engine and machinery repair (Polk, R.L. & Co. 1893-94; 1903-04).  In addition, the Portage Iron Works produced architectural cast iron ornament.  The company advertised in the architectural pattern book of Charles Williams.  James Baird, proprietor, lists furnaces, store columns, plates, beams, and all kinds of architectural iron work as products of his factory (Williams ca. 1900).  In Portage, examples dating to 1900 appear on commercial buildings at 201 (25/0) and 211 (25/3) DeWitt.  By about 1905, James Baird sold a partial interest in the Portage Iron Works becoming Baird and Slinger (Polk, R.L. & Co. 1905-06; 1909-10).  The company remained at the corner of E. Wisconsin and Dodge (Moore, S.H. & Co. 1908; Butterfield 1880: 633, 663, 898; Portage Daily Register 9/3/1909; Wisconsin State Register 1862 [11/1: 3/1]).  Known as the Slinger Foundry, Machine and Auto Company, it entered the more profitable automobile retail business by 1920 and constructed the Hyland Garage at 201-211 E. Wisconsin (48/25).



Cast iron or galvanized metal work occurs as lintels, cornices, and pilasters.  A number of examples illustrate this detailing along Cook and DeWitt.  The retail buildings at 314, 316, and 318 DeWitt (25/14, 25/15, 25/16) display cast iron cornices, and the retail space at 314 DeWitt retains its cast iron Corinthian columns.  A cast iron cornice also remains at 211 DeWitt (25/3).  Cast iron windows hoods occur at 137-139 W. Cook (56/26), 136 W.Cook (57/11), and 131 W. Cook (56/24). The retail building at 113 E. Cook (56/7) carries cast iron keystones along its lintels as does the dwelling at 134 W. Franklin (42/24).  The Beattie Building at 305 DeWitt (25/7) displays cast iron pediments over its upper floor windows and cast iron pilasters along its store front.  Likewise, the retail building at 100 E. Cook (25/20) exhibits cast iron window hoods and pilasters behind its altered store front.  Cast iron columns also elaborate the store front at 320 DeWitt (25/12).  





Concrete



Portage builders adopted concrete as an alternative to cream brick construction for a small number of the industrial and domestic buildings in the early twentieth century.  Although Portland cement was developed by 1872, it did not become readily available for large construction projects until after the turn of the century (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 4-8).  Concrete block presses permitted the local manufacture of concrete blocks. By 1911, John Buehler manufactured concrete blocks in his cement works which once stood at 1116 W. Wisconsin.  By 1917, he had moved his business to 529 Prospect (38/35).  He probably closed his plant by 1919 (Farrell 1917: 128; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1911-12: 1038).  The lumberyards also carried concrete blocks by the turn of the century.  The use of concrete blocks molded to resemble rough-faced stone became quite popular from the turn of the century until the 1930s.  However, the use of concrete block and poured concrete construction generally remained limited to foundations in Portage.  The T.H. Cochrane Warehouse, now the Tire Mart, at 114 Dodge (48/27) was erected in 1916-1918 using concrete block.  Across the street, the Portage Iron Works added to the rear of their brick factory building using concrete block (106 E. Mullett, 48/23).  Concrete stucco was applied as the original exterior cladding to a small number of dwellings, but perhaps most notably to those constructed in the Spanish Colonial style at 1300 W. Wisconsin (49/11) and 203 W. Emmett (45/16).





Lustron



During the housing shortage at the close of World War II created by returning soldiers, the Lustron Corporation of Columbus, Ohio, a subsidiary of Chicago Vitreous Enamel Products Company, developed a small, one story, prefabricated dwelling composed completely of steel.  The inexpensive dwelling was also relatively maintenance free.  Shipments of component parts in tractor trailers to the desired location for the dwelling permitted rapid construction.  Lustron, ranch-type dwellings were constructed on an all steel frame covered with two foot square, pastel-colored, porcelain-enameled steel panels.  Even the interior walls, ceiling materials, roofing made to resemble shingles, and built-in furnishings were steel.  The building was placed on a poured concrete slab.  The two bedroom type, the most common form, measured 31 by 38 feet and included an entrance to the left side under an inset porch and a picture window across the front.  There were a small number of one and three bedroom types.  Lustron garages sometimes accompanied the dwelling.  The manufacturer which operated in the late 1940s to 1950 produced only 3,000 houses.  Other manufacturers than Lustron began to produce porcelainized steel for building between 1946 and 1950.  Their products were most commonly used in the construction of gas stations (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 4-12; Canady 1992).



The Lustron Corporation sent 150 lustron houses to dealers in Wisconsin with the largest number received by Findorff Contractors in Madison.  The existence of sixty lustron homes has been confirmed.  The dwelling at 1125 W. Wisconsin (44/7) and the gas station at 311 W. Conant (43/4) illustrate this mode of construction in Portage.





Carrara Glass



Vitrolite or carrara glass was a 11/32" or 7/16" thick, durable, brilliant colored glass which could be applied over masonry or plaster walls.  It often occurs on buildings designed in an Art Moderne or Art Deco style since the substance can be shaped to form the curves of the steam-line forms displayed by these styles.  It was also applied to older buildings to update their appearance.  The glass commonly appeared along the exterior walls of commercial buildings but also covered interior walls and counters.  The use of carrara glass never achieved a large popularity in Wisconsin, and many examples were often replaced by later exterior cladding (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 4-12).  Carrara Glass covers the original cream brick store fronts along 136 W. Cook (57/11) and 233 W. Cook (49/24).





	Section 2: Architectural Styles in Portage





Domestic, Civic, and Eclesiastical Architectural Styles



Although residences, schools, and churches are three different functional types of buildings and illustrate a different scale of architecture, they often share generally similar styles.  However, not all of these functional types display the same styles, for example while there are American Four Square dwellings, there are no American Four Square Churches in Portage.  The Romanesque Revival appears in Portage as ecclesiastical architecture but not as domestic architecture.  Domestic architecture composes the largest functional building type of this category.  Portage possesses three schools and eight churches of the pre-1942 era.  Through time, the residential neighborhoods first clustered and consolidated with later in-filling in four general areas.  And, while retail and industrial buildings and several public buildings clustered in areas separated from the residential section of Portage, the schools and churches were originally distributed within the residential neighborhoods.  Although the high schools came to cluster in the triangle between DeWitt, MacFarlane, and W. Franklin within the residential section, the ward schools were located in their respective wards.  Most of the churches stand between the residential and retail district.



The growth of Portage's residential neighborhoods followed a general pattern.  An early community emerged in Ward 1 along E. Wisconsin between Wauona Trail and the Portage Canal beginning in the 1840s.  Like many early residential communities, this neighborhood was interspersed with commercial buildings along E. Wisconsin and the canal.  Much of this early community no longer exists, and the few remaining examples are much altered.  The second neighborhood spread primarily east and north from the retail district at Cook and Main first established about 1849.  The proposed National Register Districts along E. Cook, the small E. Franklin Street District, and the proposed Church Hill District reflect this growth which began in the 1850s and continued with in-filling into the twentieth century with major building ending by the second decade of the twentieth century.  The fourth cluster occurs along Prospect Hill west of the retail district and south of the existing Society Hill District.  The construction of a mix of blue and white collar dwellings began by the 1850s and continued into the 1930s from W. Edgewater north to Prospect except for one dwelling on W. Carroll.  The small cluster of early twentieth century dwellings near the west end of W. Conant represents an extension of this neighborhood.  Finally, a neighborhood slowly developed along W. Oneida as the railroad gained increasing importance.  Both railroad workers and their managers built dwellings in this area.  This neighborhood extended south into the Society Hill District, a residential area developed primarily in the last quarter of the nineteenth century and in the early twentieth century.  Interspersed in the districts are the schools and churches which the community attended.  Most of them cluster in the Church Hill District.  St. Mary's Catholic Church forms its own proposed district.  The Portage Schools District represents the last of a series of schools constructed beginning in 1864-1865 in the triangle between W. Franklin, DeWitt, and MacFarlane.



Architectural historians usually distinguish between two types of architecture, the high style and the vernacular.  The majority of Portage's citizens lived in common, traditional dwelling forms which display little decorative detail.  These forms are known as vernacular buildings and include, for example, the side gabled, front gabled, and one story cube.  The nomenclature is based on the shape or form of the dwelling.  Although the city contains a phenomenal number, proportionately fewer high style dwellings with elaborate decorative detailing exist.  Instead, many buildings display a small number of decorative details and were thus influenced by one or more styles.  Additionally, because builders and architects often derived their architectural elements and forms from a number of different sources such as existing buildings, architectural design books, and their own traditions, many buildings within a local community display their own special interpretation of a style.  Therefore, most buildings are influenced by a style or styles rather than standing as full-blown examples of a specific style.



The architectural styles existing in Portage begin with the Federal style influence and include many of the styles common to the remainder of the nineteenth and first half of the twentieth century.  American architects experimented with a series of different forms and details symbolic of contemporary ideas in American society and often possessing historical referents.  As the century progressed, these architects experimented with a growing number of stylistic elements.  A drive to develop an architecture truly expressive of American ideals rather than of European antecedents expanded the number of styles in the late nineteenth century.  The historicism of the period often resulted in the combining of elements from different earlier styles creating what is termed an eclectic architecture.  Thus, late nineteenth century architecture occasionally displays elements from the earlier Gothic or Italianate.  Similarly, after the Columbian World exposition of 1893, architects borrowed some classical elements utilized in the eighteenth and early nineteenth century.  Thus, dwellings often display elements from several different styles.  Not infrequently, local contractors utilized a vernacular form such as a gabled ell and added stylistic details from, for example, the Italianate or Queen Anne styles.  Thus, the assignment of style or form to a building is not always a straight forward process.





Federal Style (1830-1860)



Wisconsin's settlement in the 1830's post-dated the use of the Federal Style in the Northeast by several decades.  However, settlers tended to utilize elements amd shapes from familiar styles during the early settlement period in Midwest.  These buildings often only displayed a few of the elements originally incorporated into the style.  The federal-influenced buildings in Wisconsin were frequently side gable forms� constructed of brick with plain, rectangular lintels, openings placed at regular intervals across the facade, double end chimneys, and perhaps an overlight and/or sidelights along the main entrance (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 2-1).  Portage's example is quite different.   The Indian Agency House, a heavy timber frame and brick insulated house, lies just outside the city limits of Portage.  With its front facing gable, symmetrically placed windows, and two column entry porch, the Agency House (Agency House Rd., end of, 2/15) displays very simple federal lines (Smith 1973: 551).





Greek Revival Style (1830-1870)



At the turn of the nineteenth century, American architects attempted to develop a new style which would symbolize the new American democracy.  They adapted but did not copy from Greek architecture the rectangular temple form with entrance under the front facing gable, the pediment, and details of the Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian orders frequently visible in columns and pilasters.  Immigrants from New England and New York brought this form to Wisconsin during early settlement.  Although the Greek Revival style was waning in popularity in the East, it survived through the 1860s and occasionally as late as the early 1870s in the Midwest.  In Wisconsin, the symmetrically organized Greek Revival buildings displayed the front facing gable often framed in heavy moldings.  This temple-like building frequently displayed attached wings along the side elevations creating a gabled ell or T-form form.  Heavy moldings and engaged columns and pilasters sometimes emphasized the door and pilasters defined the corners.  The low-pitched roof gave a heavy appearance.  Many of the examples in Wisconsin as well as in Portage included only a few details and were therefore vernacular forms influenced by the Greek Revival.  Without professional architects, local builders generally built familiar forms and added the Greek Revival details as illustrated in architectural pattern books.  These less elaborate dwellings included the rectangular massing, a symmetrical fenestration, and returned cornices.  Sidelights and a transom occasionally surrounded the door (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 2-3; Perrin 1962: 42-45).



An early photographic view of Portage illustrates several front gabled or gable ell forms with cornice returns (Wisconsin Visual and Sound Archives n.d.).  The mercantile store erected by C.J. Pettibone probably once standing at the southwest corner of DeWitt and Cook possessed a temple form with pediment along the facade (River Times 1852 [6/22: 3/3-5]).  Erected between 1835 and 1839, the Henry Merrell House at 505 E. Cook (29/29) (figure 11) displays a temple form with heavily molded gables and frieze board carried along the elevation; crown molding, frieze board, and cornice returns at the front and rear elevations; triangular detailing in the front gable; sidelights and overlight enframing the main entrance; and front porch with four tapered, paneled square piers with bases and capitals and railing.  Erected ca. 1855, the Clark-Corning House (532 W. Wisconsin, 4/12), a cream brick gabled ell form, includes a heavily molded full pediment with lunette window, architrave trim, sidelights, and transom surrounding the main entrance, and Doric columns which support the roof of the porch across the main block and the wing (Wisconsin Historic Preservation Division 1970-93 [1992; 1993).  The former Methodist Church (214-216 W. Howard, 38/28) was erected by a builder referred to as Haynes (Independent 1855 [6/28: 2/2]).  Built in 1855, the church, now a double dwelling, is currently elaborated with pedimented gables and corner pilasters.  Its two front entrance porches and window hoods were likely added and its steeple removed when the church was converted to a dwelling about 1898 (Smith-Rogers Abstract Company 1953; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Taylor 1992 [photographs]).  Almost all of the remaining front gable and gabled ell examples displaying a small number of Greek Revival details have undergone extensive alteration by the addition of siding, porches, and wings.  One exception, the dwelling at 131 W. Mullett (48/7), is a frame and clapboard temple form with added side wing simply elaborated by a returned cornice, a gabled ell with Greek Revival detailing.





Gothic Revival (1850-1880)



The appearance of the Gothic Revival style coincided with the influence of the Greek Revival and the early Italianate styles.  The forms and some of the details characteristic of the Gothic Revival appeared in medieval architecture centuries before the emergence of the Gothic Revival, and they periodically appeared later in several slightly different variations, for example the High Victorian Gothic.  The asymmetrical shapes of the Gothic Revival represented not only a departure from but a rejection of the formal and regular classical styles including the Greek Revival.  Andrew Jackson Downing introduced this early picturesque form to America.  In his The Architecture of County Houses published in 1850, Downing familiarized builders with the style by illustrating the irregularly shaped and elaborately decorated dwelling against a rustic setting.  Builders frequently adopted some but not all of the illustrated details to familiar house forms.  A reform movement which waxed and waned in the nineteenth century began in the 1830s.  In part, the movement turned society from what it perceived as the tumultuous and sinister surroundings of the large cities back to nature to be found in the rural landscape.  The Gothic Revival was an expression of this desire to return to the more familiar family-centered, small communities and rural orientation of an earlier period.  Irregular building shapes and plans, steeply pitched roofs and gables, wall dormers, chimney pots, pinnacles, battlements, the pointed arch openings, hood moldings over the windows, porches, and the curvilinear trim created primarily by bargeboards and brackets along the porches and gables characterized the Gothic Revival (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 2-5; Perrin 1962: 53-56; 1967: 76-84).



Although the style became popular in the East by the 1830s, it did not emerge in Wisconsin until the 1850s.  The intact full-blown Gothic Revival style does not appear in Portage outside the Society Hill District (see 704 MacFarlane, 4/6).  Only miscellaneous Gothic Revival details applied to vernacular forms with or without steeply pitched roofs illustrate the style.  Although frequently adapted to eclesiastical architecture, such examples do not now exist in Portage.
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A. Figure 11: An example of the Greek Revival Style: the Henry Merrell House at 505 E. Cook (29/29).  B. Figure 12: An example of the side gable form with Gothic Revival detailing : 307 E. Cook (27/15).    

�The surviving examples occur generally as rather small brick or frame dwellings.  Although generally altered, one form with Gothic Revival detailing observed in Portage is a one and a half story, side-gabled example with a steep, usually centrally placed wall dormer or vestibule along the facade.  The main entrance usually occurs in the vestibule.  The entryway itself may project slightly from the facade creating a vestibule or the entryway and the second story may extend over it, creating a T-shaped form.  As in the frame example at 409 W. Conant (31/32), the front gable usually carries a curvilinear bargeboard.  Porches which once covered the entry or entire front elevation are often altered or removed.  These porches now include turned posts and spindle frieze.  One or two sidelights occur along the main entrance.  Front windows are tall and double.  Also covered with later siding, a similar frame example at 307 E. Cook (27/15) includes three, symmetrically placed, steep wall dormers across the facade and narrow, round arched, double windows along the first floor.  The main entrance in the vestibule has a flanking sidelight and a closed overlight.  The entry porch is detailed with chamfered posts with capitols and a flattened arch.  A very similar example exists at 432 E. Conant (31/12).



Two story, cream brick examples also display the same T-shape plan.  The one at 509 W. Pleasant (34/27) (figure 12) includes bargeboards with pendant along the wall dormers; double, round arch windows along the first floor facade; an overlight and closed sidelights around the main entry; and an entry porch with two of the four turned posts remaining.  The dwelling at 134 W. Franklin (42/24) presents a very similar facade.  In addition, the lintels along its facade include cast iron, stylized keystones.  The main entrance contains a double glass and panel door surmounted by an overlight.  The final example at 531 E. Conant (29/26) has a one and a half story L-plan and displays a somewhat different set of details including pointed, segmental arch lintel windows with corbel stops as well as narrow, double arch windows; the steep, front wall dormer; a rounded bay with patterned brick work and rail; covered sidelights and overlights along the main entrance; and an altered front entry porch.





Italianate Style (1850-1880)



Portage contains numerous examples of Italianate style dwellings.  This style formed part of the picturesque movement begun by Downing in the early 1850s.  Typical examples of the Italianate have a boxy, squarish but occasionally a rectangular, two story form.  Their hip, pyramid, or gable roofs have broad eaves with numerous brackets.  Although the roof is typically gently sloping, the pitch may be comparatively steep in Portage.  Trim such as dentils or paneling may also decorate the wide frieze board under the eaves.  Italianate dwellings almost always included a front veranda with chamfered posts and decorated frieze board.  In Portage, many of these porches underwent change or were removed.  Hood molds, pediments or moldings often occur over the round-head windows.  Tall, narrow windows along the first floor facade are common.  Bay windows with bracketed friezes occur along the facade or side elevations.  A two story, gabled ell form, often originally with wrap-around porch and an occasional square tower, displays similar detailing.  As with the Gothic Revival, local builders also applied a very limited number of Italianate details, particularly brackets, a porch with chamfered posts and heavy brackets, and/or a bracketed, bay window to vernacular forms such as the gabled ell and (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 2-6; Perrin 1962: 68; 1967: 88-89).



The Society Hill District contains numerous examples of the Italianate style which retain many of their original features (see Wisconsin HPD 1970-93 [1992]).  While the residential districts outside the Society Hill area contain numerous examples of the Italianate style, many have undergone considerable alteration and/or deterioration.  Most of Portage's squarish or rectangular Italianate dwellings are cream brick and two story and covered with a low pitched roof.  Recently undergoing restoration, the 1881 Goodyear House at 503 E. Conant (29/34) (figure 13) is an elaborately constructed two story, rectangular cream brick Italianate (Wisconsin State Register 1992 [10/22: 6]).  The large overhang, brackets along the paneled frieze board, brick corbeling, bracketed window hoods, two story, canted bay, hooded entry, and side porch with chamfered posts, and heavy brackets are Italianate details characteristic of the style by the 1880s.  The front gable with bargeboard and the side gable over the bay are probably original except for some of the classical detailing.  The dwelling at 220 W. Pleasant (35/21) is also rectangular in form, possesses double brackets along its wide eaves, has a two story bay with gable similar to the Goodyear House but with added shingling, and also displays segmental arch windows and an overlight and one sidelight along the main entry.  Paralleling the original, the front entry porch elaborated with chamfered posts with capitals and brackets replaces a later wrap-around porch.  Probably constructed earlier, the less elaborate example at 532 W. Carroll (39/10) possesses a basic rectangular floor plan with a small, two story wing projecting to the west at the rear of the house.  Detailing typical of the Italianate includes the broad overhang, the denticulated and bracketed frieze board, segmental arch windows, sidelights and overlight surrounding the main entry, and chamfered posts with capitals supporting the porch with the detailing of the eaves mirroring the eaves of the house.  The dwelling at 208 W. Howard (38/26) displays many of the same details: overhanging eaves with a denticulated and bracketed frieze board, segmental arch windows, a canted, one story bay with dentils and brackets, and a vestibule with main entry surrounded by sidelights and overlight and decorative hood.



Like the Gothic Revival dwellings, the entryway to some Portage cream brick, two story Italianate houses possesses a second story with front facing gable, forming a T-shaped dwelling.  The example at 131 E. Howard (38/26) displays a broad, bracketed overhang, a bracketed front gable with returned cornices, circular window in the gable, quoins along the corners, a two story bay, and an overlight and closed sidelights surrounding the hooded main entry.  A similarly treated, T-shaped example at 429 W. Cook (28/20) includes rusticated quoins along the two story, gabled front projection, a double bracketed, wide overhang, two canted one and two story bays, segmental arch windows, sidelights and segmental arch overlight surrounding the main entrance, and entry porch supported by rounded columns with bases and capitals and detailed with brackets and pendants.  A less well preserved and less elaborate example stands at 615 W. Conant (32/14).  It retains the two story front projection with gable, cornice returns, and circular window; corbeled window hoods; sidelights and overlight around the main entrance; and two story, canted bay with dog tooth brickwork.  However, the porch and brackets along the wide eaves are missing.  The Henry Epstein House at 404 E. Cook (27/28) follows a very similar pattern.



Generally a more modest dwelling, the gabled ell Italianate in Portage is usually
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A. Figure 13: An example of the Italianate style: the Darius Goodyear House at 503 E. Conant (29/34).  B. Figure 14: An example of the Romanesque Revival style: St. John's Lutheran Church at 701 MacFarlane (39/28).

�constructed of cream brick, covered with a multi-gabled roof, and displays a limited number of Italianate details.  For example, the Van Epps House at 222 E. Franklin (42/5) displays double round arch and segmental window lintels, bargeboards, two canted bays with denticulated and bracketed frieze boards, and an entry porch with chamfered columns with bases and capitals and bracketed frieze.  A carriage house is attached to the rear.  A less elaborate example at 418 E. Edgewater (26/2) is finished with segmental arch lintels with corbeling, a one story, canted bay, overlight above the entry, and entry porch supported by chamfered posts with capitals and elaborated with brackets, spindle frieze, and pediment.  Heavily molded, double doors close the main entrance.  The example at 1011 Cass is a two story, gabled ell.  It displays a returned gable and denticulated frieze board, a metal window hood, two canted, one story bays with denticulated frieze board, an overlight and sidelights along the main entry, and entry porch displaying chamfered posts with capitals, brackets, and spindle frieze.





Romanesque Revival (1855-1885)



By mid-century, the Classical styles were symbolic of paganism to such religious denominations as the Episcopalians, Catholics, Congregationalists, and Methodists.  They often turned to more vertical, irregular forms including the Gothic and Romanesque Revival (Rausch and McKay 1987).  The Romanesque Revival possessed medieval antecedents.  Architects Richard Upjohn and James Renwick introduced the style in America in the 1840s.  However, it did not appear in Wisconsin until after initial settlement.  And, German immigrant builders may have established the style in areas of Wisconsin heavily settled by Germans.  Generally a rather monumental style, the Romanesque Revival is characterized by monochromatic brick and stone materials; heavy detailing; a repetition of round arch openings; corbel tables which often echoed the round arches of the windows in their forms; string courses under the eaves of the building; and towers.  Parapets or spires often finished the tower.  Although the main block of the building possesses symmetrical form and opening placement, the juxtaposition of the tower or towers to the building creates an overall asymmetrical massing.  The Romanesque Revival is employed not only in domestic but eclesiastical and commercial architecture.  In many churches, a series of round arch windows and doors and monochromatic, masonry materials suggest the Romanesque Revival influence (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 2-9).



In Portage, the Romanesque Revival is associated with four churches.  St. Mary's Catholic Church at 303 W. Cook (28/10) is composed of the original 1859 central rectangular mass to which the two flanking, lower wings were added in 1886 (corner stone; Register-Democrat 1/20/1934).  A steeple composed of a square base or tower, lantern, and spire projects slightly in front of and is centered along the facade.  A series of symmetrically positioned, round arch windows between pilasters along the facade and side elevations and the lantern and spire; the buttresses; and corbel table along the parapet and the tower; and rose window in the tower elaborate the church.  Erected in 1874, the former St. John's Lutheran Church, now the Grace Bible Church, at 701 MacFarlane (39/27) (figure 14) includes many of the same features (Butterfield 1880: 630; Jones 1914 [1]: 215, 218; Register-Democrat 7/30/1897; 3/7/1938; St. Mary's Church 1959; 1983).  It displays a symmetrical form with square tower and lantern projecting from the center of the facade; a series of pilasters and round arch, narrow windows along the facade and side elevations and louvered round arch openings in the lantern reenforcing the symmetrical form; hood moldings; a corbel table under the parapet and along each paneled area; double door entrance surmounted by voussoir and stained glass fanlight; and rose window above the entrance.



The Presbyterian Church (301 E. Cook, 28/1) was originally erected in 1855 and substantially rebuilt by the Baptists after an extensive fire in 1893 (Independent 1855 [6/28: 2/2]; Democrat 7/16/1900).  The Assembly of God by 1938 and currently the Zona Gale Center, the church displays such Romanesque Revival features as the symmetrical form, series of round arch windows with hood moldings which are separated by pilasters, parapets with corbel tables, a square tower, and fanlight above the main entrance.  The lantern and spire were either destroyed or removed after the 1893 fire.  The United Brethren Church, now converted to a private residence, stands at 233 W. Howard (38/14) (Butterfield 1880: 629; Democrat 10/18/1946; WPA 1940-42: folder 8; church corner stone).  A tower and steeple of unequal size and shape and flanking the main block of the church create an overall asymmetrical form.  The square tower at the east elevation is topped with a parapet.  The west steeple with entrance at its base includes a square tower, lantern with louvered openings, and a four-sided spire.  The front gable of the church displays three round arch windows arranged in a Palladian manner and corbeling mirroring the shape of the lintels.  The round arch entryway leads to a double door entrance with round arch lintel and overlight.  The series of round arched windows and pilasters organize the side elevations.





Neo-Gothic Style (1865-1900)

change>

Architects frequently combined details from different styles such as the Gothic Revival, Italianate, Romanesque or Second Empire to create variations of these styles.  The High Victorian Gothic employed heavier detailing and more asymmetrical massing than its Gothic Revival predecessor.  The Gothic arch became a central element in the style.  The style was often further distinguished by the use of polychrome materials.  Infrequently used in Wisconsin, it most commonly elaborates large public buildings (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 2-10).  Portage includes one identified example, the cream brick St. John's Episcopal Church (figure 15) erected in 1898 at 211 W. Pleasant (35/7) (St. John's Episcopal Church 1953; Butterfield 1880: 628; Register-Democrat 4/9/1938; 1943 [6/11: 3/2-5]; 12/22/1952; Jones 1914 [1]: 216-17; WPA 1940-42 [folder 12, box 15]; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1910; 1918).  This example displays many elements common to the Romanesque Revival although they are executed in a more ponderous fashion.  Almost all openings include a Gothic arch.  Although some variation in brick color does exist, it is not a dominate feature.  Windows and buttresses occur at regular intervals along the walls.  The placement of the steeple to the west elevation of the building and the projecting wings along the east elevation create an overall asymmetrical massing.  A square tower with Gothic arch openings, stone trim entry, lantern with corbeling and louvered, round arch openings, and four sided spiral with small, gabled openings compose the steeple.  Heavy corbel tables emphasize the parapets.  The rose window decorating the front gable was procured for the church from the Chicago's World Fair of 1893.
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A. Figure 15: An example of the High Victorian Gothic style: St. John's Episcopal Church at 211 W. Pleasant (35/7).  B. Figure 16: An example of the Second Empire style: the Charles Gale House at 603 DeWitt (37/17).

�Second Empire Style (1870-1880)



The mansard roof is the primary defining element of the Second Empire style.  The squarish shape is usually symmetrically proportioned, and these buildings tend to be tall in their massing.  Dormers commonly pierce the mansard roof, and heavy moldings frequently define its edges.  Elaborate detailing is common to this style.  The period in which the Second Empire and Italianate style remained popular overlap.  Although they were conceived as two different styles, they frequently share decorative elements.  Paneling and bracketing along the frieze board, long, narrow windows with window hoods, bays, and a long veranda include common details.  



The Society Hill District includes two examples of the Second Empire: the 1877 Cochrane House at 228 W. Franklin (4/5) and the residence at 504 Prospect (1/27) (Wisconsin HPD 1970-93 [1992]).  These dwellings display the mansard roof, dormers, and Italianate decorative details.  Two somewhat altered examples stand outside this district.  The two story, frame dwelling (figure 16) at 603 DeWitt (37/17) (Wisconsin Visual and Sound Archives n.d.) is now sided and a later porch obscures the main entrance.  However, elements of the Second Empire remain visible including the mansard roof with dormers which contain round arch windows; the double, narrow round arch windows elaborated with a keystone along the second floor facade; and double, heavily molded doors in a round arch entry with overlight.  The one and a half story, cream brick and stucco Purdy House at 527 E. Cook (26/30) (Wisconsin Visual and Sound Archives n.d. [ca. 1910]) has undergone consider alteration.  While much of the mansard roof remains, the original dormers along the facade were extended toward the front, an enclosed entry porch replaces the original porch across the facade, and the cupola no longer exists.  Stucco covers the original brick.  Remaining details include gable roof dormers with pedimented lintels along the remainder of the mansard roof, molded cornices under the eaves, a canted, one story bracketed and denticulated bay, and filled sidelights along the entrance.





Queen Anne Style (1880-1910)



The Queen Anne initially emerged in England in the 1860s, spread to America in the 1870s, and became evident in Wisconsin's architectural repertoire by the 1880s.  English architects such as Norman Shaw developed the Queen Anne in reaction to the Gothic Revival movement which had dominated English architecture as the only proper approach to design.  English architects drew the Queen Anne style from the medieval traditions of English vernacular architecture.  Shaw attempted to revive the hand craftsmanship then replaced by industrial production.  The style attained considerable popularity in England by the mid-1870s.  However, while American architects utilized similar notions of massing and application of materials and detailing, they employed their interpretation of the American colonial detailing.  In the 1880s, Americans as a whole acquired considerable interest in their own colonial history in part as a stabilizing force against the changes engendered by rapid industrialization.



Defining elements of the American Queen Anne include irregular plan and tall and often narrow massing, frequent use of more than one cladding material, steeply pitched and multiple roof lines often with a dominate gable along the facade, and wall projections.    The profusion of decorative details usually relied on the use of the different patterns created by shingling and carved, turned, and applied ornament.  Use of brick along the first story and clapboard and shingling along the second became relatively common in the Queen Anne style.  Decorative details often include bays, cut-away bays, round or polygonal towers and turrets, projecting pavilions, stained and leaded glass windows, bargeboards, profuse bracketing, and spindle friezes particularly along wrap-around verandas.  The details are usually classically derived and small in scale by comparison to the scale of the building.  After the turn of the century, the profusion of classical detailing became more restrained.  And, in the first decade of the twentieth century, shapes generally became more squarish or classical but continued to carry some Queen Anne detailing.  Additionally, local builders often applied Queen Anne ornament to traditional forms which then lacked the irregularity and vertical emphasis of the original style (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 2-15).



Because many of Portage's Queen Anne style dwellings were erected toward the end of its period of popularity in the late nineteenth or early twentieth centuries, the examples tend to incorporate more of the classical detailing and the shapes tend to be more regular than the preceding picturesque version of the style (Wisconsin HPD 1970-93 [Cartwright, 1992]).  Several varieties of Queen Anne exist in Portage.  They vary according to the general era in which they were erected and according to whether irregular or local forms were utilized.  The earlier more irregularly shaped and usually more abundantly detailed variety date to the late 1880s, 1890s, and turn of the century.  This variety includes the Presbyterian Church.  What are primarily early twentieth century Queen Anne dwellings are more restrained, more classical in detailing, and more squarish or squat in appearance.  Local builders placed Queen Anne detailing on the brick or frame gabled ell or T-shaped dwelling.



The first variety primarily erected in the 1890s or at the turn of the century tend to be tall and irregularly shaped.  The multi-gable roofs are generally steeply pitched, and they display a comparatively large amount of detailing in comparison to the later forms.  Although classical referents certainly appear, the use of turned ornamentation and brackets are more common than after the turn of the century.  The 1897 (date stone) cream brick example at 235 W. Pleasant (35/3) (figure 17) is proportionately tall and irregularly shaped with steep, closed gables.  A wrap-around entry porch and a two story bay adds to the feeling of asymmetry.  The profusion of detailing includes brackets, a spindle frieze, and turned posts and rail along the wrap-around porch; the entry porch with applied ornament in the gable, a spindle frieze, brackets, and turned posts; brackets and spindles along the projecting gables; stick detailing in the front gable; and classical colonettes in several gables.  A ca. 1896 (Murtagh 1986), cream brick example of similar proportions displaying multiple building materials exists at 529 W. Pleasant (34/14).  The Queen Anne detailing includes shingled and bracketed gables; shingled, triangular dormers; an oriel window; a tall, broad sandstone chimney; entrance to side porch via a stone arched entryway; a wrap-around front porch with pediment; classical Tuscan columns along the rear and front porches; and stained glass windows.  Best characterized by the irregularity and variety of shape, the frame example at 105 E. Pleasant (36/5) is proportionately tall with large, broadly overhung gables, several two story bays, and multiple broad, sloping roof lines.  Much of its detailing is
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A. Figure 17: An example of the Queen Anne style dating to the 1890s: 235 W. Pleasant/505 Lock (35/3).  B. Figure 18: An example of the late Queen Anne style: 419 W. Conant (31/34).

�classically derived with the exception of its long brackets, metal cresting rail, and shingling.  Classical detailing includes the palladian type windows in the gables; porch with turned rail, Tuscan columns and pediment; and denticulation along the one story bay.  The side porch displays turned posts and pediment.



Although tall in height and irregular in shape, the frame Queen Anne example at 602 Prospect (40/23) is somewhat more restrained in its detailing.  The closed, broadly overhung gables placed over the two story, canted bays with knee braces display a bargeboard, shingling, and window with pent roof.  The wrap-around porch is now enclosed.  A carriage house (40/22) accompanies this property.  Although possessing a rather squarish core, the Wells house at 219 E. Conant (30/15) presents a feeling of height and irregularity.  Its decorative detailing also belongs more to the nineteenth century and includes multiple gables with bargeboards; a two story, canted bay; stained glass windows; a side porch with shingling in the gable, turned posts, and spindle frieze; a wrap-around front porch with square, replaced columns; and glass and panel door at the main entrance.  Although the cream brick dwelling at 513 DeWitt (37/19) displays much detailing common to the nineteenth century, its shape is somewhat more boxy and less irregular than the other examples.  Its two story, canted bay with steep gable, bargeboards, and decorative brick work add a sense of irregularity to the building.  Additional detailing includes bargeboards, a small number of brackets, pedimented lintels, an oriel window with gable roof, bargeboards, denticulation, and two enclosed porches.



Also belonging to this earlier variety of Queen Anne, the 1893 (date stone) Presbyterian Church (120 W. Pleasant, 35/13) designed by Valk and Son and erected by William Prehn, local contractor, displays a profusion of Queen Anne detailing (Ogle, Geo. A. & Co. 1901: 271; Democrat 7/16/1900).  Tremendously irregular in its shape and massing, the church displays multiple gables elaborated with shingling and brackets; a bell tower; steeple with square tower, shingled lantern detailed with shingled turrets, and four-sided spire; an arched vestibule with recessed, round arch entrance; an adjacent arcade effect created by a series of three windows; buttresses; and Palladian and round arch windows with stained glass.



The more regularly shaped dwellings with more gently sloped combination hip, pyramid, and/or gable roofs and primarily classical detailing grew more common in the first decade after the turn of the century.  These dwellings often possess a squarish core and their irregularity is achieved through the addition of a projecting wing, bay and/or porch.  They are also often somewhat more modest in size than the earlier Queen Anne houses.



The frame dwelling at 419 W. Conant (31/34) (figure 18) possesses a squarish block from which a two story wing projects forward.  A one story, canted bay and wrap-around porch add to the asymmetry of form.  Decorative elements include shingling in the gables, a lunette window with exaggerated keystone, a sunburst motif surrounding a Palladian-like window form, a major window with transom, and the porch with pediment carrying applied detailing, molded frieze, Tuscan half-columns, and clapboard, closed rail.  The dwelling at 509 W. Conant (32/5) displays a similar overall shape and simpler detailing including shingled gables; corner blocks at the windows under the gables; a one story, canted bay with corner blocks and fluting; pedimented lintels; and front porch with attenuated, turned posts, open rail, brackets, and spindle frieze.  The frame A.A. Porter House at 101 E. Pleasant (36/3) was constructed about 1904 (Murtagh 1987).  It possesses the squarish interior core with two story, gabled wing, bay, and porch.  The steep, closed gables of the wings are elaborated with shingling, brackets, and recessed windows with miniature Ionic columns and swages.  The wrap-around porch now displays a denticulated frieze, brick supports, closed rail, and windows surmounted by fanlights.  It was once open and supported by Tuscan columns.  The rather symmetrically arranged cream brick Queen Anne at 224 W. Pleasant (35/22) presents several steeply pitched, closed gables detailed with shingling, bargeboards, brackets and a double window with entablature; belt and string courses; and a front porch supported by fluted columns and elaborated with denticulated frieze.  A series of triple windows are finished with leaded glass.  Possessing a rectangular plan with two story bay and overhanging gable, the shape of the frame dwelling at 509 E. Cook (26/34) displays a size and form somewhat reminiscent of the earlier variety, but its decorative detailing is rather restrained.  This detailing includes both open and closed gables with shingling, diamond light windows, and brackets; a two story bay; and wrap-around porch supported with Tuscan columns.



Distinct variations from the two general forms described above also exist.  For example, the dwelling at 230 W. Franklin (42/6) is lower in scale and almost bungalow-like not only in size but in the two front-facing gables.  However, it displays a number of Queen Anne features.  While cream brick composes the first floor, clapboard siding finishes the second.  The multiple gables and two story bay provide a sense of asymmetry.  Its detailing is also common to the Queen Anne and includes flared walls; stick detailing and lunette window with exaggerated keystone in the gables; bays; brackets; pendants at the corners; major windows with leaded transom; and porch with denticulated frieze and replaced supports.  Most of the dwellings represented by the example at 719 Prospect (40/8) have undergone considerable change.  They are frame and squarish in plan, are one and a half stories in height, have steeply pitched gable roofs, and include multi-sided towers covered by a tent roof.  This example includes a hip roof dormer with brackets, brackets under a second floor overhang, a one story, canted bay with denticulation, and a porch incorporated into the main roof which is supported by clustered, square posts and elaborated with denticulated frieze.  A similar example in the Society Hill District known as the Arries House at 616 MacFarlane (5/19) was a Gordon Van Tine Company pre-fabricated, mail order house erected in 1912 (Wisconsin HPD 1970-93 [1992: Portage Daily Register 11/20/1987]).



Finally, two story, frame and cream brick vernacular forms have received Queen Anne detailing.  The frame examples tend to be gabled ells.  The dwelling at ca. 321 E. Franklin (42/9) displays only bargeboards in the gables, a one story, canted bay, and a porch with pediment and Tuscan columns.  The large, gabled ell at 505 W. Cook (28/22) is somewhat more elaborate.  Its detailing includes a bargeboard in the gable, a two story canted bay, and porch with pediment, spindle frieze, brackets, and turned posts.  The two story brick versions are usually gabled ell forms or T-shaped.  The dwelling at 216 W. Oneida (46/26) is detailed with shingling and a spindle frieze in the gable, a one story, canted bay, and an entry porch in front of the vestibule with turned posts, shingled gable, brackets, and spindle frieze.  The gabled ell at 114 E. Howard (37/22) is quite similar except that a two story bay occurs at the side elevation and the porch is smaller in size.  And, the two story gabled ell at 513 W. Conant (32/6) includes the two story bay with shingling, brackets at the gable, and a porch displaying shingling in its gable, turned posts, brackets, and a spindle frieze.  While a number of T-shaped dwellings with limited Queen Anne detailing exist, most have undergone considerable alteration.  The brick example at 417 W. Conant (31/33) possesses a feature also displayed on earlier Gothic Revival and Italianate dwellings in Portage, a front two story, centered projection with gable roof and symmetrically placed wall dormers flanking this feature.  While the porch, a significant element of these dwellings, is removed, the segmental arch lintels with corbel stops and two story bay with shingling and long brackets remain.





The World's Columbian Exposition of 1893 in Chicago redirected much of American architecture back to the classical or at least away from the profuse decorative trends and irregularity of form evident in the Gothic Revival, Italianate, and Queen Anne styles.  This exposition contained a small city, known as the "White City," of buildings designed by noted American architects.  Thus, in the 1890s and after the turn of the century, a rising number of classical elements and more regular house forms characterized the Queen Anne and many newly introduced styles.  A second trend begun as early as the 1870s by Louis Sullivan's Chicago School and later continued by Frank Lloyd Wright and his associates not only sought a wholly American form of architecture, but one suited to the environment of the Midwest (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 2-24).





The American Foursquare (1900-1930)



Part of a movement to simplify architectural design in domestic architecture and make it accessible to the middle class citizen, the American Foursquare became a very prevalent style in the early years of the century.  Because of its simplicity and availability of plans through mail order catalogues, the American Foursquare became very popular during the first three decades of the twentieth century among local builders as well as home owners.  The style possessed a box-like or cubic massing and exhibited broad roof lines.  The dwelling is characterized as a two story dwelling with a low pitched, hip or pyramid roof, broad eaves, a central, often hip roof dormer at least along the facade, and a single story porch across the facade.  Tuscan columns usually support the front porch and a closed rail or balustraded rail further elaborates the porch.  Windows and doors generally lack elaboration.  The style was constructed in a variety of materials, and occasionally each floor was built with a different cladding material.  Some details including the Palladian window, exposed rafters, stained glass windows, and major windows occasionally occurred along the dwelling.  The interior floor plan became relatively standardized to four large rooms per floor and corner stairhall which placed the entrance in an asymmetrical position to the facade (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 2-25).



In Portage, the dwelling at 629 W. Pleasant (34/6) (figure 19) illustrates the style with its boxy shape, broad eaves, hip roof dormer in the center of the facade's roof, and the full front porch.  It is also cladded with clapboards along the first floor and shingling along the second.  A shallow dormer and full length porch supported by tapered piers complete the design.  A very similar
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A. Figure 19: An example of the American Foursquare style: 629 W. Pleasant (34/6).  B. Figure 20: An example of the Bungalow style: 625 W. Pleasant (34/7).

�example at 611 W. Pleasant (34/10) has one cladding material, flared walls, major windows with transoms, and a full front porch with clapboard and rock-faced concrete block rail supporting tapered half posts.  The former German Evangelical parsonage at 609 Lock (36/16), the cream brick dwelling at 312 E. Edgewater (22/35), and the tile example at 429 W. Edgewater (23/20) represent a very simple version of the style.  The later, tile dwelling displays board eaves, centered, hip roof dormer, and full, originally enclosed tile front porch.  The frame example at 116 W. Howard (38/24) presents a similar facade in different materials.  The frame dwelling at 216 E. Franklin (42/4) includes two shingled, hip roof dormers, broad eaves, a shallow bay with Palladian-type window along the side elevation, major window, and full front porch with open rail and Tuscan columns.



More elaborate versions exist.  The dwelling at 101 W. Pleasant (35/11) has tile and wood shingle cladding, a one story bay, the classically derived Palladian windows and sidelight along the main entrance, and an originally enclosed, full front porch with closed tile rail and brackets.   The tile example at 202 W. Howard (38/25) displays stucco cladding immediately below the broad eaves.  The shingled, centered, hip dormers occur along three elevations.  Dark tile string courses break up the walls.  The sun porch along the facade has a closed tile rail and pillars and bands of three windows.  Sidelights occur at the entrance.





Bungalow (1910-1940)



The bungalow rapidly became a very popular style for domestic architecture in the second decade of the twentieth century and remained a frequently built house form until about 1940.  Floor plans commonly illustrated in popular publications and patten books offered numerous variations.  Local contractors and builders utilized the publications to erecte their clients choice.  To contemporaries, the bungalow referred to a low house with porches.  In America, they remained modest, one and one and a half story dwellings designed with a horizontal emphasis.  Dormers opened any living space on the top floor.  Window series and their low pitched roof with broad eaves extend the horizontal dimension of the general massing.  A porch crossed the facade, and additional porches might occur at or near the rear of the building.  Cladding materials in Portage include clapboard, stucco, and brick veneer.  Comparatively large chimneys were common features.  The floor plan usually included a large living room across the front, and if a second story existed, it was concealed under the gable.  Brackets were common forms of elaboration.  Bungalows also displayed elements reflecting Japanese, Swiss or Colonial Revival influences.  The colonial elements included Tuscan columns along the porch, the use of the Palladian motif, and occasional sidelights and overlights.  The use of decorative elements also reflected the craftsmen movement which derived its inspiration from natural forms and emphasized a high quality of craftsmanship.  Craftsmen elements displayed on bungalows included exposed rafters, purlins, beams, and knee braces intended to reflect an honest  approach to construction.  Because it provided an economic means of housing a family, the style gained considerable popularity between 1920 and 1940 (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 2-26).



Although many bungalows exist in Portage, a substantial number have experienced change often through the addition of later siding and wings to enlarge the modest dwellings.  Examples are placed in two groups: front gable and side gabled forms.



The one and a half story, frame and clapboard front gabled dwelling at 623 Prospect (40/3) possesses low massing; a broad, shingled, front gable; and a full front, originally enclosed porch.  The detailing includes broad eaves with knee braces, gable roof wall dormer along the side elevation with returned cornice and knee braces, pedimented lintels over single, double, and triple windows, 3/1 window lights common to the style, and a porch with clapboard closed rail supporting a truncated half column.  The example at 1010 MacFarlane (45/34) parallels the form of the first fairly closely.  It exhibits a shed roof dormer, knee braces under broad eaves, exposed beams, bargeboards, major window with transom, and full porch with closed, clapboard rail and truncated half posts.  Although they do not possess the same pitch, the ridge of the gable roof of the porch parallels the gable roof of the porch, a common feature in the bungalow style.  The example at 107 Pauquette (48/33) displays a clipped gable, shingling in the gable, exposed rafters, knee braces, a gable roof wall dormer, bands of windows, 3/1 window lights, a shallow bay, and a sun porch and adjacent entry porch with gable roof and knee braces.  The one and a half story, clapboard example at 723 Prospect (40/9) displays a dominating, gable roof dormer in the center of the long, sloping roof.  Shingling and exposed beams along the gables of the dormer and the main roof, bargeboards along the ends of the gables, a shallow bay at the east elevation, and two major windows with transoms further elaborate the dwelling.  A front porch crosses the facade under the main roof of the dwelling.  The closed porch rail appears to have been constructed originally of brick with three short, clustered colonettes on the top of each pier.  The porch frieze is curved.



Several relatively elaborate, frame and clapboard, one and a half story, side gabled bungalows occur in Portage.  The dwelling at 502 W. Conant (33/0) exhibits many of the qualities of this variety.  The first floor retains its original tile exterior, and recent siding covers the second.  The dwelling displays a broad, gabled roof which incorporates the full front porch and includes two gable roof dormers across the facade.  Details include bargeboards, knee braces, exposed rafters and purlins, a shallow bay, and porch with tile pillars and closed rail.  The example at ca. 606 W. Pleasant (34/21) illustrates the common use of multiple cladding materials with clapboards along the first floor and shingling along the second.  A gable roof dormer opens the low second floor.  Additional detailing includes knee braces and exposed rafters, 3/1 window lights, and full front porch with clapboard closed rail and truncated half posts placed on a more recent brick base.  Two practically identical bungalows stand at 623 (34/8) and 625 W. Pleasant (34/7) (figure 20).  A single large dormer opens the second floor and an open front porch placed under the main roof crosses the facade.  Decorative detailing includes shingling along the dormer and in the gables, exposed rafters, bargeboards, major window with transom, and porch supported with square half posts placed on the closed rail and detailed with a curved frieze.





Prairie School Style (1895-1925)



Beginning in the 1870s, an architectural movement focused in Chicago strove to produce a uniquely American form of architecture.  Associated with the development of tall, steel frame buildings, Louis Sullivan led the early stages of the movement under the Chicago School.  Frank Lloyd Wright continued Sullivan's move toward an American architectural form and nurtured the movement under the Prairie School.  The resulting Prairie School style became evident across the Upper Midwest by 1910.  The primary characteristic of the style became its horizontal emphasis and the manipulation of materials and details to achieve that effect.  Indebted to the American Arts and Crafts movement which attempted to reconcile art with machine, the style also focused on simplicity of design and the honest use of materials.  In theory, this emphasis reflected the style's natural environment, the prairies of the Midwest.  The domestic forms became characterized by the use of the basic cube form or box design which was given a horizontal emphasis through the use of low pitched, hip or gable roofs, widely overhung eaves and bands of windows placed directly under the soffit, a low second story, the use of the belt course or shelf roof between stories, leaded windows, and low wings stretching away from the building.  The quality of materials used in the style, wood, brick or stucco, also gained emphasis (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 2-21).



Prairie school design influenced two vernacular forms in Portage.  The side gabled, low and horizontally designed, one and a half story, frame dwelling at 430 W. Edgewater (26/5) (figure 21) displays a limited number decorative features and irregular massing.  The overall effect of the style is achieved not by a wealth of detailing but by the manipulation of materials and shapes.  The main entrance, screened porch, and attached garage placed along the front of the dwelling create much of this feeling of horizontal extent and irregularity.  Dark shingling clads the flared walls of the house, and the shed roof dormer with windows directly under the soffit light a broad area along the second floor.  Additional details include the broad eaves, heavy use of exposed beams, and the clipped gable over the garage.  The two story, frame, hip roof dwelling at 430 W. Cook (29/8) displays broad eaves, flared walls, and a band of windows placed directly under the soffit which are visually extended through the use of a continuous sill.  Clapboard cladding covers the exterior of the first floor while shingling finishes the second floor.  The entrance porch at the northwest corner is place within the massing of the house.  Widely spaced brackets and exposed beams complete the detailing.





Colonial Revival Style (1895-1940)



Perhaps the clearest expression of the return to more regular forms and past decorative elements blossomed as the revival styles of the twentieth century.  These styles gained particular popularity because they tended to evoke a feeling of stability by creating associations with the past.  Much of the nation sought these referents as they adjusted to the swift changes engendered by the Industrial Revolution of the late nineteenth century.  The revival styles reached their zenith in the 1920s.  One form, the Colonial Revival, in fact received its initial inspiration from the revival of interest in American traditions by the Philadelphia Centennial of 1876.  As a result, American architects gradually began to incorporate colonial and classical detailing into the Queen Anne as noted.  At the turn of the century, they incorporated the regular, boxy forms of the eighteenth century Georgian and Federal styles and the Dutch colonial forms remaining in the Hudson Valley of New York into their designs.  The types of detailing adapted generated different forms of revival styles.  Architects
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A. Figure 21: An example of the Prairie School style: 430 Edgewater (26/5).  B. Figure 22: An example of the Colonial Revival style: 628 Prospect (40/16).

�infrequently produced copies of past forms and most often utilized these forms as a source of inspiration.



The rectangular, symmetrically pierced shapes sparingly adorned with an interpretation of colonial detailing created the Colonial Revival style.  This style was usually applied to domestic architecture creating a two story residence pierced by multi-light windows and most frequently cladded with clapboard.  Brick and tile examples also exist.  Detailing focused on the main entrance and included the classical entry porches with columns, pilasters, and denticulated cornices, decorative swages and festoons, and pediments and sidelights along the main entry.  The use of symmetrically placed dormers, shuttered windows, end chimneys, and the small, boxy sun porches or garages, sometimes connected by breezeways to the side elevations, are also common.  While this style used some classical detailing, it was applied sparingly and in an informal manner.  More extensive use of classical detailing in a formally correct manner created the Georgian Revival as discussed below (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 2-17, 29; Perrin 1967: 107-109).



Portage's examples include very simplified versions of the domestic Colonial Revival as well as the Church of Christ Scientist.  The two story, side gabled, rectangular, tile dwelling at 628 Prospect (40/16) is typical of the style.  Erected ca. 1923 (Murtagh 1986), the house was designed by Frank Riley of Madison.  It exhibits a symmetrical facade with a centered vestibule flanked by one multi-light window on each side.  Classical details including the pediment and pilasters elaborate the entry.  Multi-light, double hung windows placed above the first floor openings and immediately above a belt course and below the wide cornice board open the second floor.  Eyebrow dormers occur near the edge of the gable roof.  Exposed end chimneys are center at each side elevation.  A one story sun porch with iron rail along its roof lies at the west elevation.  Riley also designed the Colonial Revival Dorothy Walker House at 1230 W. Pleasant (44/34) in 1936 (Rehm 1993).  The frame and clapboard, side gabled example at 416 W. Pleasant (34/32) (fgire 22) is covered with a gable roof with returned cornices and lunette windows in the gable ends.  Multi-pane, shuttered windows placed in a symmetrical arrangement in relation to the main entrance pierce the facade.  The centered main entrance is flanked by pilasters, sidelights, and fanlight with keystone.  An entry porch supported by attenuated Tuscan columns is covered with a gable roof.  A one story sun porch occurs at the east elevation.  The two story, red brick, side gabled dwelling at 805 Prospect (40/11) displays a hip roof and symmetrically arranged fenestration.  This example carries more elaboration along the walls and windows than most examples in Portage.  These details include a denticulated cornice, fluted stone lintels and sills along the second floor facade, keystones incorporated into the first floor lintels, and decorative stone work between the two second story, center windows.  Windows are multi-light.  Sidelights and fanlight surround the centered, main entrance.  The entry porch displays a denticulated broken pediment, curve frieze, and clustered, square posts with capitals.  A sun porch with decorative metal rail is placed at the east elevation.



Charles Valentine, Milwaukee architect, designed the Church of Christ Scientist (417 W. Wisconsin, 35/24) which reached completion in 1933 (Portage Public Library n.d. [undated history]; Milwaukee Journal 1/7/1934; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; Register-Democrat 1/25/1934; WPA 1940-42: folder 7).  The ashlar, limestone veneer church carries a gable roof with returned cornices.  It is topped by a squat tower of three stages forming a square base and completed with a cupola.  Wall dormers with stained glass windows and 6/6 light, double hung windows illuminate the church along each side elevation.  Placed in the gable end, the entrance is simply treated with a fanlight.  A curved portico supported by giant Tuscan columns elaborates the otherwise simply treated facade.





Georgian Revival Style (1900-1940)



The Georgian Revival style was born of the same movement as the Colonial Revival.  It also drew its initial inspiration from the Philadelphia Centennial of 1876 and later support from the Chicago Exposition of 1893.  Georgian Revival architecture tended to be larger in scale and utilize a more historically correct interpretation of classical details derived from the American Georgian and Federal styles of the eighteenth century.  Because it tended to have a more monumental appearance, it was used not only in domestic but in public architecture.  The style utilized relatively formal, symmetrical facades, rectangular plans, and hip roofs.  The main entrance often occurs in the center with two proportionately spaced, flanking windows on either side.  Or, the entrance is positioned at one side with approximately three proportionately space windows at the other side.  Following the original styles, the classical details were primarily applied to the doors and eaves and in more formal examples to the windows.  These details included denticulated cornices, elliptical fanlights, sidelights along the main entry, Palladian windows, broken pediments usually positioned above the entrance, and classical columns and pilasters (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 2-17, 28; Perrin 1967: 107-109).



Interpretations of the Georgian Revival style in Portage include a small number of dwellings, two apartment buildings, and a school.  The two story, frame and clapboard Zona Gale House at 506 W. Edgewater (1/21) exhibits a pedimented, full height portico in the center of its facade.  It is supported by giant Ionic columns and displays Ionic corner pilasters and a denticulated cornice.  An entablature is placed above the entrance.  This example was entered into the National Register in 1981.  The Taylor House at 212 W. Howard (38/27) (figure 23) represents a renovation of an early Italianate dwelling once very similar to the one at 208 W. Howard (38/26).  The main block of the two story dwelling is composed of cream brick while the later Georgian Revival facade is frame and clapboard.  Detailing along the facade includes the pedimented gable with round arch window accented by a keystone; frieze board with decorative wreath detailing; giant, fluted pilasters; panels with carved detailing separating the bands of windows along the two floors; a recessed entrance elaborated with fluted pilasters and entablature; and porte cochere supported by Tuscan posts and finished with decorative railing along the roof.



Two apartment buildings display the influence of the Georgian Revival style.  The two story, random rubble, granite Stotzer Apartments at 224 E. Howard (37/32) is completed with a two story, frame porch.  It exhibits giant, engaged Tuscan columns, a pedimented gable over the second floor sun porch, multi-light, floor length windows, overlight above the outdoor entrance, and sidelights along the entrance into the building.  Erected between 1933 and 1934 (Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1931-33]), the two and a half story, side gabled, tile A.A.
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A. Figure 23: An example of the Georgian Revival style: 212 W. Howard (41/3).  B. Figure 24: An example of the Dutch Colonial Revival style: 228 W. Burns (45/36).

�Porter Apartments (110 E. Conant, 30/24) display a rather simple interpretation of the Georgian Revival style.  Stylistic elements include bands of windows along the facade of both floors flanking a centrally located, recessed main entrance flanked by sidelights.  Fanlights are placed above first floor, facade windows.  Interior end chimneys occur in the center of each side elevation, and the two dormers are finished with returned cornices and 6/6, double hung windows lights.  Erected in 1917 by the Northern Construction Company of Milwaukee (Portage Daily Register 7/26/1916), the brick veneer, single story, First Ward Cottage School at 505 Thompson (49/5) also displays a limited amount of Georgian Revival detailing.  In addition to the glassed entrance vestibule elaborated with pediment, denticulated frieze, and pilasters, the school building displays multi-pane windows, broad frieze board, and a belt course marking the location of the top of the high basement wall.





Dutch Colonial Revival Style (1900-1940)



Erected between 1900 and 1940, the Dutch Colonial Revival Style represents a variation of the Colonial and Georgian revival styles.  Reminiscent of the Dutch Colonial forms along the East Coast, the style is most readily identified by its gambrel roof, occasionally elaborated with flared eaves.  Examples are generally one and a half stories in height and rectangular, T-shaped, or L-shaped in plan.  Like its contemporary revival styles, it exhibits a symmetrical facade along the main block and sparse, classical detailing.  A lower wing is occasionally included along a side elevation.  Multiple cladding materials such as clapboards, shingles, brick, and/or stone are also used.  The Dutch Colonial Revival is almost exclusively a residential style (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 2-29).



Portage includes many examples of Dutch Colonial Revival style architecture.  The frame and clapboard example at 909 W. Conant (32/24) is a typically low form, covered with a gambrel roof, and opened with a shed roof dormer across the facade.  A one story, original screen porch with ends finished with lattice work crosses the entire facade.  A contemporary gambrel roof garage (32/24) stands adjacent.  The frame and clapboard dwelling an 228 W. Burns (45/36) (figure 24) includes a large, centered dormer with flared sides and wood rail, shingling along the dormer and gable of the main roof, a canted bay, a shelf roof between the two stories, and a porch with denticulated frieze and Tuscan half posts closed with a clapboard rail and windows.  A simply detailed brick example at 519 W. Conant (32/7) is opened along the second floor with a gambrel roof dormer.  An open, full length porch supported by Tuscan posts crosses the facade.



Portage also includes considerably more elaborate examples of the Dutch Colonial Revival.  The frame and clapboard, L-shaped dwelling at 501 W. Pleasant (34/28) displays a large, gambrel dormer; shingling and a leaded glass, lunette window with keystone motif in the gables; a canted, one story bay; major window with transom; Palladian window with diamond lights; and a wrap-around front porch resting on Tuscan columns and finished with an open rail.  The rectangular, frame and clapboard dwelling at 505 W. Conant (32/4) faces its gable to the street.  It possesses a steep gambrel roof with cornice return and flared eaves and flared walls.  Additional details include the patterned shingling in the gables, the pedimented dormer, bay windows topped with wall dormers along the side elevations, canted bay window along facade, and full front porch with semi-circular entry, open wood rail, and Tuscan columns.  The rectangular, frame and clapboard example at 607 W. Conant (32/12) is dominated by a steeply pitch, gable roof wall dormer across its facade.  Additional detailing includes shingling and a pent roof in the gables, canted bay, and a wrap-around porch with denticulated frieze and Ionic half columns placed on concrete block piers.





Tudor Revival Style (1900-1940)



Similar to other contemporary revival styles, the Tudor Revival adapted its design motif from past building traditions, in this case a variety of folk and high style medieval to seventeenth century English architecture.  Applied over a balloon frame, half-timbering finished with stucco or brick is a common element of the style.  The half timbering usually appears in the steep gables.  However, examples without half timbering also exist.  Additional features include irregular massing; multiple, steep gables; large, elaborate chimneys; bands of multi-light windows; and arched entrances.  The Tudor Revival primarily adorns domestic architecture.



Portage contains a large number of Tudor Revival style dwellings with and without the decorative half timbering.  The tile example at 508 Prospect (40/30) (figure 25) possesses steep gables with half timbering and stucco in the upper half story and in the steep gable above the door.  A dominant front, cross gable incorporates the front entrance under its flared wall.  Additional detailing includes a tall chimney with chimney pot, limestone quoins which define the edges of the dwelling, and bands of windows.  A one and a half story dwelling of patterned tile, the example at 408 W. Pleasant (34/30) presents three steep gables along the facade which are finished in half timber and stucco.  This motif is repeated in the gable of the hood over the main entrance.  The round arched entrance is defined by limestone voussoir.  Additional details include the typical bands of 6/1 light windows, bargeboards along the gables, and a tall chimney.  An elaborate and very asymmetrical, cream brick example stands at 525 E. Cook (26/31).  It displays the typical half timber and stucco, steeply pitched gables.  Bargeboards, exposed beams, and knee braces further elaborate the flared gables.  A tall, corbeled chimney with recessed panel, enclosed porch, and two story canted bay also elaborate the dwelling.  The horizontally massed, stone veneer example at ca. 913 W. Conant (33/10) is similarly elaborate.  The building presents a group of diverse shapes including the half timber and stucco front gable, triangular dormer, and multi-sided entrance tower with tent roof.  A voussoir surrounds the entryway.  Additional detailing includes the tall chimney, an original patio with closed stone rail at the west elevation, one story bay, and several diamond light windows.  The brick dwelling at 911 W. Conant (32/25) displays the steeply pitched gables with half timber and stucco elaboration along the facade.  It is also elaborated with a tall, dominating chimney, gable wall dormers containing long, narrow casement windows and decorative metal railing, and a main entrance with concrete surround.



A number of examples lack the half timber and stucco elaboration in the gables.  A very simple, patterned tile, Tudor Revival dwelling stands at ca. 520 E. Conant (32/21).  The one and a half story building displays a steeply sloped gable roof with shed roof dormer.  Windows contain 6/1 light, double hung frames.  A dominating, steep gable whose roof reaches to the level of the first floor
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A. Figure 25: An example of the Tudor Revival style: 508 Prospect (40/30).  B.  Figure 26: An example of the Spanish Colonial style: 302 W. Emmett (45/16).

�contains the round arch entrance and window.   The patterned tile dwelling at 411 E. Edgewater (23/14) displays two steeply pitched, dominant and overlapping gables with returned cornices along the facade.  One lower gable which projects forward includes the round arch entrance closed with a heavy, vertical board door and an arcaded wing wall.  Double and triple multi-pane windows and a wall dormer also characterize the dwelling.  The brick Tierney House at 523 W. Edgewater (23/26) displays very similar elements.  Its steeply gabled roof and dominating, front cross gable include diamond light, casement windows.  The front gable includes limestone voussoir around the main entrance and an arched wing wall.  Limestone quoins define the corners of the building.  A stone chimney dominates the west elevation.  Dating to ca. 1929 (data from owner, 1992 survey), the tile dwelling at 525 W. Cook (28/26) displays a steep, dominating front cross gable which contains the round arch entrance.  A shingled shed roof dormer crosses the facade.  Pattern brick elaborates the gables, the chimney dominates the east elevation, and a sun porch with decorative wood rail occurs at the east elevation.  The tile dwelling at 412 Prospect (34/31) is covered by a relatively steep, wood shingled hip and gable roof.  The tall, exposed chimney at the west elevation and an interior chimney, the rounded entrance vestibule with round arch entry, and wing wall extending in front of the facade and pierced with round arch opening provide considerable irregularity.  The main windows, main entrance, one chimney, and other locations are accented with limestone.



Based on more formal English building traditions of the Late Medieval period, one variety of Tudor Revival displays a gabled parapet along the facade (McAlester 1990: 356).  The Flemish gable is frequently employed in this variety.  The two story, red brick dwelling at 626 Prospect (40/17) displays a squarish, heavy massing and low pitch, pyramid roof with broad eaves.  Limestone quoins define the corners of the building and the enclosed front porch.  A flemish gable with console with scrolls and lunette window rests in the center of front roof line.  The hipped roof dormer is shingle, and the tall chimney at the west elevation is elaborated with panels and adds some elevation to the rather squat massing of the building.  The full front porch has a closed limestone rail and steps.





Spanish Colonial Style (1900-1940)



Although the Spanish Colonial style occurs rather infrequently in Wisconsin, Portage offers several examples.  The Spanish Colonial style generally displays an asymmetrical facade, flat wall surfaces often but not always covered with stucco, and very low pitched or flat roofs.  Arches frequently occur above the main entrance or a principal window.  Columns, pilasters, carved stonework or patterned tile often emphasize the entrance.  Arcading or terra cotta, tile, or plaster ornament inspired by classical motifs may interrupt these wall surfaces.  Arcaded walkways and round or square towers also occur (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 2-32; McAlester 1990: 418).



Two examples in Portage are both one story and stuccoed and possess flat roofs and a curvilinear parapet encircling the dwelling.  The 1913 (corner block) example at 203 W. Emmett (45/16) (figure 26) is placed on a high basement.  Belt courses interrupt the wall.  The porches also display the parapet and have a closed rail and curved frieze.  The sun porches occurring along the east and north elevation are closed with windows and fanlights.  Sidelights flank the main entrance door.  The treatment at 1300 W. Wisconsin (44/11) also displays the curvilinear parapet along all elevations and porches but lacks the sun porches and entry porch of the first example.  Its entrance vestibule includes a fanlight over the main entrance door and adjacent windows.





Vernacular Architectural Forms



Although the term vernacular refers to that which is local, vernacular architecture frequently indicates those buildings which lack sufficient or characteristic stylistic decorative elements to be classified by style.  These vernacular buildings, in fact, far outnumber those assignable to styles.  Vernacular buildings are frequently classified by exterior attributes including their massing or overall shape, roof shape and roof orientation, and number of stories, in short, their form.  The forms are also frequently traditional.  That is, they have existed for long periods and the knowledge of their construction was at least through the nineteenth century passed from generation to generation primarily by example and oral communication.  Because of the transmission process, local variations in the forms did arise.  Many of the traditional forms were later placed in catalogues and builder's magazines.  Also, many of these forms were quite susceptible to addition and improvement so that although they continue to dominate the built environment of Portage, a considerably smaller number of intact examples remain to represent each form.  Their degree of integrity forms the basis on which their architectural significance is assessed.  Additionally, few data were gleaned concerning the builders of particular vernacular buildings and the manner in which they were planned and built.  The broad periods assigned to the forms below serve simply as rough estimates.





Front Gabled Form (ca. 1840-1925)



The front gabled form places the main entrance under the gable, and both face the street.  The main block is rectangular in plan, one, one and a half, and two stories in height, and covered with a gable roof.  The entrance along the facade may have a full porch, entry porch or stoop.  The fenestration is symmetrically arranged, and the door may occur in the center of the gable or off to one side.  Most additions occur along the rear of the building.  This form likely derives from Greek Revival antecedents.  It appears as domestic, commercial, and school buildings and halls and churches.  This section will focus on its use as a dwelling form.



Some characteristics of the front gabled did generally change through time.  The earlier forms tended to be narrower and be covered with steeper roofs than their late nineteenth century counterparts.  The front gabled form for the most part lacks key decorative details and is therefore not classified as a style.  But, a few stylistic elements may occur.  Miscellaneous stylistic features may include, for example the returned cornices of the Greek Revival, the shingling and turned porch posts of the Queen Anne, or one or two classical features of the revival styles.   Although windows are usually plain, examples may display window variations which parallel contemporary styles and thus suggest their age.  Examples include the tall and narrow forms of the Gothic or Italianate or the major window with transom of the late nineteenth and early twentieth century styles.  These dwellings may also include dormers on either planes of the roof and simple molding along lintels and sills (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 3-2).



Primarily a frame and clapboard dwelling in Portage, many examples of the front gabled form in Portage have received later siding.  The two story example with one story rear addition at 309 E. Cook (27/14) (figure 27) includes a full front porch supported by posts with capitals and detailed with brackets and a flattened arch.  This frequently Gothic Revival detail with the tall and narrow form suggests a comparatively early building date for this dwelling.  A major window was later added to the first floor facade.  Examples such as the one at 317 E. Edgewater (22/28) often received later asbestos siding.  It is one and a half stories in height and has a symmetrical facade with entrance placed to the side.  Its returned cornices are a Greek Revival detail.  The full front porch with turned post, delicate brackets, and spindle frieze was added somewhat later.  The tall and narrow proportions, cornice returns, and 6/6 light windows indicate a comparatively early building date.  The frame, two story example with rear shed roof addition at 407 E. Wisconsin (49/1) displays a full front porch elaborated with turned posts, spindle frieze, and brackets.  Its squatter proportions and Queen Anne type porch suggest a late nineteenth century period of construction.





Side Gable Form (ca. 1840-1940)



In Portage as in the rest of Wisconsin, the side gable form was erected from the beginning of Euro-American settlement and became a very common dwelling type.  Although the form functioned as commercial and public buildings, in Portage and in the remainder of the state, it was primarily utilized as a domestic building.  Distinguishing elements include its rectangular plan and the placement of the main entrance under the eaves whose direction parallel the front of the dwelling.  The form is covered with a gable roof.  The side gable type is constructed as a one to three story building, and half stories, particularly the one and a half story version, are common.  In Portage, the form is constructed in frame and clapboard and cream brick.  Earlier forms are often narrow or one room in depth.  The side gabled forms which are one room deep and whose width contains two rooms of equal width are classified as I houses.  If these two rooms are of unequal width, they are hall and parlor houses.  The height is not a determining element.  A third early variety of the side gable form, the post-Georgian type, is two rooms deep and two rooms wide with a central hall (Glassie 1976).  Unfortunately, the room width is often not discernable on the exterior.  Later examples of the side gable usually became more squat in appearance and gain a higher foundation.  In Wisconsin, opening arrangements are generally symmetrical.  The door occurs in the center, and windows are symmetrically arranged in relationship to it.  Some very late versions may carry an asymmetrical arrangement, especailly with the inclusion of major windows at the front.  Common to the form, original or added shed roof wings may cross the rear to create a salt box effect.  Gable roof wings may also extend in a perpendicular fashion from the rear.  The side gable form received few decorative elaborations.  Embellishments may include an entry or full front porch with a shed, flat, or slightly hipped roof.  The porch may carry such decorative elements as turned posts, a spindle frieze, and/or brackets.  Some early example display sidelights or an overlight (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 3-3).
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A. Figure 27: An example of the front gable form: 309 E. Cook (27/14).  B.  Figure 28: An example of the side gabled form with T-shape extention: the Joshua Guppey House at 647 Silver Lake Drive (47/35).

�As with the front gable form, many examples of the side gabled dwelling in Portage have undergone modification primarily by the addition of later siding.  For this reason, many of the intact examples are brick.  An early example, the one story, cream brick dwelling at 510 E. Cook (27/16) is constructed along a hillside.  The one story street level portion contains a central main entrance and one surviving floor length window opening.  The basement portion of the dwelling which is constructed against the north hillside is exposed on the remaining elevations and an early two story wing extends to the east well below the street level.  The 6/6 window lights which occur in window openings at scattered locations indicate the house's considerable antiquity.  The front porch has been altered by the replacement of posts.



Many of the side gable forms do carry some hint of decorative elaboration.  The simple, one and a half story, cream brick example at 320 River Street (44/17) includes an Italianate style entry porch with chamfered posts and heavy brackets.  A somewhat more elaborate, two story, cream brick version at 510 W. Carroll (39/7) displays a Gothic-like, central gable wall dormer with bargeboard, canted, one story bay, and contemporary porch with chamfered posts, decorative frieze, and diminutive brackets.  The almost squarish, two story, tile side gable form at 138 E. Howard (37/29) is a late example of this type.  Its originally enclosed porch crosses the facade.



The T-shaped version is a common, nineteenth century variation of the side gabled form which often includes a minimal amount of detailing.  The T shape is formed by a shallow one and a half to two story, gable roof extension placed in the center of the facade and containing the main entrance under its gable.  While this shape might be classified as a gabled ell (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 3-5), in Portage the shallowness of the two story extension relates it more to the side gabled form.  Although the cream brick examples now predominate, it occurs in both frame and clapboard and cream brick.  The construction of the rambling Judge Joshua Guppey house, now the Bennett house, at 647 Silver Lake Drive (47/32) (figure 28) includes two side gabled dwellings joined back to back with a connecting wing.  The two story, frame portion which is now covered with later siding lacks the centered, front extension.  This portion of the house includes double, 2/2 window lights, cornice returns along one side elevation, and a round arch window or door under the centered, Gothic-like wall dormer.  The entry porch supported by turned posts is not contemporary with the building of the dwelling.  The T-shaped, two story, cream brick dwelling at the east side of the complex includes two, steep, gable roof wall dormers flanking the centered extension.  All windows have round arch lintels.  Those along the first floor facade are narrow and double.  Double doors occur on either floor of the centered extension.  Very likely, this dwelling at one time included Gothic Revival trim along the gables and a Gothic entrance porch.  Devoid of its trim, it becomes a T-shaped, side gabled form.  The two level, Gothic-like carriage house (47/33) is frame with board and batten siding.  The entrance to the loft occurs through a steeply pitched gable placed in the center of the building.  Brackets elaborate the eaves and a square, louvered cupola sits in the center of the roof.



Additional examples of the frame and brick T-shaped, side gabled form exist.  The two story, brick example at 224 W. Burns (46/0) includes a pedimented, double door entrance with overlight, a bargeboard along the center gable, and a canted bay with brackets.  The porch across the facade supported by turned posts and elaborated with a pediment has lost some of its trim.  The example at 405 W. Cook (28/14) displays brackets under the eaves, a double, round arch window, and a main entrance flanked by sidelights and overlights in the centered extension.  The later, classical porch includes a denticulated frieze and Tuscan columns.  The two story, frame and clapboard dwelling at 519 W. Cook (28/25) is Gothic-like in appearance.  It is embellished with a bargeboard, finials placed at the peak of the two wall dormers and centered extension, and round arch windows with stylized keystone along the second floor facade.  The first floor facade displays a double door main entrance with overlight flanked by two narrow, double windows.  This dwelling like the Guppey house can be classified as either a vernacular form or an example heavily influenced by the Gothic style.





Gabled Ell Form (1860-1910)



The gabled ell also attained considerably popularity in Portage as well as in the remainder Wisconsin.  Composed of two, gable roof wings generally joined at their rear corner, the gabled ell often began as a front gable or side gable form and then received a wing to create the L-shape.  The entrance to the dwelling occurs under the porch near the juncture of the two wings.  It may occur in either the main block or upright portion whose gable faces the street or in the side wing, the portion whose roof line parallels the street, or in both.  Both frame and clapboard and cream brick versions occur in Portage.  The windows are generally distributed in a regular fashion along the building.  The number of stories in each wing varies.  If they possess different heights, the upright wing is generally the highest of the two wings.  A common combination includes a one story side wing and a one and a half story upright wing.  They also may both be one, one and a half or two stories in height.  Almost always a domestic form, the building type offered outdoor living space with its sheltered entrance under its ubiquitous front and perhaps rear porch.  This form is restricted almost completely to the second half of the nineteenth century in Wisconsin.  Often the porch or gable may be the only portions of the dwelling elaborated with decorative elements.  The porch may display brackets, turned posts, spindle frieze, and balustrade and brackets or bargeboard may elaborate the gable.  Early dwellings may exhibit one or two Greek Revival elements such as the returned cornice or display Italianate details such as brackets under the eaves.  Some Greek Revival or Italianate style dwellings possess ell building forms.  Again, assignment to vernacular form or style often becomes a question of degree of elaboration.  Other details like the bay are more difficult to assign to a specific style.  Additions to the gabled ell usually occur at the rear of the building (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 3-5, 6).



A large number of gabled ells occur in Portage.  Like the other vernacular forms, many have received later siding, and their enclosed porches mask the facade.  The construction of the relatively intact examples span the last half of the nineteenth century.  The rather rambling, early, story and a half example placed along the hillside south of E. Cook (506 E. Cook, 27/18) might be viewed as either a front gable with a side wing or a gabled ell.  The story and a half upright portion opens immediately onto the street.  Its basement which lies against the hill is open along the other three elevations.  The story and a half side wing sits below the slope.  The facade displays narrow, round arch openings and an overlight at the main entrance.  The top floor of the side wing is lighted by two gable roof dormers topped with triangular, Gothic-like window shapes.  The front porch posts are replaced.



One very simple, frame and clapboard gabled ell (416 E. Conant, 31/9) with one and a half story upright and one story side wing is almost devoid of stylistic reference.  It does carry a wide frieze board reminiscent of the Greek Revival, and the entrance porch is incorporated under the roof of the side wing.  The frame and clapboard example at 131 W. Mullett (48/7) includes a one and a half story upright with centered entrance, returned cornices, and wide frieze board and a hip roof, one story side wing.  This example quite clearly began as a front gable form with stylistic reference to the Greek Revival.



Several of Portage's intact gabled ells displays Italianate stylistic referents.  The one and a half story, cream brick example at 612 E. Conant (29/22) includes brackets, canted bay, window hoods over narrow windows, and a front porch with turned posts and delicate brackets.  The cream brick, two story gabled ell at 611 Adams (41/13) exhibits a canted bay and an entry vestibule with entry porch composed of chamfered posts with capitals, brackets, and decorative frieze.  The story and a half, brick gabled ell at 416 W. Cook (29/12) displays two one story bays with denticulated and bracketed frieze board, a pendant in the gable, and an overlight above the entrance.  The entry porch is replaced.  The one and a half story, cream brick dwelling at 327 E. Edgewater (22/25) includes segmental arch lintels with corbel stops, a one story, canted bay with brackets, sidelights and overlight around the main entrance, and an Italianate entry porch exhibiting chamfered posts with capitals, brackets, spindle frieze, and pediment with sunburst design.  This example may be classified as either a vernacular gabled ell with Italianate detailing or an Italianate with gabled ell form.



The later gabled ells with limited Queen Anne detailing, mainly at the porch, tend to be brick and possess a wider floor plan, wings of approximately equal height, and a more modestly pitched, multi-gable roof.  The two story example at 322 W. Cook (29/18) displays a front porch with turned posts and brackets and steeply pitched, gabled wall dormer with shaped returns.  The two story example at 520 W. Cook (29/3) (figure 29) exhibits flat arched lintels with corbel stops and an entry porch displaying turned posts, a spindle frieze, lattice work, and brackets.  The story and a half example at 527 W. Cook (28/27) displays a triangular dormer finished with clapboards and a porch across the ell displaying turned post, brackets, a spindle frieze, and a shingled pediment.





Two Story Cube Form (ca. 1850-1910)



Construction of the two story cube form occurred both in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  A cube or boxy shape with two story height, both a low and high pitched hip or pyramid roof, and near absence of ornamentation characterizes the general form.  Its eaves are not widely overhung and generally lack ornamentation.  Triangular dormers or gablets may be centered along the roof above the entrance, but the two story cube is not usually pierced by dormer windows.  The few examples in Portage are frame.  The fenestration is symmetrically composed in reference to the centered, main entrance.  This boxy massing also characterized the Italianate, and the later American Foursquare
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A. Figure 29: An example of the gabled ell form: 520 W. Cook (29/3).  B. Figure 30: An example of the two story cube form: 501 W. Conant (32/3).

�which eventually replaced the use of this vernacular form.  However, while the two story cube may possess one or several stylistic elements, the absence of elaboration usually separates them from their more stylistic contemporaries.  Those examples constructed at the turn of the twentieth century may exhibit the four room floor plan with side entrance hall similar to the American Foursquare and thus display off-centered entrances.  A porch almost always spans part or all of the facade and is usually covered with a hip roof.  Here, the form may display porches with several stylistic elements such as turned posts and brackets on nineteenth century examples and Tuscan posts and balustraded railings on turn of the century dwellings.  Singly placed brackets may elaborate the eaves of late nineteenth century, two story cubes.  Side elevations may be elaborated with a simple bay window.  Additions usually occur at the rear as one story sheds with a gable or shed roof or as a full, two story wing with gable roof which can attain the width of the dwelling (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 3-7).



Not originally a common form in Portage, few intact examples currently exist.  Although sided with aluminum, the example at 501 W. Conant (32/3) (figure 30) at once indicates the changes which occurred to the form, the addition of siding and the alteration of the front porch, and represents the two story cube.  It is a comparatively elaborate nineteenth century example.  It exhibits the symmetrical fenestration, the gablet, here elaborated with a sunburst and spindles, a two story bay along the side elevation with a gable similar to the gablet, and a modified full front porch with concrete block open rail and Tuscan half columns.





One Story Cube Form (1870-1930)



A domestic building type, the one story cube possesses a boxy form.  Although in reality its floor plan may be rectangular with the short side facing the street, because its height is equal to its width, its appears to have a cube-like massing.  It is a strictly one story form.  Many one story cube forms also exhibit shed or hip roof dormers, but they ventilate the attic space and do not indicate the existence of a second, original half story.  A hip or often relatively steeply pitched, pyramid roof covers the dwelling.  Fenestration is often symmetrically organized in relation to a centrally positioned door in the nineteenth century forms, and it became increasingly asymmetrical by the turn of the century.  Additions to rear reaching back into the lot in a telescope fashion and/or along the side elevations are common.  The form displays little elaboration.  It very frequently includes a front porch which received much of the limited detailing.  In nineteenth and early twentieth century examples, the entry or full porch may exhibit some stylistic details such as Italianate chamfered posts and heavy brackets or Queen Anne turned posts, a spindle frieze, and/or brackets.  It also received widely spaced Italianate-like brackets under its eaves.  In the twentieth century, these porches were sometimes brought under the main roof and enclosed to provide additional living space to this diminutive type.  And, some decorative features of the bungalow were adapted to this form (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 3-8).



Both frame and clapboard and cream brick examples are common in Portage.  Two intact examples display several details primarily common to the Italianate style.  The cream brick dwelling at 331 E. Howard (37/5) has lost what may have been an Italianate type entry porch but retains the flat arched lintels with corbel stops and the bay with decorative brick work along the side elevation.  The brick example at 604 W. Conant (32/30) includes several Italianate details: the narrow, double round arch windows, fanlight above the main entrance, and the rectangular bay with denticulated and bracketed frieze board.  The front posts of the entry porch in front of the vestibule have been altered, but the porch retains two rear posts with capitals, a frieze with carved design, and pediment with Greek cross motif.



Many intact examples display one or several Queen Anne details.  The frame and clapboard dwelling at 103 Armstrong (23/30) includes a wing along the side elevation.  An entry porch at the centered entrance of the main block and a porch adjacent to the entry along the side wing display turned posts, spindle frieze, brackets, and wood rail.  The brick dwelling at 420 W. Cook (29/11) lost its porch posts but retains the shingling in the gable of the porch; the canted bay with brackets; the narrow, round arch, double windows; and fanlight above the entrance along the facade.  This example is likely a one story cube form which initially received some Italianate detailing and later acquired a porch with Queen Anne detailing.  The cream brick dwelling at 323 E. Edgewater (22/27) (figure 31) includes a porch with turned posts and brackets and two canted bays with brackets and shingling in the gable.  The frame and clapboard dwelling at ca. 212 E. Pleasant (37/2) displays a similarly elaborate canted bay with corner blocks and fluted window surrounds, shingled bargeboard, latticework in the eaves, and porch with shingled pediment.  The porch is enclosed.  And, a frame and clapboard example at 428 W. Oneida (46/13) exhibits a central, shingled, gabled wall dormer, classical denticulation along the frieze board, and porch with chamfered posts and denticulated frieze.





Commercial, Industrial, and Public Architectural Forms



The architecture of the commercial and industrial and some of the large public buildings generally follows the architectural trends of the periods in which they were built.  However, functional requirements such as large areas of open space and/or the need to conserve room on narrow lots of the retail district as well as the desire to elaborate the functionally important buildings of the city as symbols of Portage's commercial progress and political importance led to the construction of stylistic variations.  The commercial buildings in the retail district are generally long and narrow with large and high open spaces.  Built at the edge of the retail district, the industrial and public buildings required large spaces, but they often lacked the lot restraints of the commercial buildings.  Therefore, they show greater variation in shape as well as size.  And, while some of the commercial and public buildings are comparatively elaborate, many owners lacked the financial backing or, particularly in the case of the industrial buildings, the felt need to expend additional sums to produce elaborate symbols.  These owners erected commercial vernacular buildings.  In Portage, the commercial vernacular and commercial Italianate are the most common types and dominate the proposed Portage Retail District while a small number of examples represent the commercial Classical Revival, Art Deco, and Art Moderne styles.



The dominate styles evident along the main retail district generally reflect the period of economic growth within the community.  Portage received its primary modes of long-distance transportation in the early and late 1850s.  The Portage Canal was first completed and used to a limited extent in the early 1850s.  The commercial buildings which emerged at this time along the canal and adjacent E. Wisconsin no longer stand.  Although a building boom did occur along DeWitt, Edgewater, and Cook near DeWitt and Main, they no longer remain.  The railroad effectively connected Portage to Milwaukee in 1857, at the beginning of a nation-wide depression which was followed by the Civil War.  A second commercial building boom began in the late 1860s and continued to the early 1890s as Portage rapidly expanded its retail and commercial services to Columbia County and a large area to the north.  The depression of the early 1890s considerably slowed the development of Cook and adjacent DeWitt, Main, Edgewater, and W. Wisconsin.  By that date, much of the building space was occupied.  Later development slightly extended the boundaries of the commercial district and occurred as very occasional building replacements.



Totaling 85 properties, the proposed Portage Retail District contains most of these retail buildings.  The proposed Portage Industrial Waterfront district along the southeast side of the Portage Canal which is itself a National Register property includes six industrial and commercial buildings.  The additional properties described in this section for the most part stand adjacent to the edges of the retail area or occur near or along the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul or Soo Line railroad tracks.  They include several large, individually eligible, relatively elaborate public buildings along W. Conant: the Masonic Temple and post office; the school buildings within the triangle between DeWitt, MacFarlane, and W. Franklin; industrial buildings east of DeWitt and south of the railroad tracks; and railroad related buildings north of W. Oneida and along Superior in the first ward.  Although the Portage Retail District and the Portage Industrial Waterfront district contain a large number of retail and industrial buildings erected prior to 1940, changes have occurred.  Businesses remodeled their buildings' first floor front beginning as early as the 1920s through the 1960s.  As the many brick and metal cornices began to deteriorate, many were removed rather than repaired.  Although some buildings have been replaced, this activity remained limited within the proposed two districts.  The spaces from which large building complexes were removed are for the most part excluded from the district boundaries.





Vernacular Commercial Forms (1850-1920)



The term vernacular commercial refers to a rather wide range of simply designed commercial buildings displaying limited stylistic detailing.  They were erected in the last half of the nineteenth and the first three decades of the twentieth century.  Most of the buildings are brick, one to two story, long and narrow spaces covered with flat or gently sloping roofs.  Almost all of these buildings include large display windows along the first floor building front and plainly designed, rectangular window openings along the upper floors.  Original doors along the building front leading into the retail areas or to upper floor rooms are usually paneled wood and glass, occasionally with transoms above them.  Decorative elements are limited to a cornice immediately above the store front and a more emphatic cornice treatment such as brick corbeling, denticulated brick, wood molding or metal frieze, perhaps with end detailing such as additional corbeling or finials.  Minimal decorative brick work may also occur
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                                                   Figure 31: An example of a one

								   story cube: 323 E. Edgewater 								   (22/27).









































								   Figure 32: An example of a

								   vernacular commercial

								   building: 201 DeWitt (25/0).

�along the upper story.  Additionally, a transom may occur across the facade  above the glass front to assist the illumination of the building.  This category also includes the single false front commercial building (Wyatt 1986 [vol 2, architecture]: 3-10).  The false front extends the facade of the building horizontally and vertically beyond the gable's roof line and thus conceals it.  This technique provides the impression of a larger building and adds space for decorative detailing and signage.  The false front incorporates the display window and entrance area and often gains a cornice and brackets (Gottfried and Jennings 1985: 244-45).



The examples discussed below are divided primarily by function.  Different functions, for example retail buildings, hotels, car dealerships, warehouses, and industrial buildings, possess different spatial requirements.  These needs are frequently limited by the building location, primarily lot size.  Essentially vernacular buildings without stylistic detailing, the warehouses and industrial buildings are also termed astylistic utilitarian buildings.



The intact, typical vernacular commercial retail buildings date from the 1860s through the turn of the century and later.  They are two stories, possess the long and narrow massing, and possess display windows along the building front.  Erected in 1886 (Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1886]), the retail building at 213 DeWitt (25/4) first housed James Brodie, a cobbler or shoemaker, and after 1907 the Crystal Bottling Works occupied the building until about 1918.  The Portage Steam Laundry located in the building through 1955.  Although the first floor display windows are filled and altered and a shingle canopy extends over the first floor, the upper story appears relatively intact.  Elements include string courses and a cross motif at the juncture of the floors, a plain oriel window centered just above, pilasters along each corner and brick corbeling below the parapet.  The office of Mohr's Lumber Company (201 DeWitt, 25/0) which also stored some of its products was erected between 1899 and 1900 (Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1898-1900]).  This retail building retains much of its original store front.  Two display windows occur on either side of a recessed entrance.  The cast iron pilasters along the inside of the display windows were fabricated by the Portage Iron Works in 1900 (stamped mark).  The wood and glass door possesses sidelights and a transom.  A transom also crosses the upper portion of the first floor front.  A string course and recessed, brick panels marks the juncture of the two floors.  The parapet no longer carries detailing but the corbeling below it remains.  The Independent Order of Odd Fellows (IOOF) erected the retail building at 124 E. Cook (57/26) between 1916 and 1918.  Their hall occurs above the retail space on the first floor.  When the building opened and for several years thereafter, Henry A. Schultz operated a farm implement store (Farrell 1917; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863 [1916-18]).  The glass store front has been altered, but the brick corbeling between the floors and the stepped parapet with pediment remains.  The name block identifies the "WAUONA LODGE/NO. 132."  The major window represents an alteration and likely replaces windows similar to the two flanking windows.



A small number of one to two story, low, red and cream brick retail buildings utilized as garages and car dealerships were erected in the second and third decade of the twentieth century.  The Slinger Foundry, Machine, and Auto Company constructed what became the Hyland Garage at 201-211 E. Wisconsin (48/25) in 1920 (Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1919-30]; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1921; 1927-27; Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929).  In January, 1935, the Hyland Garage Company relocated its quarters at the Slinger dealership and became Portage's Chevrolet dealer.  This two story, brick and wood truss building included an automobile showroom and garage (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1929).  While red brick composes the facade, the remainder of the building is constructed of cream brick.  The horizontally composed building is defined by vertical pilasters, string courses at the juncture of the floors, and a simple brick corbeling.  The Loomis and Weinke Motor Sales Company became established in a garage constructed of tile supported with iron columns at 109 E. Edgewater (24/19) in 1917 or 1918.  This building is the north portion of the current dealership.  In 1924, E.A. Weinke added a new automobile showroom and service department, the two story, tile and steel truss addition in front of the earlier garage.  The E.A. Weinke dealership became the Whitney Motor Company Ford-Mercury dealership by 1937 (Register Democrat 2/19/24; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1901; 1910; 1918; 1929; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1918-30]).  The one and two story complex is simply elaborated with a pedimented parapet, decorative brickwork, and recessed brick panels.  The first floor building front composed of plate glass and metal frame windows is intact as built.  The Wright and Robbins Garage at 205 DeWitt was erected in 1919.  The A & P later occupied the building (Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1919]; Commonwealth Telephone Company 1937; 1948).  Originally open, a glass front and shingled canopy now occurs across the one story, red brick building.  A stepped parapet with concrete coping and paneled brickwork details the parapet.  Pilasters divide the building into horizontal sections.  



Two hotels, one in the retail district and the other near the railroad complex, belong to the commercial vernacular style.  After the Corning House was razed in 1926, the Raulf Realty Company, a Milwaukee construction company, built the Raulf or Ram Hotel following the design by C.J. Keller and Son, Architects in 1927 (207 W. Cook, 31/21).  The Raulf originally contained locations for eight retail businesses and additional office space on its first floor and a banquet room, meeting rooms, tavern, dining room, and bowling alley in the basement.  The remaining four stories contain 100 hotel rooms and seven apartments and offices (Butterfield 1880: 589, 898, 928; Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889, 7/1/1950; 7/2/1952: 27; Portage Public Library [Mrs. Arthur Swanson, 1952]; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; 1889; 1894; 1901; 1910; 1918; 1929; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1926-30]).  The tile front and cream brick building with flat roof displays a simple parapet with concrete coping and belt course; brick quoins and concrete belt course defining the area above the first floor; canted east wall with entrance projecting slightly from the plane of the building and separated by quoins; horizontally and vertically aligned windows divided by pilasters which organize the building; and altered store fronts along the street level.  The Oneida Hotel, now the Eldorado Bar, at 302 W. Oneida (46/21) is a simple, three story, cream brick building constructed in 1918 (date block).  It is elaborated with parapet defined by brick corbeling; horizontally and vertically aligned windows which organize the building; a canted wall containing the entrance; and a wrap-around porch supported on brick piers and detailed with a pediment and added wood rail.



Brick and concrete warehouses were erected in the Portage Industrial Waterfront district along the canal and south of the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul railroad tracks east of DeWitt.  While they lack stylistic details and are thus vernacular, these buildings are also referred to as astylistic utilitarian buildings.  Established by about 1922, the Frank Fruit Company maintained several produce warehouses in Portage.  Erected by 1929, one red brick masonry and steel truss warehouse continues to stand along the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul tracks at 1001 Jefferson (45/24) (figure 33) (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1929; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952: 27).  This one story warehouse displays a stepped parapet and a round arch motif across the facade accented by contrasting keystones and geometric shapes.  The T.H. Cochrane Company established a concrete block seed and grain warehouse at 114 Dodge (48/27) between 1916 and 1918 (Sanborn-Perris Map Company 1918; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1916-18]).  The front gabled, two and a half story building spans the lot and lacks decorative elements.  Additionally, Robert B. Wentworth, a grain dealer, constructed a 40 by 60 foot and 50 foot high, timber frame grain elevator in 1862 at 131 E. Mullett (48/20) (figure 34) (Wisconsin State Register 1862 [9/20: 3/1]).  At one time, these grain elevators occurred in most Wisconsin communities.  It possessed a storage capacity of 4000 bushels.  By 1873 and no later than 1884, he operated the elevator as Wentworth, McGregor and Company.  Irving York purchased the elevator about 1890 (Polk, R.L. & Co. 1890; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1863-90]; Rugen 1868).  This board and batten building with its cupola protected with sheet metal displays no decorative elaboration.  The adjacent one story, frame and sheet metal feed warehouse along its northeast elevation was erected sometime between 1918 and 1929 (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1918; 1929).



Vernacular commercial industrial buildings, some of which may also be classified as astylistic utilitarian buildings, occur within the Portage Industrial Waterfront district adjacent to the canal, along W. Edgewater at the edge of the Portage Retail District, and south of the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul or Soo Line railroad tracks and east of DeWitt.



The Portage Hosiery Company (figure 35) (48/11) was established in 1878 and moved to the 107 E. Mullett location in 1881.  This building complex includes vernacular commercial buildings.  The hosiery company occupied a 50 by 80 foot, two and a half story brick building (48/19) in 1881-1882 (Columbia County Treasurer 1863- [1880-82]; Stoner 1882).  Standing toward the southwest corner of the cluster of late nineteenth and early twentieth century industrial buildings, this cream brick factory building is covered with a gable roof, is pierced by horizontal rows of 6/6 light windows, and exhibits no apparent decorative elaboration.  This building was originally devoted to spinning.  Placed along E. Mullett near the northeast end, the office and shipping building was erected in 1891.  The two and a half story, cream brick, side gable building (48/15) is simply organized by horizontally aligned windows and lacks additional details (Stoner 1882; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; 1894; 1901; 1910; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1881-82; 1903-04]).  The three story, flat roof, brick warehouse (48/13) was erected in 1918 at the southwest end of the complex along E. Mullett (Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1890-1920]; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1889; 1894; 1918).  Horizontally and vertically aligned openings organize the building.  A coping occurs along the plain parapet.  Although the overhead door represents an alteration, the wooden hood and overlight remain over the centered, loading area.



Across E. Mullett, the Portage Iron Works, originally founded by 1862 by M.R. Keegan, was established in 1893.  In 1891, the company constructed the one story, cream brick, front gable east foundry and machine shop portion (106 Mullett, 48/23) and added the one and two story, rock-faced concrete block west machine
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A. Figure 33: An example of the commercial vernacular or astylistic utilitarian commercial building: the Frank Fruit Company warehouse at 1001 Jefferson (45/24).  B. Figure 34: An example of the astylistic utilitarian commercial building: the Wentworth grain elevator at 131 E. Mullett (48/20).
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A. Figure 35: Astylistic utilitarian buildings at the Portage Hosiery at 107 E. Mullett (58/24).  B. Figure 36: An example of an Italianate Commercial building: the Hillyer Block at 320 DeWitt (25/12).

�shop, woodworking, and molding room (48/24) in 1905-1910 (Butterfield 1880: 633, 663, 898; Portage Daily Register 9/3/1909; Wisconsin State Register 1862 [11/1: 3/1]; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1890-1910]; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1889; 1894; 1901; 1910).  The Nold Wholesale Company later located their warehouse in the building.  Both factory buildings display little detailing.  The west section is simply elaborated by an overhanging cornice.  The one story, cream brick, industrial building at 112-120 Mullett (48/22) was erected also by the Portage Iron Works in 1918.  This building also contained their machinery, woodworking and molding functions.  Later, Frank Fruit located its warehouse in the building (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1918; 1929; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1918]).  Covered with a shed roof, this building is simply elaborated with exposed beams along the northwest elevation.



Erected at 233 W. Edgewater in 1925, the Portage Cooperative Creamery is a two story, tile, vernacular commercial industrial building.  C.W. Kanpfer of Kanpfer-Beutow, engineers and architects of St. Paul designed the building (Register-Democrat 8/1924; 2/5/1924; 1/8/1925).  It is simply elaborated with classical detailing.  Pilasters and vertically and horizontally aligned bands of windows organize the facade.  The main entrance is further detailed with a transom and hood (Portage Public Library n.d. [Register-Democrat 8/1924]).  The city demolished this building in February, 1994.  The Weyenberg Shoe Company erected its five story, flat roof, red brick factory building at 923 Adams (45/26) in 1920.  Vertically and horizontally aligned windows and string courses spatially organized the building.  Tile coping finishes the parapet, and block motifs are placed at the base of the parapet at each corner.  An entablature highlighted with concrete motifs, overlight, and fluted pilasters surround the main entrance.



Portage included one single, false front commercial vernacular building near its retail district at 201 Adams (22/33).  Robert C. MacCullough who produced granite monuments by 1924 erected the building as his shop between 1918 and 1929, probably ca. 1924 (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1918; 1929; Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929; Farrell 1917-18; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1924-25).  The one story, balloon frame and clapboard building is simply composed with a cornice along the top of the false front and a centered, unelaborated entrance flanked by four light, fixed windows on either side.  Bands of three 1/1 light windows illuminate the sides of the building and exposed beams appear under the eaves.





Italianate Commercial Style (1865-1900)



The Italianate Commercial style is frequently visible on the tall, narrow, shed or flat roof, retail buildings of Wisconsin commercial areas.  Treatment usually occurs along the windows, cornice line, and the corners of the building.  The segmental or round arch window tended to be long and narrow and surrounds are composed of metal, brick, stone or cement.  Ornamentation is often heavily applied.  The cornice, frequently metal, followed the entablature design composed of the architrave, frieze, and cornice.  The building design spatially separated the first floor facade from the upper floors through ornamented beams or surface molding placed on top of the display windows.  Quoins, pilasters, piers or half columns might elaborate the corners of the building.



The cornice, area between the floors, and lintels, then, received characteristically Italianate detailing.  The most common detailing associated with the style is the projecting cornice with brackets and/or modillions which rises above the roof.  A triangular or semi-circular pediment may be centered in the cornice.  The upper floor windows often receive wood or iron hood molds.  Or, stone or iron, segmental arch window lintels may carry keystones with incised detailing.  Pedimented upper floor lintels were also common.  Decorative brick work may elaborate the walls of the upper floors.  The dividing element between the floors may include string courses, bracketing, corbeling or metal cornice.  Piers along the store front may also receive elaboration such as corbeling or metal capitals.  Entrances frequently occur in the center of the facade and may be recessed between the display windows.  Iron columns may flank the entrances.  Often, these elements are overstated as are their domestic counterparts in the High Italianate style.  Somewhat later versions of the Italianate commercial style often rely more on a heavy brick frieze, corbeling, and patterned brick courses at the eaves.  This detailing is created by off set and contrasting brick.  Segmental arch lintels perhaps ornamented by contrasting keystones with incised designs predominate (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 2-6,10]; Gottfried and Jennings 1985: 239-41).



Numerous Italianate Commercial buildings erected between the mid-1860s and the turn of the century line the streets of Portage's retail district.  Since much of their decorative treatment occurs along the projecting cornices, the Italianate Commercial style buildings are the properties which suffered the greatest loss of detail by the removal of deteriorating cornices.  Because of the removal of these cornices, the large number of late 1860s and 1870s Italianate Commercial buildings is not immediately evident.



In 1851-1852, Carl Haertel established his City Brewery which eventually occupied much of the northwest half of block southeast of the intersection of Clark and W. Conant.  Although much of this brewery was removed, the office, saloon, and retailing spaces relating to the brewery, the Haertel or Eulberg Block at 137-139 W. Cook (56/26), remains.  This three story, cream brick commercial building was constructed about 1866-1867 (Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1863-68]; Rugen 1868).  Although the cornice has been removed, this early example of the Italianate Commercial building retains a portion of the parapet with its corbeling as well as the cast iron window hoods.  A continuous sill and corbeling divides the two floors.  The plate glass front along the first floor is altered.  The two story, cream brick retail building at 131 W. Cook (56/24) has also undergone considerable alteration, but it continues to display its cast iron window hoods, the corbeling along the base of the parapet which has lost its cornice, and string course between the floors.  Erected between 1868 and 1873, this building contained the tailor and clothier operations of Buckley and Leisch from 1908 to 1921 (Register-Democrat 9/3/1909; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1868-73]; Rugen 1868; Harrison and Warner 1873; Moore, S.H. 1908; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1921).



Several of the retail buildings along the south side of W. Cook between W. Wisconsin and DeWitt were erected in the late 1860s and 1870s.  Erected in 1869-1870 and 1867-1868 respectively (Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1866-70]), the two story, cream brick small commercial blocks at 124 (57/17) and 130-132 (57/13) W. Cook display very similar upper story facades.  Although the cornice has been removed, the parapet continues to display brick panels and a string course.  Round arch window surrounds with key stones along the second floor and continuous sills between the floors complete the detailing.  Constructed in 1869 (date stone), the example at 118-122 W. Cook (57/18) is very similar in its composition except that it includes alternating round arch windows and window hoods, and all windows display a keystone.  The parapet includes additional decorative brickwork.   The first floor store fronts of all three blocks are altered.



William Bard & Company, a jewelry retail store, occupied 136 W. Cook (57/11) at the time of its construction in 1869-1870 (Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1868-70]; Rugen 1868).  The building remained a jewelry under the operation of Carl R. Michel and then George C. Michel from at least 1908 through 1929.  This two story, cream brick, triangular-shape building displays a portion of the brick parapet which is elaborated with brick panels and cast iron window hoods along the second floor.  A continuous string course defines the top of the first floor store front which was remodeled with carrara glass.  Although the first floor store front is altered, the retail building at 214 W. Wisconsin (24/24) retains most of its second floor details including the parapet with its overhanging wood cornice, double brackets, the cross motif along the frieze, and "dog-tooth" type brickwork.  The 4/4 light, round arch windows with window hoods, and continuous sill dividing the two floors remain.  Built in 1869-1870, the building served a number of functions.  George Port may have located his agricultural implement business here between 1870 and 1875.  The Portage Underwear company occupied the building between 1897 and about 1910.  In ca. 1915, Wright and Robbins opened a garage in the building, perhaps the reason for the replacement of the store front.  John Helmann briefly operated a garage and then began his tavern in the building in 1926 (Register-Democrat 6/6/1924; 5/5/1941; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1901; 1910; 1918; 1929; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1869, 1875]; Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1913-14; 1917-18; 1919-20; 1927-28; Farrell 1917-18; Voshardt 1910).  The retail building at 301 DeWitt (25/6) housed the Graham Drug Store since its construction in 1873 until 1992.  The two story, cream brick building rests on an oak post and beam frame.  Although the cast iron cornice no longer survives, a portion of the parapet including brick panels and the round arch window lintels with keystone incised with a mortar and pestle symbol remains.  The first floor store front also underwent renovation (Wisconsin State Register 6/13/74; Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889; 1908 [2/8: 3/6]; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1873]; Daugherty 1898-1992).  Michel Huber alternately operated a bakery, hotel, and bowling alley in the Huber Building (113 E. Cook, 56/7) from at least 1884 to 1920.  R.P. Peschel located his bakery in the building between at least 1929 and 1937, and by 1949 it became the Quality Bakery (Farrell 1929; Commonwealth Telephone Co. 1937; 1948).  Erected in 1879 (date stone; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1879-1930]), the two story, cream brick building displays a relatively complete parapet accented by denticulation, corbeling, and corbel stops.  Pilasters occur along each corner of the building.  Segmental arch window lintels with cast iron keystones connected by arched brickwork further characterize the upper level.  The first floor store front has undergone alteration.



Portage's retail district underwent continued and more rapid expansion in the 1880s.  Built under different circumstances, the two story, cream brick building at 122 E. Cook (57/25) was erected in two stages: the west side in ca. 1881 and the east side in ca. 1895 (Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1880-1896]).  As indicated by the painted sign along the west elevation, the building functioned as the harness shop and shoe repair shop of James S. Williams and Vern Yonkey from at least 1908 through 1929.  By 1927, Hoffman's Dry Cleaning also occupied part of the building (Moore, S.H. 1908; Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1927-28).  Both sides are simply composed with overhanging, bracketed cornice and corbeling along the parapet and corbeling dividing the two floors.  The first floor store fronts have undergone some alteration.  Erected in ca. 1885, the example at 121-123 E. Cook (56/3) displays a similar design.  During the twentieth century, it housed the grocery of Bryan & Son and the harness shop of William Bunker (Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1880-90]).



The retail spaces at 314, 316, and 318 Dewitt (25/114-16) were owned by different individuals at the time of their construction but appear very similar in construction and were all erected in 1883 (Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1883]; Stone 1882).  The three two story, cream brick buildings retain much of their upper story, simple Italianate Commercial style details.  The parapets with their cast iron cornices, end brackets, and brick string courses, corbeling, and denticulation remain as do the second floor segmental arch windows and the corbeling separating the floors.  Although most of the first story fronts have been altered, the corinthian cast iron columns at 314 DeWitt remains.  The Hillyer Block just to the north of these buildings at 320 DeWitt (25/12) (figure 36) was completed in 1889 (date block; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1889]).  Between 1890 and 1901, Porter H. Shaver operated the High Priced Grocery in the building.  After 1901, Herbert Slowey ran the grocery until 1920 when it became the Mulcahy Grocery.  By 1929, it functioned as Whalen's Cafe (Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Register-Democrat 12/4/1920; Portage Daily Register 12/23/1889).  This two story, cream brick, Italianate Commercial building displays a high degree of integrity.  Its parapet includes the wood entablature with single brackets, decorated panels along the frieze, and denticulated cornice.  Except for the two oriel windows, the second story windows carry a pedimented lintel.  A denticulated cornice divides the two floors.  Including the cast iron columns along the canted, wood and glass door entrance, the store front is original except for the plate glass.



Although building construction along Cook slowed during the depression of the early 1890s, some significant examples of the Italianate Commercial Style were constructed.  The elaborate, three story, cream brick Beattie Building at 305 DeWitt (25/7) was constructed in 1891.  Its high parapet includes a metal, denticulated and bracketed cornice, a decorative fan pattern along the frieze, and corbeling.  Diamond brickwork and date block, cast iron pedimented window hoods with rosettes, two oriel windows detailed with corner blocks and stained glass transoms, glass store front with cast iron pilasters, and sidelights and transom along the recessed entrance continues to elaborate the building.  William Beattie, its original owner, maintained a shoemaker's shop in the building until about 1901.  P.W. McDermott then operated a saloon in the building until about 1924.  A meeting hall occupied the third floor (Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1891-1930]; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1893-1924; Voshardt 1910; Farrell 1917).  The two story, cream brick retail building at 100 E. Cook (25/20) has undergone substantial alterations along both levels.  However, the upper floor cast iron window hoods and the brick pilasters which divide the building horizontally as well as the cast iron pilasters behind the more recent store front remain along this 1892 building (Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1892]).  The Johnson Block at 101 W. Cook (25/23) was constructed in 1893.  A series of shoemakers first occupied the block and it served as the quarters of the First National Bank until 1907.  In 1914 into the early 1950s, Rhyme Drugstore located at this corner.  The Wisconsin State Register placed its office in the second floor in 1894 for an unknown period of time.�  Although the first floor store front has been altered, this building retains its upper story decorative detailing.  It displays a bracketed metal cornice and a canted wall with entrance and oriel window.  Pilasters divide the walls, and the second floor windows retain their metal window hoods.  Erected in 1892, the example at 212 W. Wisconsin (24/23) functioned as the McDonald flour and feed store from 1893 to ca. 1904, the grocery of D.W. Shanks between 1908 and 1921, and the M.& M. Dairy from 1922 to 1950�.  It retains most of its original elements above the first floor.  The two story, cream brick building exhibits a brick parapet with corbeling, enlarged end corbeling, and recessed brick panels; an oriel window with bracketing, shaped lintels with corbel stops, and an elongated, corbeled recessed panel between the two floors.  



A number of simpler Italianate Commercial buildings were constructed at the turn of the century.  Erected in 1896-98, the two story, cream brick building at 203 DeWitt (25/1) displays a parapet with corbeling, enlarged end corbeling, and denticulation; round arch window lintels with keystone; a denticulated string course between the floors; and two entrances with transom on either side of a display window.  The Charles Gieseler cigar factory occupied the building from about 1901 through 1910 (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1901; 1910; Voshardt 1910; Moore, S.H. 1908-09).  A slightly more elaborate, two story, cream brick example stands at 211 DeWitt (25/3).  Built in 1899, the building housed the flour and feed store of G.D. Wood and J.W. Smith between 1899 through 1901,  Gieseler's Cigar factory from 1910 through 1918, and Jowett's paint store from ca. 1924 through 1930 (Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1898-1930]; Voshardt 1910; Farrell 1917-18; Smith Baumann Directory Co. 1929; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1894; 1901; 1910; 1918; 1929).  Its detailing includes a parapet with cast iron cornice, corbeling below the cornice, oriel window, stone lintel, stone string course with recessed brick panels between the two floors, original display windows with cast iron pilasters produced by the Portage Iron Works in 1900, and a recessed entrance with one sidelight and overlight.  Erected in 1899-1900, the two story, cream brick retail building at 220 W. Wisconsin (24/27) functioned as a saloon (Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863 [1898-1900]; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1894-1929).  Probably missing its cornice, the parapet includes a series of string courses and brick corbeling at the base of the parapet, an oriel window, a shaped lintel with corbel stops, and piers along the sides of the building.  The segment arch, display windows and fanlight above the door with piers between them produces an arcaded effect along the first floor store front.  Except for the plate glass, the first floor store front appears relatively unchanged.



Portage also possesses several Italianate industrial buildings.  Although badly deteriorated, the Wisconsin Central Depot erected in 1876 stands at the corner of Superior and Central (48/3).  Board and batten siding covers the one story building (Portage Daily Register 12/23/89; Wisconsin Necrology, vol. 8: 180-86; Scribbens 1987a: 21; Foote, C.M. & Co. 1890).  It further exhibits widely overhung eaves, knee braces, overlights at the entrances, and the ticket area in a square projection along the east elevation.  The interior of the waiting room in the center of the building is finished with vertical, thin paneling, and corner blocks elaborate the window frames.  The Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul freight depot at 407-411 W. Oneida (47/12) has also badly deteriorated but continues to be an good example of the Italianate.  Built by 1873 and perhaps as early as 1863 (Rugen 1868; Harrison and Warner 1873; Wisconsin State Journal 5/18/1975; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1894; 1901; 1910; 1918), the one story, cream brick building displays broadly overhung eaves, steel brackets and wood knee braces, round arch door lintels, and main entry door with closed overlight and sidelights.





Period Revival Commercial Style (1900-1940)



Like the domestic period revival styles, the commercial variation combines motifs, primarily but not wholly classically derived, from past styles.  And, like the domestic counterparts, architects did not usually precisely copy the architecture detailing, style, or examples of the style, but provided creative interpretations of them.  They were inspired by the past.  In Portage, three buildings, two commercial and one public, exhibit an interpretation of the Period Revival Commercial style.  This style in both domestic and commercial forms represents a borrowing from the Georgian and Federal styles of the eighteenth century.  Again, this trend gained its impetus from the 1876 Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia.  Architects adapted the rectangular plan, symmetrical organization of building's facade, and classical details such as the denticulated cornice, elliptical fanlight, sidelights along the main entrance, Palladian window, pediments and broken pediments above doors and/or windows, classical columns, pilasters, and motifs such as ogee arches, urns and finials, swages, and wreaths (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 2-28, 33).



The elaborate detailing of the considerably altered Beehive Department Store at 108 W. Cook (57/34) reflects the two remodeling efforts by Carroll and Klug completed in 1908 and 1918 rather than the details extant after original construction in 1880 and 1897 (Portage Daily Register 11/29/1918; Jones 1914 [2]: 622; Register-Democrat 3/2/1915; 1908 [2/8: 1/3; 3/2: 3/1]; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1885; 1889; 1894; 1901; 1910; 1918; 1929; Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863 [1895-1930]).  The parapet of this three story, cream brick block is rebuilt with red brick and its store front has been modified.  The two upper levels exhibit a rather unbalanced appearance in part because of the two different remodeling episodes.  This detailing includes a horizontal row of round arch windows which provide an arcaded effect.  Below, are a row of pedimented windows separated by pilasters.  To the east of these series of windows are two horizontal rows of flat arch windows separated by pilasters.  Fire gutted this building on January 4, 1994, and its facade was removed in February of that year.



Like the Portage Theater at 314-322 W. Wisconsin (31/20) (figure 38), the ornamental detailing of theaters often drew on the Period Revival for
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A. Figure 37: The Italianate Wisconsin Central or Soo Line Depot at Superior and Center (48/3).  B. Figure 38: An example of the Period Revival Commercial style: the Portage Theater at 314-322 W. Wisconsin (31/21).

�inspiration.  Erected in 1927 by the Fisher Paramount Theater Company, the redbrick veneer, tile building displays elements clearly drawn from this style (Columbia County Treasurer 1863- [1927]; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1929).  They include pilasters decorated with swages which are symmetrically placed along the facade.  The double pilasters which outline the entrance area support a simple entablature embellished with rosettes.  Between them, occur a series of motifs: a pedimented window lintel with consoles and a swag positioned beneath a round arch with keystone.  Louis A. Simon designed the one story, red brick, flat roof post office at 215 W. Conant (31/17) which was constructed in 1934.  Depression Era funding from the Public Works Administration may have provided partial funding for the project (Register-Democrat 2/19/1933; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Portage Daily Register 12/20/34; 8/17/1935).  The building presents a symmetrical facade.  The slightly protruding center block containing the main entrance displays round arch openings with keystones and fanlights above the centered entrance and flanking windows.  A denticulated entablature with consoles and pilasters also embellishes the entrance.  String courses, decorative brick above the other windows, and keystone in the lintels completes the detailing.  The original Classical Revival design motifs and the red brick cladding and roof shape are duplicated along the addition placed at the east elevation in 1967.  





Art Deco Commercial Style (1925-1945)



Art Deco motifs occur along the City Bank building, the fourth high school building, the Masonic Temple, and the Columbia County Fairgrounds grandstand.  The Art Deco style tends to incorporate rather futuristic or highly stylized historical motifs.  Angular and hard edges intended to express the capacities and precision of the mechanical age characterize Art Deco designs.  Low-relief, geometric designs such as shallow, fluted columns or pilasters, chevrons, stylized sunbursts, and some floral designs and the use of multiple colors in a rather suppressed fashion commonly appear on buildings of this style.  Because the style emphasizes the vertical dimension, stepped setbacks are common.  Such materials as granite, terra cotta, and ornamental metals such as bronze were utilized (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 2-34).



Erected in 1929-1930, the City Bank of Portage, now Firstar Bank, occupies a two story, limestone and granite veneer building with rounded front at 202 W. Cook (57/8).   The St. Louis Bank Building and Equipment Company designed and constructed the building.  The Art Deco motifs include the symmetrical facade, full length, fluted pilasters which rise to the building's denticulated cornice, the circular motifs above the second floor windows, entrance located in stepped set-back, and copper double doors.  The interior was originally finished with black walnut, Italian marble and bronze (Wisconsin State Register 11/8/1929 [by Zona Gale]; Register-Democrat 4/30/1930; 5/1/1930; City Bank of Portage 1949).  The spandrels between the windows no longer remain.



The two story, tile Masonic Temple at 115 W. Conant (31/15) (figure 39) carries similar motifs to the City Bank building.  E.J. Potter of Madison designed the building (Wisconsin State Journal 11/5/1929; 5/9/1937; Register-Democrat 5/25/1937; 5/27/1937).  The 1936 (corner stone) building front is symmetrically organized through vertically and horizontally aligned windows.  The vertically aligned windows and stylized pilasters provide a vertical emphasis to the
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A. Figure 39: An example of the Art Deco style: the Masonic Temple at 115 W. Conant (31/15).  B. Figure 40: An example of the Art Moderne style: the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul or Amtrak Depot at 400 W. Oneida (47/10).

�building.  A geometrical motif is placed in the center of the window spandrels.  The main entrance is placed in a stepped set-back.



In 1932, Parkinson and Dockindorf of LaCrosse provided the design for the 1938-1940 fourth high school building located at 119 W. Franklin (42/30).  The project received funding from the Public Works Administration in 1938 as project number 1149F (Portage, City of 1930-41 [1935-36: 41; 1939-40: 32, 39-40, 52, 90-91; 1940-41: 14]; Portage Daily Register 1935 [8/30: 1/1-2]; 6/25/1938; 8/30/1938).  The three story, tan brick building exhibits several elements characteristic of the Art Deco style.  They include the symmetrical organization through vertically and horizontally aligned windows with small accent blocks, stylized pilasters, double entrances located in stepped set-backs with pedimented parapets, and the use of stylized, geometric and corn motifs which accent the entrance areas and parapets.  A similar scheme also elaborates the entrance to the gymnasium along the east elevation.



The concrete grandstand was erected at the Columbia County Fairgrounds (Superior and Townsend, NE corner of, 49/8) as a WPA project in 1935 (Portage Daily Register 1935 [8/30: 1/1-3; 9/10: 1/7-8]; 2/4/1935; 4/30/1935; 9/13/1935; 9/18/1935; 3/5/1936; 8/21/1936; Register-Democrat 1935 [11/2: 4/1-8]; WPA 1936-42 [1936, Dist. Ser. No. 6D-855, O.P. 6-53-3087]).  Detailing included stylized, fluted pilasters and a series of triangular panels which organize the three walls of the structure, a curvilinear parapet along the rear wall of the grandstand, and triangular openings at the entrances through the structure accented by fluting above them.





Art Moderne Commercial Style (1930-1950)



The Art Moderne style also accepts the contributions of industrialization to architecture.  But, its spaces tend to be streamlined rather than angular, and its motifs lack historical referents.  Rather than introducing architectural decorative ornament, the style relies on its materials, generally concrete and glass block, to form the curvilinear spaces.  It strove to achieve smooth, rounded surfaces and added to the horizontal emphasis through the use of port holes, narrow bands of windows, flat roofs, and actual horizontal stream lines.  The stainless steel and aluminum often used for the frame of the doors and windows added to the smooth appearance (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 2-35).  This style was used for domestic, public, commercial, and industrial buildings.



The Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad depot (400 Oneida, 47/10) (figure 40) constitutes the only identified example of this style in Portage.  The current appearance resulted from the 1943 building renovation of the 1863, cream brick, two and a half story depot known as the Fox House.  The remodeling removed the one and a half stories, creating a rather low, flat roof, horizontally expansive building (Wisconsin State Register 1863: [4/25: 3/1; 8/22: 4/2]; Register Democrat 3/6/45).  The only added Art Moderne details include the concrete coping, belt courses, the bands of windows with continuous sills in the center of the building, the smooth wall finish, and the streamline metal strips along the top of the windows.



�	Section 3: Architects, Contractors, and Builders



Such sources as the Portage newspaper, the Wisconsin State Gazetteers, the Wisconsin architects file in the Wisconsin Historic Preservation Division (n.d.b), the United State population census, and the county histories provided a limited amount of data about the architects, builders, and contractors working in Portage.  While these sources provide many names, they possess little information about what buildings they constructed or designed.  Only those either tied to a standing and/or demolished building in the Portage or those known to have extensively practiced their trade in Portage are discussed below.  Because most house construction relied on traditional floor plans and architectural details illustrated first in builder's guides and later in those available at lumberyards, the local builders and contractors did not always work from plans specifically depicting the building they constructed.  Additionally, builders were able to order stock building materials from local lumberyards or more distant dealers in the later part of the nineteenth century.  Thus, architects are often only related to comparatively elaborate dwellings.  Although several large contractor-builders were present, no identified architect lived in Portage.  Architects were generally drawn from Milwaukee, Madison, and LaCrosse.





Architects





Julius E. Heimerl



In 1912, Julius Heimerl of Milwaukee designed the Portage Free Library (804 MacFarlane Road, 7/3), then the home of William and Jesse Breese and later of William Breese and Zona Gale.  He produced a Georgian Revival style dwelling with Prairie style variations, the narrow band of casement windows finished with a stucco background.  In 1928, Heimerl designed an addition to the dwelling which duplicated the styles used in the original house.  The design included Zona Gale's study, now the Zona Gale Memorial Room.  The plan included a Tudor Revival interior with wall paneling and a Rockwood tile floor.  From 1905 to 1913, Heimerl worked for and in 1911 entered as a partner into the firm of Brust and Phillip in Milwaukee.  The architectural firm was created at about the time Heimerl associated with it and remained in business until about 1926.  This group became known for its period revival architecture, especially the examples designed for the company community of Kohler.  Heimerl established his own firm in 1913 prior to the design of the Breese house.  Although dwellings designed by the firm of Burst and Phillip have been identified, those associated specifically with Heimerl have not (Wisconsin HPD 1970-1993 [Cartwright, 1992]).





Hugo Houser



Hugo Houser, architect of the firm of A.C. Eschweiler in Milwaukee, designed the third high school at 904 DeWitt (42/20).  Houser worked with the Northern Construction Company, also of Milwaukee, to complete the project (Portage Daily Register 1/26/1916).  Further identification of the architect was not established.





C.W. Kanpfer



C.W. Kanpfer of Kanpfer-Beutow, engineers and architects of St. Paul, designed the Portage Cooperative Creamery in a vernacular commercial style (233 W. Edgewater, 23/23) in 1925 (Register-Democrat 8/1924; 2/5/1924; 1/8/1925).  Additional work in Portage by this firm was not identified.





C.J. Keller and Son



C.J. Keller and Son, Architects of Milwaukee designed the Raulf or Ram Hotel (207 W. Cook, 31/21) in a vernacular commercial design which was constructed by the Raulf Realty Company, a Milwaukee construction company, in 1927 (Portage Daily Register 7/1/1950; 7/2/1952: 27).





I. Jay Knapp



In Portage, I.J. Knapp designed St John's Episcopal Church in 1897 at 211 W. Pleasant (35/7), an example of the Neo-Gothic (St. John's Episcopal Church 1953).  Little data appeared regarding Knapp.  It is known that he also designed the 1889-90 Otis Block and the dwellings at 52 and 428 Grand Avenue and 1119 Prairie in 1896 and 1898 respectively in Superior (Wisconsin HPD n.d.b [Knapp]).





Frank L. Lindsay



Frank L. Lindsay maintained an office at 212 Main Street, Watertown by 1900.  Lindsay designed the Webster Block at 199 Main, Oshkosh in 1908 and the 1904 Beals and Torrey Shoe Company Building in Jefferson.  This later building was entered onto the National Register of Historic Places (Wisconsin HPD n.d.b [Lindsay]).  In Portage, he designed the second Methodist Church at the southeast corner of DeWitt and E. Pleasant in the Neo-Gothic style in 1897 (Portage Public Library n.d. [news article, 1898).  This building no longer stands, and other buildings designed by this architect were not identified in the city.





Livermore and Samuelson



Livermore and Samuelson designed the 1936 tile addition to the Portage Hosiery at 107 E. Mullett (48/14) (figure 35).  Few details are now available about the firm, but it is known that it maintained offices at 2 South Carroll in Madison by 1939.  In 1938, Livermore and Samuelson provided plans to remodel the Dr. W.J. Folke residence in Poynette from an Italianate to a Tudor Revival style (Wisconsin HPD n.d.b [Livermore and Samuelson: Wisconsin State Journal 7/3/1938]).  Then known as Livermore, Barnes and Samuelson, the company designed Tracy's Avalon Theater in the Main Street Commercial Historic District in Platteville in 1930 (Wisconsin HPD n.d.b [Livermore and Samuelson]).





�Parkinson and Dockindorff



Albert Parkinson and Bernard Dockindorff designed Portage's fourth high school, now the Julia Rusch Junior High School, in the Art Deco style (119 W. Franklin, 42/30).  While the plan dates to 1932, building construction was not begun until 1938 and it reached completion in 1940.  The City of Portage sought partial funding from the Public Works Administration in 1938 before beginning.  It was constructed as project number 1149F (Portage, City of 1930-41 [1935-36: 41; 1939-40: 32, 39-40, 52, 90-91; 1940-41: 14]; Portage Daily Register 1935 [8/30: 1/1-2]; 6/25/1938; 8/30/1938).  The plans for this building are now housed at the Area Research Center, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse (see Parkinson and Dockindorff 1932).  The firm designed additional school buildings funded by the Public Works Administration (PWA) at Hannibal, Lake Mills, and Abbotsford (Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 1927-48).  Parkinson and Dockindorff were well-known for school designs and published Twenty-Five Years of School Construction in 1927 to illustrate these designs.



A native of LaCrosse born in 1878, Bernard J. Dockindorff began his career in ca. 1895 through 1897 working for the LaCrosse architectural firm of Stoltze and Schick.  He studied for three years in the Technicum in Darmstadt, Germany beginning in  1897.  Dockindorff then worked for two years with Ludwig Becker, cathedral architect at Mainz, Germany.  One year after his return during which he practiced alone, Dockindorff formed a partnership with Albert Parkinson in 1906.  Dockindorff was a member of the American Institute for Architects during much of that period.  Emigrating from England, Albert E. Parkinson received his training as an architect from his father and in the schools of Scranton.  By at least 1897, he was working in Sparta as an engineer and contractor.  In an advertisement of that year, Parkinson offered the public 400 plans for houses, barns, and wood sheds which cost between $100 and $10,000 to build.  Between 1902 and 1904, he designed several residences, a bank, German Lutheran Church, schools, and a commercial building in the cities of Sparta, Westby, Viola, and Bloomer.  Parkinson and Dockindorff worked together until their deaths, both in September, 1952.



Locating their offices in the Linker Building in LaCrosse, the architectural firm held a license to practice in the states of Wisconsin, Michigan, Minnesota, Iowa, North Dakota, and Illinois.  Their work concentrated in the area surrounding LaCrosse and in central and western Wisconsin and adjacent Minnesota.  Parkinson and Dockindorff prepared over 800 designs which included schools, hospitals, commercial buildings, civic buildings, and residences.  The firm specialized in the design of school buildings, churches, hospitals, and business establishments.  In general, the firm incorporated little historic ornament into their designs.  The Portage high school reflects this tendency.  The intensive survey of LaCrosse cited numerous buildings planned by the firm including two school buildings: Aquinas High School at 315 South 11th Street (LC62/14) erected in 1930, and the Logan High School at 1450 Avon Street which not longer stands.  In 1916, they also designed the physical education building at the LaCrosse State Normal School in the Collegiate Gothic style.  In Sparta, they designed the State Bank, an addition to St. Mary's Hospital, and the Sparta High School.  Parkinson and Dockindorff prepared plans for the Richland Center Normal School at 176 S. Park in 1909-1910, the Richland Center High School in 1912, and the high school and grade school in Horicon in ca. 1921.  They also produced designs for several private residences.  When the firm dissolved in 1952, many of its designs were donated to the LaCrosse Public Library and later transferred to the Area Research Center.  Plans are also located at the firm of Kratt Associates, 811 Monitor Street, LaCrosse (Wisconsin HPD n.d.b [Parkinson, Dockindorff, Parkinson and Dockindorff]; Rausch 1984: 76; LaCrosse Tribune 1952 [9/21: 1/2, 6/2, 9/24: 1]).





T.N. Philpot



T.N. Philpot of Milwaukee designed the Sprecher House, later the Elk's Lodge (201 W. Conant, 31/16) constructed in 1882 by Alexander Carnegie (Register-Democrat 4/6/1938).  No additional data relating to his work or his personal life were identified.





Frank Riley



Frank Riley designed the Colonial Revival style dwelling at 628 W. Prospect (40/16) in Portage and the Colonial Revival Dorothy Walker House at 1230 W. Pleasant (44/34) in 1936.  Riley also prepared the plans for the dwelling of William Taylor, Senior in the Town of Marcellon at W4999 County Road E, Pardeeville (Murtagh 1986; Rehm 1993; Taylor, Kathy 1993]).



Born in Madison in 1875, Riley received training in civil engineering between 1895 and 1897 at the University of Wisconsin, but did not graduate.  He then attended Massachusetts Institute of Technology graduating with a degree in architecture ca. 1900.  Until 1911, he worked for three noted architectural firms in Boston.  He then devoted the years between 1911 and 1915 to work in Europe spending two years in London and two in Germany and Italy where he was employed by a Munich architect for one year.  In 1915, Riley opened his office in Madison and lived with his parents at 2915 Oakridge Avenue in a dwelling designed by himself.  Sometime during his career, Riley worked with the firm of McKim, Mead, and White which provided him with excellent background for the design of Colonial Revival and Georgian Revival style dwellings.



Riley designed many Madison buildings which include a wide range of functional types.  For example, these buildings include schools such as Lakewood School of 1918 as well as its additions and East High School of 1916; industrial buildings including the Madison Gas and Electric Building in 1922; retail buildings such as the Security State Bank in the 1920s; and church buildings such as the First Church of Christ Scientist erected in 1929.  Between 1923 and 1929, he provided the Colonial Revival, Georgian Revival, Mediterranean Revival, and Dutch Revival designs for many fraternity and sorority houses associated with the University of Wisconsin which are currently in the Langdon Street Historic District.  These examples illustrate his success with the design of collegiate type buildings.  And, Riley designed a number of Madison dwellings including numerous high style, period revival examples in University Heights which were nominated to the National Register in 1982; the T.R. Hefty House (1916-23), now the executive mansion; houses in the Sherman Avenue Historic District, and additional dwellings in the Langdon Street Historic District in Madison in the 1920s.  He is also identified with several dwellings in Janesville including the Palmer-Cummings House at 323 S. Garfield and the Malcolm Mouats House erected at 449 South Atwood (Wisconsin HPD n.d.b).





Charles W. Valentine



A resident of Milwaukee, Charles Valentine opened his office at 428 Jefferson Street, Milwaukee about 1911.  He became a registered Wisconsin architect in 1917 (Wisconsin HPD n.d.).  In 1933, he designed the Colonial Revival Christian Science Church at 417 W. Wisconsin (35/24) (Register-Democrat 1/25/1934; Portage Public Library n.d.; Wisconsin HPD n.d.b).





Valk & Son



Valk and Son of Brooklyn, New York designed the Queen Anne style Presbyterian Church of Portage (120 W. Pleasant, 35/13) constructed by William Prehn in 1893 (Ogle, Geo. A. & Co. 1893: 271; Democrat 7/16/1900).  Research failed to locate further information about the firm.





Charles H. Williams



Maintaining an office in Pardeeville, Charles Williams advertised in the 1905-1906 and 1911-1912 state directories and the City of Portage directories of 1908-1909 and 1910 as an architect in Portage (Moore, S.H. 1908-09; Voshardt 1910; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1905-06; 1911-12).  However, the buildings actually designed by him in Portage remain unidentified.  The examples illustrated in his design book entitled Williams Portfolio of Plans published in ca. 1900 are drawn primarily from Pardeeville (Williams ca. 1900).  His work also contained the advertisements of builders and suppliers with whom he had dealt.  In Portage, these firms included William Kutzke & Sons who did mason work, stone laying, brick laying, and plastering.  They were owners of the Fort Winnebago sandstone quarries, perhaps the ones opened two miles west of Fort Winnebago during the construction of Fort Winnebago in 1829-1830 and utilized for foundation stone by builders in Portage.  C.F. Mohr (201 DeWitt, 25/10) provided lumber, shingles, lime cement, and paint.  The advertisement of James Baird, proprietor of the Portage Iron Works who manufactured furnaces, store columns, plates, beams, and all kinds of architectural iron work also appeared (106-112-120 E. Mullett, 48/22, 48/23).



Like many architectural pattern books of the period, Williams advertised economy of construction, convenience of use through the proper arrangement of rooms, and buildings pleasing in appearance.  He advised his clients to select the plan which came the closest to meeting their requirements.  He would then design a building to meet his client's individual tasks and needs.  Williams illustrated examples of his work which are primarily located in Pardeeville but also in Wyocena, Rio, Kingston, Madison, Oshkosh, Iron Ridge, Berlin, and Cambridge.  Identified designs included the Neo-Gothic Christian Church in Pardeeville erected in 1899.  He also prepared numerous plans for relatively elaborate Queen Anne dwellings.  Many of these designs included in his publication are extremely irregular with multiple, two story bays, projecting pedimented gables, and wrap- around porches.  Some examples possess a squarish core elaborated with two story, projecting wings and one and two story bays detailed with both Queen Anne and Classical Revival details.  Others were simple, two story, side gable examples with two story bays at one end and perhaps a multi-side tower elaborated with Queen Anne detailing.  With these designs, Williams includes several Classical Revival store fronts, one similar to the east portion of the Beehive (108 W. Cook, 57/34).  The book also illustrated Queen Anne details: turned posts, cornices, parquet flooring, bargeboards, and architectural details such as shells, rosettes, incised floral designs, corner blocks, and the like.





Masons





John R. Dalton



Emigrating from York, England in 1835, John Dalton located in Buffalo, New York in 1849 and settled in Milwaukee in the same year.  He trained in Milwaukee as a mason.  After coming to Portage in 1854, he followed his trade which resulted in the construction of unidentified brick dwellings in Portage through 1870 (Butterfield 1880: 893; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1870: population schedule]).





Vinzenz Hamele



Vinzenz Hamele, a stone mason, constructed many dwelling foundation walls in Portage (Columbia County Historical Society 1982).





A.H. Oakley



A. H. Oakley worked as a brick mason with Alexander Carnegie in the construction of the Sprecher House, now the Elk's Lodge (201 W. Conant, 31/16) in 1882 (Register-Democrat 4/6/1938).





Carpenters





John Ginder



Leaving Pennsylvania in 1847, John Ginder arrived in Portage via Milwaukee in 1850.  He with his brother Daniel Ginder, worked primarily as house carpenters constructing unidentified buildings in Portage through 1901 (Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Ogle 1901: 520, 523).





George Hurst



George Hurst added the side additions to St. Mary's Church (303 W. Cook,28/10) in 1886 and in the same year replaced the fire station and city hall at the northeast corner of Clark and W. Pleasant.  This building no longer stands.  He advertised in the state directory in 1885 (Register-Democrat 1/20/1934; Mahen and Eckstein 1885).





Joseph Hurst



Originally from England, Joseph Hurst served as a carpenter apprentice in Connecticut for five years and then came to Portage in 1854.  While working in New Haven, he primarily constructed churches (Butterfield 1880: 907).





Peter Mahan



A native of Ireland born in 1846, Peter Mahan came to Portage in 1855 with his parents.  Mahan worked as a carpenter and joiner, advertising in the 1870 city directory and the 1885 state directory (Butterfield 1880: 913; Mahen and Eckstein 1885; Chapin 1870).





Gustav Mattke



Born in Pomerania in 1842, Gustav Mattke came to Portage in 1866.  He worked as a cabinet maker and carpenter for the balance of his life.  Mattke first constructed a barn on his property at 601 W. Cook and then completed his home.  Mattke built barns in the Portage area and the 1874 Romanesque Revival St. John's Lutheran Church at 701 MacFarlane Road (39/27).  His sons Otto and Paul, also worked as part-time carpenters in the area (Columbia County Historical Society 1982).





Charles Prehn



Born in 1839, Charles Prehn immigrated from northern Prussia to Milwaukee in 1853 and came to Portage in 1855.  He worked as a carpenter advertising in the 1870 city directory and continued to work as a building contractor in 1900 (Butterfield 1880: 920; Chapin 1870; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1900: population schedule]).





Peter Sheehan



A native of Prince Edward Island, Peter Sheehan located in Wisconsin at Watertown in 1851.  In 1852, he came to Portage and worked intermittently as a carpenter and contractor-builder.  He advertised as a carpenter in the 1870 city directory and worked in that craft as late as 1900 (Butterfield 1880: 927; Chapin 1870; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1900: population schedule]).















Contractors and Builders





Alexander Carnegie, Sr.



A native of Scotland born in 1820, Alexander Carnegie, Sr. immigrated to Vermillion County, New York in 1840.  In 1848, he settled with his brother-in-law, James Learmonth, in Milwaukee, and they arrived in Portage in 1850.  Carnegie and Learmonth became permanent residents of Portage in 1855.  Carnegie learned his trade as a builder in Scotland.  By 1850, Carnegie and Learmonth began a milling business which would provide much of the lumber for Portage's buildings.  In 1857, Learmonth retired from the partnership.  In 1865, Carnegie formed a partnership with James O. Prescott, a mason, who had located in Portage from New Hampshire in 1856 and advertised as a builder and mason between 1870 and 1901-02 (Polk, R.L. & Co. 1901-02; Chapin 1870; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1870: population schedule]).  In 1868, Carnegie advertised his services (Farnham and Vivian 1868-69):



	Proprietor of the Portage City Planning Mill.  All kinds of Planing and Sawing done on short notice.  Architect and Builder.  Special attention given to Plans and Specifications for Public Buildings, Business Houses, and Private Residences.



And, in 1885 he still offered his services as an architect as well as serving as the city's assessor (Mahen and Eckstein 1885).



Carnegie and Prescott was the major building firm during Portage's expansion from the late 1860s to the early 1890s.  Carnegie and Prescott constructed several of Portage's early public buildings which no longer stand including the 1883 masonic temple located at the southeast corner of DeWitt and W. Conant, the first 1864 high school building, the 1865 county jail at the east end of Cook, and the Columbia County Courthouse in 1864-1865.  In the 1860s through into the 1880s, Carnegie and Prescott built many of the business blocks along main street, but the specific ones are not identified.  The partners also erected the foundations of several unidentified dwellings owned by Mr. Klenert and Mr. St. John in 1864.  In 1882, they erected the Sprecher House, now the Elk's Lodge at 201 W. Conant (31/16), following the design of T.N. Philpot of Milwaukee.   In 1892, Carnegie erect the northwest wing of the Murison furniture store at 310 DeWitt (25/18) (Portage Daily Register 12/13/1917; 1943 [9/15: 1/3-4]; 1944 [9/15: 1/5-6]).  Outside of Portage, Carnegie constructed the warden's dwelling associated with the state prison at Waupon.  He died in 1893 (Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; Butterfield 1880: 881, 920; Wisconsin State Register 1864 [10/15: 3/1]; Democrat 12/15/1893; Register-Democrat 4/6/1938; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1897-98; 1901-02).





John Just Diehl



Born in 1846, John Diehl operated as a building contractor into the twentieth century prior to his death in 1925.  He assisted in the construction of part of the state prison in Waupon, erected many brick homes in Portage and Watertown, and specialized in the building of churches.  With William Prehn, he constructed the second Methodist Church at the southeast corner of DeWitt and E. Pleasant in 1897.  The church no longer stands (Portage Public Library n.d. [news article, 1898).  Diehl advertised in the state directory in 1897-98 and continued to worked as a building contractor through 1900 (Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1897-98; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1900: population schedule]).





William Kutzke



Born in Germany in 1826, William Kutzke trained as a stone and brick mason prior to emigrating to the United States.  Kutzke continued to operate as a builder and contractor for much of the late nineteenth century, working until his death in 1903.  He erected numerous Portage dwellings including the unidentified Arthur Block and the Johnson Block at 101 W. Cook (25/23).  By 1895-96, he had included his son Herman in his business as William Kutzke and Son.  Prior to 1895, Herman either worked independently or was as a relative (Wright 1890).  He indicated that he provided plans and estimates for both public and private buildings.  In 1900, William Kutzke & Sons advertised as a masons' firm engaging in stone laying, brick laying, and plastering.  They were owners of the Fort Winnebago sandstone quarries, perhaps the one opened two miles west of Fort Winnebago during the construction Fort Winnebago in 1829-1830 and utilized for foundation stone by builders in Portage (William ca. 1900).  His sons Herman and Charles J. Kutzke continued the stone contracting business as Kutzke Brothers by 1905 through 1921 (Jones 1914 [2]: 638; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1895-96; 1897-98; 1901-02; 1903-04; 1905-06; 1919-20).  And, apparently forming sometime after 1921 following the dissolution of the partnership between Herman and Charles, H. Kutzke and Sons including Benjamin and William operated as cement contractors between at least 1924 and 1929.  The Kutzke Construction Company constructed the Portage Roll of Honor at the intersection of MacFarlane, W. Wisconsin, and W. Pleasant in 1943 (Smith-Baumann Directory Co. 1929; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1921; 1924-25; Register-Democrat 5/21/1943; 5/22/1943).





Nelson McNeal



Nelson McNeal was an early contractor and builder in Portage who is primarily associated with the construction of the Portage Canal.  In 1849, McNeal received the contract for the 2.25 mile canal.  The excavation of the canal reached the first stage of completion in 1851.  He also constructed the stone mill at the east end of the canal in 1852-1853 (Wisconsin Necrology, vol. 1, p. 15; Krug 1946: 232-33; Mermin 1968: 25-49; Butterfield 1880: 436, 449; River Times 1851 [7/20: 1-2/1).





Northern Construction Company



The Northern Construction Company of Milwaukee remodeled the second Portage High School building at the time they constructed the third, 1916 high school designed by Hugo Houser of Milwaukee at 904 DeWitt (42/20).  The second high school building no longer stands.  The company also erected the First Ward Cottage school at 505 Thompson (49/5) in the same year (Portage Daily Register 7/26/1916).

William L. Prehn



William L. Prehn operated as a contractor in Portage between at least 1890 and 1928 (Polk, R.L. & Co. 1893-94; 1919; 1927-28).  In 1893, he constructed the Presbyterian Church at 120 W. Pleasant (35/13) following the design of Volk & Son of Brooklyn, New York.  With the assistance of John Diehl, he also constructed the second Methodist Church erected at the southeast corner of DeWitt and E. Pleasant in 1897.  He followed the design of F.L. Lindsay (Ogle, Geo. A. & Co. 1893: 271; Democrat 7/16/1900; Portage Public Library, n.d [unidentified articles dated 7/19/1950 and 1898]).  Apparent relatives, Louis and Gustav Prehn, also practiced by 1890 (Wright 1890).





St. Louis Bank Equipment Company



The St. Louis Bank Equipment Company replaced the original City Bank Block erected in 1855 with the present bank (202 W. Cook, 57/8) constructed in the Art Deco style in 1929-1930 (Register-Democrat 11/5/1929; 4/30/1930; Wisconsin State Journal 11/5/1929).





George Shackell



Born in Banbury, England in 1821, George Shackell came to Portage in 1853.  He became one of Portage's first masons, building the Judge Dixon house, an unidentified brick house, in that year.  In 1855, he erected the Vandercook Block at 238 W. Wisconsin (24/32) and the first City Bank Building which once stood at 202 W. Cook.  He continued to operate as a builder and contractor in Portage through 1897-98 (Butterfield 1880: 927; Register-Democrat 11/5/1929; Wisconsin State Journal 11/5/1929; Polk, R.L. & Co. 1897-98; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1850-1910 [1870, 1880: population schedule]).





Landscape Architects





John Nolen



John Nolen, landscape architect of Cambridge, Massachusetts, has been associated with the design of Pauquette Park (32/26).  The Madison and Pleasure Park Association hired Nolen to design its park system, especially the Capitol Mall area to the south of the capitol.  Zona Gale invited Nolen to Portage in 1908 at the time when he was working in Madison.  Their correspondence of that year does not indicate the object of his visit.  Since she was having her house constructed on 506 W. Edgewater (1/21), he could have easily assisted with landscaping at that location.  A news article of November 12, 1934 (Register-Democrat 1934 [11/12: 1/7]) indicates that he again visited Portage in 1934 to observe Pauquette Park for which he drew plans in 1914.  But, the area later designated as Pauquette Park remained undeveloped until the 1920s.  Although such plans may exist, they remain unlocated.  The park does, however, display some evidence of rustic landscape design common to the early twentieth century (Gale 1908 [4/17/1908: 427; 4/23/1908; 5/15/1908: 7; 8/28/1908: 246, letters to John Nolin and James Olin]).





Engineering Firms





H.V. Tenant



H. V. Tenant was associated with the General Engineering Company of Portage by 1924.  Tennant continued to practice as a civil engineer through 1943.  In 1943, the citizens of Portage supported the construction of a roll of honor in the triangle surrounded by MacFarlane, Wisconsin, and W. Pleasant.  H.V. Tenant of the General Engineering Company designed and the Kutzke Construction Company erected the ashlar limestone and granite and concrete monument with plate glass cabinet across its front (Polk, R.L. & Co. 1924-25; 1927-28; Register-Democrat 5/21/1943; 5/22/1943; Portage Daily Register 11/10/1973).





	List of Surveyed and National Register Properties Noted in the Text�





Address				Map Code		Notations



*Agency House Road, end of	2/15			Agency House, Federal

								  influence



201 Adams 				22/33			MacCullough, monuments;

								  false front retail bldg.

611 Adams 				41/13			gabled ell house

923 Adams 				45/26			Weyenberg Shoe Manufacturing Co.

								  vernacular commercial



103 Armstrong 			23/30			one story cube house



224 W. Burns 			46/0			side gabled house

228 W. Burns 			45/36			Dutch Colonial Revival house



510 W. Carroll 			39/7			side gabled house

532 W. Carroll 			39/10			Italianate house



110 E. Conant			30/24			A.A. Porter Apartments;

								  Georgian Revival details

219 E. Conant 			30/15			Wells House; Queen Anne

416 E. Conant			31/9			gabled ell house

432 E. Conant 			31/12			Gothic Revival house

503 E. Conant 			29/34			Goodyear House; Italianate

ca. 520 E. Conant 		32/21			Tudor Revival house

531 E. Conant 			29/26			Gothic Revival house

612 E. Conant 			29/22			gabled ell house

�Address				Map Code		Notations



115 W. Conant 			31/15			Masonic Temple; Art Deco



201 W. Conant			31/16			Sprecher House; Italianate;

								  T.N. Philpot, architect;

								  Alex. Carnegie, builder;

								  A.H. Oakley, mason

215 W. Conant 			31/17			Post Office; Classical Revival

								  Commercial

311 W. Conant 			43/4			lustron gas station 

409 W. Conant 			31/32			Gothic Revival house

417 W. Conant 			31/33			Queen Anne house

419 W. Conant 			31/34			Queen Anne house

501 W. Conant 			32/3			two story cube house

502 W. Conant 			33/0			Bungalow house

505 W. Conant 			32/4			Dutch Colonial Revival house

509 W. Conant 			32/5			Queen Anne house

513 W. Conant 			32/6			Queen Anne house

519 W. Conant 			32/7			Dutch Colonial Revival house

604 W. Conant 			32/30			one story cube house

607 W. Conant 			32/12			Dutch Colonial Revival house

615 W. Conant 			32/14			Italianate house

909 W. Conant 			32/24			Dutch Colonial Revival house

								  and garage

911 W. Conant			32/25			Tudor Revival house

ca. 913 W. Conant 		33/10			Tudor Revival house



100 E. Cook 			25/20			Italianate Commercial; cast iron

								  pediments

113 E. Cook 			56/7			Huber Bldg.; Italianate Commer-								  cial; cast iron key stone

121-123 E. Cook 			56/3			Italianate Commercial

122 E. Cook				57/25			Italianate Commercial

124 E. Cook 			57/26			Odd Fellow's Hall; vernacular

								  commercial

301 E. Cook				28/1			Presbyterian Church; Romanesque

								  Revival

307 E. Cook 			27/15			Gothic Revival house

309 E. Cook 			27/14			front gabled house   

404 E. Cook 			27/28			Henry Epstein house, Italianate

*505 E. Cook			29/29			Henry Merrell House,

								  Greek Revival

506 E. Cook				27/18			gabled ell house

509 E. Cook 			26/34			Queen Anne house

510 E. Cook 			27/16			side gabled house

525 E. Cook 			26/31			Tudor Revival house

527 E. Cook 			26/30			Purdy House; Second Empire



101 W. Cook 			25/23			Johnson Block; Italianate Com-

								  mercial; William Kutzke,

								  contractor

�Address				Map Code		Notations



108 W. Cook 			57/34			Beehive; Classical Revival Com-

								  mercial

118-122 W. Cook 			57/18			Italianate Commercial

124 W. Cook				57/17			Italianate Commercial

130-132 W. Cook 			57/13			Italianate Commercial

131 W. Cook 			56/24			cast iron window hood; 							  			  Italianate Commercial

136 W. Cook				57/11			cast iron window hood; carrara

								  glass; Italianate Commercial

137-139 W. Cook 			56/26			Eulberg Block; cast iron window

								  hood; Italianate Commercial

202 W. Cook 			57/8			City Bank; Art Deco Commercial;

								  St. Louis Bank Equipment Co.

207 W. Cook				31/21			Raulf Hotel; vernacular

								  commercial; C.J. Keller and  								  Son, Architects

233 W. Cook 			49/24			carrara glass; retail bldg.

303 W. Cook 			28/10			St. Mary's Catholic Church,

								  Romanesque Revival; George

								  Hurst; carpenter

322 W. Cook 			29/18			side gabled house

405 W. Cook 			28/14			side gabled house

416 W. Cook 			29/12			side gabled house

420 W. Cook 			29/11			one story cube house

429 W. Cook 			28/20			Italianate house

430 W. Cook 			29/8			Prairie School style house

505 W. Cook 			28/22			Queen Anne house

519 W. Cook 			28/25			side gabled house

520 W. Cook 			29/3			side gabled house

525 W. Cook 			28/26			Tudor Revival house

527 W. Cook 			28/27			gabled ell house



201 DeWitt 				25/0			C.F. Mohr Lumber Company; cast

								  iron front; vernacular

								  commercial

203 DeWitt				25/1			Italianate Commercial

211 DeWitt       			25/3			Charles Geisler, cigar manu-

								  facturer; cast iron front;

								  Italianate commercial

301 DeWitt 				25/6			Italianate Commercial

305 DeWitt 				25/7			Beattie Building; cast iron

								  details; Italianate Commercial

310 DeWitt 				25/18			Murison Bldg.; Alexander 								  Carnegie, contractor (no. wing)

314 DeWitt				25/14			cast iron front; Italianate 

								  Commercial

316 DeWitt				25/15			cast iron front; Italianate

								  Commercial

318 DeWitt 				25/16			cast iron front; Italianate

								  Commercial

�Address				Map Code		Notations



320 DeWitt 				25/12			Hillyer Block; Italianate Comm-								  ercial; cast iron columns

513 DeWitt 				37/19			Queen Anne house

603 DeWitt 				37/17			Gale House; Second Empire

904 DeWitt 				42/20			Clough Bldg.; Classical Revival;

								  Hugo Houser, architect



114 Dodge 				48/27			T.H. Cochrane Warehouse; concrete

								  block; vernacular commercial

109 E. Edgewater 			24/19			Loomis and Weinke Motors;

								  vernacular commercial

122 E. Edgewater			24/13			York-Barker Lumberyard

312 E. Edgewater 			22/35			American Foursquare house

317 E. Edgewater 			22/28			front gabled house

323 E. Edgewater 			22/27			one story cube house

327 E. Edgewater 			22/25			side gabled house

411 E. Edgewater 			23/14			Tudor Revival house

418 E. Edgewater 			26/2			Italianate house



233 W. Edgewater			23/23			Coop. Creamery; commercial verna-

								  cular; C.W. Kanpfer, architect

429 W. Edgewater 			23/20			American Foursquare house

430 W. Edgewater 			26/5			Prairie School style house

*506 W. Edgewater 		1/21			Zona Gale House; Georgian 								  Revival; John Nolen, land-

								  scape architect

523 W. Edgewater 			23/26			Tudor Revival house



203 W. Emmett 			45/16			Spanish Colonial house; concrete



119 W. Franklin 			42/30			Julia Rusch High School; Art 								  Deco; Parkinson and 								  Dockindorff, architects

216 E. Franklin 			42/4			American Foursquare house

222 E. Franklin 			42/5			Italianate house

ca. 321 E. Franklin 		42/9			Queen Anne house



134 W. Franklin 			42/24			cast iron keystones; Gothic

								  Revival house

*228 W. Franklin 			4/5			Cochrane House; Second Empire

230 W. Franklin 			42/6			Queen Anne house



114 E. Howard 			37/22			Queen Anne house

131 E. Howard 			38/26			Italianate house

138 E. Howard 			37/29			side gabled house

224 E. Howard 			37/32			Stotzer Apartments; Georgian

								  Revival details

331 E. Howard 			37/5			one story cube house



116 W. Howard 			38/24			American Foursquare house

�Address				Map Code		Notations



202 W. Howard 			38/25			American Foursquare house

208 W. Howard 			38/26			Italianate house

212 W. Howard 			38/27			Georgian Revival house

216-218 W. Howard 		38/28			Methodist Church; Greek Revival

233 W. Howard 			38/14			United Brethren Church;

								  Romanesque Revival



1001 Jefferson 			45/24			Frank Fruit warehouse; vernacular

								  commercial



235 W. Pleasant/505 Lock	35/2			Queen Anne house

609 Lock 				36/16			American Foursquare house



*616 MacFarlane 			5/19			Queen Anne house

701 MacFarlane 			39/27			St. John's Lutheran Church;

								  Romanesque Revival; Gustav

								  Mattke, carpenter

804 MacFarlane 			7/3			Wm. Breese; Georgian Revival; 

								  Julius Heimerl, architect

1010 MacFarlane 			45/34 		Bungalow house



106 E. Mullett			48/23			Portage Iron Works; concrete

								  block (rear); vernacular com-								  mercial (see 48/24 also)

107 E. Mullett			48/11			Portage Hosiery; vernacular com-

								  mercial (see 48/19, 48/15,

								  48/13); Livermore and 								  Samuelson, architect (48/14)

112-120 E. Mullett            48/22			Portage Iron Works; concrete

								  block; vernacular commercial

131 E. Mullett 			48/20			Wentworth Elevator; timber frame



131 W. Mullett 			48/7			gabled ell w/ Greek Revival

								  detail (house)



216 W. Oneida 			46/26			Queen Anne house

302 W. Oneida 			46/21			Oneida Hotel; vernacular commer-

								  cial

400 Oneida				47/10			C.M. & St. P depot; Art Moderne

407-411 W. Oneida 		47/12			freight depot; Italianate Com-

								  mercial

428 W. Oneida 			46/13			one story cube house

W. Oneida and Armstrong, 

  N.W. cor. of 			47/15 		railroad roundhouse and turntable

								(47/17)  (removed in 11/92)



107 Pauquette 			48/33			Bungalow house



101 E. Pleasant 			36/3			Queen Anne house

105 E. Pleasant 			36/5			Queen Anne house

�Address				Map Code		Notations



ca. 212 E. Pleasant 		37/2			one story cube house



101 W. Pleasant 			35/11			American Foursquare house

120 W. Pleasant			35/13			Presbyterian Church; Queen Anne;

								  Volk and Son, architects; Wm.

								  Prehn, contractor

211 W. Pleasant 			35/7			St. John's Episcopal Church;

								  High Victorian Gothic; I.J.

								  Knapp, architect

220 W. Pleasant 			35/21			Italianate house

224 W. Pleasant 			35/22			Queen Anne house

408 W. Pleasant 			34/30			Tudor Revival house

416 W. Pleasant 			34/32			Colonial Revival house

501 W. Pleasant 			34/28			Dutch Colonial Revival house

509 W. Pleasant 			34/27			Gothic Revival house

529 W. Pleasant 			34/14			Queen Anne house

ca. 606 W. Pleasant 		34/21			Bungalow house

611 W. Pleasant 			34/10			American Foursquare house

623 W. Pleasant 			34/8			Bungalow house

625 W. Pleasant 			34/7			Bungalow house

629 W. Pleasant 			34/6			American Foursquare house

1230 W. Pleasant			44/34			Dorothy Walker House



412 Prospect 			34/31			Tudor Revival house

504 Prospect 			1/27			Second Empire house

508 Prospect 			40/30			Tudor Revival house

529 Prospect 			38/35			John Buehler, cement works

602 Prospect 			40/23			Queen Anne house

					40/22			carriage house

623 Prospect 			40/3			Bungalow house

626 Prospect 			40/17			Tudor Revival house

628 Prospect 			40/16			Colonial Revival house; Frank

								  Riley, architect

719 Prospect 			40/8			Queen Anne house

723 Prospect 			40/9			Bungalow house

805 Prospect 			40/11			Colonial Revival house



320 River Street 			44/17			side gabled house



647 Silver Lake Drive 		47/32			J.J. Guppey House; side gabled

					47/33			carriage house w/ Gothic detail



Superior and Central, cor. of 48/3			Wisc. Central depot; Italianate 								  Commercial

Superior and Townsend,

  NE corner of 			49/8			grandstand; Art Deco



505 Thompson 			49/5			Cottage School; Georgian

								  Revival details; Northern 

								  Construction Co., contractor

�Address				Map Code		Notations



201-211 E. Wisconsin 		48/25			Hyland Garage; vernacular comm-

								  ercial

407 E. Wisconsin 			49/1			front gabled house



212 W. Wisconsin 			24/23			Italianate Commercial

214 W. Wisconsin 			24/24			Italianate Commercial

220 W. Wisconsin 			24/27			Italianate Commercial

238 W. Wisconsin 			24/32			Vandercook Block; Geo. Shackell,

								  contractor

314-322 W. Wisconsin 		31/20			Portage Theater; Classical

								  Revival Commercial

417 W. Wisconsin			35/24			Christian Science Church; 

								  Colonial Revival; Charles W.

								  Valentine, architect

*532 W. Wisconsin			4/12			Clark-Corning House, Greek

								  Revival

1300 W. Wisconsin 		49/11			Spanish Colonial; concrete

1125 W. Wisconsin 		44/7			lustron house

    � Thomas Dockindorf (Department of Geography, St. Cloud University, St. Cloud, Minnesota [612-255-2095; 612-255-3160]) indicated that the only known plans (#765) for the high school now standing at 119 W. Franklin were drafted by Parkinson and Dockindorf in 1932 and are housed at the Area Research Center, University of Wisconsin, La Crosse.

    � The property has been entered onto the National Register.

    � The Gale dwelling at 506 West Edgewater was entered onto the National Register in 1980 (Wisconsin HPD 1970-93 [1980]).

    � The property has been entered onto the National Register.

    � The side gabled form is a dwelling whose basic floor plan has a rectangular shape and its end gables and roof ridge parallel the direction of the street.  Its main entrance occurs under the eaves.  The front gabled form has a similar shape but its roof ridge is perpendicular to the street and its gable faces the street.  The gabled ell is essentially a front or side galbed form with a wing at right angles to it (see below).

    � Mohr 1952; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; 2/24/73; 1908 [2/20: 3/5; 8/4: 3/1]; Register-Democrat 7/21/1951; 1/19/1919; 1/21/1919; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1889; 1894; 1901; 1910; 1918; 1929.

    � Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1892-1930]; Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1889-1929; Columbia County Historical Society 1982; Portage Daily Register 7/2/1952; Register-Democrat 6/3/1921.

    � The property has been entered onto the National Register.
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