	CHAPTER XIV: SURVEY RESULTS�PRIVATE ��





	Introduction



This intensive survey report represents a summary of the information gathered during the intensive architectural survey of the city and the historical research phases of the project.  The bibliography provides a listing of all resources utilized during each step of the process.  The following repositories have received copies of the report: the Historic Preservation Division of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Portage Area Chamber of Commerce, Portage Public Library, City of Portage, Portage Public Schools, and the East Central Wisconsin Planning Commission.  The data relating to the survey including the survey inventory cards with 3X5, black and white photographs, black and white negatives, colored slides illustrating the two nominated districts, the intensive survey forms, one set of reconnaissance survey maps, one set of district maps, and two nominations are deposited with the Historic Preservation Division of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin.  A copy of the district and reconnaissance survey maps is deposited with the Portage Public Library.  A rough draft of the survey cards, intensive survey sheets, and the original copies of the reconnaissance survey and district maps are held by the Portage Area Chamber of Commerce, the sponsors of the survey project.



The reconnaissance portion of the survey records approximately 1100 properties.  These resources include all the standing properties within the city limits of Portage dating between the 1830s and 1943 which retain some recognizable features of their original or historically altered appearance.  The survey cards and intensive survey forms represent a comprehensive listing of these properties and include an architectural description and photograph.  The intensive survey forms completed for the two nominated districts, the Portage Retail District and the Portage Industrial Waterfront, also include property specific historical information.  The survey located 426 contributing and noncontributing properties eligible for the National Register of Historic Places within districts and 60 individually eligible properties, a total of 486 properties eligible for nomination.



As noted in the introductory chapter, the evaluation of property significance is based on the four National Register criteria which separately address (A) the property's historical significance, (B) significant individuals, (C) architectural significance, and (D) significance gained from the data the property offers for study.  The properties cited as significant are those which deserve additional investigation and at the time of survey were potentially eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.  Prior to this survey, four individually eligible properties and one historic district were nominated to the National Register within the city limits of Portage: the Portage Canal, Zona Gale House, Merrell House, Wauona Trail, and Society Hill District.  Three properties and districts just east of Portage were placed on the National Register prior to the survey: the site of Fort Winnebago, the Surgeon's Quarters, and the Indian Agency House.



As a result of the architectural survey of Portage, this project proposed ten potential National Register districts.  These districts include the W. Conant Street Neighborhood, E. Cook Street Neighborhood, St. Mary's Catholic Church, the E. Franklin Street Neighborhood, Prospect Hill Neighborhood, Church Hill District, Portage Schools, Portage Retail District, Portage Industrial Waterfront, and Portage Railroad District.  The section below briefly describes each district.  The table lists the districts and the number of properties in each one.  The summary for each district includes a description and justification of the boundaries, a general description of each district, a notation indicating the reason for its designation or its overall significance, a list of the properties contained within the proposed district, and a district map delineating the boundaries of each proposed district.  Each map identifies the property by photographic code and address and indicates whether the property is a contributing or noncontributing resource to the district.  At the end of the summary is a listing of the proposed individually eligible properties in Portage followed by a list of those properties included in the reconnaissance survey but not located in the districts or found to be individually eligible.



National Register districts incorporate a spatially contiguous grouping of properties within their boundaries which are united by an underlying historical theme, for example architecture, commerce, industry, and education, and by a sense of historic architectural cohesiveness.  That is, properties within a district often display a similar function; a majority of the properties pre-date 1943; and they retain much of their historic character.  At the boundaries of the district, function often alters, and architectural integrity usually diminishes rapidly.  Then, the contributing properties add or at least do not detract from the historical appearance of the district while noncontributing properties detract from that historical character.  These later class of properties have usually either received artificial siding which mask the overall shaping and decorative details of the property and/or accumulated additions which alter the pre-1943 character of the property.  The district maps also designate those properties within the districts which are individually eligible.  They are contributing properties which additionally possess sufficient architectural integrity to gain nomination in their own right without the context of a surrounding district.  Contributing properties which are not designated as individually eligible can only be nominated as part of a district.



Note that the evaluations offered in this chapter for the inclusion of properties within a district and their classification as contributing, noncontributing, and individually eligible are preliminary determinations.  Except for the two districts nominated as a part of this project, actual nomination of the other eight districts and individually eligible properties to the National Register require additional historical research and evaluation based on the added knowledge of their historical associations.  The proposed Portage Retail District and Portage Industrial Waterfront are being nominated as part of this project.  The information included in this chapter concerning these two districts are drawn from and include some of the data submitted on the National Register forms to the Historic Preservation Division of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin.  Prior to their actual nomination, these two district will undergo review by the Division of Historic Preservation and then by the Wisconsin Board of Review.  After this review, the nominations are submitted by the Historic Preservation Division to the National Park Service for its review.

�	Proposed Historic Districts in Portage





Index of Proposed Historic Districts



District Name:						Number of Properties in District



W. Conant Street Neighborhood		 	  	  3

Prospect Hill Neighborhood		     		167

St. Mary's Catholic Church				  2

E. Cook Street Neighborhood				 67

Church Hill District			     		 81

Portage Schools						  3

E. Franklin Street Neighborhood		 	  3

Portage Railroad District				  9

Portage Retail District                  		 85

Portage Industrial Waterfront				  6





Total number of properties in districts: 426 in 10 districts

Individually eligible properties:  60





District: W. Conant Street Neighborhood





Boundary Description



The West Conant Street Neighborhood is a small cluster of three dwellings.  The properties are arranged linearly and contiguously in an east-west direction along W. Conant which forms their south boundary.  The north boundary is represented by the north boundary of the three properties and the east and west boundary lines of the district are exterior boundary lines of the two east and west end properties.





Boundary Justification



The district boundary separates a small concentration of individually eligible and contributing properties from those of a different era and style or those which have undergone considerable alteration.





District Description



The West Conant Street Neighborhood is a small historic district placed along a south-facing hillside overlooking West Conant Street and the Wisconsin River.  Broad lawns stretch south or in front of this line of three dwellings.  The horizontally proportioned buildings blend into their setting.  While it is not known how much the original landscaping along the hillside has altered, the substantial grounds surrounding the properties contribute to the overall appearance of the district.  Current landscaping features include rubble stone retaining walls and a scattering of oaks along the hillside.  Low plantings occur adjacent to the dwellings.  Few visible intrusions occur.



Either Dutch Colonial or Tudor Revival, the three dwellings and single garage belong to the same building era.  Tudor architectural elements include stucco and half timbering, a variety of dormers and roof shapes, a small number of Classical features, and massive chimneys.  The Dutch Colonial dwelling with its gambrel roof, long shed-roof dormer, and front porch with screening and latticework and garage in a similar style is less elaborate than the other two dwellings.  The three contributing buildings maintain a high degree of architectural integrity along their exteriors.





District Significance



Areas of Significance: Architecture

Period of Significance: 1930s (Sanborn-Perris Map Co. 1929)



The dwellings were erected in the Prospect Hill Addition which was generally developed after the turn of the century as Divine Savior Hospital (1015 W. Pleasant) expanded to the northeast of the subdivision.  They represent excellent examples of the Tudor and Dutch Colonial Revival styles.  The district gains significance in the area of architecture.  The dwellings illustrate building styles which commonly exist elsewhere in Portage in less elaborate forms or frequently with fewer intact elements.  The three dwellings are therefore significant in the area of architecture.



Because their original occupants are not yet identified, their relationship to important persons in Portage has not been assessed.





Listing of Properties Within the District



									Indiv. Eligible/

							Photo		Contributing/	Survey

Address						No.		Noncontributing   Map No.



909 W. Conant					32/24		indiv. eligible	G5

911 W. Conant					32/25		indiv. eligible	G5

ca. 913 W. Conant					33/10		indiv. eligible	G4



Total number of properties: 3
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	Figure 41: Properties in the West Conant Street Neighborhood

�District: Prospect Hill Neighborhood





Boundary Description



The Prospect Hill Neighborhood stretches along the west side of Portage from approximately MacFarlane and Dunn west to Armstrong and Pierce.  The district begins at the south side of West Edgewater and reaches up the hillside to the north side of Prospect with one exception located on West Carroll.





Boundary Justification



The district partially coincides with the Prospect Hill Subdivision.  On the east and northeast, its boundaries run adjacent to the Society Hill District and the Portage Retail District.  To the extreme south, the district borders the Wisconsin River.  Along its south, west, and northwest sides, the preservation of architectural elements and forms declines rather sharply and the era in which the houses were constructed grows considerably more recent.





District Description



Containing approximately 167 major contributing and noncontributing buildings, the Prospect Hill District stretches from East Edgewater to the top of what is known as Prospect or Hospital Hill.  The area lies in the MacFarlane, Dunn, and Armstrong Addition.  The district includes five parallel, east-west streets leading from the city's center to its west outskirts including west Edgewater, Cook, Conant, Pleasant, and Prospect.  The Divine Savior Hospital and the associated nursing home stand immediately to the northwest of the district.  At the east side of the district occurs the commercial area.  One of Portage's many neighborhood churches, St. Mary's Catholic Church with its rectory and school, lies just to the east of the district.  The Society Hill National Register District is located to the northeast of the district.  The Wisconsin River forms an extreme southern boundary.  Vernacular type houses tend to concentrate along the south side of the district.  Dwellings beyond the west and northwest edges also tend to be more vernacular in form and often lack the relatively high degree of preservation visible within the district.



The Prospect Hill area developed slowly prior to the 1890s.  Only a small number of earlier styles are represented in the district.  Notable exceptions include a well-preserved example of an Italianate style dwelling at the district's north boundary.  A comparatively small number of earlier side gable, gabled ell, and one story cube vernacular forms occur among the later dwellings, a majority of which belong to the Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, American Four Square, Bungalow, Tudor Revival, and Dutch Colonial Revival styles.  The district also contains several one and a half and two story Portage cream brick, T-plan dwellings with centered, gabled, two story wing and flanking, gabled wall dormers or gables.  They are classified as side gable forms.  The shorter version sometimes possesses vestiges of Gothic-like bargeboards and perhaps a finial and entry porch with chamfered posts and brackets.  The later, taller version displays a two story bay at one end, shingling and spindles in the gables, and an entry porch with turned posts and spindle frieze.  The district also contains a single National Register property located at 506 West Edgewater, the Zona Gale House.



The Prospect Hill District contains no major intrusions.  Some of the older, less substantial dwellings have received more recent cladding and additions.  And, a small number of contemporary residences have been constructed within the district.





District Significance



Areas of Significance: Architecture

Period of Significance: 1860s to ca. 1940



The Prospect Hill Neighborhood gains significance in the area of architecture because of the large number of well preserved, high style dwellings concentrated in the district.  Although some of the dwellings such as the Zona Gale House at 506 West Edgewater may be associated with individuals making significant contributions to their community, these associations have not yet been made.



Although the Prospect Hill Neighborhood was subdivided as the MacFarlane, Dunn, and Armstrong Addition by the early 1860s, particularly the area north of Conant did not contain many residences until the 1890s.  Much of the building in the district occurred between 1890 and 1940.  Construction began shortly before the turn of the century when Portage's wealthy businessmen and industrial developers began to locate their homes west of the business area.  Located on West Pleasant Street to the west of the district, the Divine Savior Hospital opened its doors in 1917 and periodically expanded this facility beginning in the 1920s.  The associated nursing home was first established in 1923 in a former dwelling house and replaced by the current building in 1976.  It now occupies one block on West Pleasant just west of the district.  Although these two institutions are not now represented by architecturally significant buildings, they did attract a specific group of individuals to the neighborhood.  As the hospital grew in the 1920s, its physicians also built and purchased houses in this neighborhood.  Thus, the dwellings in the districts reflect the prosperity of Portage's businesses, industries, and the growing medical community.



The Prospect Hill Neighborhood is defined as a district gaining significance primarily for its late nineteenth to twentieth century domestic architecture, particularly its Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, American Four Square, Bungalow, Tudor, and Dutch Colonial Revival style dwellings as well as its T-shaped, cream brick, side gable, Gothic Revival and Queen Anne houses.  The pre-1890 dwellings located in the south part of the district closer to the river tend to be smaller and less elaborate, vernacular dwellings.





�Listing of Properties Within the District



									Indiv. Eligible/

							Photo		Contributing/	Survey

Address						No.		Noncontributing   Map No.



532 W. Carroll					39/10		indiv. eligible	F5

532 W. Carroll					53/11		contributing	F5



401 W. Conant					31/30		noncontributing	G5

402 W. Conant					33/8		contributing	G5

405 W. Conant					31/31		contributing	G5

406 W. Conant					33/7		noncontributing	G5

409 W. Conant					31/32		contributing	G5

410 W. Conant					33/6		noncontributing	G5

416 W. Conant					33/5		noncontributing	G5

417 W. Conant					31/32		contributing	G5

419 W. Conant					31/34		indiv. eligible	G5

420 W. Conant					33/4		noncontributing	G5

424 W. Conant					33/3		noncontributing	G5

425 W. Conant					32/0		contributing	G5

426 W. Conant					33/2		noncontributing	G5

427 W. Conant					32/1		noncontributing	G5

427 W. Conant					50/11		noncontributing	G5

430 W. Conant					33/1		contributing	G5

431 W. Conant					32/2		noncontributing	G5

501 W. Conant					32/3		contributing	G5

502 W. Conant					33/0		contributing	G5

505 W. Conant					32/4		contributing	G5

506 W. Conant					32/34		noncontributing	G5

509 W. Conant					32/5		indiv. eligible	G5

510 W. Conant					32/33		contributing	G5

513 W. Conant					32/6		indiv. eligible	G5

514 W. Conant					32/32		contributing  	G5

519 W. Conant					32/7		indiv. eligible	G5

ca. 520 W. Conant					32/31		indiv. eligible	G5

525 W. Conant					32/8		noncontributing	G5

526 W. Conant					54/7		noncontributing	G5

527-529 W. Conant					32/9		contributing	G5

528 W. Conant					54/6		noncontributing	G5

530 W. Conant					54/5		noncontributing	G5

533 W. Conant					32/10		noncontributing	G5

601 W. Conant					32/11		noncontributing	G5

604 W. Conant					32/30		indiv. eligible	G5

607 W. Conant					32/12		indiv. eligible	G5

609 W. Conant					32/13		noncontributing	G5

615 W. Conant					32/14		contributing	G5

615 W. Conant					50/12		contributing	G5

619 W. Conant					32/15		noncontributing	G5

623 W. Conant					32/16		noncontributing	G5

627 W. Conant					32/17		contributing	G5

627 W. Conant					50/13		contributing	G5

�									Indiv. Eligible/

							Photo		Contributing/	Survey

Address						No.		Noncontributing   Map No.



631 W. Conant					32/18		contributing	G5



322 W. Cook						29/18		contributing	G5

402 W. Cook						29/16		noncontributing	G5

405 W. Cook						28/14		indiv. eligible	G5

407 W. Cook						28/15		contributing	G5

408 W. Cook						29/15		noncontributing	G5

411 W. Cook						28/16		contributing	G5

412 W. Cook						29/13		noncontributing	G5

415 W. Cook						28/17		noncontributing 	G5

416 W. Cook						29/12		indiv. eligible	G5

419 W. Cook						28/18		contributing	G5

420 W. Cook						29/11		contributing	G5

422 W. Cook						29/10		noncontributing	G5

423 W. Cook						28/19		noncontributing  	G5

426 W. Cook						29/9		noncontributing	G5

429 W. Cook						28/20		indiv. eligible	G5

430 W. Cook						29/8		indiv. eligible	G5

501 W. Cook						28/21		noncontributing	G5

502 W. Cook						29/7		noncontributing	G5

505 W. Cook						28/22		indiv. eligible	G5

506 W. Cook						29/6		noncontributing	G5

510 W. Cook						29/5		noncontributing	G5

511 W. Cook						28/23		contributing  	G5

513 W. Cook						28/24		noncontributing 	G5

514 W. Cook						29/4		contributing	G5

519 W. Cook						28/25		contributing	G5

520 W. Cook						29/3		indiv. eligible	G5

525 W. Cook						28/26		indiv. eligible	G5

527 W. Cook						28/27		indiv. eligible	G5



401 W. Edgewater					23/12		noncontributing	G5

409 W. Edgewater					23/13		noncontributing	G5

411 W. Edgewater					23/14		indiv. eligible	G5

417 W. Edgewater					23/15		contributing	G5

418 W. Edgewater					26/2		indiv. eligible	G5

419 W. Edgewater					23/16		noncontributing	G5

421 W. Edgewater					23/17		contributing	G5

422 W. Edgewater					26/3		contributing	G5

427 W. Edgewater					23/18		contributing	G5

428 W. Edgewater					26/4		contributing	G5

429 W. Edgewater					23/19		contributing	G5

430 W. Edgewater					26/5		indiv. eligible	G5

505 W. Edgewater					23/20		contributing	G5

�									Indiv. Eligible/

							Photo		Contributing/	Survey

Address						No.		Noncontributing   Map No.



506 W. Edgewater							indiv. eligible	G5 NR�



408 W. Pleasant					34/30		indiv. eligible	G5

412 W. Pleasant					34/31		indiv. eligible	G5

416 W. Pleasant					34/32		contributing	G5

420 W. Pleasant					34/34		noncontributing	G5

424 W. Pleasant					34/33		contributing	G5

426 W. Pleasant					51/0		noncontributing	G5

430 W. Pleasant					51/1		noncontributing	G5

431 W. Pleasant					34/29		contributing	G5

501 W. Pleasant					34/28		indiv. eligible	G5

502 W. Pleasant					51/2		noncontributing	G5

503 W. Pleasant					34/26		noncontributing	G5

508 W. Pleasant					51/3		noncontributing	G5

509 W. Pleasant					34/27		indiv. eligible	G5

512 W. Pleasant					34/35		contributing	G5

516 W. Pleasant					35/0		contributing	G5

518 W. Pleasant					54/1 		noncontributing	G5

519 W. Pleasant					34/25		noncontributing	G5

523 W. Pleasant					34/24		noncontributing	G5

526 W. Pleasant					54/3		noncontributing	G5

528 W. Pleasant					54/3		noncontributing	G5

529 W. Pleasant					34/14		indiv. eligible	G5

529 W. Pleasant					51/4		contributing	G5

530 W. Pleasant					54/4		noncontributing	G5

601 W. Pleasant					34/13		contributing	G5

602 W. Pleasant					34/23		contributing	G5

604 W. Pleasant					34/22		contributing	G5

605 W. Pleasant					34/12		noncontributing	G5

ca. 606 W. Pleasant				34/21		contributing	G5

ca. 606.5 W. Pleasant				34/20		contributing	G5

608 W. Pleasant					34/19		contributing	G5

609 W. Pleasant					34/11		contributing	G5

611 W. Pleasant					34/10		indiv. eligible	G5

615 W. Pleasant					34/17		noncontributing	G5

617 W. Pleasant					34/9		noncontributing	G5

623 W. Pleasant					34/8		indiv. eligible	G5

624 W. Pleasant					51/5		noncontributing	G5

625 W. Pleasant					34/7		indiv. eligible	G5

626 W. Pleasant					34/18		noncontributing	G5

629 W. Pleasant					34/6		indiv. eligible	G5

630 W. Pleasant					51/6		noncontributing	G5

702 W. Pleasant					34/4		contributing	G5

�									Indiv. Eligible/

							Photo		Contributing/	Survey

Address						No.		Noncontributing   Map No.



508 Prospect					40/30		indiv. eligible	F5

514 Prospect					40/29		contributing	F5

518 Prospect					40/28		contributing	F5

522 Prospect					40/27		contributing	F5

525 Prospect					38/34		indiv. eligible	F5

526 Prospect					40/26		contributing	F5

529 Prospect					38/35		contributing	F5

530 Prospect					40/25		noncontributing	F5

601 Prospect					40/1		noncontributing	F5

602 Prospect					40/23		indiv. eligible	F5

602 Prospect					40/22		contributing      F5

611 Prospect					40/2		contributing	F5

612 Prospect					40/21		noncontributing	F5

615 Prospect					40/32		noncontributing	F5

616 Prospect					40/20		indiv. eligible	F5

619 Prospect					40/31		noncontributing	F5

620 Prospect					40/19		noncontributing  	F5

622 Prospect					40/18		contributing	F5

623 Prospect					40/3		contributing	F5

626 Prospect					40/17		indiv. eligible	F5

627 Prospect					40/4		contributing	F5

628 Prospect					40/16		indiv. eligible	F5

628 Prospect					53/13		contributing	F5

631 Prospect					40/5		contributing	F5

701 Prospect					40/34		noncontributing	F5

705 Prospect					40/33		contributing	F5

711 Prospect					40/6		contributing	F5

715 Prospect					40/7		noncontributing	F5

719 Prospect					40/8		indiv. eligible   F5

723 Prospect					40/9		indiv. eligible	F5

729 Prospect					40/10		noncontributing   F5

729 Prospect					53/12		noncontributing	F5

801 Prospect					40/35		noncontributing	F5

802 Prospect					40/15		contributing	F5

805 Prospect					40/11		indiv. eligible	F5

812 Prospect					40/14		contributing	F5

817 Prospect					40/12		indiv. eligible	F5

821 Prospect					40/13		contributing	F5



Total number of properties: 167
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Figure 42: Properties

in the Prospect Hill 

Neighborhood

�District: St. Mary's Catholic Church





Boundary Description



The south boundary of St. Mary's Catholic Church runs along the north edge of West Cook Street.  The remaining boundaries include the exterior lines of the lots on which St. Mary's Catholic Church and rectory are located, lots 17, 18, and 19 in block 242 of the original plat.





Boundary Justification



The boundary contains the two pre-1942 buildings which now represent the development of the Catholic Church in Portage.  It separates these properties from adjacent, recent construction including the 1956 Catholic school to the west and large parking lots to the north and east.  The later areas represent sites from which buildings associated with the church and private dwellings pre-dating 1942 were removed.





District Description



Located at 303 and 307 West Cook, St. Mary's Catholic Church and rectory are located on the three city lots just west of Portage's retail center.  The buildings face W. Cook Street.



Built in the Romanesque Revival style, the individually eligible church is symmetrically proportioned and displays such stylistically characteristic features as buttresses, decorative arcading and corbeling, round arch windows separated by pilasters, an overlight above the main entrance, and a square steeple with tower, lantern, and spire centered along the facade.  A contributing, Colonial Revival rectory sits to the west.  Although sided with aluminum, it retains its steep gable dormers, wide eaves, tower with conical roof, and wrap-around porch with pediment.



The church has undergone some change, most significantly the addition of the two side wings in 1886 and the replacement of its spire in the nineteenth century.  Although the basic form and some of the features of the 1904 rectory remain recognizable, it has been covered with aluminum siding.  As the church faced new needs, it has also replaced adjacent buildings.  The school, convent, and parish hall which once stood on the side and rear lots are replaced by the 1956 school to the west.  A parking lot to the east and north replaces the pre-1942 dwellings which once stood between the church and the retail area.





�District Significance



Areas of Significance: Religion

  			     Ethnic Heritage

			     Architecture

Period of Significance: 1886, 1904



St. Mary's Catholic Church gains significance under criterion C as an example of Romanesque Revival, ecclesiastic architecture.  Because the Catholic religion represented an important social force in Portage, the church and the rectory also possess significance in the area of religion under criterion A.  Churches provided an important means of social organization within the city.  Since the parish is also associated with the Irish and German ethnic groups in Portage, the district also gains significance under Ethnic Heritage: European.



Catholic missionaries began to serve the Portage area in the early 1830s.  Pierre Pauquette erected a small chapel at the corner of Adams and Conant in 1833.  This building burned about 1840.  Despite its early presence in the community, the Catholic Church formally organized as St. Bartholomew's perhaps as early as 1843. The congregation erected its first church in 1851 and its second church in 1854 at the corner of Adams and E. Conant.  The congregation purchased its current property at W. Cook and MacFarlane in 1857.  At the time of this purchase, the congregation acquired the church foundations constructed by the Baptist church, erected the center of the current church, and dedicated it as the St. Mary's Immaculate Conception Church.  The east and west wings were added by George Hurst in 1886.  Xavier Church, a German Catholic Church was founded in 1877 and erected a church building in 1878 and a school in 1896-1898.  It later rejoined St. Mary's.  St. Mary's also erected a rectory, convent and school adjacent to their church.  Although the 1904 rectory which replaced the first rectory continues to stand, the 1956 school building replaced the other buildings (Portage Bicentennial Committee 1976; St. Mary's Catholic Church 1959; 1983).



The church like the other Portage churches served as a significant mechanism for social organization in Portage through its service to community members, its school, and its related organizations.  The Catholic Church was also associated with two ethnic groups in the city.  From its founding, the church served the Irish population in Portage.  By the 1860s and 1870s, its membership included a growing number of German immigrants which formed the Xavier Congregation.  The portion of the church's Irish members who composed a significant part of Portage's population remains unclear.  Although they did not concentrate adjacent to the church, some neighborhoods of Portage did contain separate concentrations of German and Irish immigrant populations in the 1850s into the 1880s.  But, these ethnic groups were also dispersed across the remainder of the residential areas so that the church crosscut residential and other community groups.



The church provides a typical example of the ecclesiastical Romanesque Revival.  It displays common detailing of the style: repetition of buttresses and round arch windows, a round window, corbel table, parapet, and tower.

�Listing of Properties Within the District



									Indiv. Eligible/

							Photo		Contributing/	Survey

Address						No.		Noncontributing   Map No.



303 W. Cook						28/10		indiv. eligible	G6

307 W. Cook						28/12		contributing	G6



Total number of properties: 2
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	Figure 43: Location of St. Mary's Catholic Church and Rectory

�District: East Cook Street Neighborhood





Boundary Description



The East Cook Street Neighborhood stretches east along E. Cook and E. Conant from Adams to one half block east of Hamilton.  It also touches the adjacent street of East Edgewater.





Boundary Justification



The boundaries of the district are defined by the sharp contrast between the cluster of predominately early, relatively well preserved dwellings within the district and the generally later, more altered residences surrounding the district.  The west boundary also abuts the proposed Portage Retail District.





District Description



A rather linear district, the East Cook Street Neighborhood follows E. Cook and E. Conant east from Adams, the east edge of the retail district, to one-half block east of Hamilton.  In the southeast corner, it also includes a small portion of East Edgewater and there runs adjacent to the canal.  The district contains almost exclusively residential streetscapes.  It lies along a modest hillside which slopes southeast toward the Portage Canal, an existing National Register Site.  Except for the west boundary along the retail district, its edges are defined by the contrast between the cluster of mid to late nineteenth century, intact houses and less well preserved dwellings.



The district contains approximately sixty-seven buildings.  It represents an early residential neighborhood in the first and second wards of the original city.  Later dwellings pre-dating 1942 were gradually placed between the first generation residences.  Domestic architectural styles represented in the district include the Greek Revival, primarily in its temple form, a small number of dwellings with limited Gothic Revival and Second Empire detailing, a relatively large number of Italianate and the Queen Anne dwellings, and later styles such as the Bungalow and the American Foursquare.  The twentieth century revival styles except for a single Tudor Revival style dwelling which are seen in other portions of the city are absent here.



Both the moderate and well-to-do home owner are well represented in the district. There are examples of vernacular forms, particularly the side-gabled and the gabled ell, in varying states of architectural preservation.  The district contains several one and a half to two story Portage cream brick, T-plan, side gable dwellings with centered, gabled vestibule and flanking, gabled wall dormers or gables.  The shorter version sometimes possesses vestiges of Gothic-like bargeboards and perhaps a finial and entry porch with chamfered posts and brackets.  Some simply retain Italianate brackets under the eaves and along the porch posts.  The two story version usually displays a two story bay at one end, shingling and spindles in the gables, and an entry porch with turned posts and spindle frieze.  Several, apparently relatively early side gable and gabled ell forms are constructed along the hillside running south from Cook near Monroe.  Main living areas occur not only in the first floor with its main door but in the floor below in an almost completely exposed "basement."  In several instances, the porch bridges the area between the side walk and the main entrance.



The proposed district contains one dwelling which is listed on the National Register, the Henry Merrell house.  This front-gabled, Greek Revival house was erected between 1834 and 1839 adjacent to the fort and moved to its current site at 505 East Cook Street in the 1867.



The district also includes a church at 301 E. Cook erected by the Presbyterians in 1855.  In 1893, Baptists purchased and rebuilt the dwelling.  A Romanesque Revival style building, the church is now the Zona Gale Center.  The 1904 Baptist parsonage stands to the north at the corner of Adams and E. Conant.  The commercial vernacular, brick and stone malt kiln erected in the 1880s, a concrete block saloon, and stone and concrete block shed at 401-403 E. Edgewater built after the turn of the century, and the brewer's dwelling at 404 E. Cook remain from the Hettinger or Epstein brewery complex along Jefferson between E. Edgewater and E. Cook.  The caves to the rear of these buildings later became the foundation for a post-1942 dwelling.  After 1918, the property became a soft drink bottling works.  This property may possess as much historical archaeological as architectural significance.  The district also includes the frame, false front MacCullough Monument works erected ca. 1924.



There are no major intrusions in the district.  As in the remainder of Portage, some of the pre-1942 residences have undergone some degree of change ranging from the removal of original architectural elements and the addition or closure of front porches to the residing of the building.  A small number of post-1942 dwellings are scattered primarily along the edges of the district.





District Significance



Areas of Significance: Architecture

			     Industry

			     Religion

Period of Significance: 1834-39 to 1930s



The East Cook Street Neighborhood gains significance in the area of architecture under National Register criterion A because of its concentration of well preserved, early dwellings.  It also possesses significance in the area of religion under criterion A, containing an example of one of Portage's many churches.  Churches provided one important means of social organization within the city.  Finally, the district gains significance in the area of industry under criterion A.  Several surviving brewery buildings at 400-403 E. Edgewater which were later used as a soft drink bottling factory represent a major industry in the city.  Few buildings survive to represent the brewing industry.  Similarly, the monument works is the one surviving example of a major industry operating in Portage during the last two decades of the nineteenth and the first several decades of the twentieth century.



The Cook Street Neighborhood lies in the original part of the City of Portage platted as Fort Winnebago in 1849.  The district represents a concentration of Portage's early domestic architecture.  The architectural styles indicate construction beginning in the 1850s.  The number of bungalow, Classical revival, and even Queen Anne dwellings are far fewer than in other areas of the city.  Rather, the Greek Revival, Gothic Revival, and Italianate style and side gable and gabled ell vernacular type dwellings predominate.  The dwellings represent the houses of both the more prosperous, generally early businessmen of the city and the working man.  Although some dwellings in the district may gain significance in associated with important individuals in Portage's past such as Henry Epstein, brewer, at 404 E. Cook, these associations have yet to be made.



What is currently the site of the Zona Gale Center at 301 East Cook and Adams adjacent to the retail district was first occupied by the Presbyterian church in 1855.  After a fire in 1893, the Baptists refurbished the interior and rebuilt a portion of the exterior.  In 1904, they also erected a parsonage, now a funeral parlor, at 302 E. Conant.  The church was occupied after 1937 by the Portage Assembly of God.  Like other churches in the city, this example likely served as a significant mechanism for social organization in Portage.  When first built, the church was associated with settlers from New England who with the Irish initially settled Portage.  The churches generally drew from a population distributed across much of the city so that their membership crosscut residential neighborhoods.



Founded in 1849, the Hettinger or Ft. Winnebago Brewery and by about 1875 the Epstein Brewery occupied a residential neighborhood separate from the retail district to the west.  This placement is unlike most of the other industrial complexes in Portage which are concentrated in one of several industrial and commercial areas.  The brewery's location may simply result from the early establishment of the brewery before the commercial district emerged.  But, it may also reflect a tendency of pre-1850 industrial and commercial buildings in new settlements to mix with residences since the proprietor tended to live at his establishment.  In the 1880s, brick and stone buildings were erected around the initial frame buildings of the Hettinger Brewery along Jefferson.  After 1918, the remaining kiln and saloon became the Purdy Root Beer Company and the rear shed served the P.H. Kantrol Celluloid Company.  Although there may be insufficient remains to represent the pre-1918 Epstein Brewery as an architectural property, historical archaeological testing at the site may provide sufficient data for the complex to gain significance under criterion D.  In any case, the buildings used by the Purdy Root Beer Company and perhaps the Sweet Bottling Company remain extant to represent its later function.  Both the brewing and soft drink industries were significant to Portage's economy.  Additionally, the MacCullough Monument Works at 201 Adams contained a Portage industry.  The pre-1942 buildings associated with the Stotzer Granite Company, the largest stone monument plant in Portage, no longer remains.





�Listing of Properties Within the District



									Indiv. Eligible/

							Photo		Contributing/	Survey

Address						No.		Noncontributing   Map No.



201 Adams						22/33		indiv. eligible	F6

205 Adams						24/19		noncontributing	F6

302 E. Conant					30/34		contributing	F6

310 E. Conant					30/35		contributing	F6

401 E. Conant					30/5		contributing	F6

402 E. Conant					31/5		contributing	F6

402 E. Conant					50/17		noncontributing	F6

407 E. Conant					30/4		noncontributing	F6

408 E. Conant					31/6		indiv. eligible	F6

410 E. Conant					31/7		noncontributing	F6

411 E. Conant					30/3		contributing	F6

413 E. Conant					30/2		contributing	F6

414 E. Conant					31/8		noncontributing	F6

416 E. Conant					31/9		contributing	F6

421 E. Conant					30/1		contributing	F6

422 E. Conant					31/10		noncontributing	F6

422 E. Conant					50/16		contributing  	F6

428 E. Conant					31/11		noncontributing	F6

428 E. Conant					50/15		noncontributing	F6

429 E. Conant					30/0		contributing	F6

431 E. Conant					50/4		noncontributing	F6

432 E. Conant					31/12		contributing	F6

502 E. Conant					31/13		contributing	F6

503 E. Conant					29/34		indiv. eligible	F6



301 E. Cook						28/1		indiv. eligible	F6

302 E. Cook						28/0		contributing	F6

307 E. Cook						27/15		contributing	F6

308 E. Cook	   					27/35		indiv. eligible	F6

309 E. Cook						27/14		contributing	F6

310 E. Cook						27/34		noncontributing	F6

315 E. Cook						27/13		noncontributing	F6

316 E. Cook						27/33		noncontributing	F6

317 E. Cook						27/12		noncontributing	F6

320 E. Cook						27/32		noncontributing	F6

322 E. Cook						27/31		contributing	F6 

323 E. Cook						27/11		contributing	F6

324 E. Cook						27/30		contributing  	F6

325 E. Cook						27/9		indiv. eligible	F6

331 E. Cook						27/8		contributing	F6

332 E. Cook						27/29		noncontributing	F6

404 E. Cook						27/28		indiv. eligible	F6

409 E. Cook						27/7		noncontributing	F6

505 E. Cook						29/29		indiv. eligible	F6 NR

506 E. Cook						27/18		indiv. eligible	F6-F7

509 E. Cook						26/34		indiv. eligible	F6-F7

�									Indiv. Eligible/

							Photo		Contributing/	Survey

Address						No.		Noncontributing   Map No.



510 E. Cook						27/17		indiv. eligible	F7

ca. 523 E. Cook					26/33		noncontributing	F7

525 E. Cook						26/31		indiv. eligible	F7

527 E. Cook						26/30		contributing	F7

529 E. Cook						26/29		noncontributing	F7

601 E. Cook						26/28		contributing	F7

607 E. Cook						26/27		noncontributing	F7

611 E. Cook						26/26		contributing	F7



304 E. Edgewater					22/32		contributing	G6

305 E. Edgewater					22/31		contributing	G6

306 E. Edgewater					22/34		contributing	G6

311 E. Edgewater					22/30		contributing  	G6

312 E. Edgewater					22/35		contributing	G6

313 E. Edgewater					22/29		noncontributing   G6-F6

314 E. Edgewater					23/1		contributing	G6

317 E. Edgewater					22/28		contributing	F6

323 E. Edgewater					22/27		indiv. eligible	F6

327 E. Edgewater					22/25		indiv. eligible	F6

331 E. Edgewater					24/2		noncontributing	F6

401-403 E. Edgewater				22/22		contributing	F6

405 E. Edgewater					22/24		contributing	F6



211 Jefferson					53/28		noncontributing	F6



Total number of properties : 67
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Figure 44: Properties in the

East Cook Street Neighborhood

�District: Church Hill District





Boundary Description



The Church Hill District curves around the north portion of the Portage Retail District.  To the east, the district begins at Adams stretching between East Pleasant and East Howard.  It crosses DeWitt between Pleasant and Carroll.  The south boundary of the district runs along West Pleasant to Lock Street.  The west boundary is formed by Lock and MacFarlane.  The northeast boundary of the district follows property lines in the west portion of the blocks between West Howard and West Franklin and DeWitt and MacFarlane.





Boundary Justification



The Church Hill District represents the first ring of domestic development north of the original Main and Cook Street retail district.  It contains a concentration of mid-nineteenth to turn of the century dwellings and encompasses a large number of churches which often locate on the edges of business districts.  Its exterior boundaries are defined by the Society Hill District to the west, the retail district to the south, and clusters of post-1942 and/or poorly preserved dwellings to the north and east.





District Description



The Church Hill District contains about 84 dwellings and public buildings.  The irregularly shaped district jogs around the north side of the Portage Retail District centered along Cook Street.  It is composed primarily of residential streets including West Pleasant, Howard, Carroll and Franklin.  These streets meet at multiple angles with their intersecting streets.  The city fathers formed this configuration as they made the first addition west of the original Fort Winnebago Plat as shown on the 1852 Guppey Plat.  The district thus represents an inner ring of domestic settlement adjacent to the retail district.  The neighborhood contains not only dwellings but six buildings originally constructed as churches and a private hospital.



Architectural styles within the district include a small number of buildings with Greek Revival detailing and Gothic Revival style, T-shaped, side gable dwellings and Italianate, Second Empire, Queen Anne, Bungalow, American Foursquare, and Colonial Revival houses.  A relatively early, although not the earliest neighborhood in Portage, the Tudor Revival and twentieth century revival styles are generally missing in this district.  Some of the vernacular dwellings have undergone varying amounts of alteration.  These forms include the front gabled, side gabled, and gabled ell.



The six churches stand along the south periphery of the neighborhood.  The ecclesiastical architecture includes the Greek Revival, Romanesque Revival, High Victorian Gothic, Colonial Revival, and Queen Anne styles.  At least four of the churches have associated parsonages, a total of five identified examples, which conform to the styles of the periods in which they were built.  The St. John's Lutheran Church complex also includes a parish hall.



A private hospital was founded at the turn of the century at 615 Lock Street.  To adapt the building to its new use, the Italianate style, cream brick dwelling received a front addition with Colonial Revival style detailing.



The district contains few intrusions.  They are limited to contemporary style "ranch" type dwellings along West Howard and West Carroll and a small number of post-1942 houses in other scattered locations.  A number of the vernacular type dwellings have received recent cladding and gained enclosed porches across their facades.





District Significance



Areas of Significance: Architecture

			     Religion

			     Ethnic Heritage: European

			     Health/Medicine

Period of Significance: 1850s-1920s



The Church Hill District gains significance in the areas of architecture, religion, ethnic heritage, and health/medicine at the local level between the 1850s and the 1920s.



Much of the Church Hill District was included on the Guppey Plat of 1852.  Businessmen and professionals including lawyers and physicians erected homes in the district as the retail area to the south began to grow.  Vernacular type dwellings generally associated with the families of the lower to middle class are scattered primarily along the east side of the district.  Although examples of the Greek Revival and Gothic Revival detailing occur in the district, the neighborhood contains a comparatively high concentration of Italianate and Queen Anne style dwellings.  Their presence indicates primary residential development in the last third of the nineteenth century.  The number of dwellings erected after the first two decades of the twentieth century is relatively low.  The area also gains significance for its well-preserved and stylistically varied examples of ecclesiastical architecture with associated buildings types including parsonages and parish halls.



The district is distinguished by the large number of churches, six in all, which stand on its southern periphery.  St. Johns Episcopal Church (211 West Pleasant) organized in 1853, erected its first church at the current site in 1856, and replaced this building in 1898.  The associated rectory was completed in 1869, and Rockstroh Hall was finished in 1906 and enlarged in 1913.  Organized in 1850 and constructing their second church at the corner of Adams and Cook in 1855, the Presbyterians erected their third church (120 West Pleasant) in 1893.  Forming in 1909, the Christian Scientists met in the Odd Fellows halls until they completed their church (417 Wisconsin) in 1934.  Establishing their congregation by 1851, the Methodists erected their first church at 214-218 West Howard in 1855.  The adjacent dwelling at 212 West Howard served as the parsonage for an undeterminated period.  Although the church still stands as a duplex, the Methodist's second church erected in 1899 at the southeast corner of DeWitt and West Pleasant is demolished.  Established by German immigrants in 1856, the Evangelical United Brethren erected their church at ca. 233 West Howard in 1871.  The group also built their first parsonage (231 West Howard) to the east of the church in that year.  They constructed a second parsonage at 609 Lock in 1924.  Composed primarily of immigrants from Pomerania, St. John's Lutheran Church organized in 1859.  They erected their first church building at 701 MacFarlane and W. Carroll in 1864.  The current brick church replaced it in 1874.  The Grace Bible Church has occupied it since about 1977.  The church's parsonage stands to the north at 141 West Carroll.  Not only do these churches represent architecturally significant buildings, but they form one important thread which united the city.  Two religious groups, the Evangelical United Brethren Church and the St. John's Lutheran Church, were also strongly associated with the German ethnic groups.  Although the Germans did concentrate in several areas of Portage during three decades of the nineteenth century, they also lived in other parts of the city.



Portage contained at least two private hospitals which were founded at the turn of the century.  Dr. Thompson renovated the Italianate dwelling at 615 Lock in 1908 as one of these hospitals.  The second example lies in the Society Hill District.  Founded in 1917, the Divine Savior Hospital replaced the two enterprises.  These small, private establishments represent the transition to organized medical care facilities which did not begin to develop until the late nineteenth century.



While the district likely contains dwellings associated with noted individuals, these associations have not been explored.





Listing of Properties Within the District



									Indiv. Eligible/

							Photo		Contributing/	Survey

Address						No.		Noncontributing   Map No.



508 Adams						53/3		noncontributing	F6



118 W. Carroll					39/35		contributing	F6

135 W. Carroll					39/32		contributing  	F6

141 W. Carroll					39/31		contributing	F6



512 DeWitt						38/19		contributing	F6

513 DeWitt						37/19		indiv. eligible	F6

516 DeWitt						38/20		contributing	F6

603 DeWitt						37/17		contributing	F6



134 W. Franklin					42/24		indiv. eligible	F6

138 W. Franklin					42/22		contributing	F5



105 E. Howard					37/16		noncontributing	F6

108 E. Howard					37/20		contributing	F6

110 E. Howard					37/21		indiv. eligible	F6

111 E. Howard					37/15		contributing	F6

�									Indiv. Eligible/

							Photo		Contributing/	Survey

Address						No.		Noncontributing   Map No.



114 E. Howard					37/22		indiv. eligible	F6

116 E. Howard					37/23		contributing	F6

117 E. Howard					37/14		noncontributing	F6

119 E. Howard					37/13		contributing	F6

120 E. Howard					37/24		noncontributing	F6

123 E. Howard					37/12		contributing	F6

124 E. Howard					37/25		noncontributing	F6

126 E. Howard					37/26		contributing	F6

127 E. Howard					37/11		contributing	F6

127 E. Howard					53/7		contributing	F6

130 E. Howard					37/27		noncontributing	F6

131 E. Howard					37/10		indiv. eligible	F6

134 E. Howard					37/28		contributing	F6

137 E. Howard					37/9		noncontributing	F6

138 E. Howard					37/29		contributing	F6

139 E. Howard					37/8		contributing	F6

140 E. Howard					37/30		contributing	F6



108 W. Howard					38/22		contributing	F6

109 W. Howard					38/5		contributing	F6

112 W. Howard					38/23		contributing	F6

113 W. Howard					38/6		contributing	F6

116 W. Howard					38/24		indiv. eligible	F6

202 W. Howard					38/25		indiv. eligible	F6

202 W. Howard					53/9 		contributing	F6

203 W. Howard					38/7		noncontributing	F6

207-209 W. Howard					38/8		indiv. eligible	F6

208 W. Howard					38/26		indiv. eligible	F6

211 W. Howard					38/9		contributing	F6

212 W. Howard					38/27		indiv. eligible	F6

212 W. Howard					53/10		contributing	F6

216-218 W. Howard					38/28		contributing	F6

217 W. Howard					38/10		noncontributing	F6

219 W. Howard					38/11		noncontributing	F6

220 W. Howard					38/29		noncontributing	F6

224 W. Howard					38/30		contributing	F6

229 W. Howard					38/12		noncontributing 	F6

230 W. Howard					38/33		contributing	F6

231 W. Howard					38/13		contributing	F6

233 W. Howard					38/14		indiv. eligible	F6

236 W. Howard					38/22		noncontributing	F6



505 Lock						35/2		indiv. eligible	F6-G6

609 Lock						38/16		contributing	F5

615 Lock						39/29		contributing	F5



701 MacFarlane					39/27		indiv. eligible	F6

711 MacFarlane					42/23		noncontributing	F6

�									Indiv. Eligible/

							Photo		Contributing/	Survey

Address						No.		Noncontributing   Map No.



103 E. Pleasant					36/3		indiv. eligible	F6

105 E. Pleasant					36/5		indiv. eligible	F6

111 E. Pleasant					36/6		contributing	F6

117 E. Pleasant					36/7		contributing	F6

119 E. Pleasant					36/8		noncontributing	F6

125 E. Pleasant					36/9		contributing	F6

131 E. Pleasant					36/10		noncontributing	F6

135 E. Pleasant					36/11		noncontributing	F6

137 E. Pleasant					36/12		noncontributing	F6



103 W. Pleasant					35/12		indiv. eligible	F6

103 W. Pleasant					35/11		contributing	F6

115 W. Pleasant					53/30 	noncontributing	F6

120 W. Pleasant					35/13		indiv. eligible	F6

203 W. Pleasant					35/10		indiv. eligible	F6

207 W. Pleasant					35/9		indiv. eligible	F6

211 W. Pleasant					35/7		indiv. eligible	F6

219 W. Pleasant					35/6		contributing	F6

220 W. Pleasant					35/21		indiv. eligible	G6

223 W. Pleasant					35/5		indiv. eligible	G6

223 W. Pleasant					50/36		contributing	F6

224 W. Pleasant					35/22		indiv. eligible	G6

229 W. Pleasant					35/3		contributing	G6





415 W. Wisconsin					35/23		noncontributing	F6

417 W. Wisconsin					35/24		indiv. eligible	F6



number of properties: 81
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	Figure 45: Properties in the Church Hill District

�District: Portage Schools





Boundary Description



The Portage Schools district is located on the triangular property enclosed by the intersection of W. Franklin to the south, Dewitt to the northwest, and MacFarlane to the northwest.





Boundary Justification



The triangular block occupied by the Portage Schools district has been set aside for educational functions since at least the 1860s.  Other than a small city park at the north tip of the property, this property is not used for any other purpose.





District Description



The W.G. Clough Administration Building (909 DeWitt), the Julia Rusch Junior High School (117 W. Franklin), and Goodyear Park with the Barker Memorial compose the Portage Schools district.  They are the only properties which occupy the triangular block between W. Franklin and DeWitt and MacFarlane, two main thoroughfares in Portage.  The junior high school faces the Franklin Street side while the W.G. Clough building fronts onto DeWitt.  The lands surrounding these buildings are planted in lawns.  Semi-permanent playground equipment is placed south of the Barker Monument in the park at the north tip of the triangle.  Residential neighborhoods surround this block on all its sides with the north tip lying adjacent to the subway or viaduct under the Soo Line railroad tracks.



Built in the Art Deco style with Public Works Administration support, the tan brick Julia Rusch Junior High School is an essentially symmetrically composed building.  Like schools of its period, the two main entrances which are stepped inward and carry Art Deco detailing flank the main three story section of the building.  Also carrying Art Deco detailing, a lower block with a double, wood door entrance lies at its east elevation and contains the gymnasium and a wing of classrooms.  The facade of the building is further composed by vertically and horizontally aligned rows of windows accented by small blocks at their corners and separated by brick pilasters.  The pedimented parapets and string courses provide further horizontal definition.  Blocks with stylized and geometric motifs also accent the entrance and parapets.  The recessed gymnasium entrance is detailed by stylized motifs similar to those along the south facade and crowned with a parapet.



The W.G. Clough building displays elements of the Classical Revival style.  Its symmetrical facade is dominated by a two story vestibule and finished with a pedimented parapet.  The segmental arch lintel, double steel door entrance is placed under a name block emphasized by corner blocks.  A Palladian type round arch window is placed above the entrance.  Vertically and horizontally placed windows occur above a high basement broken by belt courses.  The original, north wing which contains the gymnasium is opened by rows of single, double, and triple, round arch windows with keystones placed over the high basement.  This wing is also crowned with a pedimented parapet.  The east and west elevations are very similar in appearance.



Because the junior high school and W.G. Clough building have received some significant additions, they are viewed as contributing buildings.  A natatorium was constructed along the building's west elevation.  Not visible from the facade, a small wing is attached to the north or rear elevation.  The windows of both schools are closed.  Semi-permanent playground equipment occurs north of the W.G. Clough building in Goodyear Park.





District Significance



Areas of Significance: Education

			     Architecture

				

Period of Significance: 1917-1943



The W.C. Clough Administration Building and Julia Rusch Junior High School gain significance primarily under criterion A in the area of education.  They represent the growth of education in Portage.  The Julia Rusch Junior High School possesses significance under criterion C in architecture because of the general form of the building which was typical of the period in which it was built.  It also represents the work of Parkinson and Dockindorff, a well known Wisconsin architectural firm who constructed numerous educational buildings in the state.  Additionally, the junior high school gains significance under criterion A in the area of government as a product of the Depression Era Public Works Administration.  The Barker Monument may have historical significance in association with the monument company responsible for its creation, the Stotzer Monument Company.



The City of Portage founded its first high school in 1859.  Serving all the city's wards, the public high school met above a business building along Cook and later occupied another building on the same street.  In 1864, the city erected a two story high school in the triangular block occupied by the current schools.  This school contained the high school and several ward schools.  Built in 1895, the Central High School, later known as the Central Grade School, functioned as a high school with third ward grade school.  After 1917, it served as the elementary school for all wards but the first which attended the Cottage School at 505 Thompson.  The 1864 and 1895 schools no longer stand.  



The city erected a new high school, now the W.G. Clough Administration Building, in 1917.  Designed by Hugo Houser, this school included a gymnasium and auditorium in its north wing.  A project supported by the Public Works Administration, the Julia Rusch Junior High was originally built as the fourth high school opened in 1942.  The school opened to receive students in 1940.  The W.G. Clough School then became the junior high.  For the time in which it was built, the new high school contained a comparatively large field house gymnasium wing.  Meeting the need to guide its students toward a career, the building also contained vocational classrooms.  This building became the junior high school in 1961 (Portage Bicentennial Committee 1976; Portage High School 1991).  The two schools represent the growth of secondary education in Portage, trends taking similar courses in Wisconsin communities of parallel sizes.  Their architectural significance relates to their spatial configurations.  Their spaces externally as well as internally continue to relate to the increasing concerns for physical and vocational education in the high school curriculum.  The Julia Rusch school represents a common school form with its symmetry, two flanking entrances, and long rows of ample window space.



The Julia Rusch Junior High School gains significance primarily for its historical associations.  Although the Art Deco elements of the junior high school remain visible, its appearance has been modified by the closing of its windows and the swimming pool addition to the west.  This building acquires architectural significance primarily in association with its architects, Parkinson and Dockindorff and as a public works project.  Although the W.C. Clough building continues to display the Classical elements of the Classical Revival style, it lacks architectural significance because of the reversible alterations.



Goodyear Park is located in the triangle north of the W.G. Clough School.  It contains playground equipment which, although they are noncontributing objects, are moveable.  It also includes the Barker Memorial erected in 1926.   The granite war memorial commemorates Columbia County soldiers and sailors.  As a memorial, it does not appear to have significance.  However, the object is a product of the Stotzer Granite Company, a major industry in Portage founded in 1876.  Retaining the same name, the company survives and continues to produce granite memorials at N6823 STH 51.  No pre-1942 buildings associated with this company remain standing.  Thus, the Barker War Memorial may gain significance as a contributing property under the theme of industry.  However, there are many other examples of the company's work in the three cemeteries at the north edge of the city.





Listing of Properties Within the District



									Indiv. Eligible/

							Photo		Contributing/	Survey

Address						No.		Noncontributing   Map No.



904 DeWitt						42/20		contributing   	F6

Goodyear Park (MacFarlane & DeWitt)		46/30		contributing	F5, F6

117 W. Franklin					42/30		contributing	F6



Total number of properties: 3
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	Figure 46: Properties in the Portage Schools District

�District: East Franklin Street Neighborhood





Boundary Description



A small cluster of dwellings, the East Franklin Street Neighborhood is bounded by East Franklin, Jefferson, the rear alley, and the property boundary between 210 and 216 East Franklin.





Boundary Justification



The East Franklin Street Neighborhood represents a small group of three individually eligible dwellings gaining their significance in the area of architecture.  Although a number of dwellings along this street to the west once displayed high style architectural elements, with a few exceptions, most of them have undergone considerable alteration.  More intact examples of these properties exist within proposed and existing districts elsewhere in Portage.  The three adjacent dwellings included here represent well-preserved examples of dwellings which are relatively common in Portage but not always sufficiently intact to convey their original appearance.





District Description



Located in northwest Portage, the East Franklin Street Neighborhood is surrounded by a residential area and well removed from the commercial district.  It contains three individually eligible dwellings which face East Franklin Street at its juncture with Jefferson.  A mix of large, less well preserved dwellings constructed during the last third of the nineteenth century and smaller, vernacular type houses erected in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century dominate the adjacent neighborhood.



The three dwellings include an example of a two story, frame American Foursquare with a noncontributing garage (216 East Franklin), a cream brick, one and a half story ell with Italianate decorative elements with an attached carriage house at the rear (222 East Franklin), and a cream brick and frame, Queen Anne style dwelling (230 East Franklin) with a noncontributing garage.



The district lacks intrusions except for the two noncontributing garages.  The space between 222 and 230 East Franklin may represent a former formal garden.  The current owner is returning it to garden space.





District Significance



Areas of Significance: Architecture

Period of Significance: ca. 1875-ca. 1915



The East Franklin Street District gains significance under National Register criterion C in the area of architecture at the local level.



The district contains three, adjacent individually eligible examples of the American Foursquare, gabled-ell with Italianate detailing, and the Queen Anne.  All three styles are common to Portage.  While East Franklin Street does include a number of high style examples of mid to late nineteenth century dwellings to the east of the proposed district, most are not sufficiently intact to warrant the extension of a district along this street.  Adjacent parallel streets also do not qualify for such a designation.



While individuals important to Portage's history may have occupied these dwellings, their presence has not been determined.





Listing of Properties Within the District



    									Indiv. Eligible/

							Photo		Contributing/	Survey

Address						No.		Noncontributing   Map No.



216 E. Franklin					42/4		indiv. eligible	F6

222 E. Franklin					42/5		indiv. eligible	F6

230 E. Franklin					42/6		indiv. eligible	F6



number of properties: 3
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	Figure 47: Properties in the East Franklin Street Neighborhood

�District: Portage Railroad District





Boundary Description



The Portage Railroad District is located at the intersection of West Oneida and Dunn.  Its boundary runs from the Soo Line tracks to a half block south of W. Oneida and one half block on east and west along Oneida.  Eleven individually eligible properties which stand beyond its boundaries are associated with the district.





Boundary Justification



The buildings related to the development of the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul Railroad, now the Soo Line, along Oneida from its west terminus to Jefferson and south to Burns and Emmett have undergone considerable change.  Those buildings placed within the district, the railroad station, several hotels, a saloon, and several dwellings at the corner of Oneida and Dunn, represent a concentration of generally unaltered railroad-related buildings.  Because of the number of individually eligible railroad-related properties adjacent to this district, these eleven properties and the district might be submitted to the National Register as a multiple property nomination or together as a package. 





District Description



The Portage Railroad District contains nine residential, commercial, and railroad-related buildings.  It is a cross-roads district placed at the intersection of W. Oneida and Dunn, south of the Soo Line, once the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul railroad tracks.  Once an economically more mixed neighborhood with additional commercial, business, and transportation-related enterprises, it is now primarily a residential area.



The district includes the one story, cream brick, Art Moderne Amtrak depot (400 West Oneida) and its associated concrete platform adjacent to the tracks.  The three commercial buildings (1207 Dunn, 221 W. Oneida, and 302 W. Oneida) built in the vernacular commercial style now function as three taverns.  They are two story, brick or tile buildings.  Erected in 1918, the Eldorado initially functioned as a hotel erected immediately after the two upper floors of the former Fox House were converted to offices.  The current 1943 depot represents the first floor of the 1864 building.  The aluminum sided, two story apartment at 1205 Dunn is the single non-contributing building in the district.  It functioned as a tavern in 1901.  The three dwellings include a brick, two cube vernacular type house at 308 West Oneida; a two story, brick, gabled ell vernacular house at 1110 Dunn; and a two story, brick Italianate style dwelling at 1113 Dunn.  A rock-faced concrete, multi-car garage is associated with the dwelling at 308 West Oneida.  The district contains no intrusions.



Eleven individually eligible buildings are associated with this district.  They include railroad-related buildings: a commercial Italianate freight depot at 407-411 West Oneida.   The brick, commercial vernacular industrial buildings located south of the tracks include the former 1920 Weyenberg Shoe Manufacturing Company at 923 Adams and the former Frank Fruit Company warehouse at 1001 Jefferson.  Additional commercial buildings include a two story, brick veneer, commercial vernacular restaurant, the Landmark (1016 Cass) and a two story, brick, commercial vernacular apartment building, formerly the American or Park Hotel, at 1212 DeWitt.  The six individually eligible dwellings are primarily vernacular: a frame, one story cube with a mix of Italianate and Queen Anne detailing at 428 W. Oneida; a two story, cream brick gabled ell with Italianate detailing at 212 W. Oneida; and a two story, cream brick, side-gabled, T-shaped type dwelling with a mix of Gothic and Italianate detailing at 224 W. Burns.  Additional, individually eligible houses include a two story, cream brick Italianate at 1011 Cass; a two story, cream brick, Queen Anne at 216 W. Oneida; and a one and a half story bungalow at 228 W. Burns.





District Significance



Areas of Significance: Transportation

			     Commerce

			     Architecture

Period of Significance: 1860s-1943



The Portage Railroad District encompasses a small nucleus of buildings spatially and historically related to the development of the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul Railroad.  The district gains significance under the themes of transportation, commerce, and architecture.  It is historically associated with a scatter of eleven individually eligible properties which together possess significance in the areas of transportation, commerce, and architecture.  Because these buildings are strongly thematically and spatially related, the district and eleven properties compose a potential multiple property nomination which might be termed the Portage Railroad Neighborhood.  Or, the district and thirteen properties should be submitted together as separate nominations.



The district combines several examples of middle and upper class housing whose owners may have been associated with the railroad, one railroad-related building, and several commercial properties which emerged to serve travelers, railroad workers, and the local neighborhood.  The individually eligible properties add two turn of the century industrial resources which benefitted from their direct spatial association with rail transportation, several hotels established to serve railroad travelers and workers, and an additional significant railroad resource located north of West Oneida.  The dwellings were probably occupied by railroad laborers and more affluent, middle class, white collar families working for the railroad or maintaining local businesses.  Thus, the concentration of functionally related resources together illustrate the operation of the historic neighborhood which grew up along the tracks and achieve significance through this association.  They represent the central position of the railroad industry in the economic growth of Portage.  They indicate Portage's function as an important terminal on the railroad by the 1870s and a railroad division headquarters along the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul system from 1919 to 1931.



The Dunn and Haskell Addition to the west of DeWitt and the Original City of Portage to the east of DeWitt were platted by the mid-1850s and 1852 respectively.  However, although the LaCrosse and Milwaukee Railroad, later the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul, entered Portage in late 1856, survey indicates that much of the area's development occurred in the last quarter of the nineteenth and the first two decades of the twentieth century.



In December, 1856, the La Crosse and Milwaukee Railroad Company connected Milwaukee to Portage.  This section of the railroad became fully operational in the spring of 1857, and the line was completed to La Crosse in 1858.  In 1863 and 1867 respectively, the Milwaukee and St. Paul Company, the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul after 1874, purchased the Western Division between Portage and La Crosse and the Eastern Division between Milwaukee and Portage.  The railroad erected its shops, roundhouse, and first turntable in the 1860s.  These buildings are now removed.  In 1872, the Milwaukee and St. Paul purchased a line between La Crosse and St. Paul, thus establishing a through line from Milwaukee to St. Paul.  Portage served as the division point with the superintendents office and repair facilities for the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul from sometime shortly prior to 1878.  It functioned as the division headquarters for the combined Milwaukee to Twin Cities segment between 1919 and 1931.  After 1931, Portage continued as a local headquarters and became absorbed by the Soo Line in 1986.



Two buildings constructed by the railroad remain.  The construction of the freight depot dates prior to 1873.  The railroad erected the Fox House as a depot and hotel in the 1864.  Beginning in 1943, the railroad removed the upper stories from the Fox House and remodeled the depot into the present Art Moderne building which stands at the north end of the proposed Portage Railroad District (Scribbins 1987a; 1987b; Wisconsin State Register 5/18/75; Register-Democrat 1/23/1931).



A small commercial area developed along the north end of Dunn near the Railroad station and adjacent W. Oneida to served travelers and those working for the railroad.  Bartosz Inn, now the Landmark Restaurant at 1016 Cass, is an individually eligible property erected about 1851 as a frame building and later enclosed in a brick veneer.  It initially served as a hotel and by the 1890s as a saloon.  Most of the other standing commercial buildings date after the 1890s.  Located in the proposed district, the Eldorado or Oneida Hotel (302 West Oneida) was erected in 1918 while the Globe Hotel (1207 Dunn), now a tavern, appeared by 1901.  The saloon at 1205 Dunn which became a dwelling or perhaps a boarding house by 1901 stood by 1894.  The saloon at 221 W. Oneida stood by 1894.  An individually eligible property, the Park or American Hotel (1212 DeWitt), was constructed by 1894.  The four hotels in this area represent a functional building type once considerably more abundant in Portage.



Commercial and industrial buildings erected by investors other than the railroad began to line the tracks east of DeWitt just after the turn of the century.  Although most of the industries are still represented including the Freeland Steel Tank Company, the United Cigar Company warehouse, the Frank Fruit Company, the Weyenberg Shoe Manufacturing Company, Consumer's Lumber and Coal Company, and Wisconsin Power and Light Company warehouse and shop, two remain relatively intact and appear to be individually eligible.  Established in 1896, the Weyenberg Shoe Manufacturing Company erected its factory in Portage in 1920.  Selling men's and youth's shoes in a national market, it employed a large number of Portage's citizens.  The Frank Fruit Company warehouse became established between 1918 and 1929.  These industries contributed significantly to Portage's economy.



Primarily workingmen and white collar workers both employed by the railroad as well as local businessmen are believed to have occupied the neighborhood along the south side of W. Oneida.  Two vernacular dwellings and an Italianate in the district and six related individually eligible houses outside the district represent these segments.  However, the economic association of their occupants requires verification.  A substantial number of dwelling in Society Hill District have similar associations.





Listing of Properties Within the District



    									Indiv. Eligible/

							Photo		Contributing/	Survey

Address						No.		Noncontributing   Map No.



1110 Dunn						46/4 		contributing	F5

1113 Dunn						46/23		contributing	F5

1205 Dunn						47/8		noncontributing	E5

1207 Dunn						47/9		contributing	E5

 

221 W. Oneida					47/7		contributing	E5

302 W. Oneida					46/21		contributing	F5

308 W. Oneida					46/22		contributing	F5

308 W. Oneida					50/33		contributing	F5

400 W. Oneida					47/10		indiv. eligible	F5



total number of properties: 9
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	Figure 48: Properties in the Portage Railroad District

�The Portage Retail District and the Portage Industrial Waterfront are being submitted to the Historic Preservation Division as part of the 1992-1993 intensive survey project.  The following texts briefly summarize the two nominations.





District: Portage Retail District





Boundary Description



The district boundaries surround the main retail center of Portage which occurs along Cook and Edgewater between Main and one-half block west of W. Wisconsin and along W. Wisconsin and DeWitt between approximately Conant and Edgewater.  The district boundary follows the closest curb lines where it follows streets and otherwise coincides with lot lines.





Boundary Justification



The district incorporates a high concentration of primarily contributing retail buildings.  The boundaries distinguish this area from concentrations of retail buildings which have undergone significant alteration or which post-date 1942 and residential neighborhoods along its edges.





District Description



The Portage Retail District includes most of the main business district of the City of Portage.  It contains portions of six blocks divided into the common long, narrow rectangular and occasionally triangular lots.  The heart of the district lies along east and west Cook between Main Street to one half block west of W. Wisconsin.  The district expands north up DeWitt and W. Wisconsin to approximately Conant and south along the two streets to Edgewater.  The Portage Retail District is located on a gentle northwest-southeast slope just north of the Portage Canal which is a National Register property.  The streets also run northwest-southeast and northeast-southwest.  Building facades face the streets.  The district is surrounded on the east, north, and west by residential neighborhoods which themselves contain a large number of dwellings and churches whose construction dates from the 1850s onward.  Since portions of these neighborhoods may be potentially eligible for the National Register themselves, the district lies within an appropriate physical context.



The Portage Retail District includes a total of 85 buildings.  With the exception of two residential properties along W. Conant, the remainder are commercial buildings once functioning primarily as retail spaces, but also as professional, industrial, and recreational areas and meeting halls.  Of these buildings, 68 properties are contributing and 17 are noncontributing.  Dating from 1855 to 1933-1934 but principally from the commercial expansion which followed the Civil War and continued into the early 1890s, the district incorporates a large number of Italianate commercial and vernacular commercial buildings.  It also includes a small number of Classical Revival and Art Deco buildings.  Thus, primarily dating to one period and including predominately commercial buildings, the district possesses a unified appearance and character.  As in many nineteenth century Wisconsin commercial districts, building fronts and cornices have undergone alteration since building remodeling began as early as the 1920s.



The architecture of commercial, industrial, and some of the large public buildings generally follows the architectural trends of the periods in which they were built.  However, functional needs such as large areas of enclosed space and/or the need to conserve room on narrow lots of the retail district dictated specific forms.  The desire to elaborate the functionally important buildings of the city as a symbol of the commercial progress and the importance of the retail area in the development of Portage led to the construction of stylistic variations.  The commercial buildings in the retail district are thus generally long and narrow and include large and high open spaces.  And, while some of the commercial and public buildings are comparatively elaborate, many owners lacked the financial backing to support elaborate buildings.  A majority of the buildings in the Portage Retail District are two and occasionally one or three story, usually rectangular, Portage cream brick buildings, and foundations are stone, stone covered with concrete or concrete.  Roofs are flat or slope gently away from the street to which they are oriented and covered with asphalt or tar and gravel.  Double hung windows generally illuminate the upper stories and plate glass store fronts characterize the first level.



Although the Portage Retail District contains a large number of retail buildings erected prior to 1940, changes have occurred.  Businesses remodeled their first floor front beginning in 1923 and lasting into the 1960s.  Along with nine other buildings in the block between W. Wisconsin and DeWitt and south of W. Cook, the Klenert Pharmacy had its first floor building front remodeled in 1923 by Mittelstaedt Brothers and Carl Kutzke (Register-Democrat 4/27/1923).  As the many brick and metal cornices began to deteriorate, many were removed rather than repaired.  Although some buildings have been replaced, this activity has been relatively limited within the proposed district.  Building replacement after 1943 has occurred at nine locations.  Despite these changes, the Portage Retail district continues to be dominated by its late nineteenth century commercial buildings.  Although not necessarily along the same buildings, examples of original cornices and building fronts remain.  The district retains many of its retail buildings from the late 1860s through the turn of the century.  Importantly, Cook, W. Wisconsin, DeWitt, and Edgewater continue to create the feeling of a nineteenth century, Wisconsin retail district.



Built primarily in one period from the late 1860s through the turn of the century, the district also presents a very unified appearance.  Because it encompasses most of Portage's retail area, the commercial buildings contrast clearly with the surrounding residential neighborhoods to the east, north, and west.  The Portage Canal flows close to but not along the southern tip of the district.  Also, the immediately adjacent portions of the retail area excluded from the district at west and east ends are marked by rapid deterioration in the integrity of the commercial buildings at the west or by building replacement at the east.  Edgewater separates the district to the north from a series of altered or replaced commercial buildings to the south.  The north boundary is defined by both replaced buildings at the west side and by a residential neighborhood and replaced and altered retail buildings adjacent to the east side.





District Significance



The Portage Retail District gains significance under criteria A in the contexts of commerce, entertainment/recreation, and social history and under criteria C in the area of architecture.  Within the context of commerce, the district illustrates the kinds of nineteenth and early twentieth century retail businesses, professions, crafts, and a low number of small industries which occupied Portage's main retail center.  The rapid expansion and shift in emphasis of these businesses indicate the ways in which the city's economy shifted to first take advantage of available opportunities such as the logging industry and then compensate for its loss.  Its development also illustrates the tremendous impact of the arrival, expansion, and decline of the railroad industry on the city's economy.  Under the context of social and political movements, the halls above some of the retail buildings represent the importance of voluntary organizations within the organization of the community.  And, these halls and the Portage Theater illustrate the ways in which the community of Portage informally associated for recreation under the context of entertainment/recreation.  The district gains significance in the area of architecture because it contains a concentration of Italianate Commercial and vernacular commercial architecture in addition to the small number of Classical Revival and Art Deco examples.  Of particular significant, are the large number of 1860s and 1870s examples of the Italianate Commercial style.  Because the Portage Retail District illustrates one of Wisconsin's many retail districts, it gains significance at the local level.  The period of significance between 1855 and 1933-34 represents the beginning and end building dates of the contributing buildings in the district: 236 W. Wisconsin (24/32) and 110 E. Conant (30/24) (Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863- [1863]; Rugen 1868; Wisconsin State Register 11/8/1929 [by Zona Gale]; Register-Democrat 4/30/1930; 5/1/1930; City Bank of Portage 1949).



The dominate styles evident along the main retail area generally reflect the period of economic growth within the community.  Portage received its primary modes of long-distance transportation in the early and late 1850s.  The Portage Canal was first completed and used to a limited extent in the early 1850s.  The commercial buildings which emerged at this time along the canal, E. Wisconsin, and adjacent to Main Street no longer stand.  Although a building boom did occur along Edgewater and Cook near their intersection with DeWitt and Main, the buildings no longer remain.  The railroad effectively connected Portage to Milwaukee in 1857 at the beginning of a nation-wide depression which was followed by the Civil War.  A second commercial building boom began in the late 1860s and continued into early 1890s as Portage expanded its retail and commercial services to Columbia County and a large area to the north.  The depression of the early 1890s ended the rapid development along Cook and adjacent DeWitt, Main, and W. Wisconsin.  By that date, much of the building space was occupied.  Later development slightly extended the boundaries of the commercial district and occurred as very occasional building replacement.



In the area of commerce, the nomination examines the shifts in the four areas of Portage's economy as represented by the built environment from the late 1860s to the 1930s.  In nineteenth century America, the commerce or more correctly the economy of a community such as Portage divided into four different divisions: retail businesses or goods and services; commerce or wholesale business; crafts; and industry.  In reality, these divisions are constructs which simplify a mass of data and allow the historian to generalize about the development of a community's economy.  And, they are certainly not mutually exclusive.  The Portage Retail District which primarily contains retail and craft businesses was analyzed from this perspective.



In the area of social history, the nomination also discusses the large number of voluntary organizations which permitted a group of citizens to jointly and formally meet set goals.  Voluntary organizations accomplished a wide range of community tasks.  They entertained, provided fellowship, organized sports, took care of the dead and ill and their families, assisted the working man to improve his working conditions, protected the farmer from unfair market prices and provided him a means to buy cooperatively, reformed society, furthered civic betterment and beauty, and promoted the qualities of the community.  Such organizations included bands and singing groups, debating, literary, and dramatic societies, lyceums, professional societies, temperance organizations, fraternal lodges, basketball teams, women's groups, farm cooperatives, cooperative telephone companies, fair associations, and farmers' groups.  Organized but not formalized activities such as tent shows, musical performances, lectures, circuses, the chautauqua, concerts, and fairs multiplied providing entertainment and occasions for visits in public buildings, private halls, the opera house and the theater, parks, and open squares.  All these activities brought together a community becoming too large and too diverse to associate informally (McKay 1985; Wyatt 1986 [vol. 3, social and political movements]: 5; Current 1976: 525-26, 535; Nesbit 1985: 484-93; Smith 1973: 391).



Portage supported a large and diverse number of voluntary organizations beginning in the 1850s.  The examples noted include those which were associated with noted standing buildings in the retail district.  These voluntary organizations include fraternal organizations, service groups, and business and trade organizations, women's organizations, and health services.  Although some groups maintained their own buildings, most met in private homes, halls above commercial buildings, the churches, and hotels.



In the area of entertainment and recreation, the buildings in the Portage Retail District supplied several forms of entertainment.  The Portage Opera House (115-117 E. Cook) provided a wide range of professional and amateur performances.  It offered early movies in nickelodeons occupying established buildings.  In 1927, Portage acquired a movie theater.



Finally, the district gains significance for the architectural styles displayed by its buildings.  The term vernacular commercial refers to a rather wide range of simply designed commercial buildings displaying little stylistic detailing.  They were erected in the last half of the nineteenth and the first three decades of the twentieth century.  Almost all of these buildings include large display windows along the first floor building front, and plainly designed, rectangular window openings along the upper floors.  Original doors along the building front leading into the retail areas or to upper floor rooms are usually paneled wood and glass occasionally with transoms above.  Decorative elements are limited to a cornice immediately above the store front and a more emphatic cornice treatment such as brick corbeling, denticulated brick, wood molding or metal frieze perhaps with end detailing such as additional corbeling or finials at the roof line.  Minimal decorative brick work may also occur along the upper story.  Additionally, a transom may occur across the facade to assist the illumination of the building.  This category also includes the single false front commercial building (Wyatt 1986 [vol 2, architecture]: 3-10; Gottfried and Jennings 1985: 244-45).  Portage's vernacular commercial buildings date between the 1880s and 1927.  The examples discussed in the nomination are divided primarily by function.



The Italianate Commercial style is frequently visible on the tall, narrow, shed or flat roof retail buildings of Wisconsin commercial areas.  Treatment usually occurred around the cornice line, the space between floor, the windows, and the corners of the building.  The segmental or round arch windows tended to be long and narrow and composed of metal, brick, stone or cement.  Ornamentation appears to be heavily applied.  The cornice, frequently metal, followed the entablature design composed of architrave, frieze, and cornice.  The building design spatially separated the first floor facade from the upper floors through ornamented beams or surface molding placed on top of the display windows.  Quoins, pilasters, piers or half columns might elaborate the corners of the building.



These basic units, then, received characteristically Italianate detailing.  The most common detailing associated with the style is the projecting cornices with brackets and/or modillions which rises above the roof.  A triangular or semi-circular pediment may be centered in this cornice.  The upper floor windows often receive wood or iron hood molds.  Or, stone or iron, segmental arch windows lintels may carry keystones with incised detailing.  Pedimented upper floor lintels were also common.  Decorative brick work may elaborate the exterior walls of the upper floors.  The dividing element between the floor may include bracketing, corbeling or metal cornice.  The piers may also receive elaboration such as corbeling or metal capitals.  Entrances frequently occur in the center of the facade and may be recessed between the display windows.  Iron columns frequently flank the entrances.  Often, these elements are overstated similar to their domestic counterpart in the High Italianate style.  Somewhat later versions of the Italianate commercial style often rely more on a heavy brick frieze, corbeling, and patterned brick courses at the eaves.  This detailing is created by often set and contrasting brick.  Segmental arch lintels perhaps ornamented by contrasting keystones with incised designs predominate (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 2-6,10; Gottfried and Jennings 1985: 239-41).  Portage's Italianate Commercial buildings date between the late 1860s and the turn of the century.



Like the domestic period revival styles, the commercial variation combines motifs, primarily but not wholly classically derived, from past styles.  And, like the domestic counterparts, architects did not usually precisely copy the architecture detailing, style, or examples of the style, but provided creative interpretations of them.  They were inspired by the past.  In the Portage Retail District, two buildings exhibit an interpretation of the Classical Revival.  This style in both domestic and commercial forms represents a borrowing from the Georgian and Federal styles of the eighteenth century.  This trend gained its impetus from the 1876 Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia.  Architects adapted the rectangular plan, symmetrical organization of building front, and classical details such as the denticulated cornice, elliptical fanlight, sidelights along the main entrance, Palladian window, broken pediments above doors and/or windows, classical columns, pilasters, and motifs such as ogee arches, urns and finials, swages, and wreaths (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 2-28, 33).



The Art Deco style tends to incorporate rather futuristic or highly stylized historical motifs.  Angular and hard edges intended to express the capacities of the mechanical age characterize Art Deco building design.  Low-relief, geometric designs such as shallow, fluted columns or pilasters, chevrons, stylized sunbursts and some floral designs and the use of multiple colors in a rather suppressed fashion commonly appear on buildings of this style.  Because the style emphasizes the vertical dimension, stepped setbacks are common.  Such materials as granite, terra cotta, and ornamental metals such as bronze were utilized (Wyatt 1986 [vol. 2, architecture]: 2-34).



The Portage Retail District, then, gains significance as a typical Wisconsin retail district at the local level during the period of building construction from 1855 to 1933-34.  The district acquires significance under criteria A and C in the areas of commerce, social history, entertainment/recreation, and architecture.  The district primarily illustrates nineteenth century buildings utilized for retail, professional, and craft functions.  Several housed light industry.  A large number of these buildings included meeting halls on their top stories.  Several of the buildings also provided facilities or at least space for the performing arts and movie productions.  The district provides examples of the vernacular commercial, Italianate Commercial, Classical Revival Commercial, and Art Deco Commercial styles.





Listing of Properties Within the District



									Indiv. Eligible

				Building		Map  		Contributing/	Survey

Address			Date�		Code		Noncontributing   Map



108 E. Conant		1903			30/23		indiv. eligible	F6-G6

110 E. Conant		1933-34		30/24		contributing   	F6-G6

100 E. Cook			1892			25/20		contributing	G6

102 E. Cook			1939-49		57/24		noncontributing	G6

107 E. Cook			1889-94		57/0 		noncontributing	G6

108 E. Cook			1957			57/32		noncontributing	G6

109 E. Cook			ca. 1881		56/9 		contributing	G6

111 E. Cook			1911-12		56/8 		contributing	G6

112 E. Cook			post-1955		57/31		noncontributing	G6

113 E. Cook			1879			56/7 		contributing	G6

115-117 E. Cook		1879			56/5 		noncontributing	G6

�									Indiv. Eligible

				Building		Map  		Contributing/	Survey

Address			Date			Code		Noncontributing   Map



118 E. Cook			1938			57/30		noncontributing	G6

119 E. Cook			1882-85		56/4		contributing	G6

121-123 E. Cook		ca. 1885		56/3 		contributing	G6

122 E. Cook			1895 (E), 1881 (W)57/25		contributing	G6

124 E. Cook			1916-18		57/26		contributing	G6

126 E. Cook			1917			57/27		contributing	G6

129 E. Cook			post-1980		56/2		noncontributing	G6

141 E. Cook			1900-01, 1913	56/1 		contributing	G6



101 W. Cook			1891			25/23		contributing	G6

102 W. Cook			1880      		25/21		noncontributing	G6

107-109 W. Cook		1888-89		56/13		contributing	G6

108 W. Cook			1880, 1918 (E)	57/34		contributing	G6

				1897-98    (W)

111-115 W. Cook		1887-1888		56/14		contributing	G6

114-116 W. Cook		1876			57/33		contributing	G6

117 W. Cook			1890-91		56/17		noncontributing	G6

118-122 W. Cook		1867			57/18		contributing	G6

119 W. Cook			1883-85		56/18		contributing	G6

121 W. Cook			1883-85		56/19		noncontributing	G6

123 W. Cook			1864			56/20		noncontributing	G6

124 W.Cook 			1867-70		57/17		contributing	G6

125 W. Cook			1870-71		56/21		contributing	G6

126 W. Cook			1867			57/16		contributing	G6

127 W. Cook			1863-70		56/22		contributing	G6

128 W. Cook			1867, 1920-25	57/15		noncontributing	G6

130-132 W. Cook		1867-68		57/13		contributing	G6

131 W. Cook			1868-73		56/24		contributing	G6

134 W. Cook			1867-70		57/12		contributing	G6

135 W. Cook			1866-67		56/25		contributing	G6

136 W. Cook			1869-70		57/11		contributing	G6

137-139 W. Cook		1866-67		56/26		indiv. eligible	G6

202 W. Cook			1929-30		57/8		contributing	G6

207 W. Cook			1927			31/22		indiv. eligible	G6

210 W. Cook			1876			55/7		contributing	G6

214 W. Cook			1869-70		57/6 		contributing	G6

218 W. Cook			1880			57/5 		contributing	G6

220 W. Cook			1867			57/4 		contributing	G6

222 W. Cook			1893			57/3 		contributing	G6

233 W. Cook			1900-01		49/24		contributing	G6

129 W. Cook			1945-46		56/23		noncontributing	G6



201 DeWitt			1899-1900		25/0		indiv. eligible	G6

203 DeWitt			1896-98		25/1		indiv. eligible	G6

205 DeWitt			1919			25/2		contributing	G6

208 DeWitt			1895			24/33		contributing	G6

�									Indiv. Eligible

				Building		Map  		Contributing/	Survey

Address			Date			Code		Noncontributing   Map



211 DeWitt			1898-99		25/3		indiv. eligible	G6

212 DeWitt			1924			24/34		contributing	G6

213 DeWitt			1886			25/4		contributing	G6

215 DeWitt			1921			25/5		contributing	G6

301 DeWitt			1873			25/6		indiv. eligible	G6

305 DeWitt			1891			25/7		indiv. eligible	G6

309 DeWitt			1908			25/8		contributing	G6

310 DeWitt			1880, 1892, 1917	25/18		contributing	G6

311 DeWitt			1950-55	      25/9		noncontributing	G6

312 DeWitt        	1948-50		25/17		noncontributing	G6

313 DeWitt			post-1950		25/10		noncontributing	G6

314 DeWitt			1883 			25/14		contributing	G6

316 DeWitt			1883			25/15		contributing	G6

318 DeWitt			1882-82		25/16		contributing	G6

315-317 DeWitt		1950s			25/11		noncontributing	G6

320 DeWitt			1889			25/12		indiv. eligible	G6



109 W. Edgewater		1917-18, 1924	24/19		contributing	G6

233 W. Edgewater		1925, 1950s		23/23		indiv. eligible	G6



208 W. Wisconsin		post 1950s		24/20		noncontributing	G6

210 W. Wisconsin		1905-06		24/21		noncontributing	G6

212 W. Wisconsin		ca. 1892		24/23		contributing	G6

214 W. Wisconsin		1869-70		24/24		contributing	G6

216 W. Wisconsin		ca. 1888		24/25		contributing  	G6

218 W. Wisconsin		1913			24/26		noncontributing	G6

220 W. Wisconsin		1899-1900		24/27		indiv. eligible	G6

224 W. Wisconsin		1886-89		24/28		contributing	G6

226 W. Wisconsin		1923-24		24/29		contributing	G6

226.5 W. Wisconsin	post-1955		24/30		noncontributing	G6

228-230 W. Wisconsin	1869-70		24/31		contributing	G6

238 W. Wisconsin		1855			24/32		contributing	G6

314-322 W. Wisconsin	1927			31/20		indiv. eligible	G6



Total number of properties: 85
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	Figure 49: Properties in the Portage Retail District

�District: Portage Industrial Waterfront





Boundary Description



The boundary line primarily follows the southeast edge of the Portage Canal National Register District.  The blocks east of E. Wisconsin and along E. Mullett and E. Dodge are included in the district.



Boundary Justification



The district boundary of the Portage Industrial Waterfront includes a concentration of intact industrial, commercial, and retail buildings.  By running adjacent to the Portage Canal National Register Site, it maintains its historical functional association with that property.  Along of other edges, the boundary excludes altered buildings.





District Description



The Portage Industrial Waterfront is located immediately adjacent to and south of the Portage Canal, a National Register property.  Fronting primarily along E. Mullett and Dodge, the district includes portions of two blocks and extends northeast from E. Wisconsin to Thompson and southeast from the canal to the alley between Dodge and Pauquette.  To the southeast of the district lies a residential neighborhood in Ward I.  To the west along E. Wisconsin or STH 16 and 51 lies a stretch of recently constructed retail buildings replacing earlier industrial and retail buildings.  Northeast of the Portage Canal to the northeast of the district is located the main retail district of Portage, a potential National Register district.  The district occupies a flat low lying area, part of the watershed which once constituted the Portage between the Fox and Wisconsin rivers.  The district contains six contributing properties.



The resources originally functioned as industrial buildings and complexes, commercial properties, and a retail building.  Their building dates span the period between 1862, the building date of the Wentworth or York grain elevator, and 1936, the year the Portage Hosiery received a large addition.  Although some concrete block building additions have occurred after that date, the pre-1943 appearance remains generally intact.  Unelaborate, utilitarian buildings, the properties are either astylistic utilitarian buildings or follow the vernacular commercial building type.  They include the 1862, timber frame Wentworth grain elevator (131 E. Mullett); the eight sections of the cream brick, tile, and concrete block buildings of the Portage Hosiery (107 E. Mullett) which date between 1881-1882 and 1952; the cream brick and concrete block building of the Portage Iron Works (106-112-120 E. Mullett) erected between 1891 and 1918; the massive concrete block T.H. Cochrane Warehouse (114 Dodge); and the 1920 cream brick and tile Hyland Garage building (201-211 E. Wisconsin).  



District Significance



The Portage Industrial Waterfront gains significance under criteria A and C in the areas of industry and architecture.  Under the theme of industry, the district illustrates the development of an industrial area within a medium-sized Wisconsin city.  It includes an example of the woolen mills which emerged in Wisconsin in the last quarter of the nineteenth century.  It also contains examples of astylistic utilitarian vernacular industrial, commercial, and retail buildings, in particular an early grain elevator, once ubiquitous to Wisconsin cities.  The district acquires significance at the local level as an example of the growth of a community's industrial area.  The period of significance and the significant dates span the era between 1862, the building date of the Wentworth elevator at 131 E. Mullett (48/20), and 1936, the construction date of one wing of the Portage Hosiery at 107 E. Mullett (48/14) (Wisconsin State Register 1862 [9/20: 3/1]; Register-Democrat 1936 [7/25: 1/4]; Register-Democrat 1936 [7/25: 1/4]).



In nineteenth century America, the commerce or more correctly the economy of a community such as Portage divided into four different divisions: retail businesses or goods and services; commerce or wholesale business; crafts; and industry.  In reality, these divisions are constructs which simplify a mass of data and allow the historian to generalize about the development of a community's economy.  And, they are certainly not mutually exclusive.  The Portage Industrial Waterfront District contained industrial and several commercial properties and a single retail property.



Prior to the 1880s, Portage developed as the major regional retail and commercial center serving Columbia County and the region to the north.  Beginning in the 1880s, Wisconsin industry slowly specialized as growing urban populations created greater demands.  Industrial settings replaced the early make-shift workshops.  Portage developed an identification with a small number of major industries as did other mid-size Wisconsin cities.  Now more standardized and used for long-range transportation, the railroad brought these cities in contact with sources of raw materials and markets far beyond their immediate hinterlands.  Thus, the city which served a broad agricultural region was no longer forced to provide a wide range of local crafts.  Some standardized products could be acquired through wholesalers in other urban areas.  Still based on the manufacture of major local resources, several industries such as the breweries, the hosiery, and stone monument companies remained and expanded.  A comparatively large number of small, often short-lived companies opened in the retail area.  They continued to come and go well into the twentieth century.  These industries remained in the same locations as the earlier ones with the more substantial ones located along the canal in or near the Portage Industrial Waterfront district (Nesbit 1973: 331, 335, 342; 1985: 302-05, 212-14).



The Portage Waterfront District, then, developed as one of Portage's small industrial and commercial centers along the canal as early as the 1850s.  It now contains industrial, commercial, and a single retail property.



The Portage Iron Works, a foundry which produced agricultural implements, architectural trim, and other iron products, was founded by M.R. Keagan between 1862 and 1865.  Although the current buildings date to 1891, the industry stood in this general area from the 1860s.  In the first and second decades of the twentieth century, the owners of the Portage Iron Works shifted slowly to automobile repair and sale.  In 1920, they erected a car dealership.  In 1920, the owners, Slinger Foundry, Machine and Auto Company, erected an automobile showroom and garage, which became the Hyland Garage, at 201-211 E. Wisconsin (48/25).



One of the city's major industries, the Portage Hosiery, was founded in 1878 by a partnership of Portage businessmen: R.B. Wentworth, W.S. Wentworth, and Loomis, Gallett, and Breese.  Initially located in the Pettibone Block at Cook and DeWitt, the company moved to the first building in the current complex along 107 E. Mullett in 1881-1882.  The company underwent major building expansions in 1891, 1903-1904, 1918, 1936, and 1952.  The mill manufactured men's woolen hosiery and mittens.



The district includes commercial enterprises.  Erected in 1916-1918, the massive, two and a half story T.H. Cochrane Company warehouse at 114 Dodge (48/27) stored seed and grain.  Also commercial enterprises, the Frank Fruit Company and Nold Wholesale Company utilized the former Portage Iron Works buildings at 106 and 112-120 Mullett between about 1929 and 1948 and 1927 to 1937 respectively.



The Portage Industrial Waterfront district contains vernacular, primarily industrial forms also classified as astylistic utilitarian buildings.  The term vernacular refers to a rather wide range of simply designed buildings displaying little stylistic detailing and classified primarily by form or function.  They were erected in the last half of the nineteenth and the first three decades of the twentieth century.  The examples within the district are divided primarily by function.  Different functions, here car dealerships, warehouses, and industrial buildings, possess different spacial requirements which are frequently limited by building location.



The buildings within the Portage Industrial Waterfront district maintain relatively high integrity of design given the additive nature of their expansion.  Modification has primarily occurred through window and door replacement or alteration.  Several recent additions have occurred.  They include the two story concrete addition placed at the southwest end of the Portage Hosiery mill (107 E. Mullett) in 1952 (48/11) and several small, one story, concrete additions at the northeast end.  A sheet metal addition was placed along the northeast elevation of the T.H. Cochrane warehouse (114 Dodge, 48/27).  Sheet metal was also added to the cupola and warehouse of the Wentworth grain elevator (131 E. Mullett, 48/20).  Despite these alterations, the buildings maintain their original design, workmanship, and materials.  The areas along adjacent E. Wisconsin and part of Dodge which were excluded from the district have undergone considerable change from their nineteenth and early twentieth century industrial and retail business character.  The commercial area to the northeast has probably experienced considerable deterioration and building loss.  However, the high concentration of industrial vernacular buildings within the district and its association with the canal to the northwest remain thus maintaining the immediate setting and historical associations.



Because the district illustrates the development of a small industrial area within Portage, it gains significance at the local level.  The Portage Industrial Waterfront has a period of significance ranging between 1862, the building date of the Wentworth elevator and 1936, the building date of a major addition to the Portage Hosiery mill (Wisconsin State Register 1862 [9/20: 3/1]; Register-Democrat 1936 [7/25: 1/4]; Register-Democrat 1936 [7/25: 1/4]).



Listing of Properties Within the District



    									Indiv. Eligible/

							Photo		Contributing/	Survey

Address						No.		Noncontributing   Map No.



201-211 E. Wisconsin				48/25		contributing	G6



106 E. Mullett					48/23		contributing	G6

107 E. Mullett					48/11		contributing	G6

107 E. Mullett					48/13		indiv. eligible	G6

107 E. Mullett					48/14		contributing	G6

107 E. Mullett					48/15		indiv. eligible	G6

107 E. Mullett					48/16		contributing	G6

107 E. Mullett					48/17		contributing	G6

107 E. Mullett					48/18		indiv. eligible	G6

107 E. Mullett					48/19		contributing	G6

112-120 E. Mullett				48/22		contributing	G6

131 E. Mullett					48/20		indiv. eligible	G6



114 Dodge						48/27		contributing	G6



Total number of properties: 6
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	Figure 50: Properties in the Portage Industrial Waterfront District

�A Listing of Individually Eligible Properties Standing Outside the Districts



The listing of properties below includes all those resources found potentially individually eligible for the National Register and lying outside district boundaries.  Again, this listing is a preliminary list, and further historical documentation and especially interior inspection of the properties are necessary before a final determination of eligibility is made by the Historic Preservation Division, State Historical Society of Wisconsin.  In some instances, district expansion may be possible to incorporate these properties.  For that reason and to indicate the approximate setting of the property, adjacent districts are occasionally noted.  Although not shown on the district maps in this report, their location by address and photograph number is illustrated on district maps housed at the Portage Public Library and the Historic Preservation Division of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin.



						Photo		Survey   Associated or

Address					No.		Map No.  Adjacent District



611 Adams					41/13		F6	   none

923 Adams					45/26		E6	   Portage Railroad Dist.



103 Armstrong				23/30		G5	   none



224 W. Burns				46/0		F5	   Portage Railroad Dist.

228 W. Burns				45/36		F5	   Portage Railroad Dist.



115 E. Carroll				41/23		F6	   none

115 E. Carroll				41/25		F6	   none



510 W. Carroll				39/7		F5	   none



1011 Cass					46/16		F5	   Portage Railroad Dist.

1016 Cass					46/15		F5	   Portage Railroad Dist.



204 E. Conant				30/31		F6	   none

219 E. Conant				30/15		F6	   E. Cook Street Neigh.

531 E. Conant				29/26		F7	   none

612 E. Conant				29/22		F7	   none



115 W. Conant				31/15		G6	   Portage Retail District

201 W. Conant				31/16		G6	   Portage Retail District

215 W. Conant				31/17		G6	   Portage Retail District

324 W. Conant				31/25		F6	   none

805 W. Conant				32/22		G5	   none

1121 W. Conant				33/13		G4	   none

      

ca. 811 E. Cook				26/20		F7	   none



1212 DeWitt					46/35		E5	   Portage Railroad Dist.



402 W. Edgewater				25/34		G5	   Prospect Hill Neigh.

523 W. Edgewater				23/26		G5	   Prospect Hill Neigh.

�  						Photo		Survey   Associated or

Address					No.		Map No.  Adjacent District



203 W. Emmett				45/16		F5	   add to Society Hill

203 W. Emmett				53/20		F5       add to Society Hill

406 W. Emmett				45/11		F5	   add to Society Hill

406 W. Emmett				53/21		F5	   add to Society Hill

423 W. Emmett				45/12		F5	   none



224 E. Howard				37/32		F6	   none

224 E. Howard				53/1		F6	   none (garage)

331 E. Howard				37/5		F6	   none



1001 Jefferson				45/24		E6	   Portage Railroad Dist.



1010 MacFarlane				45/34		F5	   add to Society Hill



115 E. Marion				45/5		F6	   none

115 E. Marion				53/19		F6	   none (garage)



131 E. Mullett				48/7		G6	   none



W. Mullett, end of			48/6		G6	   add to Portage Canal

STH 33, E. of and So. of Wisconsin

  River					50/10		G6	   none

  

212 W. Oneida				46/27		F5	   Portage Railroad Dist.

216 W. Oneida				46/26		F5	   Portage Railroad Dist.

407-411 W. Oneida & Cass		47/12		E5	   Portage Railroad Dist.

428 W. Oneida				46/13		F5	   Portage Railroad Dist.



107 Pauquette				48/33		G6	   none



212 E. Pleasant				37/2		F6	   none

212 E. Pleasant				53/2		F6	   none (garage)

331 E. Pleasant				36/22		F6	   none



320 River					44/17		F4	   none



647 Silver Lake Drive			47/32		D4	   none



Superior, N.E. cor. of Townsend

  County Fairground grandstand 	49/8		G7	   none

Superior, N.E. cor. of Center		48/3		F7	   railroad related



505 Thompson: First Ward School	49/5		G7	   none



202 Volk					47/21		E5	   none

�  						Photo		Survey   Associated or

Address					No.		Map No.  Adjacent District



306 Volk					47/22		E5	   none



407 E. Wisconsin				49/1		G6	   none

501 E. Wisconsin				49/2		G6	   none



1200 W. Wisconsin				44/8		E4	   none

1300 W. Wisconsin				44/11		E4	   none



Whitney, end of				49/19		F8	   none�

  

Total number of properties: 60

�Listing of Properties Included in the Survey of Portage Which Stand

	Outside the District Boundaries and Are Not Individually Eligible



  

				Photo	Survey

Address			No.	Map No.



414 Adams    		35/35	F6

413 Adams    		36/2	F6

505 Adams    		53/4	F6

611 Adams    		41/13	F6

617 Adams    		41/14	F6

805 Adams    		42/13	F6

814 Adams    		45/7	F6

911 Adams    		45/2	F6

923 Adams    		45/26	E6

1203 Adams			53/25	E6

Corner Adams and Cook   49/22 F6 (Market Square)



213 W. Albert    		47/20	E5

224 W. Albert    		47/25	E5

301 W. Albert    		47/26	E5



1102 Armstrong		46/10	F5



501 Brooks    		49/4	G7



112 E. Burns    		45/32	F6

126 E. Burns    		45/31	F6

130 E. Burns    		45/30	E6

133 E. Burns    		45/28	E6



228 W. Burns    		45/36	F5

227 W. Burns    		30/35	F5

325 W. Burns    		46/5	F5

401 W. Burns    		46/7	F5

405 W. Burns    		46/8	F5

415 W. Burns    		46/4	F5



Canal at Wisconsin R.	33/22	G6 (front locks, river side)

Canal at Wisconsin R.	33/34	G6 (rear locks, canal side)



101 E. Carroll    	41/28	F6

106 E. Carroll    	41/4	F6

107 E. Carroll    	41/27	F6

108 E. Carroll    	41/8	F6

111 E. Carroll    	41/24	F6

112 E. Carroll    	41/5	F6

114 E. Carroll    	41/9	F6

115 E. Carroll    	41/23	F6

118 E. Carroll    	41/10	F6

119 E. Carroll    	41/22	F6

�				Photo	Survey

Address			No.	Map No.



128 E. Carroll    	41/11	F6

132 E. Carroll    	41/12	F6

209 E. Carroll    	41/20	F6

212 E. Carroll    	41/5	F6

226 E. Carroll    	41/16	F6

324 E. Carroll    	41/17	F6

321 E. Carroll     	41/19	F6

332 E. Carroll     	41/19	F6



109 W. Carroll    	39/33	F6

112 W. Carroll    	41/4	F6

402 W. Carroll    	34/4  F5

420-425-426 W. Carroll  42/1  F5

429 W. Carroll    	39/15	F5

502 W. Carroll    	39/9	F5

506 W. Carroll    	39/6	F5

510 W. Carroll    	39/7	F5

513 W. Carroll    	39/16	F5

516 W. Carroll    	39/	F5

517 W. Carroll    	39/14	F5

522 W. Carroll    	39/5	F5

532 W. Carroll    	39/10 F5

631 W. Carroll    	39/13	F5

704 W. Carroll    	39/12	F5

718 W. Carroll    	39/26	F4

732 W. Carroll    	39/25	F4

733 W. Carroll    	39/25	F4

810 W. Carroll    	39/24	F4

813 W. Carroll    	39/18	F4

904 W. Carroll    	39/23	F4

914 W. Carroll    	39/22	F4

924 W. Carroll    	39/21	F4

931 W. Carroll    	39/19	F4

1025 W. Carroll    	39/20	F4



902 W. Cass			45/14	F5

908 W. Cass	 		46/6	F5



Cemetery Rd.		44/20 E3 (Oak Grove Cemetery)

Cemetery Rd.		44/23	E3 (Silver Lake Cemetery)



Collins Rd.			48/11	C5 (St. Mary's Cemetery)



112 E. Conant    		30/25	F6

121 E. Conant    		30/21	F6

125 E. Conant    		30/20	F6

201 E. Conant    		30/19	F6

204 E. Conant    		30/31	F6

205 E. Conant    		30/18	F6

�				Photo	Survey

Address			No.	Map No.



208 E. Conant    		30/32	F6

209 E. Conant    		30/17	F6

213 E. Conant    		30/16	F6

216 E. Conant    		30/33	F6

219 E. Conant    		30/15	F6

301 E. Conant    		30/14	F6

303 E. Conant    		30/13	F6

309 E. Conant    		30/12	F6

313 E. Conant    		30/11	F6

314 E. Conant    		31/0	F6

317 E. Conant    		30/10	F6

319 E. Conant    		30/9	F6

320 E. Conant    		31/1	F6

323 E. Conant    		30/8	F6

324 E. Conant    		31/2	F6

328 E. Conant    		31/3	F6

329 E. Conant    		30/7	F6

331 E. Conant    		31/4	F6

506 E. Conant    		31/14	F6

505 E. Conant    		29/33	F6

509 E. Conant    		29/32	F6

515 E. Conant    		29/31 F6

523 E. Conant    		29/30	F6

524 E. Conant    		29/25	F7

526 E. Conant    		29/24	F7

531 E. Conant    		29/26	F7

601 E. Conant    		29/27	F7

602 E. Conant    		29/23	F7

612 E. Conant    		29/22	F7

614 E. Conant    		29/21	F7

624 E. Conant    		29/20	F7

627 E. Conant    		29/28	F7

630 E. Conant    		29/19	F7



115 W. Conant    		31/15	G6

117 W. Conant    		50/10	G6

119 W. Conant    		50/11	G6

201 W. Conant    		31/16	G6

215 W. Conant    		31/17	G6

308 W. Conant    		31/19	G6

311 W. Conant    		43/4	G6

315 W. Conant    		31/24	G6

321 W. Conant    		50/6	G6

325 W. Conant    		31/25	G6

327 W. Conant    		31/28 G5

327 W. Conant    		21/28	G5

329 W. Conant    		21/29	G5

704 W. Conant    		32/29	G5

718 W. Conant    		32/28	G5

�				Photo	Survey

Address			No.	Map No.



721 W. Conant    		32/19	G5

723 W. Conant    		32/20	G5

727 W. Conant    		32/21	G5

732 W. Conant    		32/27	G5

805 W. Conant    		32/22	G5

1103 W. Conant    	33/11	G4

1115 W. Conant    	32/12	G4

1121 W. Conant    	33/13	G4

1201 W. Conant    	33/15	G4



140 E. Cook    		49/23	G6

200 block E. Cook    	49/22	G6 (Market Square)

408 E. Cook    		27/27	F6

411 E. Cook    		27/5	F6

412 E. Cook    		27/26	F6

415 E. Cook    		46/26	F6

416 E. Cook    		27/25	F6

417 E. Cook    		27/5	F6

418 E. Cook    		27/24	F6

419 E. Cook    		27/4	F6

420 E. Cook    		27/23	F6

424 E. Cook    		27/22	F6

427 E. Cook    		27/3	F6

426 E. Cook    		27/21	F6

429 E. Cook    		27/2	F6

431 E. Cook    		27/1	F6

432 E. Cook    		27/20	F6

502 E. Cook    		27/19	F6

524 E. Cook    		26/17	F7

532 E. Cook    		26/18	F7

612 E. Cook    		26/16	F7

614 E. Cook    		26/15	F7

623 E. Cook    		26/25	F7

625 E. Cook    		26/24	F7

632 E. Cook    		26/14	F7

714 E. Cook    		26/15	F7

732 E. Cook    		26/12	F7

801 E. Cook    		26/23	F7

803 E. Cook    		26/22	F7

805 E. Cook    		26/21	F7

806 E. Cook    		26/11	F7

811 E. Cook    		26/20	F7

827 E. Cook    		26/19 F7



228 W. Cook    		49/35	G6

230 W. Cook    		49/34	G6

232 W. Cook    		49/33	G6

234 W. Cook    		49/32	G6
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235 W. Cook    		49/25	G6

236 W. Cook    		49/31	G6

237 W. Cook    		49/26	G6

238 W. Cook    		49/30	G6

239 W. Cook    		49/27	G6

240 W. Cook    		49/29	G6

242 W. Cook    		49/28	G6

250 W. Cook    		28/3	G6

252 W. Cook    		28/4	G6

254 W. Cook    		28/5	G6

260 W. Cook    		28/6	G6

304-306 W. Cook    	28/7  G6

312 W. Cook    		28/8	G6

314 W. Cook    		28/9	G6

309-315 W. Cook    	28/13	G5

316 W. Cook    		29/17	G5

322 W. Cook    		29/18	G5

602 W. Cook    		29/0	G5

608 W. Cook    		28/34	G5

609 W. Cook    		28/29	G5

613 W. Cook    		28/30	G5

619 W. Cook    		28/31	G5

630 W. Cook    		28/33	G5

705 W. Cook    		42/27	G5

708 W. Cook    		28/32	G5

W. Cook, end of		42/28 G5 (Pauquette Park)



101 DeWitt    		24/14	G6

109 DeWitt    		48/10	G6

400 DeWitt    		53/29	F6

401 DeWitt    		30/22	F6

605 DeWitt    		37/18	F6

613 DeWitt    		41/6	F6

701 DeWitt    		41/28	F6 

707 DeWitt    		41/29	F6

709 DeWitt    		41/30	F6

713 DeWitt    		41/31	F6

805 DeWitt    		42/18	F6

1010 DeWitt    		45/34	F5

1015 DeWitt    		45/33	F6

1109 DeWitt    		46/31	E5

1113 DeWitt    		46/33	E5

1208 DeWitt    		47/1	E5

1212 DeWitt    		46/35	E5

1212.5 DeWitt    		47/0	E5

DeWitt    and the   	46/34	E5 (subway)

  railroad tracks



1106 Dunn			46/3	F5
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1104 Dunn			46/2	F5

1011 Dunn			50/34	F5

1101 Dunn			45/0	F5



122 E. Edgewater    	24/13	G6

125 E. Edgewater    	50/0	G6

204 E. Edgewater    	24/12	G6

206 E. Edgewater    	24/11	G6

208 E. Edgewater    	24/10	G6

305 E. Edgewater    	22/31	G6

306 E. Edgewater    	22/34	G6

304.5 E. Edgewater    	22/32	G6

311 E. Edgewater    	22/30	G6

312 E. Edgewater    	22/35	G6

313 E. Edgewater    	22/29	G6

314 E. Edgewater    	23/1	G6

318 E. Edgewater    	49/17	G6

324 E. Edgewater    	23/34	G6

328 E. Edgewater    	24/0	F6

330 E. Edgewater    	24/1	F6

406 E. Edgewater    	24/4	F6

410 E. Edgewater    	24/5	F6

416 E. Edgewater    	24/6	F6

417 E. Edgewater    	22/20	F6

420 E. Edgewater    	24/7	F6

423 E. Edgewater    	22/19	F6

424 E. Edgewater    	24/8	F6

429 E. Edgewater    	22/18	F6

431 E. Edgewater    	22/17	F6

430-432 E. Edgewater	22/8	F7

502 E. Edgewater		22/7	F7

529 E. Edgewater		22/4	F7

602 E. Edgewater		22/9	F7

612 E. Edgewater		22/10	F7

619 E. Edgewater		22/2	F7

632 E. Edgewater		22/11	F7

737 E. Edgewater		22/0	F7

814 E. Edgewater		22/12	F7

822 E. Edgewater		22/13	F7

824 E. Edgewater		22/14	F7

E. Edgewater, end of	22/15	F7  (switching tower)

E. Edgewater, end of	22/16	F7  (bridge)



212 W. Edgewater    	24/15	G6

222 W. Edgewater    	24/17	G6

228 W. Edgewater    	24/16	G6

236 W. Edgewater    	24/18	G6

248 W. Edgewater    	25/23	G6

250 W. Edgewater    	25/24	G6
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254 W. Edgewater    	25/25	G6

258 W. Edgewater    	25/26	G6

263 W. Edgewater    	23/4	G6

264 W. Edgewater    	25/27	G6

301 W. Edgewater    	23/5	G6

306 W. Edgewater    	25/29	G6

307 W. Edgewater    	23/6	G6

309 W. Edgewater    	23/7	G6

310 W. Edgewater    	25/30	G6

315 W. Edgewater    	23/8	G6

317 W. Edgewater    	23/9	G6

320 W. Edgewater    	25/31	G6

324 W. Edgewater    	25/32	G6

323 W. Edgewater    	23/10	G5

324 W. Edgewater    	25/32	G5

328 W. Edgewater    	25/33	G5

402 W. Edgewater    	25/34	G5

408 W. Edgewater    	25/35	G5

412 W. Edgewater    	26/0	G5

414 W. Edgewater    	26/1	G5

507 W. Edgewater    	23/21	G5

508 W. Edgewater    	26/6	G5

509 W. Edgewater    	23/22	G5

510 W. Edgewater    	26/7	G5

519 W. Edgewater    	23/24	G5

521 W. Edgewater    	23/25	G5

523 W. Edgewater    	23/26	G5

601 W. Edgewater    	23/27	G5

607 W. Edgewater    	23/28	G5

609 W. Edgewater    	23/29	G5

706 W. Edgewater    	26/8	G5

709 W. Edgewater    	23/30	G5

709 W. Edgewater    	23/31	G5 (garage)

714 W. Edgewater    	26/9	G5

717 W. Edgewater    	23/32	G5

723 W. Edgewater    	23/33	G5

724 W. Edgewater    	26/10	G5



108 E. Emmett    		45/17	F6

112 E. Emmett    		45/18	F6

120 E. Emmett    		45/19	F6

124 E. Emmett    		45/20	F6

128 E. Emmett    		45/4	F6

132 E. Emmett    		45/22	F6

133 E. Emmett    		45/28	F6

135 E. Emmett    		46/1	F6

229 E. Emmett    		45/27	E6



323 W. Emmett    		43/15	F5
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406 W. Emmett    		45/11 F5

409 W. Emmett    		45/13	F5

423 W. Emmett    		45/12	F5



106 E. Franklin    	41/32	F6

110 E. Franklin    	41/33	F6

111 E. Franklin    	42/17	F6

112 E. Franklin    	41/34	F6

117 E. Franklin    	42/16	F6

120 E. Franklin    	41/35	F6

120 E. Franklin    	42/25	F6

125 E. Franklin    	42/15	F6

127 E. Franklin    	42/14	F6

202 E. Franklin    	42/2	F6

210 E. Franklin    	42/3	F6

215 E. Franklin    	42/12	F6

713 E. Franklin    	42/7	F6

317 E. Franklin    	42/10	F6

321 E. Franklin    	42/9	F6

324 E. Franklin    	42/8	F6

413 E. Franklin    	42/19	E6, G6

413 W. Franklin    	42/34	F5 (garage)

415 W. Franklin    	42/35	F5

425 W. Franklin    	43/0	F5

427 W. Franklin    	43/1	F5

732 W. Franklin    	43/25	F4

814 W. Franklin    	43/24	F4

818 W. Franklin    	43/23	F4

821 W. Franklin    	43/21	F4

1012 W. Franklin    	43/22	F4



200 Hamilton    		22/3	F7

701 Hamilton    		50/4	E6



212 E. Howard    		37/31	F6

217 E. Howard    		32/9	F6

224 E. Howard    		37/32	F6

227 E. Howard    		37/6	F6

324 E. Howard    		37/33	F6

326 E. Howard    		37/34	F6

331 E. Howard    		37/5	F6

419 E. Howard    		37/4	F6



111 James    		43/29	F4

122 James    		43/30	F4



105 Jefferson        	24/3	F6

910 Jefferson    		45/25	E6

915 Jefferson    		45/23	E6
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100 MacFarlane    	23/11	G5

300 MacFarlane    	33/18	F5

409 MacFarlane    	31/27	G5

1010 MacFarlane    	45/34	F5

1116 MacFarlane    	46/29	F5



10 Main    			30/27	F6

11 Main    			30/28	F6

13 Main			30/29 F6

15 Main    			30/30	F6



115 E. Marion    		44/15	F6

123 E. Marion    		45/14	F6

132 E. Marion    		45/6	F6

208 E. Marion    		45/1	F6

225 E. Marion    		44/30	F6



614 Monroe    		41/18	F6



116 W. Mullett    	48/9	G6

117 W. Mullett    	48/8	G6

131 W. Mullett    	48/7	G6

W. Mullett along Canal	48/6	G6 (levee control station)



206 W. Oneida		46/28	F5

209 W. Oneida    		47/2	E5

211 W. Oneida    		47/3	E5

212 W. Oneida		46/27 F5

213 W. Oneida    		47/4	E5

216 W. Oneida		46/26	F5

217 W. Oneida    		47/5	E5

219 W. Oneida    		47/6	E5

220 W. Oneida		46/25 F5

221 W. Oneida    		47/7	E5

224 W. Oneida		46/24	F5

310 W. Oneida		46/20	F5

316 W. Oneida		46/19	F5

320 W. Oneida		46/18	F5

322 W. Oneida		46/17	F5

400 W. Oneida    		47/3	E5

407-13 W. Oneida    	47/19	E5

426 W. Oneida		46/14	F5

428 W. Oneida		46/13	F5

430 W. Oneida		50/29	F5

502 W. Oneida		46/12	F5

516 W. Oneida		50/30	F5

520 W. Oneida		50/31	F5

524 W. Oneida		46/11	F5
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110 E. Oneida		43/29 E6



107 Pauquette    		48/33	G6

111 Pauquette    		48/34	G6

119 Pauquette    		48/35	G6



108 E. Pleasant    	35/28	F6

116 E. Pleasant    	35/29	F6

122 E. Pleasant    	35/30	F6

124 E. Pleasant    	35/31	F6

128 E. Pleasant    	35/32	F6

132 E. Pleasant    	35/33	F6

134 E. Pleasant    	35/34	F6

201 E. Pleasant    	36/13	F6

207 E. Pleasant    	36/14	F6

208 E. Pleasant    	37/3	F6

211 E. Pleasant    	36/15	F6

212 E. Pleasant    	37/2	F6

215 E. Pleasant    	38/16	F6

216 E. Pleasant    	37/1	F6

217 E. Pleasant    	36/17	F6

218 E. Pleasant    	36/35	F6

220 E. Pleasant    	36/34	F6

221 E. Pleasant    	36/18	F6

222 E. Pleasant    	36/33	F6

225 E. Pleasant    	36/19	F6

229 E. Pleasant    	36/20	F6

300 E. Pleasant    	36/30	F6

314 E. Pleasant    	36/29	F6

327 E. Pleasant    	36/21	F6

328 E. Pleasant    	36/27	F6

330 E. Pleasant    	36/28	F6

331 E. Pleasant    	36/22	F6

402 E. Pleasant    	36/26	F6

405 E. Pleasant    	36/23	F6

414 E. Pleasant    	36/25	F6

421 E. Pleasant    	36/24	F6



120 W. Pleasant    	35/13 F6

202 W. Pleasant    	35/16	F6

208 W. Pleasant    	35/17	F6

210 W. Pleasant    	35/18	F6

214 W. Pleasant    	35/19	F6

710 W. Pleasant    	34/3	G5

724 W. Pleasant    	34/2	G5

725 W. Pleasant    	50/22	G5

729 W. Pleasant    	34/5	G5

805 W. Pleasant    	33/20	G5

810 W. Pleasant    	33/19	G5
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814 W. Pleasant    	33/18	G5

819 W. Pleasant    	33/21	G5

823 W. Pleasant    	34/0	G5

911 W. Pleasant    	34/1	G5		

910 W. Pleasant    	23/17	G4

1230 W. Pleasant    	44/34	G4



120 River    		43/26	F4

126 River    		43/27	F4

131 River    		43/28	F4

225 River    		44/3	F4

305 River    		44/4	F4

308 River    		44/18	F4

320 River    		44/17	F4

321 River    		44/13	F4

330 River    		44/16	F4

327 River    		44/14	F4

337 River    		44/15	F4

409 River    		44/20	F4



621 Silver Lake Dr.	47/29	D5

647 Silver Lake Dr.	47/30	D5



Superior and Center	48/3  F7 (Wisconsin Central Depot)



204 Thompson    		48/3	G7

505 Thompson    		49/5	G7

Thompson and Michigan	49/7	G7 (fairgrounds)



301 Townsend    		49/11	G7



202 Volk    		47/21	E5

306 Volk    		47/22	E5

310 Volk    		47/23	E5

410 Volk    		47/24	E5

515 Volk    		47/27	E5



317 Washington    	47/6	G7



110 Wauona Trail		49/13	G7

904 Wauona Trail		49/18	G7

Wauona Trail and Town-  49/15	G7 (markers)

  send

Wauona Trail (north)	49/16	G7 (markers)



311 E. Wisconsin    	48/29	G6

E. Wisconsin at		

  Pauquette			48/31 G6 (Riverside Park)

407 E. Wisconsin    	49/1	G6
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501 E. Wisconsin    	49/2	G6

515 E. Wisconsin    	55/27	G6

1000 E. Wisconsin    	49/16	H7

1001 E. Wisconsin    	49/12	H7

1321 E. Wisconsin    	35/26 H7



430 W. Wisconsin    	35/1	G5

437 W. Wisconsin    	38/17	F5

616 W. Wisconsin    	39/1	F5

630 W. Wisconsin    	39/3	F5

711 W. Wisconsin    	43/7	F5

729 W. Wisconsin    	43/8	F5

731 W. Wisconsin    	43/9	F5

819 W. Wisconsin    	43/15	F5

824 W. Wisconsin    	43/2	F5

825 W. Wisconsin    	43/16	F5

931 W. Wisconsin    	43/17	F5

935 W. Wisconsin    	43/18	F5

943 W. Wisconsin    	43/19	F5

946 W. Wisconsin    	43/20	F4

947 W. Wisconsin    	43/34	F4

1009 W. Wisconsin    	43/35	F4

1023 W. Wisconsin    	44/1	F4

1024 W. Wisconsin    	53/22	F4

1032 W. Wisconsin    	51/27	F4 

1038 W. Wisconsin    	43/31	F4

1053 W. Wisconsin    	44/2	F4

1200 W. Wisconsin    	44/8	E4

1207 W. Wisconsin    	44/6	E4

1209 W. Wisconsin    	44/5	E4

1296 W. Wisconsin    	44/9	E4

1300 W. Wisconsin    	44/11	E4

1307 W. Wisconsin    	44/12	E4

�	 CHAPTER XV: RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER PRESERVATION WORK IN PORTAGE





	Current Preservation Initiatives



The 1992-1993 survey of the City of Portage occurred within the context of multiple preservation initiatives which began as early as 1965 (Governor's Committee on the Portage Canal 1965).  In that year, the governor's office initiated a study to assess the economic feasibility of developing the site of Fort Winnebago for interpretive purposes and partially restoring the Portage Canal for historical interpretation and recreational use.  Frank and Stein who submitted their multi-volume report in 1967 and 1968 found that the development of the project would support a tourist industry of sufficient size not only to sustain the project but enhance the businesses within the retail district.  Frank and Stein envisioned reconstruction of a portion of the fort, the restoration of the locks and opening of the canal to small boats, and the construction of an interpretive center.  They suggested a study of the historic buildings in the retail district along adjacent Cook, W. Wisconsin, and DeWitt.  This portion of the project was then not a major focus of concern.  However, the consultant indicated that project success relied on support of the project by a state or federal agency such as the State Historical Society of Wisconsin.  Since the State Historical Society of Wisconsin was not prepared to pursue the undertaking, the project as a whole did not progress beyond the planning stages.



However, community groups have gradually initiated major preservation projects in the city.  In 1977, the Portage Canal Society achieved the nomination of the Portage Canal to the National Register of Historic Places.  Other properties in or adjacent to the city were nominated to the National Register between 1970 and 1993: Fort Winnebago Surgeon's Quarters, Fort Winnebago, Indian Agency House, Fox-Wisconsin Portage Site, Zona Gale House, the Henry Merrell House, and the Society Hill District.  Three of these properties are currently owned and interpreted by historically-oriented organizations.



Additionally, the Canal Society, the Portage Area Chamber of Commerce, the Business Improvement District, the City of Portage Tourism Committee, Portage Landmarks Preservation Society, Daughters of the American Revolution, Colonial Dames, and other local organizations support and sponsor projects and events which rehabilitate, interpret, and enhance Portage's historic properties.  The Portage Canal Society oversaw the clean-up of the canal beginning in 1975.  In 1986, Ray Lenzi, then the Columbia County Community Development Agent of the University of Wisconsin Extension office, in cooperation with the Portage Canal Society and other local groups continued to develop plans for the preservation and public interpretation of the canal and fort first broached in the mid-1960s.  He proposed the creation of Historic Portage Canal-Fort Winnebago Park in Portage.  The goal of this project was to provide a close coordination between and a common promotion of historic properties then being interpreted including the Portage Canal, the Fort Winnebago area which includes the Surgeons Quarters and Indian Agency House, the Joliet-Marquette Hiking Trail, and the Ice Age Trail.  He proposed their preservation and suggested the development of a cultural center.  In the 1983 environmental impact study, the Army Corps of Engineers reiterated this notion of a linear park along the levees and the canal (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 1983: 78; see also 1981: B-46).  Proposals presented by Carol Williamson, Executive Director of the Portage Area Chamber of Commerce, and Anne Mahnke, Director of the Portage's Park and Recreation Department, outlined a trail system connecting the existing trails within the city to those along the levee and canal (Portage Ad Hoc Committee on the Portage Canal and Flood Control 1992: 72).

 

Additional existing improvements along the canal include the construction of an approximately 2000 foot long rustic retaining wall along its southeast bank west of Adams in the retail district; landscaping; the completion of a rustic footbridge over the canal to provide senior citizen access to the retail district; the improvement of a 14 mile segment of the Ice Age Hiking Trail (1987) along the south bank of the canal and the Fox and Wisconsin rivers; and the development of a canoe trail with necessary signs, pier access, and portages over or around the locks along the canal and the Fox River to Governor Bend Park.  Improvements in the retail districts and along major streets in the city include the installation of historic style streetlights and tree guards in the retail area, the completion of a city walking tour, publication of pamphlets promoting heritage tourism within the city, the placement of local landmark plaques on buildings which the community feels is significant to its heritage, and the development of Old French or Canal Days as an annual event to celebrate Portage's heritage (Kleist 1993).  From the turn of the century, the Wau-Bun Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution has placed plaques and markers marking historic sites such as Fort Winnebago, the Fort Winnebago Cemetery, Joliet-Marquette Trail, the Military Road, the site of the Catholic Chapel, and the site of Pierre Pauquette's ferry landing.  Recently, the Portage Landmarks Preservation Society has added banners to denote Portage's historic streets.  In the fall of 1993, the State Historical Society of Wisconsin placed a marker in Commerce Mall honoring Frederick Jackson Turner who was born and raised in Portage.  The marker commemorates the centennial of Turner's work as one of America's foremost historians, recognizing his thesis entitled "The Significance of the Frontier in American History" presented in 1893.  The Portage Area Chamber of Commerce, the Columbia County Historical Society, and the Canal Society sponsored the marker.



In 1988, General Engineering Company, Inc. of Portage conducted a feasibility study for re-opening the Portage Canal to recreational motorboats, quasi-historic smaller river boats, and paddle wheel tourists boats between the Fox River and the Wisconsin River.  It addressed alternative ways of re-opening the canal, considered the environmental issues, and presented the engineering costs of the project.  This study examined reconditioning the Wisconsin locks, rebuilding the Winnebago locks, replacement of the arched culverts which cross the canal adjacent to the city's retail area, necessary dredging to create a two foot channel, and other improvements required to make the waterway fully functional (General Engineering Company, Inc. 1988).  General Engineering updated this study in 1992 for the city's Ad Hoc Committee on the Portage Canal and Flood Control (1992).  This citizen's committee formed to ensure the preservation of the canal as the Army Corps of Engineers pursues the rebuilding of the Portage Levee which could block the canal's access to the Wisconsin River (U.S. Army Corps of Engineering 1981; 1983).  The Portage Area Chamber of Commerce successfully obtained $80,000 from the state legislature to fund feasibility and economic impact studies.  These investigations will determine the canal's terminus in the U.S. Army Corp of Engineer's Portage Levee and ascertain how best to access water to the canal.  It will examine the feasibility of reopening the canal to recreational boat traffic and investigate the extent and integrity of historical archaeological deposits associated with Fort Winnebago to determine which portions lend themselves to public interpretation.  The steering committee for the project includes city officials and the Portage Area Chamber of Commerce.  In 1994, the committee will conclude its economic and engineering feasibility studies.



Clearly, the citizens of Portage have taken an active role in the preservation, interpretation, and development of their historical and natural resources.





	The Role of the 1992-1993 Survey in Historic Preservation



The architectural and historical survey of Portage is one of many preservation initiatives in the city.  It provides a basis on which the city can strengthen its preservation efforts.  The survey indicates those areas and individual properties which possess architectural and historical significance.  This listing along with information presented in the report may be utilized in the continued development of heritage tourism in the city by local organizations.  City organizations may utilize the data collected for the properties as they pursue preservation initiatives, for example further nominations, urban planning, tax credit applications, and other preservation programs noted below.  These preliminary districts permit the City of Portage to avoid demolision of important historical resources as it plans expansion of city services.  It may find that adaptive reuse of vacant historical buildings not only preserves the familiar city scapes but is economically advantageous.  These data may be used to interpret properties to develop community awareness of historical resources.  It is these resources which make Portage distinctiveness and give identity to its community members.



Historic preservation in Portage can assist continued economic development of the retail areas.  Preservation in the city requires the preservation of Portage's irreplaceable buildings, structures, and sites within and adjacent to the city, the rehabilitation of key significant properties, and the adaptive reuse of these and contextual vernacular, pre-1942 buildings to current needs.  To achieve these ends, the most important initial goal is to raise community awareness of its significant resources, generate public support for their proper treatment, and increase active participation in community preservation.  As indicated, public participation by individuals and groups is high.  However, coordination of the preservation goals pursued by these groups will enhance the products they achieve.



The following sections will present recommendations to complete the survey and nomination program begun in 1992 and offer possible preservation programs and the ways in which they can benefit Portage's preservation needs.





	Recommended National Register Nominations



The survey examined every property within the city limits in 1992-1993, and the survey report addresses the major themes in Portage's historical development.  Nominations for the Portage Retail District and the Portage Industrial Waterfront were prepared.  The nomination of other districts and individually eligible properties will require some additional research.  The ownership history and building dates of each domestic property may generally be determined by an examination of the tax assessment records stored at the Portage City Hall.  They date from 1863 (Columbia Co. Treasurer 1863-).  Additional records assisting this effort may include Sanborn-Perris maps, additional less detailed maps, and street directories.  An abstract of title for each property including a pre-1863 dwelling will prove very useful in deriving this information.  If the building is to be nominated under criterion B, data concerning important people is available in the Local History Files of the Portage Public Library.  Additional sources include the county histories (Butterfield 1880; Jones 1914; Ogle 1901; Columbia County Historical Society 1982), Wisconsin Necrology available at the reference section of the library of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin (Wisconsin Necrology), and individual census data.  The results section, chapter XIV, lists the potential districts.  Because they include properties which may be threatened by future projects, those within the proposed Church Hill District and the Railroad District with the adjacent, individually eligible properties as well as the Masonic Hall, Elk's Lodge, and Wisconsin Central Railroad Depot in Ward I are priority projects.  If individual property owners wish to nominate their properties, a listing of potentially individually eligible properties is included in chapter XIV and indicated on the large district maps available for inspection at the Portage Public Library.



In order to receive protection and the benefits of most preservation programs, properties require nomination to the National Register or in some cases a determination of eligibility for the National Register will suffice.  Placed on the same form, a formal determination of eligibility is very similar to a National Register nomination except that it lacks some of the photography and map elements of the nomination and is not considered by the state review committee or the National Park Service.  While properties which are determined eligible for the National Register receive similar protection from federal and some state-level actions, a nomination is usually required for participation in state and federal preservation programs.



Property protection generally means that federal actions or agents receiving federal funding, licenses or leases which directly or indirectly, often visually, affect a National Register property or one determined eligible for the National Register must consider whether their action adversely affects the property.  This consideration is usually completed through a cultural resources impact study.  The review of such studies by the Review and Compliance Section of Historic Preservation Division is generally referred to as Section 106 review.  This process refers to a specific portion of the 1966 National Historic Preservation Act which regulates this study of property impacts.  Frequent federal or state activities which result in such impact studies within a city such as Portage may include, for example, the alteration of the direction or width of a state highway, the replacement of a pre-1942 building by a new complex funded in part by the Farmers Home Administration for elderly or low income housing or funding by the federal Department of Economic Development to install utility improvements through a potentially historic neighborhood.  A conclusion of an adverse effect by the impact study frequently results in the preservation of affected architecturally and historically significant properties.  State law also requires that local governments determine the ways in which their actions will affect historic properties.  When improvements may result in demolition, sales, leases or rehabilitations of properties listed in the state register, local governments must notify the State Historic Preservation Officer of such proposed actions.  They must notify the State Historical Society of Wisconsin of the demolition of historic buildings thirty days prior to the action.  Adverse effects of the project on the property may require negotiation to mitigate the adverse effects of the action on the historic property.  However, listing in the National Register does not prevent private demolition or unsuitable alterations.  Private actions including new construction, exterior alterations, and demolition may be monitored only at the local level through local historic preservation building ordinances which are authorized by state statute.  Such ordinances are possible because they regulate a community's quality of life.  They preserve the places through which current and future community members do and will identify with their municipality.  They preserve a kind of architecture which in its materials, form, its massing, and decorative details provides a visual richness often not available from current day buildings.





	Potential Preservation Programs



Even without participation in specific programs, the registration of properties carries a number of tangible as well as intangible benefits.  The preservation of a city's past built environment strengthen's individual ties and commitment to the community.  Preservation of familiar environments enhances personal and group identity with a place.  Central to this personal association is an awareness of the family and community origins; the ways in which individuals and locations relate to one another.  This knowledge gives meaning to individual buildings, structures, and sites.  Such meaningful ties provide a sense of security and purpose in the rapidly changing culture which Americans now experience.  Beyond these mental associations, the diversity, craftsmanship, and richness of materials and design of historic places provide a visually pleasing and sensually interesting environment in which to live and work.



The identity with place generally grows from uniqueness of the community's past.  While many communities share common threads of history whether it be their commercial or industrial growth or the organizations which they form to accomplish community functions, each community combines these familiar and occasionally not so familiar threads into a unique story.  Portage's origins along the Portage between the two rivers, its associations with Fort Winnebago and associated historic properties, the construction of the canal, the city's position as a retail and commercial center at the back door to the Wisconsin pineries, its role as an important railroad center, and its German heritage are all central themes in the city's history.  These themes make Portage's past unique.



In addition to these more qualitative benefits, the preservation of individual properties and districts also hold quantitative benefits.  Communities generally save tax revenue by rehabilitating and restoring older buildings for public use.  Property values may rise within revitalized historic districts.  The rehabilitation of vacant buildings which is almost always less expensive than building anew adds properties to the tax base once again.  The overall maintenance, rehabilitation, and restoration efforts by a few key building owners within an historic district often stimulates similar activity within the neighborhood.  Building reuse frequently proves to be less expensive because it avoids demolition costs, the buildings can usually be acquired for a relatively low price, material costs for rehabilitating buildings are markedly less than purchasing all new materials, and building rehabilitation can be staged so that costs are not absorbed at one time.  Building rehabilitation and restoration is labor intensive and unlike new construction requires the purchase of limited materials.  Thus, as opposed to new construction, a higher percent of the monies spent on rehabilitation supports local labor.  Because the foundation and structure of a standing building already exist, rehabilitation projects usually reach completion more rapidly than new building projects.  Once the building has undergone rehabilitation, operating and maintenance costs generally equal or are less than those for a newly constructed building of comparable size.  Tax advantages which are briefly discussed in the programs listed below are available for the reuse of National Register buildings (see Rausch 1992: 281-83).



Preservation programs sponsored by both the federal and state government financially assist and often help to programmatically organize the preservation efforts at the local level.





Survey and Planning Subgrants



When available, the Historic Preservation Division provides matching survey and planning subgrants to communities and organizations for a number of historic preservation projects.  They may assist in the identification and evaluation of properties, the preparation of National Register nominations, preservation planning to ensure the survival of historic buildings and areas, and educational activities informing the public about local programs and Portage history.



For Portage, such programs may assist the nomination of districts outlined in this report; the production of brochures, exhibits, and slide shows illustrating historic Portage; the installation of preservation planning into the local city master plan as outlined below; and research.  Planning subgrants can assist the study of historical archaeological and prehistorical archaeological sites known to exist in and adjacent to Portage.  Such subgrants may permit the planning of appropriate interpretation programs for those sites.  Interpretation need not always include expensive reconstruction activities.  Interpretation may very effectively focus on exposed and protected archaeological remains through simple exhibit panels in conjunction with oral explanations of the archaeological remains appropriately highlighted by flood lighting.  Such an approach which avoids complicated technical systems is often historically more appropriate because of its simplicity.  The simplicity of approach also requires that the visitor take a more active role in viewing the exhibit.  Such a visitor frequently departs with a more complete understanding of and hopefully further questions about the exhibit than the passive observer.  





Certified Local Government



The federal government initiated the Certified Local Government (CLG) program through the 1980 amendment to the National Historic Preservation Act which also authorizes the National Register program.  The Local Preservation Coordinator of the Historic Preservation Division of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin administers this program.  Eighteen communities and one county in Wisconsin have joined the CLG program.  Joining the program in 1993, Columbus is Wisconsin's newest CLG.  To become a Certified Local Government, the State Historic Preservation Officer at the head of the Historic Preservation Division and the National Park Service must certify that the local unit of government such as a city has met specific requirements.  The city must prepare and enforce an ordinance which designates and protects locally significant buildings.  This ordinance generally prevents the demolition of listed properties.  For locally designated landmarks, it includes a set of building standards usually limiting certain classes of permanent design and material changes along the facade and specifying guidelines for new construction or improvement.  Those buildings listed by the CLG usually include National Register properties, but their listing may also protect properties with important local historical associations which do not qualify for the National Register.  This ordinance must also create a local preservation commission which guides the programs specified in the ordinance including the enforcement of the local preservation ordinances.  Whenever possible, community members who work in the areas of architectural history, history, architecture, and archaeology should compose the commission.  The CLG must also maintain a system to identify and register locally important buildings, those affected by the preservation ordinances.  Finally, the CLG must permit public participation in the program through publication of its decision and the sponsorship of other public education programs.



In addition to protecting locally designated historic properties through its ordinances, the CLG gains other benefits.  Matching subgrants provided to each state from the Historic Preservation fund are designated specifically for the support of preservation activities of the Certified Local Governments.  These subgrants may support the survey and evaluation of historical properties, the preparation of National Register nominations, the creation of the municipal preservation plan, the administration of municipal historic preservation programs, and educational preservation activities such as workshops and preparation of slide or video programs, brochures, booklets, and other publications.  CLG designation permits the application of the historic building code to locally designated properties (see below).  The CLG reviews National Register nominations of properties within its municipal boundaries prior to their review by the State Historic Preservation Review Board.



Often completed in tandem with the creation of a city's historic preservation ordinance, the development of a preservation plan permits the insertion of historic preservation planning into the city's overall master plan.  Survey and Planning Subgrants support these planning projects.  The master plan permits the community to develop in ways that harmoniously enhance historic preservation while meeting the economic, recreational, housing, and transportation needs of the community.  For example, elderly housing may be placed in rehabilitated buildings by local investors using tax credits.  Or, the transportation network within the city may be altered to create traffic patterns which enhance rather than detract from the historic districts of the community.  The historic preservation plan, then, sets policy guidelines not only for the protection of the city's properties but for the development of city improvements in ways which compliment historic properties.  Master planning often utilizes zoning ordinances.  It specifies guidelines for building rehabilitation and new construction which may vary by designated areas.  Such zoning ordinances may regulate the use of the buildings, the type of street development or the landscaping within specified areas.  The plan may incorporate goals regarding the preservation, rehabilitation, maintenance, interpretation, and promotion of privately owned areas related to Fort Winnebago, the Portage Canal, and properties within the Portage Retail District and Portage Industrial Waterfront.  Such plans should be developed with close coordination between the city engineer, the city parks and recreation director, the Portage Area Chamber of Commerce, business organizations, the Portage Canal Society, the Portage Landmarks Preservation Society, and similar organizations and the Historic Preservation Division.  Model plans are available for inspection.





The Wisconsin Main Street Program



Twenty Wisconsin cities ranging in size from Columbus and Richland Center to La Crosse have joined the Wisconsin Main Street program.  Striving to maintain historic downtowns rather than suburban malls as the center of business, this program focuses on the revitalization of the community's main street businesses.  The program dovetails the restoration of the historic appearance of the downtown with the more familiar economic development techniques.  The Wisconsin Department of Development sponsors the Wisconsin Main Street Program and selects about three to four Main Street communities annually.  In cooperation with the National Trust, this central state office provides its Main Street communities with three years of expert, technical assistance and training through workshops and other resources.  Through the workshop format, business persons and other community members gather in a retreat-like atmosphere to discern where the retailing problems lie and determine the changes which would benefit main street.  They ascertain strategies for attracting new businesses and tourists, adjusting current businesses to new needs, and building and landscaping renovations which highlight rather than hide the main street buildings.  The central office provides on-site visits to develop solutions for identified problems.  Main Street offers a carefully phased, four point program.  



1) Organization: A central, volunteer organizing agency must create cooperation among the community business groups so that the individual retailers may work together to improve the central retail area.  The individual property owners, bankers, municipal government, chamber of commerce, realtors, business organizations, and civic groups must be united to a common purpose.  This board must raise a sufficient level of funding to support the three year program.  Leadership under a main street coordinator greatly assists business organization, further fund raising, and the gathering of necessary data and technical information.



2) Data Collection and Economic Diversification: The program conducts a comprehensive examination of the market structure to inventory existing businesses, determine the communities in which their customers live, and understand consumer needs in the community.  The program may then assist businesses restructure their inventory and marketing strategy where desirable and attract new businesses to meet consumer needs.  In business recruitment, it actively seeks those retailers who meet the community's needs as identified in its survey.  The program seeks ways to fill vacant spaces by adapting new functions to existing spaces.



3) Promotion: The Main Street Program markets the retail district to encourage use of the downtown as an attractive place to shop and meet consumer needs and to socialize.  The marketing campaign is aimed at both the shoppers and investors.  In addition to written and graphic promotional materials, the program sponsors special retail events and festivals generally emphasizing historical themes.  Nationwide, communities utilize festivals to celebrate their heritage, raise monies to support their revitalization program, enhance its image based on the community's principal historical themes, and very importantly build the community's pride.  The process of educating the public about its own past and its own physical resources contributes significantly to the creation of this positive image and the restoration of pride.  Such education efforts may occur, for example, through public schools lesson plans, senior citizen programs which emphasize their past through oral history projects, the local newspaper, and art and historical exhibits in public building and main street building fronts.  These strategies which guide the community to discover itself once again are essential to enlisting community support in the revitalization effort.



4) Design: The state Main Street Program provides technical information and on-site visits to assist building rehabilitation and adaptive reuse.  The Main Street Program produces an overall design scheme for the downtown based on the original historic appearance of the buildings in the retail center.  It is an honest design often using simple techniques to revive the original main street appearance.  The design addresses the entire environment including the buildings and their storefronts, the displays within the storefronts, the signs, public improvements, and landscaping.  Building rehabilitation and adaptive reuse of underutilized space according to an overall scheme boosts real estate values.  Reuse of retail spaces may include housing, office, and recreational spaces; services-oriented businesses, and cultural facilities.  The program may also administer low interest loans to support rehabilitation.  Often the renovation of key buildings within the retail area becomes infectious and other building owners begin similar renovation efforts.  Although the process may appear somewhat similar to that followed in the 1950s and 1960s remodeling era, the approach is the enhancement rather than the covering of the original buildings.  It produces a unique, warm, personal atmosphere in which to shop in stark contrast to the "cookie cutter" strip malls which grow on the outskirts of today's cities.  





National Trust Seed Grants



The National Trust of Historic Preservation offers communities small seed grants of $500 to $5000.  These monies are used to stimulate historic preservation in individual communities.  The National Trust's Preservation Services Funds provides the 50-50 matching funding for these grants.  The Trust holds three competitive granting cycles annually.  Both nonprofit organizations and public agencies may participate.  Beloit used these seed monies to restore two buildings which will provide affordable housing to its citizenry.  The project is also intended to stimulate similar enterprises in the city.  Ben Handy of the National Trust's Midwest Regional Office (312-939-5547) currently provides information about these grants.





Historic Building Codes



The Historic Building Code permits owners who rehabilitate or restore historic buildings the use of design alternatives necessary to maintain their property's original design elements while ensuring its safety.  Its flexibility allows the use of historic materials, construction techniques, and designs which may not be feasible following building codes established for non-historic buildings.  For example, the Historic Building Code does not require that all openings reach a specific width.  Public buildings open as historic restorations need not have a handicapped access ramp if a similar experience may be provided in an adjacent building.  Or, the ramp may be placed in a less obtrusive position than the front of building.  Under the Historic Building Code, historic buildings are those entered into the National Register of Historic Places or the State Register of Historic Places as individually eligible or as part of a district or buildings designated as historic under the municipal preservation or landmark ordinance of Certified Local Governments.  To qualify, property owners must submit verification of their property's historic status from the Historic Preservation Division of the State Historical Society or from the municipal government to the Department of Industry, Labor and Human Relations, Safety and Building Division who administers this code.





Tax Incentives for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings



Owners of historic properties may benefit financially if they choose to rehabilitate their property.  This financial benefit is known as the federal and state tax credits.  To receive tax credits, building rehabilitation must follow the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation.  These standards essentially mean that during the refurbishing of a building, the historic design features and materials of an historic building will be repaired rather than replaced or removed.  If replacement of deteriorated elements becomes necessary, then the new materials and design must as much as possible accurately parallel the original.  The new use for which the building is being adapted should be physically although not necessarily functionally compatible to the original use.  The Secretary's Standards permit new additions but require that they do not detract from the overall appearance of the original building in size, scale, material, color, design, and character (U.S. Department of the Interior 1982).



There are three kinds of tax credit programs in Wisconsin.  The guidelines of the program alter periodically, and the following summary provides the current 1993 ruling.  (1) The Federal 20% Historic Rehabilitation Credit program is a 20% tax investment credit applicable to federal taxes for income producing properties.  These properties can be business or residential as long as they produce some income.  For example, the owner may rent them as office or residential space.  They must be listed on the National Register of Historic Places as an individual property or as part of a district.  There is a minimum ceiling for project costs for receipt of federal tax credits, but there is no maximum credit limit.  The owner must spend as much money on the rehabilitation as the adjusted basis, that is the depreciated value of the building, or $5000 whichever is greater.  All work performed on the interior and exterior of the building qualifies for the tax credit.  If the property is sold within five years, a portion of the tax credit must be repaid.  The National Park Service charges a fee for project review.  (2) The Wisconsin 5% Supplement to the Federal Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit allows an additional 5% for Wisconsin investment tax credits for those who qualify for the 20% federal tax credit.  This supplement applies to income producing properties, and the owner must apply for and receive project approval from the Historic Preservation Division before the beginning of actual rehabilitation work.  Thus, if work is begun prior to project approval, the project is not eligible for this additional 5% supplement.  (3) Finally, the Wisconsin 25% Historic Rehabilitation Credit applies to individuals rehabilitating non-income producing, personal properties.  The property may be list on either the National or State register as an individual property or as part of a district.  If the rehabilitation project began before project approval, the expenses generated prior to approval are not eligible.  Individuals must spend at least $10,000 on their project to receive this tax credit.  The allowable maximum tax credit is $10,000.  For the state credit program, there is no program review fee.  These tax credits apply only to exterior work and the rehabilitation of interior elements including structural, electrical, mechanical, and plumbing systems but not interior remodeling.  There is also a pay-back if the property is sold within five years of claiming the credit.



To receive federal or state tax credits, the owner must formally apply on the required forms to the Division of Historic Preservation Division at the State Historical Society of Historic Preservation before beginning the project.





Federal Tax Deduction for Historic Facade Easements



Under the revised Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980, the federal revenue code permits tax deduction for charitable contributions of preservation easements.  A legal agreement between a property owner and holder of the easement, an easement regulates the treatment of the property by the current and future owners.  Preservation easements protect historic buildings by specifying the continued maintenance of the existing 1) setting or surrounding property, 2) exterior appearance, and/or 3) interior appearance of the property.  The agreement to maintain a property may occur between the owner and a local, state or federal government.  The donor of this easement is qualified to take a charitable tax deduction at the appropriate government level for the value of the easement that is donated to a tax-exempt charitable organization or public agency.





	Possible Preservation Initiatives at the Local Level



As indicated, an important first step in community historic preservation becomes the stimulation of public awareness about historical properties in Portage.  These messages communicate the need to preserve individual properties and the records and oral testimony which document them and publicizes the benefits of community historic preservation.  Often, community members remain unaware of the threats to their historically built environment.  Community organizations in Portage already individually sponsor a large number of preservation-related programs.  This effort might be coordinated through a central organization, for example the Portage Area Chamber of Commerce and/or eventually a CLG commission and Main Street program.  Such communications should be oriented toward community members, retail merchants, community service organizations, and the schools as well as tourists visiting Portage.



Many of the possible local initiatives suggested below are not new to Portage.  But, a central coordinating agency or agencies working within an overall plan may enhance their effectiveness.



1. The creation and funding of a central repository to collect and file data by historic property would provide readily available information to use in property interpretation.  Such files are useful for nominations, educational needs such as brochures and interpretive pamphlets, building rehabilitation, local history education in the schools, and financial assistance applications.  Data generated by this and other surveys in addition to the information available in the library's Local History Files can provide the initial basis for such a file.  However, although such an undertaking might logically occur at the Portage Public Library, it requires considerable coordination of information.  Such a task would necessitate the funding of a partial archivist position.  To make the project successful, use of this resource by businesses, the schools, and local organization would require promotion.  Such a collection under the maintenance of a professional position may serve as the nucleus of a Portage area historical society.



2. The development of walking tour brochures for the different historic districts in Portage would introduce the community and tourists to the historic properties 

in Portage.  Funding is available through Planning and Survey Subgrants.  The brochure might be coordinated with a marker program such as the one established by the Portage Landmark Preservation Society to coordinate brochure and landmark signs.  The marker program might systematically recognize those buildings or areas protected by a landmarks ordinance.  Portage has also received funds to develop canoe guides which explain the historic and natural features along adjacent waterways.



3. Survey information may be used by city realtors, retailers, and community organizations in appropriate advertisements to attract business to Portage.  One possible use of such information already initiated by city realtors and business organizations is a listing of buildings available for sale, adaptive reuse, and rehabilitation.  These owners would be eligible for federal tax credits and subject to the less stringent historic building codes.  Possible historic buildings in Portage which might undergo rehabilitation and adaptive reuse or use expansion include the Weyenberg Shoe Factory (923 Adams, 45/24), the American Hotel 1212 DeWitt, 46/35), the railroad freight depot owned by D.J. Insulation (4-7-411 West Oneida, 47/12), Soo Line Railroad Station owned by Thermogas (northeast corner of Superior and Center, 48/3), the railroad roundhouse turntable (northwest corner of W. Oneida and Armstrong, 47/15, 47/17), the Clough School Building owned and used by the Portage School District (904 DeWitt, 42/20), the Cooperative Creamery Building (233 W. Edgewater, 23/23), the Portage Hosiery Mill (107 W. Mullett, 48/11), the Sunnyside Feed Mill (131 E. Mullett, 48/20), the Masonic Temple (115 W. Conant, 31/15), Elks' Lodge (201 W. Conant, 31/16), and the former Murison Furniture Store (310 DeWitt, 25/18).  Many of these buildings or building complexes are relatively large and adaptive to such uses as elderly housing units and apartments, shopping units, and office space.  Built to support heavy loads, some of these buildings might easily accommodate city and county services and storage.  City realtors in corroboration with a company experienced in historic building rehabilitation can provide the appropriate combination of advertising and skills to attract retailers and small industries within and outside of Portage.



4. Under the direction of a Main Street Program and/or the aegis of the local banks, a revolving low interest loan fund might be established to purchase, rehabilitate, and resell historical properties such as those listed in item number 3.  This fund might also offer low interest loans to private property owners for building restoration, rehabilitation, and adaptive reuse.



5. A central guiding agency such as a Main Street Program or existing business organization might coordinate and create additional activities sponsored by local organizations and ensure their proper promotion.



6. The city should strive to maintain the historic appearance of major entrance corridors into the city, for example the east and west end of Cook Street, the north end of DeWitt south of the railroad tracks, the north and south ends of W. Wisconsin.  The Public Works Department and community organizations might pursue appropriate landscaping in these areas and the city might establish some zoning regulations to maintain the scenic and historic quality of these areas.



7. A leading business organization or Main Street program might hold workshops to educate local retailers and residential property owners about technical information concerning building rehabilitation, adaptive reuse, and possible financing approaches.  The Historic Preservation Division provides assistance in this area at such workshops.



8. Portage's continued involvement with the Wisconsin Department of Development which sponsors its heritage tourism program assists with the promotion of its historic and economic resources.





	Threats to Historic Buildings in Portage



Portage has suffered the gradual removal of a relatively large number of pre-1900, large retail, industrial, and public buildings along the edges of the retail district, at the border of the industrial area along E. Wisconsin and along the railroad tracks, and randomly across the residential sections.  Despite this loss, Portage continues to include a large number of retail buildings dating from the late 1860s into the 1890s in its retail area.  But, many of their lower stories remain hidden behind more recent building fronts.  Although many of Portage's industrial buildings no longer stand, those remaining in the Industrial Waterfront District are relatively unchanged.  Many of the pre-1920 dwellings have undergone remodeling particularly by the application of aluminum siding and additions, but many of the cream brick residences as well as the more intact frame dwellings remain in the proposed National Register districts.



Thus, immediate and more long-term threats to historic buildings exist.  In the short term, the continued demolition of industrial and railroad, public, and residential buildings considered obsolete because they lack a current function poses the major threat.  With thoughtful restoration and rehabilitation, the new services required by contemporary living may be accommodated in these buildings.  Those major resources now or soon threatened by demolition are listed under item 3 above.  One purpose for the Main Street program is to find new public, retail or industrial uses for these buildings.   The detailed study of the current business structure and retail needs of Portage ensures a viable downtown business district.  While store front remodeling was once popular in Portage as in most other retail areas, this trend appears to have halted.  Again, a Main Street program can coordinate the gradual rehabilitation of those fronts which do survive under their more recent cladding and in other cases suggest facade treatments which complement the historic architecture in the Portage Retail District.



The remodeling of residences by addition and residing with aluminum has altered the historic character of a number of pre-1942 dwellings.  The districts defined those areas where these kinds of changes are minimal.  Through the creation of historic preservation ordinances, a commission to review projects, and the designation of locally recognized districts and individually significant buildings, the pace of these changes may be reduced to retain the attractive, historic character of these neighborhoods.  Often, desired changes may be accommodated into the historical design of a dwelling by simply altering the approach to the design.  Occasionally, functions other than residential, educational, religious, and small retail businesses, those functions which were historically accommodated in Portage's neighborhoods, threaten these neighborhoods.  The creation and strengthening of existing zoning ordinances should prevent such threats to preservation.  Similarly, the designation of historic districts should facilitate the planning of street alterations outside the historic neighborhoods.



Portage citizens have recognized the historical significance of the Portage Canal since the citizen objection to closing the locks in 1951 and the period of the Frank and Stein report issued in 1968.  They have striven to save the canal and since the mid-1970s have cleaned up the waterway and refurbished its banks.  Established in 1977, the Portage Canal Society has labored diligently to ensure its preservation.  Also supported by the citizen's Ad Hoc Committee on the Portage Canal and Flood Control formed in 1992, its preservation has become tied to the restructuring of the levee system by the Army Corps of Engineers (see U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 1981; 1983; Portage Ad Hoc Committee on Flood Control and the Canal 1992).  This committee and the Portage Canal Society with other citizens and community groups work to ensure that the Army Corps of Engineers protects the canal by appropriately treating its mouth and preserving the 1928 Wisconsin Locks and the flow of water through the canal.  The canal system remains one of Portage's key historical properties which lends a sense of uniqueness to the city's past.
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